
 

 

 

For Youth 
 נר לאפרים

Naso  אנש  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.parshapages.com 

To subscribe for weekly emails write to 

info@parshapages.com 

  

CONTENTS 

Parsha Word Search 

Parsha Sudoku 

Parsha Gematria 

It All Adds Up 

Parsha Review 

Parsha Math: 176; Nazir  

Person Connected to Parsha:  

 Shimshon; Nachshon; Avshalom 

Yossi  Co. 

Parsha Pizzazz 
 

 

http://www.parshapages.com/
mailto:info@parshapages.com
../../parshcd7a.htm


 

 מ א ש ב מ נ ש א א ד ג ל

 ש נ ו מ ו ל ש ר מ ר ר י

 ה ל  ה ס י נ י ר כ  ם ש א

 ב ע ת פ א  ק נ א ה ת ו ן

 י ע ו ר ר ש ל נ ב ק ן ל

 ה מ ד ר ו ן ח ש מ פ ל ש

 א ב ו ש י מ מ ק י ה ו כ

 ק ה ת י ל נ א ט י ק ע ל

  ל ח ר א ת ש י ל ל ל ש ו

 מ  נ ל ן ש ה י ת פ פ ר ת

 י כ ו ב ה ת ג ם ה י ק מ

 ע ת א ל ל ה כ ר ב י ם ה

 

 

 

Word that implies a wedding took place on the    

1st of Nissan 
  

 והתודו אהרן אלפים משה

 הכרבים מחנה קנאה שלשים

כתנח גרשון קהת מררי  

BONUS 



 

ANSWER KEY 

 

 מ א ש ב מ נ ש א א ד ג ל

 ש נ ו מ ו ל ש ר מ ר ר י

 ה ל  ה ס י נ י ר כ  ם ש א

 ב ע ת פ א  ק נ א ה ת ו ן

 י ע ו ר ר ש ל נ ב ק ן ל

 ה מ ד  ר ו ן ח ש מ פ ל ש

 א ב ו ש י מ מ ק י ה ו כ

 ק ה ת י ל נ א ט י ק ע ל

  ל ח ר א ת ש י ל ל ל ש ו

 מ  נ ל ן ש ה י ת פ פ ר ת

 י כ ו ב ה ת ג ם ה י ק מ

 ע ת א ל ל ה כ ר ב י ם ה

 

 

BONUS ANSWER:     כלות 
  



PARSHA SUDOKU 

 פרשת נשא
Place the letters (or image) into each box so that each row across and each column 

down and each box-square will contain all the letters (or images). Remember that 

each letter or image may appear only once in any row, column, or box-square 

BEGINNERS LEVEL (6 x 6) 

 פ ק ד י ה ם
 

   ם פ  

 פ     ם

  ם   פ 

  ד   ה 

 ה     י

   י ה  

 

INTERMEDIATE LEVEL (9 x 9) 

 ע ד ב ן ח מ ש י ם
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 י ד    ש ב  

  ש   ן ע   מ

   מ ח   ם  ע

    י ב  מ ם ן

 ח        ד

 מ ן ב  ש ם   

 ב  ן   ד ע  

 ד   ע י   ח 

   ש ם    י ב



 

 

 

 

 

ADVANCED LEVEL (9 x 9) 

 ע ד ב ן ח מ ש י ם
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Judaism is different from all other religions since at Har Sinai we had 600,000   

 

 
 

 מ   ב  ח   ד

   ב ע  ש ח  

  ע   ם    

 ש ד      ב ן

   מ    ש  

 י ח      ם מ

  ב   ח   י 

   ח ם  ן מ  

 ע   ש  ד   ב



ANSWER SHEET 

BEGINNERS LEVEL  (6 X 6)  

 פ ק ד י ה ם
 

 ד י ם פ ק ה

 פ ה ק ד י ם

 ק ם ה י פ ד

 י ד פ ם ה ק

 ה פ ד ק ם י

 ם ק י ה ד פ

INTERMEDIATE LEVEL (9 x 9) 

 ע ד ב ן ח מ ש י ם
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADVANCED LEVEL (9 X 9) 

 ע ד ב ן ח מ ש י ם
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 י ד ע מ ם ש ב ן ח

 ם ש ח ב ן ע י ד מ

 ן ב מ ח ד י ם ש ע

 ש ע ד י ב ח מ ם ן

 ח ם י ן ע מ ש ב ד

 מ ן ב ד ש ם ח ע י

 ב י ן ש ח ד ע מ ם

 ד מ ם ע י ב ן ח ש

 ע ח ש ם מ ן ד י ב

 מ ש י ב ן ח ם ע ד

 ם ן ב ע ד ש ח מ י

 ח ע ד י ם מ ב ן ש

 ש ד ע ח מ ם י ב ן

 ב ם מ ן ע י ש ד ח

 י ח ן ד ש ב ע ם מ

 ן ב ש מ ח ע ד י ם

 ד י ח ם ב ן מ ש ע

 ע מ ם ש י ד ן ח ב



PARSHA GEMATRIA 

NASO   נשא 

 

 

     וזאת

     משמרת

     משאם

     לכל

    516 עבדתם

     באהל

 70+2+4+400+40 516   מועד

     קרשי

     המשכן

     ובריחיו

     ועמודיו

     ואדניו

Bonus:      __________       Total Gematria value    

()ד,לא : מודיו ואדניוועמשכן ובריחיו משמרת משאם לכל עבדתם באהל מועד קרשי ה אתזו  

Their job (sons of Merari) will be to carry the boards, pillars, and sockets of the Mishkan." 

