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LIGHTS OF OUR RIGHTEOUS TZADDIKIM

 

A Tzaddik, or righteous person

before 

בשמחהמשנכנס אדר מרבי� 
PARSHAS

_ CHASSIDUS ON THE PARSHA
 

Distance and Closeness 

Early one winter morning, Rav Levi Yitzchok was looking out of his window and saw 
a simple Jew hurrying through the streets, carrying his 
winters are bitterly cold. The mud in the streets freezes over, and the temperature falls so low 
that it is exceedingly difficult to walk to 
toward the shul, his shoulders bent against the gusting wind.

Rav Levi Yitzchok called him aside and spoke to him.

“Why are you running outside in such weather?” he asked.

“I’m on my way to shul for 

“But surely it is too cold to go outside. Surely you could 
these.” 

“How can I stay at home for 
and Kaddish.” 

Rav Levi Yitzchok sent him on his way with a 
heavenward. 

“Master of the Universe,” he cried out, “look how much Your precious children
You. Surely You would not have punished this simple Jew if he had 
burning love for You would not allow him to do so. Show mercy to Your people.”
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A Tzaddik, or righteous person, makes everyone else appear righteous 

before Hashem by advocating for them and finding their merits.
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CHASSIDUS ON THE PARSHA +    

 

arly one winter morning, Rav Levi Yitzchok was looking out of his window and saw 
a simple Jew hurrying through the streets, carrying his tallis and tefillin

nters are bitterly cold. The mud in the streets freezes over, and the temperature falls so low 
that it is exceedingly difficult to walk to shul. Nonetheless, this simple Jew was hurrying 

, his shoulders bent against the gusting wind. 

i Yitzchok called him aside and spoke to him. 

“Why are you running outside in such weather?” he asked. 

for Shacharis,” said the man. 

“But surely it is too cold to go outside. Surely you could daven at home on days like 

an I stay at home for Shacharis?” said the man. “I would miss 

Rav Levi Yitzchok sent him on his way with a berocha, then turned his eyes 

“Master of the Universe,” he cried out, “look how much Your precious children
You. Surely You would not have punished this simple Jew if he had davened
burning love for You would not allow him to do so. Show mercy to Your people.”

makes everyone else appear righteous 

by advocating for them and finding their merits. 

Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)    

 משנכנס אדר מרבי� 

arly one winter morning, Rav Levi Yitzchok was looking out of his window and saw 
tefillin. The Ukrainian 

nters are bitterly cold. The mud in the streets freezes over, and the temperature falls so low 
. Nonetheless, this simple Jew was hurrying 

at home on days like 

?” said the man. “I would miss Borchu, Kedusha 

, then turned his eyes 

“Master of the Universe,” he cried out, “look how much Your precious children love 
davened at home, but his 

burning love for You would not allow him to do so. Show mercy to Your people.” 
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Dvar Torah 
Hashem said to Moshe, “Go up to Hashem…and bow down from a distance.” What is 

the Torah telling us here? What can we learn from these words about the relationship of an 
individual with Hashem? 

There is ambivalence, explains Rav Levi Yitzchok, in the human relationship with 
Hashem. It is the dichotomy of distance and closeness. On the one hand, He is the Ein Sof, the 
Infinite, Whose existence is boundless even now as it was before He created the world. This is 
a concept that we know is true, yet cannot grasp with our limited human minds. This 
knowledge creates an inevitable chasm between us and Hashem, an unbridgeable distance. At 
the same time, we know that He is everywhere, that all existence is a divine manifestation, 
that we receive His mercy and kindness continually, that our very improbable existence is 
dependent on them. In this sense, He is close to us, and we can relate to Him in a certain way. 

The aspect of distance expresses itself in our fear of Hashem. We serve Him from a 
distance, and we express this fear by bowing to him, an act of deference and fear. The aspect 
of closeness, however, expresses itself in our love for Hashem. We feel the Divine Presence all 
around us, and we are grateful for all the beneficence He showers down upon us at all times. 

This is what the Torah is saying. “Go up to Hashem.” Get close to Him, and show your 
love for Him. However, you must also have fear of Hashem, which is inevitable when you 
contemplate the infinite distance between your own conceptions and the verities of His 
nature. Express this aspect of the relationship as well: “Bow down from a distance.” 

nnn 

Translated Kedushas Levi On The Parsha 
 

“And the sight of the glory of Hashem was like a consuming fire…before the eyes of 
the Children of Israel” (Shemos 24:17). 
 

We can understand this pasuk as follows: When a person serves 
Hashem, may He be blessed, by learning Torah and performing 
mitzvos, he causes great pleasure above, and if a person wants to know 
whether his actions caused pleasure for Hashem, may He be blessed, 
the test is this: If a person feels his heart burning like fire to serve 
Him, and he has desire and longing to serve the Creator, then that is a 
proof that Hashem, may He be blessed, has pleasure from his worship. 
And therefore he is being aided from Heaven, and he is being sent holy 
thoughts. That is why the Torah says, “And the sight of the glory of 

Hashem…” – that the proof as to whether Hashem is taking pleasure in him, and the glory of 
Hashem burns for him like a consuming fire, is if his own heart burns like fire. And this is 
quite easy to understand. 

nnn 
 

We’ve added some content from Rav Yaacov Haber Shlita with his permission. We hope you enjoy. Editor. 

Torah Perspectives on the Parsha by Rav Yaakov Haber – www.torahlab.org 

Knowing When To Stop 
The Torah speaks about a man who has fallen on hard times. He has no funds and feels 

that his only choice is to sell himself as a slave. “Six years he shall work, and in the seventh 

When a person serves 
Hashem by learning Torah 
and performing mitzvos, 
and he wishes to know 
whether Hashem takes 
pleasure in his actions, he 
need but ask himself if his 
own heart burns like fire 
with love for Hashem. 
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year he shall go free” (Shemos 21:2). So he works for six years, but in the seventh year he 
decides that he doesn’t want to go free. He somehow enjoys the protective atmosphere of his 
master’s home and the new relationships he has developed. Rav Yochonon ben Zakai says that 
the man must be punished. The ear of the man who heard at Har Sinai “we are slaves of 
Hashem only”, and defied this declaration by selling himself as a slave, should be pierced. 

Why now? If he has defied a command of the Torah by selling himself as a slave, why 
do we wait until now to pierce his ear? He already committed this sin six years earlier when he 
sold himself to begin with! At this time he is merely renewing the contract of an old 
transgression! 

The answer is that sometimes reality sets in and we do many things that we would 
rather not be doing. We do what we have to do. That’s life. Hashem doesn’t fault us for getting 
started. He only faults us when we don’t know when to stop! 

The message: slavery is a sorry state of affairs – not a way of life. 

Shabbos means “stop”. Six days a week we work. We struggle to make the world work 
for our families and ourselves. We take matters into our own hands to make sure that there is 
food on the table and teachers for our children. When Shabbos comes, we must stop. We 
remind ourselves that Hashem is truly the Creator. It is He who is ultimately responsible for 
our finances and our welfare. Yes, there is a universal law that for six days we must toil, but 
we must always know when to stop. The reason people have a hard time with Shabbos is not 
because we don’t want a day of rest. We have a hard time with Shabbos because we don’t 
know how to stop. When Shabbos comes we have to consider it as if “all our work is complete” 
– even though it’s not. 

One of the names of Hashem is Sh*dai. The Gemora explains that in the name Sh*dai 
is the word dai – “enough”. Hashem created the world and then said, “Enough!” 

Creation is dynamic. A seed is planted, it produces a tree, the tree produces buds, and 
the buds produce a fruit. It would have been quite natural at the time of creation for the 
process to continue. Why not? The fruit could turn into juice or perhaps a lemon meringue 
pie. Cotton plants could have continued to develop and grow into material. Jeans and other 
types of clothing could have been plucked from trees. But on Erev Shabbos (according to one 
Medrash) Hashem decided to say, “Dai – enough!” It’s time to stop. Man will take over. Our 
needs cannot be picked off trees. It is the struggle of man to finish the job. So we work. For six 
days we sew our garments and cook our food. We travel, we trade and we negotiate. On Erev 
Shabbos we say, “Dai – enough.” It’s time to stop. “He who said to his world, ‘Enough!’ should 
say to our struggle, ‘Enough!’” (Talmud)  

Hashem knew exactly when to stop – and we too must know when to stop, and how to 
stop. 

Hashem doesn’t fault a man for becoming a slave; He faults him for not knowing when 
to stop. The six years of the slave could be compared to the six days of the week. For six years 
he struggles, for he feels that such is the destiny of man. In the seventh year, though, it is time 
for him to stop. When, however, in the seventh year he refuses to go free – to stop; he is then 
defying the edict which he heard on Har Sinai. At this point, we pierce his ear. 

For the sake of our families and ourselves we must learn how to be free. We must learn 
how to stop! 

The message of the great Rav Yochonon ben Zakai is: if you stood at Har Sinai and did 
not hear that we are free, you missed the point.  
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May we all be privileged to a time that is yom shekulo Shabbos – when every day is 
Shabbos – and every day we are free. 

