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Now You Know 
Costumes on Purim: One reason for the 

custom of dressing as non-Jews in such 
a way as we cannot be recognized is to 

symbolize that though we may 
sometimes sin and behave as the other 

nations, it is no more than an outward 
manifestation.   

In truth, we remain deeply devoted to 
HaKadosh Boruch Hu.  The Jews of that 

generation bowed to Nevuchadnezzar’s 
idol only as an outward appeasement of 

him. In turn, HaShem allowed Haman to 
threaten them in the same manner, for 

appearance’s sake. 
Yom KiPurim: Yom Kippur is a day when 

we achieve sanctity and holiness 
through denying our bodies physical 

pleasure.  On Purim, we achieve these 
things precisely by eating, drinking, and 

enjoying ourselves, and these physical 
activities are imbued with holiness. It is 

a higher level than the achievement 
which comes from denying the physical 

because it takes much more yearning 
and effort. This is why Purim is an even 

greater opportunity than Yom Kippur.        

TETETETEFILA ALERTFILA ALERTFILA ALERTFILA ALERT: Mordechai davened and 
was answered. Esther davened and was 

answered.  If you daven – you will be you will be you will be you will be 
answeredansweredansweredanswered.  Purim is a time specifically 

oriented to effective prayer. Don’t let 
your vision be clouded by the revelry 

and miss this wondrous opportunity.  
Daven for what you need, daven for 

what your friends need, daven for what 
Klal Yisrael needs.  Daven for Moshiach 

and HaShem’s Kingdom on earth.  
Countless times people can trace years 

of success to a single prayer on Purim.   

Thought of the week: 

A thousand words will not 
leave as deep an impression 
as one deed. 

 (W:X ARQYW)  „.OYMB OTA JXRYW WYNB TAW IRHA TA HwM BRQYW‰ 
“Moshe brought Aharon and his sons close and he washed them with water.” 

(Leviticus 8:6) 
There is something very obviously unusual about the Torah’s description of the 
inauguration of the Kohanim as the ones to do the service in the Mishkan. This posuk says 
that Moshe brought Aharon and his sons close and prepared them for donning the priestly 
clothing by washing them. He let it be known that this was HaShem’s commandment, 
because otherwise it would be a degradation of his status as the “king” of the Jewish 
People. 

Despite the fact that the Torah tells us that Aharon and his sons were brought close, the 
next verses speak about how Moshe dressed ‘him’ and put the clothing on ‘him’ referring to 
Aharon. It seems that the sons were ignored and all the focus was on Aharon. 

The meforshim explain that though they were all brought in together, the sons were not 
even washed until after Aharon was fully dressed. Then, when everyone was dressed, they 
were anointed together. 

What rationale could there be for Moshe to put all his focus on Aharon first, and only then 
start with the sons? If the intent was to prepare Aharon as the Kohain Gadol, the High 
Priest, first, then why bring the boys in so early? Let them wait until it would be their turn. 

Perhaps, though, they needed to watch their father assume his role.  HaShem told Moshe 
to “take” Aharon. Though he was worthy, Aharon didn’t consider himself so, and had to be 
convinced to take on the role of Kohain Gadol. His sons, besides not feeling worthy, might 
also have felt that accepting the priesthood would be burdensome. 

They would have to be careful about what they ate, where they went, who they married and 
how they behaved. They would do avoda in the Mishkan that could cost them their lives if 
done improperly. It would have been understandable for them to be hesitant. 

Therefore, they watched as Aharon was washed, dressed, and prepared for the Kehuna. 
They saw the joy that radiated on his face and the holiness that suffused his features. They 
realized that rather than being a burden, being chosen to serve HaShem at a higher level 
was a source of happiness. 

When they witnessed that, they were convinced to follow in his footsteps and assume their 
role as spiritual leaders in Klal Yisrael. That is when Moshe washed them and dressed 
them. Then, they, together with Aharon, were anointed with the shemen hamishcha, the 
special anointing oil, and completed their transformation. 

As Jews, we play the role of Kohanim in the world. We have to be more careful than the 
non-Jews about what we eat, where we go, whom we marry, and how we behave. But it is 
not a burden. On the contrary, it is the source of our greatest joy and fulfillment to do 
mitzvos and take on the role of spiritual guides for Mankind. 

Each Friday, the young children of the class would have a Shabbos party. They would set a 
table with a white cloth, place candles, grape juice, and goodies on the table, and have a mock 
Shabbos meal. 

One week, the teacher told Yankel it was his turn to be the Shabbos Abba/Tatty/Father.  “Go 
ahead, Yankel,” said the teacher, “Take your place by the Kiddush cup and begin the Shabbos 
party as if you were the father leading the meal.” 

Yankel slowly walked over to the seat, plopped down in the chair, loosened his tie and belt and 
let out a huge groan. “Ooooyyyy….” he sighed. “Hob ich gehat a shvereh voch,” (Did I have a 
tough week!!) 
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Dedicated N‰EL 
H‰E LAKYM ÂRH TB AwAB ABYL 
Mrs. Eleanor Itzkowitz ob”m 

Tante Eleanor lived a life devoted to 

Chesed and Emunah and loved to 

make people smile. 

Esther Toby and Jonathan Gewirtz 
 

Set a good example, 
won’t you? 

Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 
Ohr with others. 

  You’ll be glad you did.   

E-mail ‘Subscribe’ to 

info@JewishSpeechWriter.com 

 

Happy 
Purim! 