 

 

Instructions:  Using the key below for the numeric value of each Hebrew letter, determine:  

1. On the left side the numeric value of each word taken from a portion of a verse in the Parsha; then 

place that value in the blue column.   

2. On the right side determine the product of the math operations; then place that value in the tan 

column.   

3. Then match the numbers from the right side to the left side by drawing a line. 

 



It All Adds Up – Pashas Naso 

Fill in the missing numbers so each row, column, and diagonal each adds up!  

• The missing numbers are Hebrew letters valued between 1 and 400.  

• The numbers in each row add up to the number at the right of the row.  

• The numbers in each column add up to the number at the bottom of the column.  

• The numbers in each diagonal line add up the number to the right and above or below the 

diagonal. 

• Use Hebrew letters to enter the missing numbers. 

Bonus: After completion, circle the Hebrew word for son of Aharon 

    
 

547 

 633 פ   א ב

 407  ז כ ף ק

 651  י   ר

 453 מ  ר י 

 414 נ ח ש  

355 137 1220 275 371 732 

Hebrew Letters’ Numerical Value 

 א ב ג ד ה ו ז ח ט י כ ך

20 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 

 ל מ ם נ ן ס ע פ ף צ ץ ק ר ש ת

400 300 200 100 90 80 70 60 50 40 30 

 



 

 

 

 

ANSWER KEY 

 

     547 

 633 פ נ ש א ב

 407 ר ז כ ף ק

 651 א י ת מ ר

 453 מ ר ר י ג

 414 נ ח ש ו ן

355 137 1220 275 371 732 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



176 – A Long Number 

Parshas Naso is the lengthiest Parsha in the Torah, containing 176 verses. 

The number 176 is particularly related to length: 

Chapter 119 of Psalms, the longest chapter in Tanach, has 176 verses  

  (22 letters each with 8 verses). 

Bava Basra, the longest tractate of the Talmud, has 176 pages. 

(If a person applies oneself to Torah to the best of one’s abilities, one is counted by HaShem 

to an equal degree whether Gemara, Torah or saying Tehillim) 

 

Other connections with the number 176: 

176 is the midpoint of the number 351, the numerical value of the word נשא 

 

The Masorah provides two simanim:  

   (same numeric values as the number of verses in the Parsha):   

 equals 176   (60-ס ,6-ו ,40-מ ,70-ע)          עמוס       

 equals 176 (2-ב ,4-ד ,50-נ ,10-י ,40-מ ,70-ע)  עמינדב

(Each word begins with עם (nation)) 

 

 reality of a world of spiritual existence beyond this physical world (forever) לעולם

 

176 in Geometry: 

A cube contains three standard elements: 

 

 

8 corners (a point, one dimension) represented by the letter Yud (10)  

12 pillars (a diagonal line, two dimensions) represented by the letter Vav (6) 

6 planes (a vertices, three dimensions) represented by the letter Daled (4) 

(8*10) + (6*12) + (6*4) = 176 

Thus, 176 lies at the heart of the most basic development process in geometry 

 

176 In Kabalah:                    Represents 

the process of development from a simple point (one dimension) to an area that 

represents the essence of the Divine infinity. 



Why is the Standard “Nazir” Time-Unit Thirty Days? 
The Rema (Toras Haolah) writes that the purpose of conducting a period of nezirus is to help someone who had 

witnessed the disgrace and downfall of a Sotah to strengthen oneself so that the terrible trauma of being exposed to such an 

event would not have a deleterious effect upon him. The way to successfully do this would be to extend his limits to an 

extreme and abstain from physical pleasures for a while, after which his routine would gravitate back to a balanced middle 

ground.  

We see, explains the Rema, that in many situations, one’s nature and habitual conduct are altered after a period of 

thirty days. For example, if we want to change our speech habits in davening, and be sure that we have become accustomed 

to saying משיב הרוח as the seasons change, we rely upon the fact that one’s habit of saying this phrase properly has changed 

after thirty days. Also, in regard to certain civil obligations, a person is considered a member of his new city after residing 

there for thirty days. This time period establishes a new pattern, and a person’s status is evaluated according to the newly-

adopted situation. So, too, is the time period used in regard to abstinence from pleasures. It takes a thirty-day unit of time 

to determine a change in habit and routine, and this is when a person’s character will be affected. 