� � � � � � � 

Making Friends Out Of Enemies 

“If I could give only one bit of advice to my students, I would tell them that whenever 
they meet someone new, no matter who it is, they should try to find at least one thing that 
they like about that person.” (Rav Yisrael Salanter) 

In this week’s parsha, we find the pasuk “If you see the donkey of someone you hate 
crouching under its burden, would you refrain from helping him? You shall certainly help him 
repeatedly” (Shemos 23:5). 

Whom do we hate? 

Chazal explain that the pasuk refers to someone evil, whom we are therefore permitted 
to hate. The Torah is presenting a real-life dilemma. Suppose, while walking down the street 
or driving on the highway, one chances upon two people who are stuck: one a friend and the 
other an enemy, a good person and an evil one, both in the same predicament. One must skip 
over his righteous friend and offer assistance to the hated enemy! Why should we forsake our 
friend? The Gemora explains that this is a spiritual exercise that can be used to subdue one’s 
negative proclivity to shun those we dislike.  

In other words, the Torah has uncovered a deep phenomenon. When I see my enemy 
in trouble or in pain, I derive a silent, subconscious joy. A little voice inside me says, “He’s 
getting what he deserves. Why interfere with Hashem’s justice? He is a sinner!” To this, the 
Torah instructs us: “Don’t listen to that little voice. It is just the negativity within you 
speaking. Help the fellow out!”  

Let’s take it a step further. The pasuk refers to someone evil, whom it is permitted, and 
even a mitzva, to hate. What am I doing wrong if I am performing the mitzva of hating him? 

The answer is that even if there is a mitzva to hate someone for what he or she has 
done wrong, it has to stop there. Human nature causes the hatefulness to spread over our 
victim until we can find absolutely nothing good about that person. Everyone has at least one 
redeeming factor, and we can’t find it! Because once you don’t like someone, that person can 
do no right. He walks wrong, he talks wrong, even the way he tilts his hat gets on your nerves. 
A little bit of justified hate can bring with it ten times as much causeless hate. This is the hate 
that the Torah deems unacceptable. It is the hate that destroyed Yerushalayim. 

This was behind the advice of Rav Yisrael Salanter. Don’t let people cancel themselves 
out. Look at the whole picture. And remember – there is always something good to see. Let 
the good overtake you instead of the negativity that loves to spread. 

We see so many problems. There are problems with families, problems at work and 
problems in the community. There are partisan problems in Eretz Yisrael, which have gotten 
way out of hand. We have developed an “us and them” mentality where our right hand is 
competing against our left. 

Imagine how different things would be if we would try to notice just one nice thing 
about our spouse, our children or our parents every day. Think about how the household 
would change if we would compliment our spouses, children and acquaintances at least once a 
day. And it need not be bogus, for we will certainly find something genuine to compliment 
them about, if only we would take the trouble to look. Imagine how much better we would feel 
if we would focus on the positive instead of the negative in people. Imagine how different Klal 
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Yisrael would look if, even as we recognized evil, we refrained from letting that evil define the 
person. 

An exercise: think of the person you dislike the most in this world, and remind yourself 
why you hate him or her (if you can remember). Now think of something, anything, nice about 
that person. If you can, tell him about it. You have just lifted a heavy weight from your heart – 
when you let go of anger and hate, you actually feel a lightness of spirit. You have just fulfilled 
a mitzva in our parsha. You have just made a fundamental change in your neshoma. 

A mother once confided in me that out of her nine (!) children, there was one she found 
difficult. Try as she might, she simply didn’t get along with that child. She found herself 
picking on him and not being as nice to him as the other children. One day, her husband 
became sick with hepatitis. As was his way when a student was ill, Rav Pinchas Scheinberg 
called to arrange a time to visit him. When he arrived, the children were all bathed and in 
clean clothes, waiting at the door to greet their Rebbe. Somehow, he immediately focused on 
that child – the one child the mother did not quite get along with. He looked at him intensely, 
turned to the mother and complimented his eyes. “This child has the most beautiful eyes!”  

From that moment on, even during the most difficult times, the mother would notice 
this child’s eyes. In fact, she told me that sometimes she looked at this child and all she would 
see were his magnificent eyes – eyes that she had never noticed before. Their relationship 
improved dramatically.  

It wasn’t an isolated occurrence; Rav Scheinberg taught us that we should always try to 
find one special thing about every person we meet. After doing so, that trait becomes his 
“signature”, enabling us always to think well of him, be concerned for him and build him up. 

� � � � � � � 

  הילולא

The anniversary of the petira of a Tzaddik is known as a Hilula, which means “A Day of Joy”. 

One of the tools that Kabbola teaches is to connect to a Tzaddik (righteous person). The 
method to connect to a Tzaddik is to adopt the following ritual: 

1) Learn the anniversary of his petira or, if this information is not available, the days of Erev 
Rosh Chodesh, Rosh Chodesh and the fifteenth day of the Hebrew month can be utilized for a 
connection. 

2) Light a twenty-five-hour candle in his or her honor. There is no specific berocha. Some say 
the following: This candle is being lit in the merit of ______________. 

Others say that it is the custom within Klal Yisrael to light a yahrzeit candle on the day that a 
relative or a Tzaddik has passed away. The lighting has no accompanying blessing, and people would 
like to express themselves in a tefilla when lighting the candle. This is not only true on a yahrzeit but 
on every Yom Tov as well. 

The author of the Pele Yo’etz, Rav Eliezer Papo (1785–1828), did in fact compose such a tefilla. 
Rav Papo was the Rav of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the Ottoman Empire at 
the time. The tefilla of the Pele Yo’etz is reproduced and translated below, as a public service. 

Hebrew Tefilla for Lighting a Yahrzeit or Hilula Candle 

_______ בת /ב�_______ הצדיק / אמי מורתי / הריני מדליק נר זה למנוחת ולעילוי נשמת אבי 
אלקינו ' יהי רצו� מלפני	 התפילה הנמצאת בספר אל� המג� מבעל הפלא יוע� על פרשת ויצא עמוד כבד 
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בי� , בי� בדיבור, בי� במחשבה, שתקבל ברחמי� וברצו� כל מעשה הטוב שאני עושה
אמי / ובפרט לנפש רוח ונשמה של אבי 

 .החיי�
Translation: 

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
mother/the Tzaddik _______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 
before you, Hashem, our G-d and the G
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the 
_____. May it be Your will that their soul

3) Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings.

4) Study some of his teaching or writings.

� � � � � � �

Y GEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSER
YAHRZEITS FOR WEEK 

http://www.chinuch.org/gedolim_yahrtzeits/

Biographical information and yahrzeits 

� 27th of Shevat ~ Begins 
� Rav Mordechai Yosef Elozor 

Yosef, (5689/1929); 

� Rav Elozor Roke’ach (1758–

Leib and a grandson of the Ba’al Ateres

landmarks: his bar mitzva, his engagement and his completion of 

became Rav in Piltz, Poland. During this period,

Roke’ach, in which he printed his correspondence with the 

accepted the of Rabbonus of Tritch. In 1812, he took over the 

was there that he waged his famous 

the Chasam Sofer, Rav Akiva Eiger and Rav Chaim Banet, he fought against the reformers in 

letters that were later printed in the 

� Rav Menachem Nochum ben

grandfather, the Me’or Einayim

Shekolim/Mevarchim, Parshas Mishpotim

 Behold I send my“ – ׁשֵֹלַח ַמְלָאִכי ְלָפנֶי�

in Mishpotim, (Shemos 23:20), (5631/1871);

� Rav Yosef Zundel Hutner (1846

early age. At the age of twenty

introduction, he bemoans the passing of his young wife.) Thereafter, he moved to Bialystok, 

where he remarried and learned 

1897, he became Rav of Eishishok, (5679/1919);

� Rav Mordechai Shulman, son

succeeded his father-in-law as 

Shulman, who married a daughter of

Mishpatim / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

שתקבל ברחמי� וברצו� כל מעשה הטוב שאני עושה
ובפרט לנפש רוח ונשמה של אבי , במעשה ויהיה הכל לזכות ולמנוחת ולעילוי לנשמות עמ	 ישראל
החיי� יהי רצו� שתהינה נפשותיה� צרורות בצרור

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
_______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 

d and the G-d of our forefathers, that all my good deeds whether 
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the 
_____. May it be Your will that their souls be bound in the bond of life. 

Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings.

