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Staten Island Z’manim 

 לכל זמן ועת
 

 והבדילה הפרכת לכם בין הקדש ובין קדש הקדשים )כו:לג(
And the Paroches [curtain] shall separate for you between the 

Holy and the Holy of Holies (26:33) 
Seemingly, it would have been enough for the posuk to state ‘and 

the Paroches shall separate’, why add the words ‘for you’? The Maggid of 
Dubna expounds: In truth all of Israel brought portions, but not all of them 
brought them with the same intention. Those that brought wholeheartedly 
– their portions were used for the Holy of Holies, and the portions of the 
other donors, those whose intentions were not wholehearted – were used 
for the Holy. This is hinted at in the posuk: “And the Paroches shall 
separate for you”, it is separating you, according to the intention of each 
and every donor. 

Rabbeinu Yosef Chaim, zt”l, in ‘Aderes Eliyahu’ writes that this 
explains the pesukim at the beginning of the Parshah as well:  ויקחו לי
 and they shall take to me a portion – they should take a portion – תרומה

from all of you, however, מאת כל איש אשר ידבנו לבו תקחו את תרומתי – from 
every man whose heart will motivate him you shall take My portion – “My 
portion”, as if to say the portion that is truly completely to Hashem, and 
this only comes from every man whose heart will motivate him.  

(Umatuk HaOhr) 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Wolbe explains that although we do not understand the 

significance of the exact measurements of each vessel in the Mishkan, they 

are given for a purpose. Hashem in His infinite wisdom prescribed that 

these exact measurements can enable holiness and blessing to come into the 

world, and if we change them even one iota, we no longer have vessels for 

the Mishkan, and we are just left with fancy boxes and tables. Similarly, we 

cannot understand how Tefilin in their exact shape can enable spirituality 

and radiance, but we know that with following their prescribed laws we are 

doing just that. Hashem has directed us how we can act to infuse the world 

with holiness. He delineates for us the difference between leather boxes and 

Tefilin. When we follow Hashem’s directions to the tee we are able to bring 

holiness to the world even if we do not understand how or why it works. 
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                Candle Lighting: 5:09  

 
 

  Sof Z’man Krias Shema: 
      Mogen Avraham: 8:56   Gra: 9:32 
Sof Z’man Tefillah (Shacharis): 10:25 

Chatzos: 12:11       Sh'kiah: 5:28 
Havdalah: Tzeis HaKochavim: 6:11 
     Rabbeinu Tam (72 minutes): 6:41  

                                                 (some say 6:51) 
 
 

 
             Next Week: Tetzaveh 
              Candle Lighting: 5:17 

              Shabbos Treasures  

When saying Kiddush, the Kos, the Kiddush cup, should 

be held a Tefach over the table (Orach Chaim 183:4). The 

Mishnah Brurah says (183:16) that this is so that everyone 

can see the cup over which the Brachah is being said.        

Rav Yosef Eisen comments that just as one who wins a gold 

medal or an award holds it up high and with pride, all the 

more so should we show Chashivus, importance, to 

Hashem’s Mitzvos. The Kiddush cup should be held with just 

as much pleasure and importance, if not more, as we should 

demonstrate our pride and love for a Mitzvah. The Mechaber 

writes (Orach Chaim 28:3) that when taking out Tefilin from 

their bag or when putting them away, they should be kissed. 

The Kaf HaChaim (Orach Chaim 28:18) teaches that this is 

done so we learn to cherish and love the Mitzvah, adding that 

to love a Mitzvah is a Mitzvah in itself! Other examples 

include the Minhag to kiss a Siddur or other Sefer (Aruch 

HaShulchan, Yoreh De’ah 282:11), and the Mezuzah when 

we pass through a doorway (Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 11:24). 

There is a Minhag Chassidus to kiss the Succah when going 

into it on Succos, and to kiss the Esrog and Matzah when 

using them for their Mitzvos. This is all done to show our 

love for Hashem’s Mitzvos, and we can do this each week 

when saying Kiddush!  

 

      Besamei HaTorah 
                            …Beneath the Surface 

 
 
 
 
 

      R’ Shmuel Winzelberg 

While the Baal Koreh reads the Torah, the congregation should listen 

well and pay attention to the words. After the Baal Koreh finishes reading 

the Pesukim for the Aliyah, the one who got the Aliyah should hold the 

Torah again with his left hand so that both hands are once again holding the 

Torah. He should then roll it together and say the concluding Brachah.  

(Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 23:3) 

 

       B’Kitzur… 
      A Quick Look at Hilchos Tefilah 



  
 

 

 Middos      

The Mishnah in Pirkei Avos (2:2) says that any Torah that has no work with it will 

become nullified. The Maharam Shick says that this means a person must learn Torah 

in a place where he can work with other people. This way he can apply his Torah 

learning to influence others, and teach them Torah as well. If one learns in isolation 

without any connection to other people, the Mishnah warns that this learning will not 

endure, because when this person passes away, his learning will not remain here in this 

world. However, if one uses his learning to influence others, then his Torah learning 

will continue to live on, even long after he has lived! The Chasam Sofer says that 

Avrohom Avinu’s legacy has continued to live on until today because of all his work 

and toil to teach the world about Hashem. Since he worked to influence others, his work 

is still being carried out, even though Avraham Avinu has passed away so long ago. 