The Rema concludes that this is why the Torah declares קדש יהיה using the future tense. The objective of what the 

nazir hopes to accomplish will finally be attained after יהיה - after the thirty days have elapsed. 

The Chofetz Chaim notes that this halacha is indicated by means of a gematria, a numerical hint, in the letters of the 

word “יהיה”. We should be impressed, he says, that if a simple gematria results in several pages of discussion in the Gemara, 

how much more so must we heed every word and sentence throughout the Torah and give our full attention to the lessons 

that are contained within them! 

Thirty - ל - Lamed 
• Thirty days of the month 

• Thirty blows of the Shofar 

• "Malchus" is acquired through thirty attributes  

• Thirty-shekel value of an adult woman 

• The thirty tzadikim in whose merit the world stands 

• Thirty generations from Abraham to the destruction of the First Temple  

• Thirty levels of Kingship 

• Thirty categories of tzadikim in the World to Come 

 

ENTER HEBREW WORDS 

(ALL CONTAINING A LAMED) 

     1 Down  - Sefer in Tanach 

     1 Across -  Number 

     2 Down  -  Holidays in Torah 

     3 Across – Sefer in Tanach 

     3 Down  -  Famous woman in Tanach 

 

 

 

      1ק 
       
       
1ש     

2  
       
       
       
       
       
       
  3   3י  
       
       



NOTES FOR TEACHER OR PARENT 

 

 

 

ANSWER SHEET 

 

 

1 Down  - Sefer in Tanach 

1 Across -  Number 

2 Down  -  Holidays in Torah 

3 Across – Sefer in Tanach 

3 Down  -  Famous woman in Tanach 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FORM 

A vav - whose head (yud) looks 
downward - on a kaf. 

"A tower soaring in air." 
The only letter ascending above the 

line. 

A three-stage rocket ship soaring into outer space. 

NAME 

To learn; to teach. 

The power to direct and control the animal instinct. 

Learning secular skills; empirical knowledge. 

The yearning of the soul to learn Torah. 

Rectification of the power of imagination. 

Simultaneously learning in order to teach and in order to do. 

For more information on the meaning of Hebrew letters: 

    Rabbi Ginsburgh   The Inner Dimension   www.inner.org 

 Rabbi Aaron Raskin, Letters of Light          

 http://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/137068/jewish/Letters-of-Light.htm 

      1ק 

      ה 

      ל 
1ש ל ש י ת 

2  

  ל     

  ש     

  ר     

  ג     

  ל     

  י     

  3ם ש ל 3י  

     א  

     ל  

Age group – 12 years and up 

Objective of this lesson: 

Appreciate math in the Parsha 

Introduction to concepts within Judaism of 30 and the letter Lamed 

http://www.inner.org/
http://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/137068/jewish/Letters-of-Light.htm


PERSON CONNECTED TO THE PARSHA 

Shimshon (Samson) means, "man of the sun". He was the 13th of 14 Judges and ruled for 20 years. 

Shimshon was a Nazir, one that is dedicated to HaShem by promising to abstain from intoxicants, cutting one's 

nails and hair. He was from the tribe of Dan and the city of Zorah. He was famed for his strength despite his legs 

being lame. He fought against the Philistines but married their women. His mother's name was Zelponis and his 

father's name was Manoach. Shimshon lived in the city of Zorah, which was a part of the tribe of Dan. He was 

the savior of the Jews from the Philistines. However, the battles that Shimshon waged with the Philistines were 

almost always "personal adventures," often in response to personal affronts and confrontations. In this way he 

protected the Jews from retribution from the Philistines. The story of the dedication of Shimson as a nazir serves 

as the Haftorah for Parshas Naso. 

Shimshon's Mother Dreams of an Angel 

Like many other heroes, Shimshon was born to an older couple who had given up hope of having children.  When 

his mother was pregnant, she had a dream in which an angel told her that her son would be special. Because of 

this, she was not to drink wine or other liquor, or to eat anything unclean. When the boy was born she was not to 

cut his hair, for he was to be a Nazir. He would be destined to deliver Israel from its enemies. When the baby's 

father was told this, he asked that the angel give them further instructions about how to raise their son. This the 

angel did, appearing again to the mother when she was out in the fields.  This time she ran and got her husband, 

who came and asked the angel how they should raise the boy. The angel replied that they must not let him eat 

anything that came from a grapevine, or drink wine or other intoxicants, or eat anything unclean. After this the 

father, Manoah, offered a young goat on a rock to HaShem and the angel ascended to the sky in the flames of the 

fire. 

The Girl from Timnath 

Shimshon's mother eventually gave birth, and the boy was called Shimshon.  

When he was grown to manhood, he became a fighter, leading his people against their enemies the Philistines. 

Despite this, Shimshon “appeared” to have a weakness for Philistine girls. He saw and fell in love with one in a 

town called Timnath. 'Get her for me,' he said.  

