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We try our best to accurately present to you the Rav's words. Accuracy can sometimes get lost in the

transition from spoken to written word. We would like to thank HaRav Nebenzahl for allowing us to

send you this sicha without his first reviewing it. Although it does expedite matters in getting this

sicha out to you, it does mean that if there is anything in the sicha that may not be understood, the

fault is with us and not with HaRav Nebenzahl.

The Rav asks that his and other Divrei Torah are not read during Tefillah or the Rabbi's sermon.

Shabbat Shalom,

Nehemiah Klein

The Yeshiva  would  like  to  express  its  gratitude  to  Richard and  Anita  Grossman for  their  ongoing

support  for  the  Yeshiva  in  general  and  specifically  our  computer  center.   This  enables  us  to

communicate this sicha to you each week - "lehagdil Torah ulehaadira".

PARSHAT VAYESHEV 5777

CHANUKAH - IT'S WHAT'S INSIDE THAT COUNTS

"Now Yosef was handsome of form and handsome of appearance". Yosef looked very nice, which

the Gemara says that because of his preoccupation with how he looked he was punished with

the incident of the wife of Potiphar. It appears from here that a person should not spend too

much time worrying about his external appearance. Of course we also find in Chazal about the

importance  of  realizing that  we were  created  in  the  image  of  Hashem and thus  it  is  indeed

important that we look nice and proper on the outside, but a balance needs to be struck. The

family situation distressed Yaakov Avinu and Yosef should have realized that this is causing his

father a broken heart.

Perhaps the lack of respect and dignity and worrying about appearance is what caused some of

the  difficulties  that  occurred  within  the  Jewish  nation  during  the  period  of  the  second  Beis

Hamikdash. The prophet Malachi chastised the people for not caring enough about the beauty of

the service in the Beis Hamikdash, they brought offerings that they would never have given to a

human king,  certainly  not  fitting  for  the  King of  Kings.  This  perhaps  was  what  helped bring

about the destruction. Many Jewish people went to the Greeks rather than respecting the Beis

Hamikdash and the korbanos, they respected the beauty that the other nations had to offer.
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The Maskilim used to comment on the beautiful ways that the other nations worshipped theier

avoda zara, while the Jews offer an animal. Clearly they weren't presenting things properly but

beauty is important, the lack of beauty helped lead to people moving towards the ways of the

Greeks and Greek culture rather than the Torah.

The war  fought  by Matisyahu and his  sons  was not  only  against  the Greeks  but  against  the

Misyavnim, the Hellenists, the Jews who moved over to the Greek culture.

Interestingly, Chanukah is the only mitzvah where it is defined based on levels of observance -

the mitzvah itself, the mehadrin, and the mehadrin min hamehadrin. We don't find this with any

other mitzvah, perhaps because at that time period people turned to other ways because there

was not enough emphasis on beauty. However, what is beauty? Chazal didn't say that one could

fulfill  his  obligation  with  a  simple  menorah,  the  mehadrin  use  silver,  and  the  mehadrin  min

hamehadrin use gold. The levels are in the fire of the Menorah, in the internal message, the

ruchniyus,  not  the  form.  While  beauty  in  externalities  when  performing  a  mitzvah  is  very

important, after all we have a concept of hiddur mitzvah, but it's the contents that matters - the

inner and not the outer side.

Perhaps Chazal learned this from how Hakadosh Baruch Hu performed the miracle. Not only was

pure oil  missing but a Golden Menorah as well. The Torah states that the Menorah should be

made of gold. While the mitzvah is fulfilled with a Menorah that's not made of gold, it's  also

fulfilled with oil that's not pure if that's all there is. Why then did Hakadosh Baruch Hu provide

us with pure oil  and not with a Golden Menorah? What happened was that the Chashmonaim

used a simple Menorah, and as the years went on, the people were able to afford more and they

eventually used a Golden Menorah. Hashem wished to show us that what is more important is

the spirituality.  Whether something is  tamei  or tahor not only  can a non-Jew not distinguish

from the outside  but  a  Jew can't  either.  We only  see  what  our  eyes  can see.  The lesson of

Chanukah  is  that  what's  inside  and  in  the  heart  is  more  important  than  externalities  even

though the Torah commands us to use a Golden Menorah.

We are taught that a person may only spend up to one-third extra on hiddur mitzvah, if one can

buy  a  lulav  for  fifty  shekels  and  he  can  get  a  nicer  one  for  seventy-five  shekels  then  he's

required to  spend seventy-five  shekels  (the  one-third  is  calculated as  one-third  of  the  total,

therefore the twenty-five shekels extra is one-third of the total of seventy-five), but no more.

Look at the Chanukah candles. The basic mitzvah is one candle per night per household, that

means a total of  eight candles for the eight nights. What do we do? We light 36 candles per

person, this is far above the limit of one-third. This is because the limit of one-third refers to

physical beauty, while the additional amount spent on ruchniyus, for that there is no limit.
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