Study some of his teaching or writings.                        See more at: www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm

� � � � � � � 

GEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSER    Z
TS FOR WEEK FOLLOWING PARSHAS MISHPATIM
http://www.chinuch.org/gedolim_yahrtzeits/Shevat/Adar 

Biographical information and yahrzeits compiled by Reb Manny Saltiel and www.anshe.org

Begins Friday Night (Feb 5th) 

 ben Rav Gershon Henoch Leiner of Radzin, mechaber

–1837). Born in Stanislow, Poland, he was th

Ba’al Ateres Poz of Lask. When he was thirteen, he celebrated three 

, his engagement and his completion of Shas. At the age of twenty, he 

in Piltz, Poland. During this period, he wrote his sefer Sheilos Uteshuvos Shemen

, in which he printed his correspondence with the Noda B’Yehuda

of Tritch. In 1812, he took over the Rabbonus of Ransburg, and it 

was there that he waged his famous battle against the reformer Aaron Chaviner. Together with 

, Rav Akiva Eiger and Rav Chaim Banet, he fought against the reformers in 

letters that were later printed in the sefer Eileh Divrei HaBris, (5597/1837); 

ben Rav Aharon Twersky of Chernoybyl was named after his great

Me’or Einayim. He passed away about a year before his father on 

Parshas Mishpotim. His father made reference to this, saying: 

“Behold I send my Malach before you”. This is a slight change from a 

23:20), (5631/1871); 

(1846–1919). Born in Dvinsk, he was taught by his father at an 

age. At the age of twenty-five, Rav Yosef Zundel published Bikurei

introduction, he bemoans the passing of his young wife.) Thereafter, he moved to Bialystok, 

where he remarried and learned bechavrusa with Rav Meir Simcha HaKohen

of Eishishok, (5679/1919); 

, son-in-law of Rav Chaim Yitzchok Isaac Sher. Rav Mordechai 

law as Rosh Yeshiva of Slabodka. His only son was Rav Nosson Tzvi 

Shulman, who married a daughter of Rav Yechiel Schlesinger, (5742/1982); 

שתקבל ברחמי� וברצו� כל מעשה הטוב שאני עושה, ואלהי אבותינו
במעשה ויהיה הכל לזכות ולמנוחת ולעילוי לנשמות עמ	 ישראל

יהי רצו� שתהינה נפשותיה� צרורות בצרור. _______צדיק / 

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
_______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 

t all my good deeds whether 
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the Tzaddik 

Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings. 

www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm 

Z 

HPATIM 

www.anshe.org 

mechaber of Tiferes 

1837). Born in Stanislow, Poland, he was the son of Rav Arye 

Poz of Lask. When he was thirteen, he celebrated three 

. At the age of twenty, he 

sefer Sheilos Uteshuvos Shemen 

Noda B’Yehuda. In 1800, he 

of Ransburg, and it 

battle against the reformer Aaron Chaviner. Together with 

, Rav Akiva Eiger and Rav Chaim Banet, he fought against the reformers in 

haron Twersky of Chernoybyl was named after his great-

. He passed away about a year before his father on Shabbos 

. His father made reference to this, saying:  ִהּנֵה ָאנִֹכי
before you”. This is a slight change from a pasuk 

1919). Born in Dvinsk, he was taught by his father at an 

Bikurei Yosef. (In the 

introduction, he bemoans the passing of his young wife.) Thereafter, he moved to Bialystok, 

HaKohen of Dvinsk. In 

law of Rav Chaim Yitzchok Isaac Sher. Rav Mordechai 

of Slabodka. His only son was Rav Nosson Tzvi 
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� Rav Dovid Moshe Friedman of Chortkov, (1914–1988). Born to Rav Dov Ber of Chortkov in 

Boyan, Ukraine, he moved with his family to Vienna as a youth. When his grandfather, Rav 

Yisrael, the Chortkover Rebbe, was niftar in 1934, he was succeeded by both of his sons, Rav 

Nachum Mordechai and Rav Dov Ber. When Rav Dov Ber tragically passed away just two 

years later, Rav Dovid Moshe humbly refused to take his place. Shortly after Kristallnacht 

(November 9, 1938), Rav Dovid Moshe moved to England and settled in the suburb of 

Edgware, London. In 1968, he married Leah and was blessed with three children. In 1988, he 

gave his final shiur in Golders Green, (5748/1988). 

� 28th of Shevat ~ Begins Motzai Shabbos (Feb 6th) 
� Rav Alexander Sender of Zholkov, (~1660–1737). He was the son of Rav Ephraim Zalman 

Shor, Maggid of Lvov, and was orphaned as an infant. In 1704, Rav Alexander Sender went to 

live in Zholkov (Zolkiew) where he remained for the rest of his life, devoting himself to study 

and writing, and earning his living working in a distillery. He was the mechaber of Tevuos Shor, 

first published in 1733, on shechita and kashrus. He was a great-great-nephew of Rav Ephraim 

Zalman Shor, the mechaber of a sefer by the same name, Tevuos Shor, a condensation of the 

Bais Yosef. [27th of Shevat, according to Hamodia 2006], (5497/1737); 

� Rav Emanuel of Preshedvorz (1802–1865), successor to his father, the Rebbe Rav Yeshayale 

(niftar 1831), (5625/1865); 

� Rav Yosef Dovid ben Rav Yitzchok Isaac Sintzheim (Sinzheim, Zunzheim, Zindheim), (1745 

(or 1736)–1812). Born to Rav Yitzchok Isaac Sintzheim, Rav of Treves (Trier) and Niederheim 

(Niedernai) in the Alsace region, on the border between France and Germany. As a youth, Yosef 

Dovid learned with Rav Shmuel Hillman-Halpern, who was the Rav of Metz between Rav 

Yehonoson Eibeschutz and the Sha’agas Aryeh. At the age of twenty, Rav Yosef Dovid married 

Esther Medelsheim. In 1778, Esther’s wealthy brother, Naftoli Herz (aka Cerf Berr de 

Medelsheim) established a Yeshiva in Bischeim (near Strasbourg) and he appointed his brother-

in-law, Rav Yosef Dovid, to be Rosh Yeshiva. It was also at this time that Rav Yosef Dovid 

began composing his monumental Talmud commentary, Yad Dovid. He also wrote Shelal Dovid 

on Chumash, Da’as Dovid on the Shulchon Aruch and an encyclopedia of halachic and 

Talmudic topics called Minchas Ani. He was appointed to the Assembly of Jewish Notables 

convened by Napoleon (1806), appointed president of the Great Sanhedrin, and named by 

Napoleon as inaugural chief Rav of the Consistoire Central, (5572/1812); 

� Rav Mordechai Goldman, Zhviller Rebbe, son of Rav Gedalya Moshe. (Note: Novohrad-

Volyns’kyi (Russian: Novgorodvolynsk, Yiddish: Zhvil, Zhvill) is a City in Zhytomyr Oblast, 

Volhynia, Ukraine), (5739/1979); 

� Rav Menachem Nachum Twersky of Chernobyl, the Rachmistrivka Rebbe (1840–1937), son 

of Rav Yochonon, grandson of Rav Menachem Nachum (mechaber of Me’or Einayim), 

(5697/1937); 

� Rav Sholom Zelig Steinmetz, elder Vizhnitz Chassid, (5755/1995); 

� Rav Ephraim Ezra Laniado, mechaber of Degel Machaneh Ephraim, (5565/1805);  

� Rav Yosef ben Rav Tzvi Hirsch Friedlander, Liska Rebbe, mechaber of Tzvi V’Chammid. 

Arriving in the United States in 1947, he was one of the first Rebbes to establish his kehilla in 

Boro Park. He was a successor of the Ach Pri Tevua, the Tal Chaim and the Sha’arei HaYoshor. 

He was succeeded by his son, Rav Tzvi Hirsch Friedlander, mechaber of Chamudei Tzvi, 

(5731/1971); 

� Rav Eliezer Alpha (originally Potashnik) (1896–1990). Born in the Russian town of Ulshan, 



8 � Mishpatim / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

 

he joined the Novardok school in Charkov when he was only eleven. During that period, he 

studied incessantly with his chavrusa, Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz, the future Rosh Yeshiva of Mir. 

During the ravages of World War I, the bochurim went to Poland and joined the Novardok 

Yeshiva’s branch in Bialystok. There, Rav Eliezer learned b’chavrusa with Rav Yaakov Yisrael 

Kanievsky, the Steipler Gaon. He married Shulamis, the daughter of Rav Meir Karelitz. Upon 

recommendation, he headed a Yeshiva in the Galician city of Gorlitz, but did not remain long 

because, in 1935, the Chazon Ish and other prominent Rabbonim urged him to settle in Eretz 

Yisrael. At first, he moved into the one-room home of his uncle, the Chazon Ish, where the 

Steipler Gaon and his wife were also staying. Not long afterward, Rav Eliezer decided to move 

to Chaifa in order to found a Yeshiva in that spiritual wasteland, (5750/1990); 

� Rav Nesanel HaKohen Quinn (1910–2005), menahel at Mesivta Torah Vodaas, where he 

taught for almost eighty years. Rav Nesanel’s parents, Rav Zalman Pinchas and Devora Miriam 

were neighbors of the Rogatchover Rav in Dvinsk, Lithuania, and were childless for ten years. 

Upon the advice of Rav Sholom Ber of Lubavitch, they moved to America (they were promised 

a family and arichas yomim; they had five children, and she lived to be 111.) Rav Nesanel was 

a talmid of Rav Dovid Leibowitz. He later became the talmid muvhok of Rav Shraga Feivel 

Mendelovitz at Torah Vodaas, and stayed there as an educator. In conjunction with his first 

yahrzeit, the sefer Birkas Mo’adecha on Maseches Beitza was released [along with] a 

supplement, Zichron Nesanel, which includes short stories about Rav Quinn and letters he 

wrote (Hamodia Feb. 22, 2006), (5765/2005); 

� Rav Shmuel Binyomin Rosenberg, senior Rosh Mesivta of Yeshiva Bais Avrohom-Slonim 

(1957–2005). A descendant of the Chasam Sofer and the Kesav Sofer, he learned for many 

years at Slonim and married the daughter of Rav Shmuel Weinberg, one of the heads of 

Chinuch Atzmai and the son of the Birkas Avrohom of Slonim. His brother-in-law, Rav Tzvi 

Weinberg, is Rosh Kollel Slonim in Yerushalayim, (5765/2005). 

