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 CALENDAR REVIEW: 295 Hebrew dates
follow the LO ADU pattern (really 7 variations that repeat). From after 29
Marcheshvan until and including 30 Sh'vat are up to 90 dates that do not
follow LO ADU. Adar gets back to the LO ADU ROSH system. How so? In a
12 months, 1 Adar year, 30 Sh'vat can be Su, Tu, Th, or F - but not W. That
means that the first of Adar can be on M, W, F, or Shabbat - d"b` `l. 
In a M'uberet, 30 Sh'vat can be Su, Tu, W, F but not Th. So the first of Adar
Alef can be M, W, Th, Sh. e"b` `l. In which case, the First of Adar Bet will be
d"b` `l. Either way, R"Ch Nisan will be e"ca `l. Back to 'normal'. 
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Candles YITRO Havdala M is hpa tim

4:39 Yerushalayim / Maale Adumim 5:53 4:45 5:59

4:57 Aza area (Netivot, S'deirot, et al) 5:56 5:03 6:02

4:55 Beit Shemesh / RBS 5:54 5:01 6:00

4:54 Gush Etzion 5:54 5:00 5:59

4:54 Raanana / Tel Mond / Herzliya / Kfar Saba 5:54 5:01 6:00

4:54 Modi'in / Chashmona'im 5:54 5:01 6:00

4:54 Netanya 5:54 5:01 6:00

4:54 Be'er Sheva / Otniel 5:55 5:00 6:01

4:55 Rehovot 5:55 5:01 6:00

4:39 Petach Tikva 5:54 4:45 6:00

4:53 Ginot Shomron 5:53 5:00 5:59

4:43 Haifa / Zichron 5:53 4:49 5:59

4:53 Gush Shiloh 5:52 4:59 5:58

4:53 Tel Aviv / Giv'at Sh'muel 5:55 4:59 6:00

4:54 Giv'at Ze'ev 5:53 5:00 5:59

4:55 Chevron / Kiryat Arba 5:54 5:01 6:00

4:56 Ashkelon 5:56 5:03 6:02

4:55 Yad Binyamin 5:55 5:01 6:00

4:41 Tzfat / Bik'at HaYarden 5:50 4:47 5:56

Rabbeinu Tam (J'lem) - 6:32pm       Next week: 6:38pm
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 Guest article by Rabbi David Walk

MIND GAMES
There have been a small number of
outstanding people who used to
approach young adults at the Kotel and
offer them a Shabbat meal or a Yeshiva
experience.  This was the beginning of
a Torah life style for many of these
people in search, the 'backpackers of
the Wall'.  Besides paying homage to
their untiring efforts, I want to mention
one of the famous quotes they would
sometimes use:  You look familiar to
me; I must remember you from Har
Sinai.  This ingenious 'pick up' line is
based on a powerful Midrash that,
indeed, all Jewish souls stood together
at the foot of Har Sinai in the presence
of God during the remarkable
revelation that momentous morning
3300 years ago.  So, what was so special
about the incident at Sinai that we all
had to be there?

First of all, the concept that every
Jewish soul was present at Har Sinai is
based on a Talmudic statement:  When
Moshe told the Jews 'but with those
standing here with us today before the
Lord, our God, and also with those who
are not here with us, this day
(Deuteronomy 29:14)' refers to the Jews
physically standing at Har Sinai and to
all future generations and converts
(Shavuot 39a). This idea is very
powerful.  However, I'm not sure what it
means.  It could mean that since souls
are not physical entities they are not
bound by time, so they could have
been there, too.  Or, perhaps, like many
Midrashim, it's not meant literally.  It's a

metaphor explaining to us how we are
the eternal extension of our ancestors
who literally stood there and accepted
the covenant of Torah.  Don't know.  My
own thinking changes and wavers over
time.  In reality, I have another
question.
Why Har Sinai?  Why did the Torah hint
and the Sages state explicitly that the
universally shared experience of our
people should be the epiphany at
Sinai?  I mean, it's not a bad candidate.
It is the basis for our acceptance of
Torah and mitzvot, but I would have
chosen another event.  Last week, we
read that at the splitting of the Sea the
Jews proclaimed, 'THIS is my God
(Exodus 15:2)!'  The use of the
demonstrative pronoun zeh, led the
Sages to make the following
unbelievable statement, quoted by
Rashi, 'The lowest rungs of society saw
more at the Sea than Yechekel saw
when the heavens opened before him
(Mechilta).'  In other words, the clearest
view of God ever achieved by mortals
was at the shore of the Sea.  Shouldn't
that be the experience we all want to
share? Wasn't that the pinnacle of
Divine revelation?  We must explore to
find that unique quality of the
revelation of Sinai that made it the
most worthy event for universal
participation.

Although we can make a case for Sinai's
importance being based on our
adherence to Torah and loyalty to our
system of halacha, I think that we have
to look elsewhere.  There's a very cool
verse right after                        cont. p.



OU Israel Center TT 1262    page 5     YITRO 5778

Heartfelt condolences to the
children and family of

TOBY WILLIG d"r
A larger than life one-of-a-kind

milyexie oeiv ila` x`y jeza mkz` mgpi mewnd

Yitro
17th of 54 sedras; 
5th of 11 in Sh'mot

Written on 138 lines in a Torah, (46th)

15 Parshiyot; 4 open, 11 closed

75* p'sukim - ranks 47th
(only 7 sedras have fewer p'sukim)

1105 words, 4022 letters - ranks 46th

Yitro is the smallest sedra in Sh'mot

*Tradition is that Yitro has 72 p'sukim, not
75. If we count DIBROT rather than p'sukim
for the Aseret HaDibrot, then the number
drops to 72 (from 75) and that probably
explains the difference. 

HOWEVER... when we read the Aseret
haDibrot with TAAMEI HA'ELYON (as
Dibrot), there are only 9 p'sukim/dibrot,
since the first two are definitely combined.
Total: 71.