But his parents objected. 'Can't you marry an Israelite girl instead?' they asked.  

'Get me that one,' said Shimshon. 'She is the one who pleases me.' 

So they set out for Timnath, to arrange the marriage. On the way 

Shimshon killed a lion with his bare hands - but somehow his 

parents did not know about this, and he did not tell them. Later he 

found a swarm of bees and honey inside the dead body of the lion. 

He took the honey and gave some to his parents, still not telling them 

where it came from. Then they went on to arrange the marriage.  

They returned home, and when it came time for the wedding 

Shimshon again walked to Timnath. He looked for the carcass of the 

lion he had killed and found it. It was full of bees. He scooped out the 

honey and ate it. 

The Wedding Banquet and the Riddle 

According to custom, Shimshon and his family had to give a banquet for the girl and all her family and friends - 

there were thirty people altogether. At the banquet, Shimshon made the guests a proposition. 'I will tell you a 

riddle,' he said. 'If you can solve it, I will give you each a new set of clothing. If you cannot solve it, you must 

each give me a new set of clothing - thirty sets in all.'  The guests accepted his challenge. 

This was the riddle: 'Out of the eater came something to eat; out of the strong came something sweet.' 

The guests puzzled and wondered, but they could not solve the riddle. But they had agreed to pay if they lost. So 

in desperation they went to the young girl and told her that she must find out the answer, or they would be seriously 

out of pocket. If she did not wheedle the answer out of Shimshon, something nasty would happen. 



The Riddle is Solved 

Frightened and upset, she went to Shimshon and him, she persuaded him to tell her the answer, and then she 

relayed it to the guests. That evening, the smirking men were able to tell Shimshon the answer to his riddle. 'What 

is sweeter than honey, and stronger than a lion?' Shimshon saw at once he had been tricked. He said 'If you had 

not ploughed with my heifer, you would not have guessed my riddle!' 

He still had to pay the debt to his wedding guests. So he went down to the Philistine city of Ashkelon and there 

he murdered thirty men, stripped the clothes off the bodies, and gave them to the men who had answered the 

riddle. Then, appearing to still be full of anger, he went home to his parents' house. Later, Shimshon went back 

to visit his wife, bringing gifts for her. But her father would not even let him into the house. 'I gave her to one of 

the wedding guests', he said. 'But don't worry. She has a younger sister who is prettier. You can have her.'  

Taking Revenge  
The girl's father had gone too far. Shimshon caught a large number of foxes, set their bushy tails on fire, and then 

released them into the wheat fields, vineyards, olive groves and storage silos of the Philistines, causing terrible 

havoc. In response, the Philistines went to the girl's house and burned it to the ground, with her and her father 

inside. Then they went after Shimshon. 

He was hidden in a cave. Only when his own people begged him to surrender did he come out. His own people 

bound him with new ropes and took him to the Philistine leaders - he did not resist. But once there, when the 

Philistines began to torment him, he easily broke the ropes, picked up the jawbone of a dead donkey and killed a 

large number of men with it. 

Delilah Appears 

Some time later after many other victories against the Philistines, Shimshon again fell in love, this time with a 

Philistine woman called Delilah. When they found out about it, the Philistine leaders came to her offering a large 

sum of money if she could find out the secret of Shimshon's strength. Delilah asked and asked; each time 

Shimshon put her off with false answers.  

If she tied him up with seven fresh tendons that had not been dried, he said, he would be as weak as a kitten. She 

tried it, and it didn't work. He simply threw off the tendons and laughed at her. If he were bound with new ropes 

that had never been used, he said, he would be weak. But she did that, and he simply broke the ropes apart. If she 

wove seven locks of his head into her weaving loom, he said, he would be weak. She did it, and he simply pulled 

his hair out of the weave. She was angry and frustrated. Three times you have deceived me, she said - and finally 

he told her the truth. I am strong because my hair has never been cut. If it were cut I would lose all of my 

strength. This time Delilah sensed he had told the truth. She sent a message to the Philistine leaders. "Come and 

get him", she said. 

Delilah Cuts Off Shimshon's Hair 

That night when Shimshon was sleeping she cut off his hair, and when he awoke, his hair and his strength were 

gone. He was easy prey for the Philistines, who took him away and gouged out his eyes. Death would have been 

kinder, but they were in no mood to be kind. 

Shimshon, now blind, was taken to the city prison. There he was loaded down with chains and set to work in the 

mill, turning the wheel that ground the flour. But slowly his hair grew back. 

One day he was brought out to amuse a crowd at a religious festival to honor their idol Dagon. He was placed on 

view between two large columns that supported the roof. He asked the boy who was leading him to put his hands 

against the pillars, and then he prayed to HaShem for strength, just one more time. He pushed on the pillars with 

all his might. The roof of the temple shuddered; he pushed more. Then it came crashing down onto the screaming 

crowd of Philistines and upon himself. 