� 29th of Shevat ~ Begins Sunday Night (Feb 7th) 
� Rav Eliyohu HaBochur HaLevi, the Ba’al HaTishbi, famous Hebrew grammarian, 

(5309/1549); 

� Rav Yitzchok Yerucham Diskin, the Maharil Diskin (1839–1925), born in Valkovisk, Russia, 

the son of Rav Yehoshua Leib Diskin of Brisk and Rebbetzin Hinda Rochel. He started 

studying Gemora on his own at the age of five. After his bar mitzva, he studied in seclusion for 

fourteen hours a day. At sixteen, he left for Volozhin. After his father’s petira in 1898, he was 

asked to succeed him as president of the Diskin Orphanage and head of the Ohel Moshe 

Yeshiva. At first, he refused, but in 1908, when he saw that Yerushalayim’s Torah institutions 

were in danger, due to the Zionists’ efforts to destroy them, he decided to immigrate to Eretz 

Yisrael. Together with Rav Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld, he faught against the Maskilim. Both of 

them were elected honorary presidents of the chareidi Vaad Ha’ir, which soon became known 

as the Eida HaChareidis, (5685/1925); 

� Rav Nosson Tzvi Finkel, the Alter of Slabodka (1849–1927). Born in Rasei, Lithuania, he was 

orphaned at an early age and was raised by a relative in Vilna. He became a devoted follower of 

Rav Simcha Zissel, the Alter of Kelm. Rav Nosson Tzvi organized a kollel of ten men in 

Slabodka in about 1877. He began a Yeshiva Ketana there and was later instrumental in starting 

the Yeshiva in Telz and having Rav Eliezer Gordon appointed as Rosh Yeshiva. He founded the 

Slabodka Yeshiva in 1884. In 1897, the Yeshiva split over the teaching of mussar. Seventy of 

the three hundred students sided with the Alter and formed a new Yeshiva, Kenesses Yisrael. In 
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1897, he founded the Yeshiva in Slutsk and appointed Rav Isser Zalman Meltzer its Rosh 

Yeshiva. After World War I, the Yeshiva in Kletzk, headed by Rav Nosson Tzvi’s talmid, Rav 

Aharon Kotler, developed. He also helped Rav Shimon Shkop develop Yeshivos by sending his 

own students. In 1909, a Yeshiva was set up in Stutchin, led by the Alter’s talmid, Rav Yehuda 

Leib Chasman, and the Lodz Yeshiva was the first outpost of mussar in Poland. His influence 

was also felt in long-standing Yeshivos, as his talmidim joined them. His son, Rav Eliezer 

Finkel, became Rosh Yeshiva of Mir, for example. In 1925, he fulfilled a long-standing personal 

vow by moving to Eretz Yisrael, settling in Chevron. His discourses are collected in Or 

HaTzofun, (5687/1927); 

� Rav Chananya Yom Tov Lipa ben Yekusiel Yehuda Teitelbaum (1836–1904), mechaber of 

Kedushas Yom Tov. Born in Stropkov, Slovakia, to the Yetev Lev, who was a grandson of Rav 

Moshe Teitelbaum, the Yismach Moshe. Rav Chananya’s primary teachers were Rav Chaim of 

Sanz and Rav Yitzchok Eizik of Ziditchov. At the age of twenty-eight, he became Rav of the 

small town of Tesh, a position he held for nineteen years. After his father’s petira in 1883, he 

succeeded him in Sighet, Hungary. His most famous contribution to Sigheter Chassidus is the 

work Kedushas Yom Tov, a commentary on the Chumash. After him it would become customary 

for the Rebbe of Sighet to write a commentary on the Torah. By 1941, there were 10,144 Jews 

living in Sighet, comprising 39 percent of the town. In the Holocaust, the town was liquidated 

and its inhabitants deported to Auschwitz. But the community lives on in America and in Eretz 

Yisrael. Rav Chananya had no children with his first wife, a marriage that lasted fourteen years. 

He remained childless for many years with his second wife as well, until Rav Chaim of Sanz 

gave him a berocha. Indeed, he had two sons, Rav Chaim Tzvi of Sighet, and Rav Yoel, the 

Rebbe of Satmar. After his petira in 1904, it was not clear which of his sons would succeed 

him. Rav Chaim Tzvi Teitelbaum was his elder son, and thus the apparent heir; but Rav Yoel 

Teitelbaum was more well known. Rav Yoel accepted a position as the posek and Av Bais Din 

of the town of Satmar, and Rav Chaim Tzvi inherited the leadership of Sighet, (5664/1904); 

� Rav Zalman Sender Kahana-Shapira, born in Nisowiz, in the Minsk region of Russia, to Rav 

Moshe Shapira, Av Bais Din of Lida and son-in-law of Rav Chaim of Volozhin. Rav Zalman 

Sender learned under the Bais HaLevi and his son, Rav Chaim Brisker, in Volozhin. He married 

and lived in Kobrin, where he raised five children (four boys and a girl). When his wife 

tragically passed away, he married the widow of Rav Binyomin Wolf Hayahalomstein, Rav of 

Maltsch, and moved to that city. He eventually became Rav of Maltsch and started a Yeshiva 

there, Anaf Eitz Chaim, modeling it after Eitz Chaim of Volozhin. In 1902, he moved the 

Yeshiva to Kriniki where he became Rav. Among his talmidim there were Rav Yaakov 

Kamenetsky and Rav Aharon Kotler. In 1921, he moved to the Shaarei Chessed section of 

Yerushalayaim, (5611–5683/1851–1923); 

� Rav Nosson Horowitz, Rav of K’hal Sh’eiris Yisrael of Williamsburg, then Rav of Kehillas 

Bais Yisrael of Monsey. He was born in Vienna, the son of the Riglitzer Rav and grandson of 

the Altshteter Rav and the Liminover Rav (the Me’oros Nosson), for whom he was named, 

(5761/2001). 

� 30th of Shevat ~ Begins Monday Night (Feb 8th) 
� Rav Menachem Mendel ben Rav Boruch Bendet of Shklov, one of the most famous talmidim 

of the Gra. He was known as an expert in Kabbola, and immigrated to Eretz Yisrael in 1808, 

(5587/1827); 

� Rav Moshe of Zaloshin, mechaber of Mishpat Tzedek, Tikkun Shabbos and Geulas Yisrael 



10 � Mishpatim / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

 

(1788–1831). In 1815, he was appointed leader of the Chassidic community in Zaloshin, 

(5591/1831); 

� Rav Shmuel Abba of Horodenka [Horedneka], son of Rav Boruch of Vizhnitz, the Imrei 

Boruch. The town of Horodenka sits on the Dneister River some thirty miles from Chernovtsy, 

in the shadows of the Carpathian Mountains. Kiev is 250 miles northeast of Horodenka and 

Lviv (Lemberg) is 110 miles to the northwest. This area was also known as Galicia when under 

Austro-Hungarian rule. Jews first settled there under Polish rule in the middle of the 

seventeenth century. According to the census of 1765, there were 863 Jewish families in 

Horodenka. According to data from 1890, 4340 of the 11,162 inhabitants of the town and seven 

of the eighteen members of the municipal council were Jews. By the end of the nineteenth 

century, a local Bnei Tzion society had been founded, which by 1897 consisted of about 150 

members, (5655/1895); 

� Rav Yerucham Fishel Perla, (1846–1934). Born in Warsaw in 1846, Rav Yerucham Fishel 

studied under Rav Yehoshua Leib Diskin in Lomza and under Rav Yosef Dov HaLevi 

Soloveitchik. While still young, he was offered prestigious rabbinates, including in Lublin and 

Cracow, but he turned them down in order to continue his studies. He is known for his 

encyclopedic commentary to the Sefer HaMitzvos by Rav Saadia Gaon, (5694/1934). 

� 1st of Adar I ~ Begins Tuesday Night (Feb 9th) 
� Rav Avrohom Ibn Ezra (1089–1164), born in Tudela during the height of Spain’s Golden Age. 

