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Got Milk? 
Asking a Gorilla to do a Melacha for you on Shabbos 

 

“Why don't you come visit us down here? The 

weather is lovely this time of year and I can't wait to 

show off these accommodations we've moved into,” 

requested Mrs. Berger's parents, Mr. and Mrs. Frank. 

They had recently retired to a villa in Florida but, 

apparently, they were just 

a bit lonely. 

“Sure, we'd love to 

come. By the way, let me 

warn you that we'll be 

bringing along a surprise 

for you,” said Mrs. (Frank) 

Berger cryptically. 

"Why are you warning 

us about a surprise?" 

questioned Mrs. Frank. 

The Berger family 

drove up the long driveway 

toward the luxurious villa. 

It was set on a sprawling 

estate filled with coconut 

palms, orange trees and 

other native varieties of fruit. Everyone packed out of 

the cab and Zeidy and Bubby Frank gave them all a 

hug and kiss as they exited. The last one out was a bit 

on the hairy side. 

“Hi, Mom! This is the surprise I was telling you 

about. His name is Gedalia Gorilla,” exclaimed Mrs. 

Berger. Mrs. Frank had come to expect some shockers 

over the years that her daughter had been married to 

Rabbi Berger, but she was still was not quite sure what 

to make of this new addition to the family. For his 

part, Gedalia felt right at home and started picking 

oranges from the orchard. 

On Thursday night the Franks and Bergers 

celebrated their family reunion with a delicious 

barbeque of hot dogs and meat patties – a.k.a. Franks 

and Bergers.  

The family settled in for 

Shabbos on the second 

floor of the Frank manor 

with a beautiful view of 

swaying palm trees. The 

coconuts were within 

hands reach.  

On Shabbos morning, 

after the men and older 

boys had set off for shul, 

the little children awoke. 

Still in their pajamas, they 

ran to their mother.  

“Mommy, can we 

please have Shabbos 

cereal?” 

“Of course! Shmuli, get the milk from the fridge, 

please.” 

“Oof! Mommy, I think the milk is spoiled.” 

“I have a terrific idea,” suggested Shmuli. “We can 

point out the palm tree outside the window to 

Gedalia and he'll pick a coconut for himself. Once it's 

off the tree, we can collect the coconut milk.” 
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If an animal belongs to you, there is an issur 

d'orayso of shvisas b'hemto. An animal may not do a 

melacha for its owner. However, if the owner is 

mafkir (makes ownerless) his animal, he will be 

saved from this issur (Shulchon Aruch 246:3). 

Even if an animal does not belong to you, there 

is an issur of mechamer. A human may not partner 

with an animal to do a melacha by leading with a 

rope or even with a loud voice command – i.e. “giddy 

up!” (Mishnah Berurah 266:7-8). Therefore, yelling or 

frightening Gedalia into picking the coconut is 

forbidden due to mechamer.  

If you coax an animal it to do a melachah with a 

soft voice, it would no longer be an issur d'orayso of 

mechamer. However, it would still be assur 

m'drabbonon because of amirah l'akum (Ohr 

L'tziyon Tshuvah 23; Melachim Omnayich 1:11). 

If the animal did the melacha on its own volition 

for its own pleasure, there is no issur of shvisas 

b'hemto, mechamer or amira l'akum (Melachim 

Omnayich 1:11). 

It seems that it would be permitted to point out 

the palm tree to Gedalia, even though we know that 

he will obviously be curious and pick a coconut for 

himself. This can be compared to when a Jew invites 

a goy into his house to eat something, knowing that 

the goy will turn on a light. Since he is turning on the 

light for himself, there is no issue of amira l’akum 

(Melachim Omnayich end of 9:1). 

Gedalia reached his long arms out the second 

floor window and picked a coconut for himself.  

 

Since Gedalia had been seen picking fruits 

off the trees immediately upon their arrival, 

the possibility existed that he would pick fruit 

on Shabbos, too. Regarding muktzah the rule 

is that that which is attainable for an animal to 

eat is not considered muktzah for a human, 

either (Beitza 6b). Therefore, the coconut and 

its milk are not muktzah.  

Nevertheless, we are not out of the orchard 

yet. The coconut is still prohibited because 

Chazal made a decree that any fruit or 

vegetable that was attached before the onset of 

Shabbos may not be eaten on Shabbos. They 

were afraid that a person may come to pick 

another one on Shabbos. This is so even if the 

fruit fell off by itself, certainly if Gedalia picks 

it off the tree (Tosfos Beitza 3a s.v. gezairah 

shema yaaleh v'yitlosh; Shaar Hatziyun 

325:26). 

Just then Mrs. Frank came into the kitchen 

holding a cardboard carton. 

“Would anyone prefer some rice milk? I bought a 

container just in case any of the kids have a hard time 

digesting regular milk," she said, ever so frankly. 

"Thank you, Bubby," responded the young 

children.  

On Shabbos, is it permissible to coax 
Gedalia to pull a coconut for himself 

when the intention is to use the milk for 
the cereal? 

Is the coconut milk permitted for human 
consumption on Shabbos or is it 

muktzah? 
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