Yitro contains 17 of the 613 mitzvot;
3 positive and 14 prohibitions

Note that 14 of the 17 mitzvot in Yitro are
within the Aseret HaDibrot. That means
that Ten Commandments is not really the
best translation for Aseret HaDibrot. The
Ten Statements might be a better
rendering of Aseret HaDibrot - or Aseret
HaD'varim, as the Torah calls them.

[P> X:Y (Z)] and [S> X:Y (Z)] indicate start
of a parsha p'tucha or s'tuma. X:Y is
Perek:Pasuk of the beginning of parsha; 
(Z) is the number of p'sukim in the parsha.

Numbers in [square brackets] are the
Mitzva-count of Sefer HaChinuch AND
Rambam’s Sefer HaMitzvot. A=ASEI; L=LAV
(prohibition). X:Y is the perek & pasuk from
which the mitzva comes.

Kohen - First Aliya 
12 p'sukim - 18:1-18
[P> 18:1 (27)] Yitro, Moshe's father-
in-law, hears "all that has happened" to
the Children of Israel and comes to
Moshe with Tzipora and Moshe's
(actually, Tzipora's - that’s how the
Torah describes them!) two sons,
Gershom and Eliezer. Moshe, Aharon,
and the Elders welcome Yitro with
great honor. Yitro praises G-d for all
that He has done for the People.

 The straight reading of this
portion is that Yitro heard about the
Crossing of the Sea and the battle with
Amalek. These are the events recorded
in the previous sedra. Other commen-
taries point to certain textual
references about Sinai and are of the
opinion that Yitro came after Matan
Torah, some time during the almost
one year that the People were camped
near Sinai. If this is so, then we have an
example of "there is no set order in the
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Dedicated L’ilui Nishmat
l"f ozp 'x oa xi`n cec 'x

Meyer Rich l"f
whose 7th yahrtzeit is hay c"k

Torah's account..." and we can add the
events of Sinai to the list of what Yiro
"heard and came". Of course, when the
Torah does not follow chronological
sequence, there are reasons... some-
times we get insight into what those
reasons might be.

VAYICHAD YITRO, Yitro was delighted
with all of the good that G-d had done
for the people of Israel. That’s the
“plain” meaning of the word. Rashi
mentions another possible meaning of
the word - of the skin breaking out in
“goose-bumps”, perhaps a subcon-
scious feeling of mortification for the
downfall of his former colleagues. One
has to be sensitive and careful with
what one says to a convert or potential
convert.

Levi - Second Aliya 
11 p'sukim - 18:13-23
On the "following day", Yitro observes
Moshe judging the People from
morning until night. He offers sugges-
tions for a more efficient system.
Moshe should teach the People what
G-d requires of them, and he should
also handle the most difficult
questions and disputes. But the bulk of
the daily judging should be assigned to
qualified individuals who will be in

charge of groups of ten, fifty, a
hundred, and a thousand people. Yitro
explains that this new system will not
only make things easier for Moshe, but
the people too will be benefited.

(This portion of the sedra definitely
seems to have occurred after Matan
Torah, even if you want to say that Yitro's
original arrival was before.)

 "On the following day..." The
plain meaning would be, on the day
following Yitro's arrival. Rashi, however,
quotes the Midrash in saying that the
day was the morrow of Yom Kippur, that
very first Yom Kippur when Moshe came
down from the mountain with the
second set of Luchot. This makes an
important statement, that not only is
building the Mishkan an essential part of
the "getting back to life following the
Golden Calf disaster" period, but so is the
everyday social and civil functioning of
the people.

In the big picture, we see that Parshat
Yitro with the main description of
Matan Torah precedes Mishpatim with
its mundane, everyday, down-to-earth
laws. Yet at the beginning of Yitro, we
find this out-of-sequence portion of the
Mishpatim-related concept. And at the
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end of Mishpatim, we have the rest of
the story of Maamad Har Sinai. So
which really comes first - the lofty,
spiritual dimensions of Judaism, or
everyday life? We can (and should) look
at it as a package deal.

However you look at the first part of the
sedra, the story of Yitro seems to be an
interruption between the events of the
Exodus and the Splitting of the Sea on
the one hand, and Matan Torah on the
other. But it is definitely NOT an
interruption - it is a prerequisite for
Matan Torah. Moshe's view of the
judging process, as he explains to Yitro
who asks him what he's doing, is that
the people come to him LIDROSH ET
HA'ELOKIM, to seek out G-d. Yitro's
point is that there is a lack of civility
among the disputing individuals which
must be handled BEFORE they can
pursue Knowledge of G-d. This
interlude about civil justice can teach
us that good interpersonal relations
allows us to really benefit from Matan
Torah. Similarly, Derech Eretz Kodma
LaTorah.

Shlishi - Third Aliya 
4 p'sukim - 18:24-27
Moshe accepts Yitro's suggestions and
selects the judges. Commentaries point
out that the actual qualifications of
the judges that Moshe selected were
more "modest" than Yitro had recom-
mended. In theory, the very highest
caliber person should be sought after
as judge. In reality, we often have to
settle for the best we can find in our
society.
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Moshe sends Yitro off on his journey
to Midyan (to convert his family, says
Rashi).

Notice that the first three Aliyot are all
part of a single parsha, the parsha of
Yitro (not to be confused with weekly
sedra of Yitro). Pull that parsha out of
the Torah for a moment (don't worry,
we'll put it right back), and the next
thing we read about is Israel traveling
from Refidim towards Sinai. This follows
smoothly from the battle with Amalek
which took place in Refidim. Sequen-
tially, the removed parsha of the Yitro
episode is not missed at all. Therefore,
it seems obvious that the Yitro portion
is there for its lesson value alone. Which
is fine, and is how we understand the
EIN SEDER MUKDAM U'M'UCHAR
BATORAH phenomenon. The Torah is
not just going to put things out of
chonological order for no good reason
(as mentioned earlier).