There, he established a close friendship with Rav Yehuda HaLevi. Three of his uncles were 

ministers in the royal palace. He moved to Toledo, during the benevolent rule of King Alfonso 

VI. After the king died, however, the anti-Semitic masses began to harass the Jews, so he 

headed south to Muslim Spain – to Granada, Cordova and Lucena. In 1148, the barbaric 

Almohades overran Morocco and continued into Spain. He was forced to flee to Rome, 

Provence and Rhodes (where he befriended Rabbeinu Tam and other grandsons of Rashi, as 

well as the Rosh). He traveled to Egypt and learned with the Rambam. He wrote a commentary 

on the Torah and Novi, based in large part on Hebrew grammar. He also wrote dozens of books 

on astronomy, astrology and mathematics. Some of the famous poems written by Ibn Ezra are 

Tzom’a Nafshi L’Elokim L’Kel Chai...” and Ki Esh’mera Shabbos. It is said that he determined 

through his astrology the exact date of his petira and did not deviate or despair because of this 

information, (4924/1164); 

� Rav Shabsai HaKohen Katz (Shach), mechaber of Sifsei Kohen, recognized as one of the most 

basic and authoritative commentaries on the Shulchon Aruch (1622–1663). Born in Vilna, he 

learned in Tyktizin, Cracow and Lublin. He married a great-granddaughter of the Rema. In 

1648, the communities of Russian Poland were devastated by Chmielnicki, and Rav Shabsai 

HaKohen was among the sufferers. He authored selichos in tragic memory of the events. He 

was niftar at the age of forty-one in Holleschau, Germany, having completed his commentary to 

two of the four sections of the Shulchon Aruch, Yoreh De’ah (at age twenty-four) and Choshen 

Mishpot. Among his other works are Sefer Ha’Aruch on the Tur, Poel Tzedek on the 613 

mitzvos, and Gevuros Anoshim, on cases in which a wife can legally compel her husband to 

give her a get (divorce document), (5423/1663); 

� Rav Azariya Figu (Figo) of Venice (1579–1647). Mechaber of Bina La’itim and Gidulei 

Teruma, (5407/1647); 

� Rav Emanuel Chai Riki, (1688–1743), mekubol and mechaber of Mishnas Chassidim. He 

received semicha from Rav Chaim Abulafia in Tzefas. He is buried in Zento, Italy. He wrote a 
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commentary on Tehillim entitled Chozeh Tzion, and Yosher Leivov, (5503/1743); 

� Rav Yitzchok Eizik Safrin of Komarna (or Komarno). He was the mechaber of Heichal 

HaBerocha and Zohar Chai. His sons were: Rav Tzvi Hirsch Eichenstein of Zhidachov, the 

Ateres Tzvi; Rav Yissochor Berish Eichenstein of Zhidachov; Rav Moshe Eichenstein of 

Sambor; Rav Alexander Yom Tov Lipa Eichenstein; Rav Menachem Mendel Eichenstein; and 

Rav Eli Eichenstein, (5560/1800); 

� Rav Menachem Mendel of Shklov, leader of the aliya of the followers of the Vilna Gaon to 

Eretz Yisrael. This is significant because of the many minhagei Yerushalayim that were 

established by that Ashkenazi community. His leading talmid, Rav Yitzchok Eizak Chaver 

Wildmann (1789–1853), perceived that the obscurity of the kabbalistic system was a major 

factor in the flight of students and thinkers from Torah to science, secular philosophy and 

atheism. In Pischei She’orim, Rav Yitzchok Eizak Chaver vindicates Kabbola against its 

detractors, showing that behind its metaphors lies the only system with the power to provide 

satisfying answers to man’s deepest questions about the meaning and purpose of the universe, 

(5587/1827); 

� Rav Yitzchok Meir of Zinkov, son of the Apta Rav, (5615/1855); 

� Rav Boruch Halberstam of Gorlitz, (1830–1906), born in Rudnick, Poland, to the second wife 

of Rav Chaim of Sanz. At age fourteen, he married Pessel, the daughter of Rav Yekusiel Yehuda 

Teitelbaum, the Yetev Lev of Sighet. In his early thirties, he was appointed Rav of Rudnick, and 

later Rav of Gorlitz. In 1886, after his wife’s passing, he married Leah, a granddaughter of the 

Bnei Yissoschor, (5666/1906); 

� Rav Uri Yalas of Sambur, (5670/1910); 

� Rav Yosef Tzvi Kalisch of Skrenevitz, (5717/1957); 

� Rav Boruch Rosenberg, Rosh Yeshiva of Kenesses Yisrael, Slabodka, in Bnei Brak, (1924–

2004). Born in Moholiev, Russia, to Rav Gershon Chanoch Rosenberg, whose father, Rav 

Michel Yechiel Rosenberg, was one of Rav Chaim Brisker’s chavrusos. In his teens, Rav 

Boruch attended Mir, where he became close to Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz and Rav Yechezkel 

Levenstein. During World War II, Rav Boruch went to Vilna, and then to Shanghai with the 

Yeshiva. In 1950, he continued his studies in Mir Yerushalayim. The year after his chasuna, he 

accepted an invitation to be Maggid Shiur at the Slabodka Yeshiva in Bnei Brak, where he 

stayed for fifty years, (5764/2004); 

� Rav Yitzchok Isaac Eichenstein, the Kiviashder Rav of Forest Hills, Queens (1913–2004). 

Born in Kashau, Czechoslovakia, to Rav Meir, the Zhidichov Rav of Kashau. As a youth, he 

learned under the Kashauer Rav, Rav Shaul Brach. Upon his marriage, he replaced his father-

in-law (who had moved away) as Rav of Kishiavd and established a Yeshiva. He stayed for six 

years, until the Nazis arrived in 1944. The Rav was sent to Auschwitz and Bergen-Belsen, 

where he lost his parents, his wife, and his three young children. Despite his nisyonos, he spent 

his time infusing others with chizuk. Following the war, he married his wife’s younger sister, 

established a Bais Din to be matir (release) hundreds of agunos (women whose husbands have 

vanished and may not remarry), and arranged for the education of many orphans. He moved to 

America and settled in Queens in 1950. In 1953, under the auspices of the Satmar Rav, he 

established the Central Rabbinical Council of the United States and Canada; 

� Rav Simcha Bunim Waldenberg, only son of Rav Eliezer Yehuda Waldenberg (the Tzitz 

Eliezer), Rav of the Ezras Torah neighborhood of Yerushalayim and of the Bais Yisrael Bais 

Medrash for over thirty years, (5697–5765/1937–2005 – Adar II). 

� 2nd of Adar I ~ Begins Wednesday Night (Feb 10th) 
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� Rav Meir Paprish, the Ohr Tzaddikim, (1624–1662). At the young age of thirteen, Rav Meir 

began learning Kabbola as a talmid of Rav Yaakov Tzemach, who studied under Rav Shmuel 

Vital, the son of Rav Chaim Vital, (5422/1662); 

� Rav Dovid ben Rav Moshe Madjar of Yerushalayim, mechaber of Chessed Dovid, 

(5560/1800); 

� Rav Yom Tov Algazi, the Maharit Algazi (1727–1802), one of the main students of the famed 

mekubol, Rav Sholom Sharabi. Stemming from a long line of great Torah sages originating in 

Spain, his father, Rav Yisrael Yaakov, was Av Bais Din in Izmir, Turkey, for over forty years 

before being appointed Rishon LeTzion in Yerushalayim. Rav Yom Tov was born in Izmir, and 

studied together with Rav Chaim Yosef Dovid Azulai (the Chida) as a youth. In 1758, he was 

appointed Rosh Yeshiva of Neveh Sholom. In 1782, after the petira of Rav Sholom Sharabi, Rav 

Yom Tov was appointed Rosh Yeshiva of Bais Keil and served as Rishon LeTzion following the 

petira of Rav Refoel Meyuchas. He left behind a legacy of piskei halocha: Shu”t Simchas Yom 

Tov, Hilchos Yom Tov, and Kedushas Yom Tov. He left one son (Rav Yaakov) and three 

daughters, (5562/1802); 

� Rav Aharon HaGodol of Premishlan, son of Rav Meir the Great and talmid of Rav Yechiel 

Michel of Zlotschov, (5573/1813); 

� Rav Yaakov Yechizkiyohu Grunwald of Pupa, the Vayaged Yaakov, son of Rav Moshe 

Grunwald, Rav and Rosh Yeshiva of Chust, and mechaber of several works, each entitled 

Arugas HaBosem. Rav Moshe’s brother, Rav Eliezer Dovid Grunwald, known as the Keren 

Le’Dovid, also headed an important Yeshiva. Although Rav Yaakov Yechizkiyohu’s father was 

not born into a Chassidic family, he had gravitated toward the Shiniva and Belzer Rebbes and 

had taken his son on his many visits to those Rebbes. Rav Yaakov Yechizkiyohu studied under 

his father until his marriage. In 1929, Rav Yaakov Yechizkiyohu was chosen as Rav of Pupa, 

Hungary. He established a Yeshiva there, which soon numbered three hundred students. Rav 

Yaakov Yechizkiyohu’s son, Rav Yosef Grunwald, succeeded his father, (5701/1941); 

� Rav Avrohom Kalmanowitz (1891–1965), Av Bais Din of Tiktin, Rosh Yeshiva Mir-U.S. He 

was a talmid of Slobodka, a Rav of Rakov, and a close friend of Rav Chaim Ozer Grodzinski of 

Vilna. He was also the founder and head of a kollel, and a leader of Agudas Yisrael of Poland. 