Lesson 
G-d stipulated a special 'off-balance' element for Shimshon - that he should be a Nazirite. This was to make 

Shimshon develop other spiritual traits to 'maintain equilibrium', such as exemplary self-control and keen 

judgment. And when combined with miraculous strength, the salvation could be complete. The Israelites, at their 

lowest spiritual point, would be sufficiently impressed to change their idolatrous habits when they would see how 

G-d miraculously supports those showing exemplary desire to do His will. 



Nachshon ben Aminadav, Nasi of Yehudah 

ְוָקְרָבנֹו :במדבר ז,יג  

Baal HaTurim offers a number of explanations to explain the extra "Vav" in ve'Korbano (which the Torah does 

not insert by any of the other princes) which has a numeric value of 6:  

Firstly, he says, it hints at his six descendants, each of whom was destined to be blessed with six Berachos: 

Dovid, Moshiach, Daniel, and Chananyah, Misha'el and Azaryah (who were thrown into a furnace by 

Nevuchadnetzar and survived unscathed):  

Dovid - "He knows how to play (the harp), he is a mighty warrior and a man of war; he understands a matter, he 

is handsome and G-d is with him" (Shmuel 1, 16,18) all of which Chaza”l interpret with reference to the realm 

of Torah-study: 1) He knows how to ask questions; 2) He knows how to answer questions; 3) He is able to fight 

the battles of Torah-study; 4) He can extrapolate one thing from another; 5) He is able to arrive at the Halachah; 

and 6) The Halachah is like him at all times.  

Moshiach - "A spirit of wisdom and understanding, a spirit of counsel and strength, a spirit of knowledge and fear 

of G-d" (Yeshayah 11,2).  

Daniel and Chananyah, Misha'el and Azaryah - (When they were chosen to stand before King Nevuchadnetzar) - 

"Youths in whom there is no blemish, who are good-looking, skillful in all wisdom, discerning in knowledge, 

perceptive in learning and who have the stamina to stand (and serve) in the king's palace" (Daniel 1,4).  

Secondly, the extra Vav hints at the six “firsts” that took place on that famous day (Rosh Chodesh Nisan of the 

second year after leaving Egypt), when the Mishkan was erected: It was the first time that … 1) the Shechinah 

rested with Yisrael; 2) the Princes served in that capacity; 3) the Kohanim blessed Yisrael (Birchas Kohanim); 

4) the demarcation of the Camp of the Shechinah took place; 5) the Bamos (private altars) were prohibited; and 

6) the Heavenly fire descended and consumed the Korbanos.  

Thirdly: It hints at the six things that were taken away from Adam haRishon after he sinned and that will be 

returned when the 'son of Nachshon' (Moshiach) arrives:  

His brightness, as the Pasuk writes in Iyov (14,20) " … You changed his face and sent him away";  

His life … "for you are dust, and you will return to dust" (Bereishis, 3,19);  

His height … "and Adam hid" (Ibid. 3,8), to teach us that his height was shortened down to a hundred Amos;  

The fruit of the ground and the fruit of the trees… "The ground will be cursed because of you; with sadness will 

you eat from it …" (Ibid. 3,17);  

The luminaries "… the moon will be embarrassed and the sun will be ashamed" (Yeshayah 24,23). And we 

know that G-d hid them, from the Pasuk in Iyov (38,15) "And he withheld their light from the wicked".  

And from where do we know that all of the above are destined to be returned in the days of Mashi'ach?  

Adam haRishon's brightness as the Pasuk writes in Shoftim (5,31) "And His loved ones are like the rising sun 

in its might".  

His life … "For the days of My people are like the days of the tree" (Yeshayah 65,22) - with reference to the 

trunk of a sycamore tree, which has a lifespan of five hundred years;  

His height … "and I will lead you upright" (Bechukosai 26,13) - 'standing erect”  

The fruit of the ground and the fruit of the trees … as the Pasuk writes in (Zecharyah 8,12) "The vine will give 

its fruit and the land will give its produce".  

The luminaries … "The light of the moon will be like the light of the sun, and the light of the sun will be seven 

times as strong … " (Yeshayah 30,26).  

Fourthly: 'Let the son of Nachshon (Dovid haMelech) come with six Midos (see above) and dig the foundation 

of the (first) Beis haMikdash (See Gemara Succah 53a), just as Nachshon initiated the inauguration of the 

Mishkan'. 

 

  



PERSON CONNECTED TO THE PARSHA 

AVSHALOM 

The Gemara (Nazir 4b) states that Avshalom was a Nezir Olam, an eternal Nazir (this specific type of Nazir can 

cut his hair once every year). The Gemara (Sotah 9b) teaches us that Avshalom was impressed with his hair and 

that in truth (Sotah 10a) his hair was the root cause of his rebellion against his father. 

Five people were created with an “aspect of similarity to the One Above,” and they all were punished with those 

very characteristics. The original failure by Avshalom was caused through his hair. To understand this Gemara 

we look to the Pirkei D’Rabi Eliezer, which seems to be exactly the same as the Gemara, but adds on the words 

“were created similar to Adam HaRishon.” 