R'vi'i - Fourth Aliya 
6 p'sukim - 19:1-6
Here begins the Torah reading for
Shavuot morning

[P> 19:1 (25)] The Torah now returns
to the sequence of Y'tzi'at Mitzrayim to
Matan Torah. On Rosh Chodesh Sivan
(six weeks after leaving Egypt) the

Children of Israel arrive at Sinai.

Worth reviewing...
In the third month following the
Exodus, on THIS day, they (the Children
of Israel) arrived at the Sinai Wilderness.
Why THIS day; THAT day is how you tell
a story. The answer is that Torah isn’t a
once-upon-a-time, a-long-time-ago
story book. The Torah is a living guide
for us, to be constantly rediscovered.
Every day, each Jew should imagine
him- or herself at Sinai receiving the
Torah anew. Today we have come out
of Egyptian bondage; today we stand
at the foot of Mt. Sinai eagerly awaiting
Divine Revelation, and today we
commit ourselves to G-d and what He
asks of us. Today is the first day of the
rest of our lives - as the saying goes
(and it's a good saying). The words of
Torah which we learn and live should
never become stale. They should be in
our eyes as if TODAY we have received
them. We should learn Torah and do
mitzvot with the freshness and
enthusiasm of a first-time experience.
This too fits well with the "Yitro model".
The challenge: Be a true Torah Jew all
your life, for as many years as G-d gives
you, but have an enthusiasm that is
more common to converts and Baalei
T'shuva.
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Mazal Tov
to

Rabbi Avi & Pnina
Berman
and to

Rabbanit Sara Eisner
and families on the

marriage of their children

Meir 1 Rachel Leah
Mazal Tov to grandparents

Fyvie & Rochel Leah Berman
and Alex & Daniella Kuflik

After settling in at the foot of Mount
Sinai, Moshe ascends to G-d (whatever
that really means) and G-d tells him
what he is to say to the women and
men (sequence is intentional and
based on the analysis of the terms Beit
Yaakov and then Bnei Yisrael). A clear
connection is made between G-d's
having taken us out of Egypt and His
taking us to Him as His Chosen People
- with the condition that we follow
Him and His Torah. It is true that a
Jew is a Jew regardless of his keeping
the Torah or not, but it is clear that
G-d has always demanded of us that
we be committed to Torah and Mitzvot
in order for our relationship with Him
to be mutual and actively positive from
both sides. 

Chamishi 5th Aliya
13 p'sukim - 19:7-19
Moshe presents G-d's words to the
Elders (and the People), who answer

with a resounding "All that G-d says we
will do". (Not yet with the famous
Naaseh V'Nishma - that comes next
week.) Moshe then tells the people to
prepare for three days to receive the
Torah. During this time, the Mountain
was off-limits (to people and to
animals). On the morning of the third
day, the People gather at the foot of
the mountain to the accompaniment of
the supernatural sounds and sights of
the Shofar, thunder, lightning, and
smoke. G-d will speak to Moshe in
such a manner that the People will be
witness to this direct communication.
When Moshe will speak, G-d will
answer with a "voice" (and not just via
a vision or spiritual telepathy - so that
the people could be part of the experi-
ence).
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Hakamat Matzeiva
to honor the memory of

Dr. Saul Isserow l"f
will take place this

Thursday (Feb 1) at 9:30am
Please gather at the
main parking lot of
Har HaMenuchot

Kibud Kal following
For information, 054-471-2134

 G-d tells Moshe that the People
should "sanctify themselves today AND
tomorrow". It is relatively easy to
sanctify oneself on the day of the great
miraculous events of Matan Torah. The
challenge to each of us is to sanctify
ourselves on the many tomorrows that
follow. The days after the wondrous
events... The days when our lives return
to "normal". This is what being Jewish is
about. Yom Kippur is special and holy.
Our additional challenge is to sanctify
the day after Yom Kippur. We sanctify
the mundane. Therefore, there really
is nothing that is actually mundane
for us.

Shishi - Sixth Aliya 
20 p'sukim - 19:20-20:14
G-d descends onto Har Sinai (so to
speak) and calls to Moshe to join Him.
G-d tells Moshe to repeat the warning
against approaching the mountain.
Moshe then goes down to the people to
tell them G-d's words.

[S> 20:1 (1)] G-d (Elokim) speaks all
the following things, saying...

What follows is/are Aseret HaDibrot,
the Ten Commandments. They are
comprised of 13 p'sukim which contain
14 mitzvot of the Torah's 613.

[S> 20:2 (5)] What we call the first two
commandments (or sayings or
statements) are combined in a single
parsha of 5 p'sukim. They can be seen
as two sides of the same coin. You
must believe in G-d; you may not
believe in other gods... Some

Chumashim consider the ANOCHI
pasuk and LO YIHYEH... to be a single
pasuk. In Taamei HaElyon they are
definitely joined into a single pasuk.

The first commandment sounds like a
statement by G-d - an introductory
remark, perhaps, to what follows, but
is viewed by Rambam, Chinuch, and
others as a mitzva to believe in G-d
[25, A1 20:2]. (And others do view it as
an introductory statement.)

The second commandment contains
several prohibitions related to idolatry.
Specifically, not to believe in other
gods [26,L1 20:3] (this mitzva includes
the prohibition of having no belief at
all - atheism), not making idols [27,L2
20:4], nor bowing to them (even
without believing in them) [28,L5
20:5], nor worshiping idols in any
manner [29,L6 20:5]. Note that this
commandment deals with both the
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thought and actions of Avoda Zara
(idolatry).

[S> 20:7 (1)] The third command-
ment prohibits swearing in vain
[30,L62 20:7]. 