After World War I, the Mirrer Yeshiva appointed him as its president. His wife’s grandfather 

was Rav Betzalel HaKohen, a Dayan in Vilna and mechaber of Mareh Kohen. At the beginning 

of World War II the Rav and his family reached the United States, while his beloved Mirrer 

Yeshiva escaped from Mir to Vilna, to avoid Soviet persecution. During the War, the Rav was 

one of the leading personalities of the Va’ad Hatzola, (5724/1964); 

� Rav Yisrael Alter, the Bais Yisrael of Ger, (1895–1977). The third son of Rav Avrohom 

Mordechai, the Imrei Emes, he celebrated a double simcha at his bar Mitzva, as he became 

engaged to his cousin, Chaya Sara. They married two years later. In 1940, the Imrei Emes 

escaped the Nazis and reached Eretz Yisrael, along with his sons, Rav Yisrael, Rav Simcha 

Bunim, and Rav Pinchas Menachem. Tragically, Rav Yisrael’s wife, daughter, and son perished, 

a fact he didn’t learn until 1945. He remarried in 1948, but had no children from his second 

wife. After his father’s petira, Rav Yisrael assumed the mantle of leadership as the fourth Rebbe 

of Ger. For the next twenty-nine years, he rebuilt Ger and was a major force in the Moetzes 

Gedolei HaTorah of Agudas Yisrael. After his passing, Ger was led by his brother, Rav Simcha 

Bunim, until his petira in 1992. After that, his other brother, Rav Pinchas Menachem, led Ger 

for four years. Since then, Ger has been led by Rav Yaakov Aryeh, the son of Rav Simcha 

Bunim, (5737/1977); 
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� Rav Moshe Schwab, (1918–1979), born in Frankfurt am Main to Rav Yehuda (Leopold) and 

Hanna (née Erlanger) Schwab, the younger brother of Rav Shimon and Rav Mordechai. He was 

sent to learn in Kaminetz under Rav Boruch Ber Leibowitz and in Baronovich under Rav 

Elchonon Wasserman. In 1938, he moved to England and accepted a position at the kollel in 

Gateshead. In 1942, he married Rebbetzin Rochel Baddiel, daughter of Rav Dovid Baddiel, one 

of the founding members of the Gateshead kehilla. In 1946, he joined the Yeshiva and became 

very close to Rav Dessler. He authored Ma’archei Lev on the Yomim Tovim, (5739/1979); 

� Rav Mordechai Wulliger, (1895–1995), born in Bishtina-Marmoresh to Rav Moshe Wulliger, 

one of the greatest talmidim of the Yetev Lev of Sighet, Rav Zalman Leib Teitelbaum (the great-

grandfather of the Satmar Rebbe). His primary teacher was Rav Chaim Tzvi Teitelbaum, Rav of 

Sighet and mechaber of Atzei Chaim. Rav Wulliger settled in the United States in 1938 and was 

a member of the Yeshiva and Mesivta Torah Vodaas for about fifty years. He authored a myriad 

of seforim, the first of which was Pardes Mordechai, (5755/1995). 

� 3rd of Adar I ~ Begins Thursday Night (Feb 11th) 
� Rav Mordechai Yaffe, mechaber of Levush Mordechai, and known as the Ba’al HaLevushim 

(1530–1612). Born to the Rav of Prague, he was sent to Poland to study under the Maharshal 

and Rema in his youth. Married in 1553, he founded a Yeshiva in Prague. However, in 1559, 

King Ferdinand decreed that the Jews of Prague be expelled. Despite the successful efforts of 

Pope Pius IV on behalf of the Jews (which resulted in a two-year delay), the Jews of Prague left 

the city in 1561. Rav Mordechai settled in Venice, where he learned with Rav Avrohom Abuhav 

and Rav Mattisyohu Delacrut. He became Rav of Horodna (Grodno) in 1572, then Lublin in 

1588. In 1598, when the Maharal left Posen for Prague, Rav Mordechai became Rav of Posen 

until his petira. Two important peirushim on the Levush were written many years later: in Elya 

Rabba, Rav Eliyohu Shapiro answers many refutations of the Levush brought in the Malbishei 

Yom Tov, (written by the mechaber of Tosefos Yom Tov), and in Levushei Tzedoka, Rav Tzodok 

HaKohen answers difficulties raised by the Sma in Levush Choshen Mishpat, (5372/1612); 

� Rav Noach of Cracow, mechaber of Toldos Noach on Medrash, (5398/1638); 

� Rav Noach Chaim Berlin of Altuna, mechaber of Atzei Almogim and Atzei Arozim and Av Bais 

Din of AH”U (Altona, Hamburg and Wandsbeck), (5562/1802); 

� Rav Binyomin Zev Lev Roke’ach, (1777–1851). He was born in the small town of Vadislav, 

and his father, the Shemen Roke’ach, sent him to the Yeshivos of Rav Eliezer Kempne of 

Prostitz, and of his brother-in-law, Rav Yirmiyohu of Mattersdorf. He married Rebbetzin 

Feigele, the daughter of Rav Yitzchok Eisik Elkish, Rav of Ushpitzin from the dynasty of Rav 

Heschel and the Maginei Shlomo. He subsequently became Rav in Amshinov. He is the 

mechaber of Sha’arei Torah. His son, Yirmiyohu, was the mechaber of Divrei Yirmiyohu, 

(5611/1851 – Adar II); 

� Rav Binyomin Morgenstern of Kotzk, son of Rav Mendel of Kotzk, (5626/1866); 

� Rav Eliyohu Mezhritch, mechaber of Midreshei Eliyohu, (5628/1868); 

� Rav Eliyohu Dovid Rabinowitz-Teumim, the Aderes (1843–1905). The last part of his name, 

Te’umim, denotes the fact that he was a te’om, or twin. His mother, Chana, was a descendant of 

the Ba’al HaLevushim and the Chacham Tzvi. After his marriage, Rav Eliyohu Dovid moved to 

his wife’s birthplace, Ponovezh. He served as Rav of Ponovezh from 1872 to 1890 and of Mir 

from 1890 to 1898. He was then asked to assume the position of chief Rav of Yerushalayim, on 

the recommendation of Rav Chaim Ozer Grodzinsky. There, he assisted the eighty-year-old Rav 

Shmuel Salant. Rav Eliyohu Dovid served as the Rav of Yerushalayim for four years, 
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(5665/1905 – Adar II); 

� Rav Yechiel Malach, (1922–2006). Born in Ostrolenka, Poland, he was a talmid muvhok of 

Rav Avrohom Yoffen. He went on to learn in Slabodka, then settled in Brooklyn after the War. 

He became a ninth-grade Rebbe and Manhig Ruchani at Yeshiva Be’er Shmuel. In about 1986, 

he moved to Yerushalayim, where he was marbitz Torah in the Gerrer Yeshiva, Ner Yisrael, 

(5766/2006).
 

Y GEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEM Z    

 STORIES & ANECDOTES 

Rav Chananya Yom Tov Lipa ben Yekusiel Yehuda TeitelbaumRav Chananya Yom Tov Lipa ben Yekusiel Yehuda TeitelbaumRav Chananya Yom Tov Lipa ben Yekusiel Yehuda TeitelbaumRav Chananya Yom Tov Lipa ben Yekusiel Yehuda Teitelbaum,,,,    22229999
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Mechaber of Kedushas Yom Tov 

There once was a very sick person 
who lived in Sighet that came to the 
Kedushas Yom Tov for a blessing, because 
he needed a serious operation in Vienna. 
After the Kedushas Yom Tov blessed him 
with hatzlocha for his operation, the man 
requested an additional bracha because the 
local doctors didn’t think he would be able 
to survive the long trip to Vienna.  

The Kedushas Yom Tov replied “Till 
Vienna I take personal responsibility on 
your health”. When the man left the 
Kedushas Yom Tov, the sick man’s son 
requested that they hurry and arrange train 
tickets to Vienna. However the sick man 
refused to go to Vienna. He told his son, “If 
the Kedushas Yom Tov takes responsibility 
on my health till Vienna – I have time to go 
in thirty years”. 

Thirty years later, World War II 
broke out and they deported the city where 
the sick man lived. This man was deported 
and when the train he was on arrived in 
Vienna, he passed away. 

 

As heard directly from the Kedushas Yom 
Tov’s son - Rabbeinu Yoel zt”l. 

When Rav Yoel was a child, he once 
observed his father enter his room while he 

was sleeping and prepare some pieces of 
cake by the window. The Kedushas Yom 
Tov was a known gentleman and would 
always remove his shoes while entering a 
place where someone was sleeping in order 
to avoid waking them. However, this did 
not deter Rav Yoel - since he needed little 
sleep and was always keen on observing his 
father. This action got the best of his 
curiosity and he waited to see what would 
happen.  

The next day, the (Nir)Bater Rav 
came to the Kedushas Yom Tov and 
announced that he would like to stay for 
Shabbos. The Kedushas Yom Tov replied 
that although he appreciated his company, 
however he would like for him to return to 
(Nir)Bater immediately. The Kedushas 
Yom Tov informed him that the wife of the 
Rosh HaKuel (President) of the 
(Nir)Bater’s shul was sick. Then the 
Kedushas Yom Tov took the prepared 
pieces of cake and gave it to the (Nir)Bater 
Rav and told him to give it to the sick wife 
with the instructions of the Kedushas Yom 
Tov as follows:  

“It says: אלקיכ� ובר� את ' ועבדת� את ה' 
' לחמ� ואת מימי� והסרתי מחלה מקרב� (You shall 
worship Hashem, your God, and He shall 
bless your bread and your water, and I will 
remove illness from your midst, [Parshas 
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Mishpatim 23:25]) – consequently eating 
shirayim, (the Rebbe/Tzaddik’s leftover 
food) is mesugal (good omen) for health.” 