 

 L’Maaseh 
Rav Yissocher Frand once related a story:              

Rav Yehudah Mandelkorn, zt”l, the former Menahel of 

Neveh Zion in Yerushalayim, spoke about the 

effectiveness of a good education and good educators on 

the minds and hearts of children. There was once a class 

of students who were so unruly and misbehaved, that they 

had two different teachers quit on them in the middle of 

the year. This class was so bad that substitute teachers 

began to refuse to take it. Out of desperation, they called a 

teacher who had applied for a job earlier but wasn’t hired. 

They asked the woman if she would be willing to come in 

and finish out the year with the class, in return for the 

promise of a full-time teaching position the next year. She 

eagerly accepted. The principal decided not to warn the 

teacher about this class, afraid that she would be scared off 

if she heard what she was up against. The new teacher 

took over her class and the principal was bracing himself 

for her to soon say that she was not able to do the job, but 

for some reason, this did not happen. After the new 

teacher had been on the job for about a month, the 

principal sat in on one of her classes to see how things 

were going. To his amazement, the students were well-

behaved and enthusiastic! The teacher had full control 

over the class, and the kids were engaged and excited to 

learn. When the class was over and the students had filed 

out of the classroom, the principal stayed behind to 

congratulate the teacher on a job well done. She thanked 

him for his kind words but insisted that it was he who 

deserved thanks for giving her such a special class for her 

first assignment. She had been concerned, she admitted to 

him, that as a new teacher, she would have drawn one of 

the tougher classes which would have seriously tested her 

determination as an educator. She was quite thankful to 

him for giving her such a great bunch of kids! The 

principal was astounded to hear this, and told her that he 

really didn’t deserve any thanks. She continued to explain, 

“You see, I discovered the secret about this class on my 

first day here. I looked in the desk drawer and found the 

list of the students’ IQ scores. I knew I had a challenging 

group of kids here, so bright and rambunctious, that I 

would really have to work hard to make school interesting 

for them because they are so intelligent.” She slid the 

drawer open and the principal saw the list with the 

students’ names and the numbers 136, 145, 127, 128, and 

so on, written next to the names. She picked up the paper 

and handed it to the principal.  The principal studied the 

paper for a moment, trying to remember why he had put 

that paper in the desk, when suddenly, it came to him. He 

exclaimed, “These aren’t their IQ scores, these are their 

locker numbers!” But it was too late. The teacher had 

already expected the students to be bright and gifted, and 

they had responded with energy and eagerness to her 

positive view of them and her general impression, that 

they were assertive, intelligent, and very well behaved! 

Rabbi Frand said that there is a message here for all of us, 

as educators, and even more importantly, as parents. If we 

put faith into our children or students and show them that 

we have expectations from them and that we respect them, 

they will live up to that and become great! 
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 בס"ד

Rav Shimshon Pincus spoke about Kavanah, and it has changed the way 

people Daven. He said, “What is Kavanah? When someone is having a 

difficulty and they Daven, what do they say? Usually people state the problem 

they are facing, and they ask Hashem for help with it. However, saying that the 

situation is terrible is stating the obvious, because Hashem already knows the 

situation. It’s understood already that you want the condition to get better, so 

you are not achieving anything by stating what it is you are going through. 

Doing this is not Kavanah. Rather, true Kavanah would be something like this: 

‘Hashem, You are so great! You care for each and every person in Klal Yisroel. 

You love every Jew and don’t want to see their suffering. You are so mighty 

and can provide for the entire world without any difficulty whatsoever! Please, 

Hashem, can You please help me with this situation that I am going through?’ 

Davening in this way shows that we are living with Hashem, and that Hashem 

is real to us. Kavanah means to recognize Hashem’s role everywhere and in 

everything, and not just stating the details of a bad situation.” As an example, 

Rav Pincus says, “Imagine someone needs a car. When Davening to Hashem 

for it, he can say, ‘Hashem, You provide everyone with their needs and You 

are so great! You created so many cars in the world. Would You please have 

just one for me?’ Speaking directly to Hashem with praise like this is the real 

meaning of Davening with Kavanah!” 
 

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
Rav Yisroel Salanter, zt”l, once observed how young non-Jewish farmer boys were 

drafted into the Russian army, usually for 20 years at a time. He saw how before they 

left for the army, they were care-free, not orderly and not particularly concerned with 

their cleanliness or how they presented themselves. However, while they were in the 

army, they were drilled with discipline, orderliness, and how to keep neat and clean, 

and when they would return home many years later, they almost immediately went 

back to their old habits of disorder and disarray. Rav Yisroel Salanter asked, “After 20 

years of constant, harsh drilling and training, how could it be that these young men so 

easily lose all they have learned in the army?”  He explained, “The answer is very 

simple. These farmer boys had no interest in internalizing what they were taught, 

despite the fact they had lived it for 20 years. In order for one to improve their way of 

life, there has to be a yearning and a sincere desire to change, and this was missing 

from these boys. What they accomplished in the army was only a temporary, external 

habit, until they were released from their obligation to live that way, and then they 

immediately went back to their prior ways. The same applies to one who desires to 

work on his Middos, his Davening, his learning, his Emunah, or any aspect of his 

Ruchniyus. There has to be a genuine desire to change for the better if there is to be 

any lasting improvement in his life. It can’t be a temporary adjustment— even if it is a 

change that is decades long, it will only last if the adjustment is internalized!” 

 

       The Siddur Speaks 

A Closer Look at Davening 


