
 

 

 

The Levush writes that on Shabbos we can attain higher 
levels of wisdom as it is a day especially designated for this 
purpose.  Therefore, we should seek ways to increase the 
amount of Torah that we discuss on this holy day. 
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We hope that these Divrei Torah, which are 
designed especially for use during the seudos, 

will בע״ה enhance your Shabbos.  
 

To subscribe or unsubscribe please send an 
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shemetz.taher@gmail.com 
 

Please look out for details of the 
forthcoming book/e-book to be 
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 [Shemos 13:7]   ְולֹא־ֵיָרֶאה ְלָך ְׂשֹאר ְּבָכל־ְּגֻבֶלָך 
 

 
 

 

 

No leaven shall be seen throughout your borders 
In sefer Lev Eliyahu on Parshas Tzav, the famed Gaon, Rav Elya Lopian, tells us that 
we should take literally the warning of Chazal that, even on our final day in Olam 
Hazeh (this world), the yetzer horo (equated with ‘leaven’) will not desist from 
tempting us along the wrong path; such is the extent of both its power and cunning.  
To illustrate this phenomenon, Reb Elya relates a true story, containing a simple, yet 
powerful, message.  A respected man with many fine middos (character traits) was 
gravely ill and clearly reaching the end of his life.  Despite his general refinement, 
this person had a flaw, which had proved difficult to eradicate.  The man had always 
struggled to control his desire for money – a weakness that had dogged him for 
many years.  Moreover, when it came to financial matters, he left his respectability 
at home.  Now, as the end drew inexorably closer and his friends came to part with 
him for the very last time, they saw him whispering something, seemingly with his 
last drop of strength.  They realised that he was trying to tell them something, so 
they bent over more closely to listen.  "I want to tell you something, so that you can 
learn a lesson from me", he said to them.  “I feel that I am close to my end and very 
soon I will leave this world.  Despite my predicament, if someone were to offer me 
money now, I would stretch my hand out to take it and put it under my pillow.  This 
is the extent to which my desire for money rules over me, even now.  Listen to me 
and learn!"  Within fifteen minutes, the man returned his neshomo (soul) to his 
Creator, leaving the material world and separated from his beloved money, forever.  
 

The Festival of the Matzos you shall keep; for seven days you shall eat matzo 

The Gemoro in Maseches Brochos [17a] tells us that chometz represents the Yetzer Horo.  Pesach is the time of year that we seek to rid 

ourselves completely of this evil pariah.  If so, the obvious question is why we do not adopt a similar anti-chometz regime during the rest 

of the year.  The Baalei Mussar (Masters of ethical conduct) say that Matza is called nahama d’asvusa – the bread that cures us.  They 

explain with a moshol.  When a baby is born it drinks only milk from its mother, which is completely sterile and filled with all the vital 

nutrients that a baby needs during this critical early period of its life.  Yet babies are eventually weaned, introducing them to foods that 

are less than perfect.  This is because, although a mother’s milk is wholesome and pure, it is only a short term solution.  In the long term, 

a human being needs other nutrients to grow.  Such nutrients can only be found in foodstuffs that are not entirely pure.  Yet, in order to 

develop into an entirely normal functioning adult one needs these nutrients as well and one has to find a way to eat them safely. … page 2 
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[Shemos 34:18]      ֶאת־ַחג ַהַּמּצֹות ִּתְׁשֹמר ִׁשְבַעת ָיִמים ּתֹאַכל ַמּצֹות 
 
 

 



 

Slow to anger and abundant in loving-kindness and truth 

Although the leyning for Shabbos Chol Hamoed concludes 

with details of the Sholosh Regolim (three pilgrimage 

festivals), it is unclear, at first glance, what connection there 

is with the rest of the leyning, which describes Moshe’s 

supplication to Hashem to forgive Bnei Yisroel following the 

chet ho’egel (sin of the golden calf) and the subsequent 

rapprochement between Hashem and His people.  Shabbos 

Chol Hamoed (or Shabbos coincident with Yom Tov) is 

unique, as the character of the day is not one in which the 

two days and their respective themes exist independently.  

On the contrary, when Shabbos and Moed are joined, they 

fuse to create a new, unparalleled kedushah (holiness).  

Shabbos is symbolised by its perpetual and unfailing arrival 

each week.  Yom Tov is quite the opposite, because it 

requires that we ascend to Yerusholayim and enter the realm 

of the Shechinah.  Thus, when Shabbos and Yom Tov 

coincide, we approach Hashem (in the kedushah of Yom Tov), 

and He simultaneously comes to us (through Shabbos).  The 

closeness precipitated between Hashem and ourselves is 

qualitatively different from that which is created by the 

separate kedushos of the two days.  It is this more intense 

closeness that is mirrored precisely by the rapprochement 

between Hashen and the Jews, described in our leyning.  It is 

also fitting that we should reserve our reading of Megillas 

Shir haShirim for this Shabbos, as this too reflects on our 

profound and abiding ‘special’ relationship with Hashem.   

 

… One's diet must be balanced in order to derive 

appropriate benefit from such foods without being 

harmed. The pleasure to be derived from a particular 

food is not the overriding yardstick by which to choose 

what we eat, when this should be influenced by its 

beneficial effects.  The same reasoning applies to 

Pesach.  Whilst closeting ourselves in a sterile 

atmosphere for seven or eight days each year is 

important to purify and recharge us, living in this 

environment is not our mission in life.  We cannot 

survive without a yetzer horo.  Our purpose in this world 

is to face up to the challenges that yetzer horo throws at 

us.  Though we may experience a sense of safety and 

imperviousness whilst basking in the radiance of Pesach, 

that is not where the war is won or lost.  After being 

fortified with the holy purity of the matzoh, we must 

emerge to do battle again.  We must eat chometz, 

drawing out all the benefits and repulsing anything 

which will cause us harm.  We must seek out, in our 

worldly and mundane lives, ways to serve Hashem, 

whilst avoiding the many pitfalls that exist around us.  

We need to remember that everything in this world is a 

tool to reach Olam Habo, rather than designed for our 

own pleasure.  In this way, we can appreciate Pesach as 

our annual pit-stop, whereby Hashem will cure all our 

spiritual injuries and ailments that we have suffered in 

battle throughout the year. 

השבת-ישראל את-ושמרו בני  

השבת-לעשות את  
 

The Haftorah reading for Shabbos Chol  
Hamoed recounts the vision of the prophet 

Yechezkel in which he is shown an expanse of dry 
bones in a valley and is commanded by Hashem 

to revive them by prophesying over them. 
A connection between Shabbos Chol Hamoed 

and techias hameisim (revival of the dead) can be 
extrapolated from the requirement that a Jew 

must view himself on Pesach as if he has 
personally been redeemed from Egyptian 
servitude.  Just as we surely believe in the 

authenticity of the Exodus from Mitzrayim, 
so must we have faith in the Final 

Redemption – may it come speedily 
in our days! 

 

Imrei Shefer (Boston) 

Continued from page 1 

 

 

[Shemos 34:6]   ֶאֶרְך ַאַּפִים ְוַרב־ֶחֶסד ֶוֱאֶמת  

 

 
 