Being that the Rebbe was his uncle, 
the (Nir)Bater Rav had no choice but to 
follow directions. He went home and asked 
the Rosh HaKuel to come see him and 
repeated what the Kedushas Yom Tov told 
him. The Rosh HaKuel was shocked 
because his wife just became sick that day 
and he was in awe of the Kedushas Yom 
Tov’s Ruach HaKodesh (holy spirit / seer). 

Years later, when Rav Yoel repeated 
the story – he would add that there are 
many fascinating features with this story: 
How did his father know the Rosh HaKuel’s 
wife was sick? How did he know that the 
(Nir)Bater Rov was coming to visit him and 
would be able to take back the shirayim?  

However, most intriguingly to Rav 
Yoel was the fact that the Kedushas Yom 
Tov said that [his] shirayim would heal the 
sick. 

Credit: Reb Shloma Yankel Gelbman, z”l 
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A Letter From Shabbos to the Ibn 
Ezra 

By: Rav Sholom Klass 

The Ibn Ezra, one of the great 
Rabbonim of the Middle Ages, was born in 
1092 in Toledo, Spain. Many stories are 
told about him and his wanderings. The 
Ibn Ezra traveled throughout Europe. He 
visited Egypt, Eretz Yisrael and many 
African countries. 

The Ibn Ezra wrote such beautiful 
poems and commentaries on the Torah 
that Rabbeinu Tam, the greatest of the 
Ba’alei Tosafos, sent him this letter: 

“My father, Avrohom Ezra, I am a 
servant to Avrohom and his cattle, I kneel 
and bow before you.” 

The Ibn Ezra, in his humility, 
hastened to reply: 

“Is it right for the leader of the 
nation, the chieftain, to lower himself in 
writing to the shamed of the people? 
Heaven forbid that an angel of Hashem 
should bow and humble himself to Bilam.” 

It happened in the year 4919 (1159) 
on Shabbos night, the fourteenth day of 
Teves, Ibn Ezra, then in London, fell into a 
deep and enjoyable sleep. While asleep he 
had a dream in which he saw a tall, 
aristocratic man carrying a sealed letter. 

“Are you the Ibn Ezra?” asked the 
man. 

“Yes,” he answered. 

“I have a letter for you from Shabbos 
HaMalka,” the man said. 

The Ibn Ezra bowed low and said, 
“Know that from the day I began to recite 
the holy name of Hashem, I have always 
loved Shabbos. Before she would arrive on 
Friday night, I would always rush in 
advance to greet her and when she would 
leave I would send her off with song and 
happiness. I am her most loyal and devoted 
subject.” 

“I know,” answered the man. “That 
is why she writes you this letter.” 

With trembling hands, the Ibn Ezra 
unfolded the letter and as he read the 
words they entered his heart as sweet 
honey drops. 

“To my loyal friend,” the letter 
began. “I am Shabbos HaMalka, adorned 
in holy laws. I am the fourth of the Aseres 
HaDibros, and I am the binding sign 
between Hashem and His children for all 
future generations.” 

The letter continued, “On my day 
Hashem rested from His work. On my day 
no mon would fall. I am the one day of 
happiness, light and enjoyment for the 
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tired mortals on this earth. Even the dead 
in Gehinnom bless me for the one day of 
respite afforded them.” 

And now the letter continued in a 
pleading tone. “I come to you, my good and 
loyal friend, to help me. One of your 
educated pupils has now published a book 
commenting on the Torah. In this book he 
urges the people to violate Friday night and 
to begin the Shabbos on Saturday morning. 
He attempts to prove from the Torah that I 
was born in the morning and not the 
evening before. By doing that he will 
virtually cut me in half. Please help me!” 

The Ibn Ezra awoke with a start. 
Rushing into his library he picked up 
a sefer given to him by a talmid. Sure 
enough, it attempted to prove that Shabbos 
was to be observed from Saturday morning 
until Sunday morning. 

Realizing that this would be another 
attempt to destroy the holy Torah, the Ibn 

Ezra strengthened himself to do battle for 
his beloved Shabbos and he penned his 
famous, “Igeres HaShabbos – A Letter 
From Shabbos.” 

In scathing words, he denounced the 
author. “May your arm wither and your 
eyes become dark for daring to impugn 
our Shabbos HaMalka…” 

He then tore apart the flimsy 
arguments and pointed to the sentence 
in Vayikra 23:32 “From evening to evening 
thou shalt rest…” 

It is said that to this day, whenever 
the name Ibn Ezra is mentioned, 
the Shabbos HaMalka smiles benevolently. 

The details of the letter were 
published in the Arizal’s Shulchon Aruch 
and teach us the importance of honoring 
Shabbos.  

www.jewishpress.com/kidz/tales-of-the-gaonim/a-letter-from-

shabbos-to-the-ibn-ezra/2014/08/01/0/ 
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Bais Yisrael of Ger    

Background: 

At the time of the Holocaust, the 
Gerrer Rebbe (Rav Avrohom Mordechai 
Alter, 1866-1948) was the spiritual leader 
of over 100,000 Chassidim in Poland. At 
the beginning of World War II, the Gerrer 
Rebbe fled to Warsaw from the small town 
of Ger. In 1940, he managed to escape with 
three of his sons to Eretz Yisrael (then 
Palestine): Yisrael and Simcha Bunim, who 
were already middle-aged with families, 
and Pinchas Menachem, still in his teen 
years. The Rav and his sons were assured 
that other members of the family would 
also escape in the next caravan. 

That did not happen. The rest of the 
family was lost in the Holocaust, as were 
the vast majority of Gerrer Chassidim. On 
February 25–26, 1941, all the Jews from 
Ger were transferred by the Nazis to the 

Warsaw Ghetto, where most of Poland’s 
Gerrer Chassidim, tens of thousands of 
souls, perished.  

Rav Avrohom Mordechai Alter 
began to rebuild the Gerrer community in 
Yerushalayim. He was niftar there, during 
the siege of Yerushalayim, on Shavuos, 
1948. He was succeeded by his son, Rav 
Yisrael Alter (referred to by his followers as 
the Bais Yisrael).  

The Bais Yisrael married a second 
time, but had no further children. (He 
appears to have been a very emotionally-
contained person who rarely discussed the 
terrible loss of his family.) 


The Story: 

Sometime after the war and after the 
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creation of the State of Israel, a Gerrer 
Chassid, a survivor of the Holocaust, 
arrived in Eretz Yisrael. He had lost all of 
his family and was embittered and 
disillusioned. He stopped observing 
mitzvos, shaved his beard, gave up his 
Chassidic garb, and conducted himself as a 
secular Israeli. Yet, somehow, one day, he 
felt such a strong longing to have contact 
with the Gerrer Rebbe that he appeared at 
the back of the shul of Rav Yisrael Alter, the 
Bais Yisrael. Not willing to be a hypocrite, 
he came dressed as a secular person. He 
was certain that no one would sense his 
origins and that he would merely have an 
opportunity to see his Rebbe, unobtrusively 
and incognito.  

However, the Bais Yisrael would 
typically scan the people attending his shul, 
and he had a special ability to remember 
people he had met. He recognized the man 
despite all the time and circumstances that 
had passed, and from his seat in the front 
of the room, he sent his aide to bring the 
man to him.  

The two sat together and exchanged 
stories about personal losses of family, 
friends and community. In response to the 
Chassid’s tears, the Gerrer Rebbe said, 
“There are no words adequate to comfort 
you or to ‘explain’ what we have been 
through. But let me share with you an 
observation that has helped me. 

“In the very last pasuk of the 
Chumash (Devorim 34:12), Moshe is 
eulogized for the “awesome deeds that 
Moshe performed before the eyes of all Klal 
Yisrael”. Why did Hashem choose to end 
the Torah with the words l’einei kol Yisrael 
– “before the eyes of all Klal Yisrael”? What 
is their special significance? 

Rashi, the classic commentator, 
explains that the specific deed of Moshe 
being referred to here was his breaking of 
the luchos (tablets) (see Shemos 32:19). 
Rashi bases this inference on a Midrashic 
interpretation (Sifrei on Devorim 9:17) 
which notes that the same phrase occurs in 

Moshe’s description of the breaking of the 
luchos when he recounts the story in 
Devorim 9:17. Speaking in the first person, 
Moshe says “I grasped the two tablets and 
threw them from my hands, and I smashed 
them before your eyes”.  

Why, asked the Gerrer Rebbe, did 
Moshe add the words “before your eyes”? 
The Torah includes no redundant words, 
yet these words appear to be unnecessary 
and self-understood. 

An answer may be found by 
examining a third pasuk in the Torah that 
has the same phrase. In Bereishis 42:24 we 
are told that Yosef accused his brothers of 
being spies in Egypt and that he 
imprisoned Shimon “before their eyes”. 
Rashi cites a Midrashic interpretation 
(Bereishis Rabba 91:8) for the words 
“before their eyes”: Yosef’s imprisonment 
of Shimon was only an illusion; as soon as 
the other brothers left to return to Canaan, 
he released Shimon and cared for his 
needs. Yosef gave the appearance of 
imprisoning Shimon because there was a 
certain impression that he wanted to create 
upon his brothers, “before their eyes”. 