This is defined as (1) swearing to the
truth of something that is obviously
true and well-known - e.g. that the Sun
is hot; (2) to swear in denial of an
obvious truth - that the Moon is made
of cheese. Interestingly, this is not
considered a lie or a false oath, since -
hopefully - everyone knows that the
Moon is not made of cheese. Only
when the truth of a matter is unknown
do we use the term lie and false oath. A
vain oath is just as serious as a false
one, so this distinction is largely
academic, but it emphasizes the
seriousness of being flippant in regard
to swearing; (3) to swear to violate the
Torah - e.g. that one will eat pork. Such
an oath is immediately void since we
are considered to have taken a prior
oath (at Sinai) to not eat pork. Hence,
the oath is in vain and is a disrespectful
use of G-d's name; (4) to swear to do
something that is impossible - e.g. to
stay awake for a full week. The common
denominator of these types of vain
oaths is that they all "cheapen" the use
of G-d's name and threaten the smooth
functioning of society which often must
rely on the seriousness of a real oath. 

In addition to actual vain oaths, this

mailto:Lenny@LDevents.com


May the Torah learned from
this issue of Torah Tidbits be p"rl

my dear wife
ELSA LEIBLER d"r
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In loving memory of
Rabbi Dr. O. Asher Reichel l"vf

on his sixth yahrzeit, hay h"i

From the Bronner and Reichel Families

prohibition is considered by some
authorities to include the saying of a
BRACHA L'VATALA, and its partner, a
BRACHA SHE-EINO TZ'RICHA. Saying
G-d's name in vain is forbidden but is
not considered part of this Command-
ment #3. It falls under one or more
other isurim.

[P> 20:8 (4)] Commandment #4 deals
with Shabbat and contains the positive
mitzva to remember the Shabbat with
Kiddush [31, A155 20:8], and the
prohibition of all manner of Melacha,
specific categories of creative activ-
ities [32, L320 20:10].

The mitzva of ZACHOR includes saying
Kiddush as Shabbat enters, and
Havdala as Shabbat leaves. (Officially,
K&H are said in davening as a
fulfillment of the Torah command, and
again with wine, in fulfillment of a
Rabbinic command. It's a bit more
complicated than that, but this is the
basic idea.) Prohibitions of Melacha are
divided into 39 categories, each of
which contains other related activities,
usually with the same goal. E.g.,
PLANTING is one of the 39 categories;
watering, pruning, fertilizing all help
the growth of plants and are TOLADOT
of PLANTING, and are also considered
Torah violations of equal seriousness to
the parent melacha, Planting-ZOREI'A. 

Aside from these two mitzvot about

Shabbat, there are three others in the
Torah - last week's prohibition of
T'CHUM SHABBAT, next week's positive
command to abstain from melacha (the
other side of the prohibition here), and
Vayakhel's prohibition of courts carry-
ing out punishments on Shabbat.

[S> 20:12 (1)] The fifth commandment
is to honor one's parents [33, A210
20:12].

Grandparents, in-laws, older (or
possibly oldest) brother (maybe sister
too), and teachers are included in this
mitzva, but with different parameters.
Honor of parents is usually considered
to refer to that which one does for
one's parents, in contrast to reverence
(fear) of parents which includes that
which should not be done because it
would be disrespectful.

[S> 20:13 (2/11 of the pasuk)] #6 is the
prohibition of MURDER [34, L289
20:13], which is considered the
antithesis of Belief in G-d, since
murder directly negates creation of
human being in His image.

[S> 20:13 (2/11)] Commandment #7
against ADULTERY [35, L347 20:13] is
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the prohibition of having relations
with a married woman, but as a
"chapter heading" it also points to the
other forbidden relations.

[S> 20:13 (2/11)] LO TIGNOV, #8
[36,L243 20:13], which is specifically
defined as kidnapping, but is also the
category header of many mitzvot in the
Torah.

[S> 20:13 (5/11 of a pasuk)] #9 is the
prohibition of "bearing false witness"
[37,L285 20:13]. 

We can see in this mitzva, as well as
many others, how important it is to
G-d, so to speak, that we be able to
function as a society. Both oaths and
testimony are necessary for the estab-
lishment of TRUTH, in the absence of
having direct first-hand knowledge. So
much of the dealings between people
involves the trust we place in each
other's word, especially when backed
by an oath, and in the confidence we
place in the testimony of witnesses.
Without these elements of our inter-
personal relations, we would be incap-
able of functioning as a society and
each of us might as well look for a cave
somewhere to live as a hermit.

[S> 20:14 (4/15 of a pasuk)] #10 is the
prohibition of COVETING [38, L265
20:14] sums things up in that it focuses
on thoughts that can lead to all types
of sins. Being part of The Big 10 points
to the significance of thought, in
addition to deeds. The second part of
this commandment is in its own
parsha...

[S> 20:14 (11/15)] specifies the
prohibition of coveting one's fellow's
wife, his male or female servant, his ox
or donkey, or anything that is his.

Sh'VII Seventh Aliya 
9 p'sukim - 20:15-23
[S> 20:15 (4)] The People are
awestruck by the supernatural
phenomena of the Sinai experience
and they keep their distance. They ask
Moshe to tell them what G-d wants
rather than hearing His Voice directly.

After the second statement, the People
panicked and asked Moshe to tell them
what G-d wants, so that they would not
hear "G-d's voice" directly. G-d agreed,
on the condition that we listen to the
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 p"rla`f dgny za dkxad"r 
In loving memory of

Beatrice Schwartz
Rudman Adelstein d"r 

beloved mother of
Simcha Rudman and

Phyllis Manesberg (St. Louis)
on her 34th yahrzeit, hay g"i

word of the true prophet who speaks in
G-d's name.

[S> 20:19 (5)] G-d tells Moshe to
remind the People that they heard G-d
speak; that they shall make no graven
human images (even for art) [39, L4
20:20]; they shall make an altar and
offer sacrifices upon it; if the altar be
of stone, its stone shall not be cut with
metal tools [40,L79 20:22]. The Altar
may not be approached with immodest
steps [41,L80 20:23] but rather via its
ramp. Maftir is last 5 p'sukim.