The Radal explains that the words of the Gemara, “aspect of similarity to the One Above,” are in unison with the 

words of the Pirkei D’Rabi Eliezer, for Adam HaRishon before the sin was perfect, similar to HaShem. Every 

one of these five people had a quality that they received from Adam when he was on the highest level of 

spirituality, before the sin. 

In Shmuel 2 chapter 18, we learn the story of how Avshalom rebelled against his father, and as he was riding his 

hair became entangled in a branch and the animal he was riding continued on, and Avshalom was left there 

hanging from the tree until Yoav, the general of Dovid, found him and killed him:  

The Gemara (Sotah 10a) tells us that after the death of Avshalom, Dovid cried and called him “בני, my son” eight 

times – seven to take him out of the seven levels of Gehinnom, and the eighth to reattach his body to his head. 

Others explain the eighth time he called him “בני - my son” was to enable Avshalom to enter into Heaven.  

How could the grave crimes committed by Avshalom be appeased by his father’s uttering of the word בני? 

Avshalom tried to murder his father and rebelled against him; how could a simple cry possibly erase that? 

AVSHALOM, DOVID AND ADAM HARISHON 

The Midrash (Bamidbar 14:2) teaches us that that Adam HaRishon gave years of his life to Dovid. For this gift, 

Dovid spent his life trying to rectify the sin of Adam HaRishon. The Arizal says that the Gemara (Sukkah 26a) 

says that Dovid never slept more than a minimum because he did not want to taste death, and that was also to 

rectify the sin of Adam HaRishon, which caused death to descend upon mankind. 

Many sefarim use this wonderful foundation to explain the Gemara (Sanhedrin 107:a): "Dovid was supposed to 

be with Batsheva, but his timing was too early".  

They point out that the Gemara implies from the wording used by the Gemara that the marriage between Dovid 

and Batsheva was not an ordinary “match,” but was really the reincarnation of their own previous marriage, Dovid 

being reincarnated from Adam HaRishon and Batshevah being reincarnated from Chava.  There is a reason that 

their marriage produced Shlomo Hamelech, who built the first Beis Hamikdash, and could have completely wiped 

out the affects of the sin of Adam and Chava. It was destined for perfection and greatness. But because their 

timing was slightly off, they could not bring forth the complete forgiveness needed to usher in the final, everlasting 

Beis Hamikdash. 

The punishment for the marriage was as Nathan Hanavi warned them, “You will have a bad uprising from within 

your home.” (Shmuel 2 12,11) Avshalom, as we have learned, was born and had the hair of Adam HaRishon.  

Dovid, who was the gilgul of Adam HaRishon, produced a child, Avshalom, who had received the hair of Adam 

HaRishon. This was done in order for Avshalom to help Dovid attain forgiveness for the sin of the Eitz Hadaas. 

Since Dovid took Batsheva, who was the gilgul of Chava, before the proper time, and Avshalom, who had the 

opportunity but failed to rectify Adam HaRishon’s sin due to the haughtiness caused by his hair, they were both 

led to suffer together. The punishment of having a child like Avshalom, who rebelled against his father, was 

fitting. Dovid was greatly pained over Avshalom, who died by being hung from a tree by his hair. As we shall 

see, together in their pain, Dovid and Avshalom brought about the proper forgiveness. 

 



AVSHALOM’S DEMISE 
Although HaShem said that Avshalom was the punishment for Dovid, we still have to understand how Avshalom 

himself failed; what was his thought process to rebel against his father? 

The Shelah explains in the name of the Rikanti that “the hair gains its strength from the brain.” Avshalom felt that 

since Dovid sinned when he took Batsheva, he therefore failed in his mission to attain forgiveness for Adam 

HaRishon and was not qualified to be king. 

Avshalom felt that since he had the hair of Adam HaRishon, it was up to him to continue this great mission. He 

himself was going to have the crown of Nezirus, as well as the crown of kingship, in order to finish the job at 

which Dovid had failed. 

As Dovid was crying bitterly, he was forgiven for the sin of Batsheva. At the moment Avshalom was hanging 

from the tree, he came to recognize that he had been unable to accomplish his mission with his hair. The manner 

of his death showed him how his “hair” was still intertwined with the tree, meaning the Eitz Hadaas. His rebellion 

was supposed to help Dovid be forgiven, because it was Dovid’s responsibility to rectify the sin of Adam 

HaRishon – Avshalom was not meant to complete the mission, but rather to help Dovid complete it! 

The Gemara (Sotah 10a) teaches us that Avshalom did not cut off his hair and free himself from the tree because 

when he took the sword to do so, he saw Gehinnom open before him and said that “it is better that I hang with 

my hair than enter Gehinnom.” 

AVSHALOM’S CONFESSION 
What was he thinking as he was hanging between Heaven and Earth by his hair from a tree? He was holding a 

sword, and the only thing between his escape and certain death was to simply cut his hair off. Still, he didn’t do 

it, because Gehinnom loomed before him. 