So, reasoned the Gerrer Rebbe, 
when Moshe said that the tablets were 
smashed “before the eyes” of Klal Yisrael, 
he was telling us that these tablets, so 
precious to Moshe and Hashem, were 
never really destroyed. The reality was that 
on some plane of existence those tablets 
were preserved intact, and that Moshe’s 
destruction of them was illusory.  

“Thus,” continued the Gerrer Rebbe, 
“I comfort myself with the belief that those 
Jewish individuals, so precious to Hashem, 
were not really “smashed” during the 
Holocaust, and that on some plane of 
existence they are preserved intact by 
Hashem.” 

And, he concluded, this principle 
about the illusory nature of our perceptions 
is so fundamental that Hashem chose to 
end the Torah with those meaningful 
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words “before the eyes of all Klal Yisrael”. 


Addendum: The Gerrer dynasty: 

The dynasty of Gerrer Chassidus 
begins with Rav Yitzchok Meir Rothenberg 
Alter (1789–1866), known as the 
Chiddushei HaRim, the title of his volumes 
of brilliant Torah insights. His father, Rav 
Yisrael Rothenberg, a Chassid of Rav Levi 
Yitzchok of Berditchev, had been the Rav of 
Ger (Ger is the Yiddish name; it is Gur in 
Hebrew and Gora Kalwaria in Polish). Ger 
is located about twenty miles southeast of 
Warsaw.  

Rav Yitzchok Meir was influenced by 
Rav Simcha Bunim of Przysucha 
(Peshis’cha) and following his petira, by 
Rav Menachem Mendel of Kotzk. After the 
petira of Rav Menachem Mendel of Kotzk 
in 1859, Rav Yitzchok Meir urged his 
followers to become Chassidim of the then-
Lubavitcher Rebbe, the Tzemach Tzedek. 
However, Rav Yitzchok Meir’s Chassidim 
and the Chassidim of Kotzk insisted that 
Rav Yitzchok Meir serve as their leader.  

Rav Yitzchok Meir followed the 
Kotzk orientation of stressing Torah study 
and the use of thought in the search for 
truth and self-perfection. However, he 
differed radically from Kotzk, which was 
more elitist in its selection of adherents. 
Instead, he reached out successfully to the 
masses of Polish Jewry. He involved 
himself in the practical problems of the 
masses. These two qualities – charisma and 
a concern for the masses – tended to be 
characteristic of the various Rabbonim of 
Gur and resulted in a large following for 
Ger.  

His eldest son, Avrohom Mordechai, 
passed away during Rav Yitzchok Meir’s 
lifetime, and thus never served as Rebbe. 

Four years after the petira of Rav Yitzchok 
Meir in 1866, Rav Yehuda Arye Leib Alter 
(1847–1905), the grandson of Rav Yitzchok 
Meir and the son of Rav Avrohom 
Mordechai, became the second Rebbe of 
the Gur-Alter dynasty. He was known as 
the Sefas Emes, after his writings.  

The Sefas Emes was succeeded by 
his oldest son Rav Avrohom Mordechai 
Alter (1866–1948), known as the Imrei 
Emes after the title of his major book. He 
was succeeded by his oldest son, Rav 
Yisrael Alter (1895–1977), the Bais Yisrael, 
who is the Rebbe in the story above. 

Since the Bais Yisrael had no 
surviving children, he was succeeded by his 
brother Rav Simcha Bunim Alter (the Lev 
Simcha, 1897–1992), who took on the 
mantle of leadership at age eighty and 
served for fifteen years, until his petira in 
1992. The Lev Simcha’s oldest son, Rav 
Yaacov Arye, declined to become Rav and 
deferred instead to his paternal uncle, Rav 
Pinchas Menachem Alter (the Pnei 
Menachem (1926–1996, the last surviving 
son of the Imrei Emes), who served for four 
years, until his petira. 

In 1996, Rav Yaacov Arye Alter 
became the current Gerrer Rebbe. 

 
Dr. Yisrael Susskind is a psychotherapist who 
practices locally in Monsey, New York and 
internationally over the telephone. He lectures 
worldwide on topics involving Torah, psychology 
and interpersonal relationships. Dr. Susskind 
writes that he first heard the quintessential 
components of this story from the “passionate 
lecturer and raconteur”, Rav Yosef Yitzchok 
Jacobson, who said he heard it from Rav Moshe 
Weinberger, Rav of Congregation Aish Kodesh 
Woodmere, Long Island’s Five Towns, who 
subsequently told Dr. Susskind that he had heard it 
from a Gerrer Chassid in Yerushalayim. 

www.ascentofsafed.com/cgi-bin/ascent.cgi?Name=306-52 
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פראנסיס
  ציפורה בת גילה

  

  דבורה בת
ה"

Refuah Sheleimah  
מרדכי צבי ב� מינדל אסתר לאה  
 יחיאל מיכל ב� דבורה 
 זיסל בת אידל סומא 
 גיטל בת דבורה 
רבקה בת מלכה  
 פסח גרשו� ב� שיינא דבורה 
 צילא בת חיה שרה  

 אלטר שמעו� יחזקאל ב� רחל חנה 
   רב ראוב� אלטר מרדכי ב� מלכה
 השמואל בצלאל ב� לאה רבק     

Besoch She'ar Cholei Yisrael
 

נשמת לעילוי  
 Yaakov Naftali ben Avraham Hy”d

 Gilad Michael ben Ofir Hy”d 

 Eyal ben Uriel Hy”d 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

'א ר
 She traveled the world to collect money for schools and orphanages in - צדקה

 She had an invalid neighbor that she helped raise their kids. Whether an issue aroused - חסד
at 3 o'clock in the afternoon or 3 
besides caring for her own fourteen children, 

 She suffered tremendously for the last fifteen years of her life with her - שמחה
never leaving her face.  
She merited having children who are 
having the holy Rav Mordechai Steiner, 

 
Her son, Reb Yaakov Yosef Lefkowitz 
Bussu Shlita (Baba Sali’s grandson), the 

“You should never miss repeating a story and a 
at the Shabbos table 
Shomayim in the children.

Mishpatim / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

 לרפואה שלימה     גילה בת ציפורה פראנסיס

     לרפואה שלימה  ציפורה בת גילה

 לזכר ולעילוי נשמת

בת ומרת יוטא רחל חיה ב� שלו�' ר
"דוד ע' מרת ליבא חיה בת ר  

Besoch She'ar Cholei Yisrael 

Yaakov Naftali ben Avraham Hy”d 

 

In Loving Memory of Our Dear Father and Teacher
 

HaRav HaChassid

 Avraham Chaim ben Sholom and Frumit 

Goldenberg ל''ז  of Micula, Satmar
 

A beloved talmid 

  HaRav Yechezkel Shraga Schonfeld  

and of the Holy Satmar 

Ba’al “Divrei Yoel” 
 

 
 

 ל''ז שלו� ר''ב חיי� אברה� 'ר
  .ה. ב. צ. נ. ת ו''תשס שבט א

 
 

לעילוי נשמת

ל"ישראל ז' ר שמעו� ב�
Reb Shimon’s Yahrzeit is on אייר

special man who welcomed all with a smile and a hug. 

Although he suffered terribly, he never uttered any 

complaints. May he be a Meilitz Yosher for his family 

and friends.

רדא 'ג ,ה"ע �מחנ 'ר תב הרש נ"על   
She traveled the world to collect money for schools and orphanages in 

She had an invalid neighbor that she helped raise their kids. Whether an issue aroused 
 o'clock in the morning, she was there to help on a daily basis; 

besides caring for her own fourteen children, ke”h;  

She suffered tremendously for the last fifteen years of her life with her 

ing children who are talmidei chachomim, dayanim and askanim
having the holy Rav Mordechai Steiner, Shlita as a son-in-law. 

 

	ורב הרכז אהי  

Reb Yaakov Yosef Lefkowitz related that when he once visited the saintly Rav Shlomo 
(Baba Sali’s grandson), the Rav told him:  

should never miss repeating a story and a vort of a tzaddik
table – it is a tremendous chinuch and instills 

in the children.” 

In Loving Memory of Our Dear Father and Teacher 

HaRav HaChassid 
Avraham Chaim ben Sholom and Frumit 

Micula, Satmar 

talmid of  

Yechezkel Shraga Schonfeld  ל''זצ  

and of the Holy Satmar Rav,  

Ba’al “Divrei Yoel”  ע''זי  

ר ח''הרה נשמת לעילוי
א''כ ק''מוצש נפטר 

 לעילוי נשמת

שמעו� ב�' ר  
אייר' ד . Reb Shimon was a 

special man who welcomed all with a smile and a hug. 

Although he suffered terribly, he never uttered any 

complaints. May he be a Meilitz Yosher for his family 

and friends. 

She traveled the world to collect money for schools and orphanages in Eretz Yisrael;  

She had an invalid neighbor that she helped raise their kids. Whether an issue aroused 
in the morning, she was there to help on a daily basis; 

She suffered tremendously for the last fifteen years of her life with her simchas ha’chaim 

askanim in addition to 

related that when he once visited the saintly Rav Shlomo 

tzaddik 
and instills Yiras 