Haftara 21 p'sukim
Yeshayahu 6:1-7:6, 9:5-6
Parallel to the Torah's account of the
awesome experience at Sinai, this
passage from Yeshayahu describes his
first awe-inspiring vision of angels
proclaiming Kadosh, Kadosh, Kadosh.
Both sedra and haftara present us with
"visions" of G-d's awe, majesty, and
holiness. Also, in the sedra, G-d tells us
that we will be to Him a kingdom of
kohanim and a holy nation. In the
haftara we see a model of K'dusha (the
angels), and also a glimpse of a
potential Moshiach.

The great theop hany exp erienced b y
B 'nei Yisrael at Har Sinai is,
undoub tedly, the highlight of this
week's p arsha. Ostensib ly, it is also the
event that forms the connection
b etween the p arsha and the haftara.

However, it would b e somewhat
simp listic of us to accep t these two
resp ective visions as b eing the only
connection that Chazal saw b etween
the p arsha and the haftara reading
and, therefore, the only reason for the
choice of this 6th p erek in Sefer
Yishayahu as this week's reading. After
all, there is much that is different
b etween these two visions. The one
dep icted in today's haftara is a vision
seen b y Yishayahu HaNavi alone up on
b eginning his service to G-d and
cannot truly comp are to the p ub lic
revelation of G-d's glory that was seen
b y the entire nation at Sinai. Yishayahu
heard the song of the angels, Israel
heard the words of G-d. The p urp ose
of the Sinaitic exp erience was to
charge Israel to b e a holy nation who
would serve Hashem, while the p urp ose
of Yishayahu's exp erience was to
charge him to condemn Israel for
having failed in that mission. The result
b eing that, at Sinai, the Israelites
watched as Hashem's glory drew closer
to them as it descended up on the
mountain, while the navi was seeing
G-d's Shechina ascending away from
the B eit HaMikdash as it rested up on
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the divine throne ab ove (see
Abarbanel).

What, therefore, might have b een the
reason Chazal chose this chap ter to b e
read? P erhap s we can suggest that our
Rab b is saw in the inauguration of
Yishayahu p arallels to that of Moshe
Rab b einu and the mission of the
p rop het as a continuation of the
p redictions of Moshe. Moshe
comp lained that he was "k'vad p eh" -
slow of sp eech; Yishayahu comp lained
that he is "t'mei s'fatayim", one of
"imp ure lip s". Yishayahu was to tell the
p eop le that they were "deaf" (to the
warnings of the p rop het) and "b lind"
(to the miracles G-d wrought for
them), much as Moshe told B 'nei
Yisrael throughout their desert years.
The p rop het would tell the p eop le of
the destruction of their land and of the
exile that awaited them, p recisely the
message Moshe shares with them in his
"tochacha", his admonition. And, just as
Moshe ended his nevu'ot in P arshat
Ha'azinu with words of comfort and
encouragement, so too did Chazal skip
from the seventh chap ter to the ninth
(according to Ashkenazic minhag) in
order to end the haftara with words of
hop e and encouragement.

In the final analysis, our selection from
Sefer Yishayahu was meant to connect
us to more than the Decalogue alone,
to more than Ma'amad Har Sinai alone
and even to more than the events of

this sedra alone. We must learn that
the words of our p rop hets remain the
same throughout the ages. Hashem's
message to us, sp oken b y His nevi'im,
remains true through all of history. The
Aseret HaDib rot we read in this week's
p arsha lays out for us G-d's desired
b luep rint for human b ehavior. And the
sooner we learn to follow that
b luep rint and heed the words of our
nevi'im, the sooner we will b e
p rivileged to merit the comfort they
p romise and exp erience the comp lete
redemp tion of which our p rop hets
sp oke. 

Probing the Prophets, weekly insights into the
Haftara, is written by Rabbi Nachman (Neil) Winkler,
author of Bringing the Prophets to Life (Gefen Publ.)
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Ramot - Beautifully renovated cottage.
Perfect for large family, 7 rooms, 182m duplex,

large garden. Additional income unit.
Only 4,370,000NIS

Susan Lerner: 052-690-5645

German Colony - Authentic Old World Charm
3 rooms, high ceilings, original mosaic floors,

3 small sukkah balconies, 2nd floor, light & bright,
large arched windows. 2,700,000NIS

Susan Lerner: 052-690-5645

Arnona- Cozy pent-cottage on Revadim
5 rooms + finished attic, 114m, beautiful design,

great view, Sukkah balcony, covered parking,
private entrance, elevator. Asking 4,350,000NIS

Orly Raz; 050-724-3735

King George St. 4 rooms, 90m,
great opportunity, beautifully designed,
bright and spacious., 5th floor+ elevator

Only 2,550,000NIS
Felicia Mizrachi 054-240-4082

Nachlaot. New building on Alma St.
spacious duplex- 110m, 5 rooms,

3 bathrooms, additional roof rights,
great price. Orna Even: 054-621-6069

Arnona- Hashotef Chaim Cohen
4.5 rooms, 112m,  newly built, high standard
building. 2nd floor, balcony. southern view,
private parking & storage, occupancy 3/18
Only 2,480,000NIS • Orly Raz 050-724-3735

New development near Shaari Chessed 
Two high end duplex apts: 1) spacious Garden Duplex

4 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, large sukkah patio
2) Magnificent penthouse- 5 bedrooms, 

4 bathrooms, spacious family area, Sukkah roof terrace,
breathtaking view, handicapped accessible

Orna Even 054-6216069

Armon Hanatziv Garden Home
4 rooms plus option for separate unit,

2.5 bathrooms, ground floor with private
entrance, garden,  storage, private parking,

handicapped accessibility. 2,600,000NIS
Penina 050-6622446

mailto:alyssa1@014.net.il
http://www.remaxjerusalem.com
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In the Aseret HaDibrot in this week's Parsha
we are beholden to remember the Shabbat
day (ZACHOR). In Parshat Va'etchanan,
however, Moshe repeats the command to
commemorate the Shabbat with the Hebrew
term SHAMOR ('Observe'). Rashi comments
that, in reality, Hashem expressed both
terms simultaneously, which seems to
suggest that both ways of keeping the
Shabbat have equal weighting. 