In spiritual terms, he was “hanging between Heaven and Earth by his hair,” for he had the choice to accept the 

Judgment from above and gain eternal life, or cut his hair and save his physical life. 

When he recognized the connection between his hair and the tree and the history behind both, he accepted the 

Judgment and repented in the true form. He saw the ways of the world and where he had erred, as well as where 

he now had the chance to fix up his mistake. 

As we stated above, when Dovid heard of his son’s death, he cried and called him “my son” eight times, to take 

him out of Gehinnom and bring him into Heaven. Dovid felt that he was the cause of Avshalom’s sin; he created 

the environment that led to Avshalom losing his direction. Dovid, who came from Adam HaRishon, felt that the 

history of the sin of the Eitz Hadaas is what started this entire spiraling of events leading to his son’s demise, 

including his wrongdoing in approaching Batsheva before the proper time. Avshalom inherited the hair and lost 

his way, but it all began with Dovid. Every action a father takes directly affects his children too. Dovid said “my 

son” to imply that he himself was the cause of Avshalom’s sin. Therefore, he prayed to release his son from 

Gehinnom. 

This again shows us how wonderful and mystical are the ways of HaShem and how little we humans understand. 

But nevertheless we must thrive and never tire to dig into the Torah to taste the sweetness and endless depths of 

Torah.   

(based on Shebili Pinchas Parshas Naso by Rabbi Pinches Friedman) 
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Parsha Pizzazz Naso 

In last week's parsha, we picked up the story of the Jewish people as they traveled through 
the desert, on their way from Egypt to Israel. Moshe took a count of the adult men and the 
Levi'im. In this week's parsha, we'll learn about the special jobs of the Levi'im, a holy person 
called a nazir, and a not-so-holy person called a sotah.  

Parshat Naso is the longest parsha in the Torah, with 176 pesukim (verses). It's interesting 
that the longest chapter in the entire Tanach is chapter 119 of Tehillim (Psalms), which also 
has 176 pesukim. And as if that isn't enough, the longest tractate of the Talmud, Bava Batra, 
has 176 pages! What is the significance of this unusual coincidence? It's a mystery? Maybe 
you will be the one to finally figure it out! 

Bamidbar and Naso, which we read right after the harsh words of punishment in parshat 
Bechukotai, give us a needed break, to focus on the positive and prepare ourselves for the 
receiving of the Torah. In these parshiyot, the Jewish people are counted - teaching us that 
every single Jew counts and every Jew received the Torah on Mount Sinai. And when every 
Jew goes to synagogue on Shavuot to hear the reading of the Ten Commandments, each 
one receives the Torah all over again. 

 

Still Counting? 

 Moshe finished counting the adult men, the Levi'im (including the children), and the men of 
the family of Levi's son Kehat. You might think that would be enough counting for a while - 
but HaShem said to Moshe: 
  
"Please count the men of the family of Levi's son Gershon who are between the ages of 30 
and 50. Their job will be to carry the woven materials of the Mishkan." 
  
The men of Gershon would transport the 
beautiful curtains and partitions of the 
Mishkan in covered wagons. 

 
... and Counting 
After that, there was still some counting 
left to do.  
  
"Moshe," HaShem said, "please count the 
men of the family of Levi's son Merari who 
are between the ages of 30 and 50. Their 
job will be to carry the boards, pillars, and 
sockets of the Mishkan." 



 Together with his brother, Aharon, Moshe did 
the counting. Aharon's son, Itamar, supervised 
the carrying and assigned each man a 
particular job to do. Like the men of Gershon, 
the men of Merari also used wagons to carry 
their holy cargo. (Where did they get the 
wagons? You'll find out soon!) 

 
It's a Privilege 
It was a great honor for the Levi'im to carry the 
holy objects of the Mishkan. Besides doing 
that, they had other special jobs, too. Some 

helped the Kohanim with the sacrifices, and some guarded the Mishkan. Still others sang 
beautiful songs and played musical instruments while the daily sacrifices were offered.  
  
The sound of the music created a happy and pleasant atmosphere in the Mishkan, and the 
holy words helped bring forgiveness to the Jewish people. 

 
To Tell the Truth 
We've just read all about the holiest people, who carried holy objects and did holy work in 
the Mishkan - the holiest place. All this holiness! But this week's parsha also discusses what 
happens when people act in a way that is not so holy.  
  
It sometimes happened that a husband might find out that his wife had been alone with 
another man, and wondered, "Hm? It's possible that they were talking about the weather, or 
playing a game of chess. But perhaps they are getting too comfortable together, and are 
acting as if they are married? That wouldn't be right!" 
  
So the husband would say to his wife, "Please stay away from that man. I don't want you to 
be alone with him!" 
  
Later, if the husband suspected that despite his request, his wife had been alone with the 
man, he could bring his wife to court - the highest court of all - the Sanhedrin, the great court 
with 70 judges. A woman who was suspected by her husband was called a sotah, which 
means, "one who has left the way of modesty." (The word sotah is related to the word shoteh, 
which means "foolish person.") 
  
The judges would ask the woman, "Were you alone with that man?" 
  
If the woman said that she did not do anything wrong, the judges gave her a test, to see if 
she was telling the truth. She was brought to a Kohein, who would prepare a simple sacrifice 
of barley flour for her.  
  
A crowd of people would gather to witness the miracle that was about to take place. 
  
Then the Kohein made a strange drink. First he filled a cup with water from the kiyor - the 
washbasin in the Mishkan. He mixed in some dust from the floor. Then he wrote pesukim 
(verses) containing HaShem's name on parchment, and then erased HaShem's name by 
scratching off the dried ink into the water. 
 "Please drink this water," the Kohein would tell her, "and then we'll know if your words are 
true." 



 
 The woman would drink the mixture, and, miraculously, if she was not telling the truth, it 
would cause her to die. If she was telling the truth, the water would not harm her at all. In 
fact, the woman would then be given a blessing for healthy, beautiful children - to make up 
for the embarrassment of having been brought to court by her husband. In the end, her trial, 
although difficult, would result in shalom bayit - peace in the home. 
  
From this we see that shalom bayit is so important that HaShem is even willing to have His 
holy name erased, just for the sake of restoring peace between husband and wife. This is 
the real meaning behind the miraculous trial of the sotah. 

 
A Holy Promise 
When people watched the sotah's test, some might have thought, "Maybe that woman drank 
too much wine, and that's why she did something she was not supposed to do?" 
  
Sometimes, a person might then decide, "If wine leads to doing the wrong thing, I won't ever 
drink wine! Then I will be truly holy." 
  
If a person makes a promise not to drink wine, this is the first step toward becoming a nazir, 
which means, "one who separates himself."  
  
(Even though we're using the word "he," a nazir could actually be a man or a woman. A 
female nazir is called a nezira.) 
  
HaShem taught Moshe special laws for people who wanted to take a vow to become a nazir. 
Such a person had to keep three promises: 
  

-        Not to drink wine or grape juice, or eat anything at all made from grapes. In order 
to make sure he wouldn't forget his promise, a nazir would not go to parties! By 
staying home and spending time learning Torah instead, a nazir raised himself to 
a higher level of holiness. 

  
-        Not to cut his hair. A nazir would let his hair grow long, and would not even make 

it look neat by combing it. Since he was not concerned with his outward 
appearance, he could concentrate on his inner qualities and work on strengthening 
his connection to HaShem. 

  



-        Not to touch a dead body. Since HaShem considers a nazir to be as holy as the 
Kohein Gadol, a nazir would not be permitted to become tamay (impure). He could 
not even bury his close relatives, including his father and mother. 

 
 You may have heard the famous story about one well-known nazir named Shimshon 
(Samson in English). He was unique because it was known that he would be a nazir even 
before he was born, and he kept the laws of a nazir even as a child. When he grew up, he 
became a leader of the Jewish people, and was known far and wide for his amazing 
strength. He fought off whole armies of the enemy Plishtim single-handedly. Not 
surprisingly, he got quite a reputation and was greatly feared! 
  
One of his wives, Delilah, who was from the Plishtim but converted to Judaism, wasn't really 
loyal to Shimshon. When she found out that the reason for his incredible power was the fact 
that he never cut his hair, she sneaked up on him while he was sleeping one night and cut 
off seven locks of hair from his head!  
 

When he awoke, he felt weak. When he tried to face the Plishtim army in battle, he was 
injured for the first time ever, blinded in both eyes. The Plishtim had a party and gathered 
around to make fun of him - at last, the mighty Shimshon was in their hands! But Shimshon 
prayed to HaShem, and his prayer was answered with one last burst of strength. He gave a 
great push to the pillars that held up the building where thousands of Plishtim surrounded 
him? and the whole building collapsed! Shimshon died a hero - and the Plishtim left the Jews 
in peace. 

 
Bless You! 
Even though nowadays we don't have a Beit HaMikdash, and so the Kohanim can't do the 
work of bringing korbanot (sacrifices), Kohanim today still have special status. One of the 
ways that we can still experience this is in synagogue on the holidays of Pesach, Shavuot, 
and Sukkot, when the Kohanim bless the congregation. The special blessing they say is 
called Birkat HaKohanim. (In Israel, Birkat HaKohanim is said every day, not just on Yom 
Tov.) 
  
At the end of the Mussaf ("additional") prayer, the chazzan (cantor) calls, "Kohanim!" All of 
the Kohanim come forward and stand facing the congregation. They hold up their hands in 
a special shape - it's a little like the secret handshake of the Kohanim, and it's used only by 
them, and only during Birkat HaKohanim.  
  
The "windows" between their fingers let the "light" in. 

 