Which raises questions as to why the
narrative does not simply invoke both
expressions, "Zachor" and "Shamor" and as
to why "Zachor" precedes "Shamor".
Perhaps, because initially Hashem talks to
the people, while latterly, it is Moshe
recalling - in his own pedagogic style - what
Hashem commanded the people to do (or
not to do).

Ibn Ezra indicates that the act of remem-
bering the Shabbat essentially incorporates
the notion of observance and that Moshe is
but reminding everyone to remember
Shabbat in all its aspects of compliance,
including the recall of the Creation and the
Exodus. Thus "Zachor" precedes "Shamor".

Now, the Maggid of Duvnov would have us
appreciate that "Zachor" favors the rich who
have what to lose financially from Shabbat
observance. "Shamor", however, serves the
poor: They have nothing to lose from
keeping Shabbat but they find "Zachor"
challenging when trying to enrich their
Shabbat table with delicacies. So, when both
terms were expressed in one breath, maybe
the message to imbibe was that, rich or
poor, we should all have a "Gut Shabbos"! 

mailto:mpersoff@ouisrael.org
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The Bond of
Loyalty and Love
In the course of any life there are
moments of awe and amazement
when, with a full heart, you thank God
shehecheyanu v'kiy'manu v'higiyanu
lazeman hazeh, "who has kept us alive
and sustained us and brought us to this
day."

Two that particularly stand out in my
own memory were separated by almost
ten years. The first was the Lambeth
Conference at Canterbury in 2008. The
conference is the gathering, every ten
years, of the bishops of the Anglican
Communion - that is, not just the
Church of England but the entire
worldwide structure, much of it based
in America and Africa. It is the key event
that brings this global network of
churches together to deliberate on
directions for the future. That year I
became, I believe, the first rabbi to
address a plenary session of the
conference. The second, much more

recent, took place in October 2017 in
Washington when I addressed the
friends and supporters of the American
Enterprise Institute, one of the world's
great economic think tanks.

The two gatherings could not have
been less alike. One was religious,
Christian, and concerned with
theology. The other was secular,
American, and concerned with
economics and politics. Both of them,
though, were experiencing some kind
of crisis. In the case of the Anglican
Church it had to do with gay bishops.
Could the church accommodate such
people? The question was tearing the
church apart, with many of the
American bishops in favour and most of
the African ones against. There was a
real sense, before the conference, that
the communion was in danger of being
irreparably split.

In Washington in 2017 the issue at the
forefront of people's minds was quite
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different. A year earlier there had been
a sharply divisive American Presidential
election. New phrases had been coined
to describe some of the factors
involved - post-truth, fake news, flyover
states, alt-right, identity politics,
competitive victimhood, whatever - as
well the resurfacing of an old one:
populism. It all added up to what I
termed the politics of anger. Was there
a way of knitting together the unravel-
ling strands of American society?

The reason these two events are
connected in my mind is that on both
occasions I spoke about the same
concept - the one that is central to this
week's parsha, and to biblical Judaism
as a whole, namely brit, covenant. This
was, in the seventeenth century
especially, a key concept in the emerg-
ing free societies of the West, especially
in Calvinist or Puritan circles.

To grossly simplify a complex process,
the Reformation developed in different
directions in different countries,
depending on whether Luther or Calvin
was the primary influence. For Luther
the key text was the New Testament,
especially the letters of Paul. For Calvin
and his followers, however, the Hebrew
Bible was the primary text, especially in
relation to political and social struc-
tures. That is why covenant played a
large part in the (Calvinist) post-
Reformation politics of Geneva,
Holland, Scotland, England under

Cromwell, and especially the Pilgrim
Fathers, the first European settlers in
North America. It lay at the heart of the
Mayflower Compact (1620) and John
Winthrop's famous "City upon a hill"
speech aboard the Arbella in 1630.

Over time however, and under the
influence of Jean-Jacques Rousseau,
the word "covenant" was gradually
supplanted by the phrase "social
contract". Clearly there is something
similar between the two, but they are
not the same thing at all. In fact they
operate on different logics and they
create different relationships and
institutions. 

In a contract, two or more people come
together, each pursuing their self-inter-
est, to make a mutually advantageous
exchange. In a covenant, two or more
people, each respecting the dignity and
integrity of the other, come together in
a bond of loyalty and trust to do
together what neither can achieve
alone.  It isn't an exchange; it's a moral
commitment. It is more like a marriage
than a commercial transaction. Con-
tracts are about interests; covenants are
about identity. Contracts benefit;
covenants transform. Contracts are

http://www.jonathanpollard.org
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about "Me" and "You"; covenants are
about "Us".

What makes the Hebrew Bible revo-
lutionary in political terms is that it
contains not one founding moment but
two. One is set out in Shmuel Alef 8,
when the people come to the prophet
Samuel and ask for a king. God tells
Samuel to warn the people what will be
the consequences. The king will take
the people's sons to ride with his
chariots and their daughters to work in
his kitchens. He will take their property
as taxation, and so on. Nonetheless, the
people insist that they still want a king,
so Shmuel appoints Sha'ul.

Commentators have long been puzzled
by this chapter. Does it represent
approval or disapproval of monarchy?
The best answer ever given was
provided by Rabbi Zvi Hirsch Chajes,
who explained that what Shmuel was
doing at God's behest was proposing a
social contract precisely on the lines set
out by Thomas Hobbes in The
Leviathan. People are willing to give up
certain of their rights, transferring them
to a central power - a king or a govern-
ment - who undertakes in return to
ensure the defence of the realm
externally and the rule of law within.
The book of Shmuel thus contains the
first recorded instance of a social
contract.

However, this was the second founding
moment of Israel as a nation, not the
first. The first took place in our parsha,
on Mount Sinai, several centuries
earlier, when the people made with
God, not a contract but a covenant.
What happened in the days of Shmuel
was the birth of Israel as a kingdom.
What happened in the days of Moshe -
long before they had even entered the
land - was the birth of Israel as a nation
under the sovereignty of God.

The two central institutions of modern
Western liberal democracies are both
contractual. There are commercial
contracts that create the market; and
there is the social contract that creates
the state. The market is about the
creation and distribution of wealth. The
state is about the creation and distribu-
tion of power. But a covenant is about
neither wealth nor power, but rather
about the bonds of belonging and
collective responsibility. As I put it in
The Politics of Hope, a social contract
creates a state. A social covenant
creates a society. A society is the
totality of relationships that do not
depend on exchanges of wealth and
power, namely marriages, families,
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congregations, communities, charities
and voluntary associations. The market
and the state are arenas of competition.
Society is an arena of co-operation. And
we need both.

The reason that the concept of
covenant proved helpful to the
Anglican bishops on the one hand, and
the American Enterprise Institute on
the other, is that it is the supreme
example of a bond that brings
together, in a single co-operative
enterprise, individuals and groups that
are profoundly different. They could
not be more different than the parties
at Mount Sinai: God and the children of
Israel, the one Infinite and eternal, the
other, finite and mortal. 

In fact the very first human relationship,
between the first man and the first
woman, contains a two-word definition
of covenant: ezer k'negdo, meaning on
the one hand "a helper" but on the
other, someone "over-and-against". In a
marriage, neither husband nor wife
sacrifice their distinctive identities. At
Sinai, God remained God and the
Israelites remained human. A symbol of
covenant is the havdalah candle:
multiple wicks that stay separate but
produce a single flame.

mailto:benlevine10@gmail.com
http://www.awesometoursisrael.com
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So covenant allowed the Anglican
Communion to stay together despite
the deep differences between the
American and African churches. The
American covenant held the nation
together despite, in Lincoln's day, a civil
war, and at other times, civil and
economic strife, and its renewal will do
likewise in the future. In Moshe's day it
allowed the Israelites to become "one
nation under God" despite their
division into twelve tribes. Covenants
create unity without uniformity. They
value diversity but, rather than allowing
a group to split into competing
factions, they ask each to contribute
something uniquely theirs to the
common good. Out of multiple Me's
they create an overarching Us.

What made these two experiences in
Canterbury and Washington so moving

to me was that they showed how
prophetic Moshe's words were when he
told the Israelites that the Torah and its
commands "will show your wisdom and
understanding to the nations, who will
hear about all these decrees and say,
'Surely this great nation is a wise and
understanding people'" (D'varim 4:6).
Torah continues to inspire not only
Jews but all who seek guidance in hard
times.

So, if you find yourself in a situation of
conflict that threatens to break
something apart, whether a marriage, a
family, a business, a community, a
political party or an organisation,
framing a covenant will help keep
people together, without any side
claiming victory or defeat. All it needs is
recognition that there are certain
things we can do together that none of
us can do alone.

Covenant lifts our horizon from
self-interest to the common good.
There is nothing wrong with
self-interest. It drives economics and
politics, the market and the state. But
there are certain things that cannot be
achieved on the basis of self-interest
alone, among them trust, friendship,
loyalty and love. Covenant really is a
life- and world-changing idea. ;
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From the Abravanel Jacob Solomon

The scene for Matan Torah was set
when:

They arrived at the Wilderness of
Sinai… the Israelites camped
there, opposite the mountain (19:1-2).

Matan Torah was unique. It was a
spiritual experience designed to
maximize impact for the longest
term. As Moshe later recalled G-d's
telling him at the time: "If only their
hearts would always remain this way,
where they are in such awe of Me.
They would keep all My command-
ments for all time, so that it would
go well with them and their descen-
dants for ever" (D'varim 5:26).

http://www.integrityrealestate.co.il
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Abravanel considers Matan Torah
from many angles. One of them is
the particular environment: in the
Wilderness in general, and at Mount
Sinai in particular. He explains that it
was those very surroundings that
helped the impact of Matan Torah to
be engraved permanently on the
souls of the Children of Israel.

Firstly, Mount Sinai already con-
nected with G-d's revealing Himself.
At Sinai (identified as Chorev,
D'varim 4:10), G-d appeared to
Moshe as an individual, in the
burning bush. There He gave him
the call to physically take command
and direct the Israelites. It was at that
same location that G-d again
revealed Himself to Moshe, with all
the Israelites included. This occasion
was Matan Torah: G-d's revealing His
values and the required code of
conduct for all time. And there at
Sinai, He gave Moshe the means to
spiritually instruct and lead the
Israelites. 

Secondly, the arrival at Mount Sinai
took place when the Israelites were
experiencing G-d's daily interven-
tion. The manna arrived fresh, every
weekday. The miracles of the Ten
Plagues and at the Red Sea were
recent, personally-connected events.
Thus the Israelites were spiritually
prepared. Indeed, Abravanel
explains that the first commandment
states "I am G-d who brought you
out of Egypt" rather than "I am G-d
who created the world" because it is

easier for an individual to connect
with a smaller miracle with which
they are personally involved than
the bigger miracle that is not within
their memory or experience. 

Thirdly, the Israelites were in the
wilderness. They were not in Egypt,
where the environment exuded
idolatry and adultery. They were also
not in the Promised Land, where
attention to matters spiritual could
hardly ever be total due the con-
quest, settlement, and inter-tribal
issues that were to persist for
generations. They were not even on
land that was claimed by a particular
nation. They were thus in no-one's
territory, but could be also be
described as everyone's territory -
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other nations included. For those
nations would not be able to claim
that the Torah's being revealed in
specifically Israelite territory meant
that the laws that previously applied
to all humanity would thereon apply
to the Israelites only. The sheva
mitzvot b'nei no'ach - the Seven
Noahide laws - including common
human civility, would be just as vital
after as before.

Perhaps these ideas help to explain:
"Torah is acquired with… yishuv,
deliberation" (Avot 6:6). The word
yishuv relates to Yeshiva, which in
modern terms includes being part of
institution where Torah learning is
full time, and nothing interferes. As
the Rabbis declare, G-d dwells "in the
four cubits of Halacha" (Brachot 8a),
where the Torah is being acquired
with exclusive involvement and
undivided attention as within the
environment at Mount Sinai. n

TU Bishvat's Message
- Trees Я Us

by Rabbi Ephraim Sprecher
Dean of Students, Diaspora Yeshiva

Since TT is published on Wednesday,
which happens to be TU BISHVAT, I
feel that this article is still timely.

In various places in Tanach a person
is compared to a tree. "A person is
like the tree of a field…" (D'varim
20:19). "For as the days of the tree
shall be the days of My people."
(Yeshayahu 65:22). "He will be like a
tree planted near water…" (Yirmiyahu
17:8)
What does the tree metaphor repre-
sent? The Maharal explains that the
human body is shaped like a tree. The
body is compared to a tree trunk, and
our limbs are compared to the tree's
branches.

mailto:absaffran@gmail.com
http://www.freshcoatpainters.co.il
http://www.rabbisholomgold.com
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A tree, like a human being, needs the
four basic elements to survive and
thrive. The four basic elements that
we and the tree need to survive are
1) Earth, 2) Water, 3) Air, and 4) Fire
(sunshine).

The idea that a person is like a tree is
that unlike an animal that has a fixed,
static nature, we are a product of
cultivation and efforts to shape and
develop our character traits. The tree
is also the Torah's metaphor for
growth, the capability that each one of
us has to become a better person. In
Judaism's view a person is like a tree
that needs cultivation and TLC to
thrive. Torah and Mitzvot are G-d's
program to develop ourselves
spiritually and socially.

This approach brings us to one of the
most unusual days in the Jewish
calendar, known as TU BISHVAT.
What is remarkable about this
celebration is that TU BISHVAT is
neither a Torah ordained festival nor
even a Rabbinic holiday.

TU BISHVAT's significance is
halachic in NATURE (pun intended?),
for that day delineates a New Year for
the trees regarding the Mitzva of
Maaser. This means that fruit which
has blossomed prior to the 15th of
Sh'vat could not be used as a tithe for
fruit which blossomed after that date.

What relevance does this have for us
in the year 2018, when most of us are
not farmers? In celebrating the trees
we are essentially focusing on the way
in which people are similar to trees.
We are saying that like trees, people
are capable of growth. Babies are born
as takers, but as adults we should
become givers. On TU BISHVAT the
tree teaches us that life is all about
growing, developing, progressing, and
bearing fruit, i.e., offspring and
Mitzvot.

Our motto in life should be Growing,
Progressing and Developing each and
every day. This is one of the lessons
of TU BISHVAT. Trees are symbols
of growth and development, and we
too should always be looking to grow
and to develop into becoming better
people. u

P.S. Did you hear about the tree
surgeon who opened a BRANCH
office?

Ed. additions:

How do you properly identify a
dogwood tree? By the bark!

What type of tree fits in your hand?
A palm tree.

What kind of tree has a lot of friends?
A poplar.

mailto:tirtzaj@gmail.com
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Fathers-in-Law
Very much has been written about
most family relationships. There
are books about fathers and sons,
fathers and daughters, and
mothers and sons and daughters.
Many volumes have been written
about relationships, typically rival-
rous, between siblings.

But comparatively, little has been
written about the relationship
between father-in-law and son-in-
law. Often, admittedly, there is
little or no relationship between
them. But just as often the
relationship is an important and
rewarding one.

I know that I personally have
benefited immeasurably from my
relationship with my father-in-law,
of blessed memory. As is most
often the case, I did not know him
at all until my young adulthood,
when I began to date his daughter.
Unlike the father-son relationship,
the relationship between father-in-
law and son-in-law usually begins
in maturity and is, therefore, more
of a relationship between equals,
more man to man.
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Parsha Points to Ponder
by Rabbi Dov Lipman

YITRO
B Why does Moshe say WHEN THEY
HAVE AN ISSUE using the word
LAHEM in plural for THEY, and then
say THEY COME TO ME using the
word BA which is singular for COME
(18:16)?

C Why does the Torah repeat
DON'T TOUCH IT WITH YOUR HAND
(19:13) immediately after stating
explicitly not to TOUCH ITS EDGE -
WHOEVER TOUCHES THE MOUN-
TAIN SHALL SURELY DIES (19:12)?

D Why does the Torah say SIX DAYS
YOU SHOULD DO YOU WORK when
commanding about resting on
Shabbat (20:9)? Couldn't it simply
command that one should rest from
work on Shabbat? It would naturally
be understood that the other days
of the week are for work.

Rabbi Lipman  is an educator, author, 
and community activist in Bet Shemesh.

He was a member of the 19th Knesset

ddlipman@gmail.com
The suggested answers are elsewhere

Ponder the questions first, then see further

My father-in-law modeled his rela-
tionship with me after the precious
relationship he had with his
father-in-law. He would often joke
that whereas a father couldn't
choose his son, he could choose a
son-in-law, to which I would
usually respond, "Yes, true, and a
son cannot choose his father, but
a son-in-law can choose his
father-in-law."

In this week's Torah portion, Yitro,
we read of a very rich relationship
between a son-in-law, Moshe, and
his father-in-law, Yitro. Of course,
we first read of their connection
much earlier on in the book of
Sh'mot. But in this week's portion,
the relationship begins to sound
much more familiar to those of us
who have "been there".

Yitro travels to meet Moshe and is
the one who reunites Moshe with
his wife and children. They
converse with animation and in
great detail, each one narrating his
story to the other. Moshe narrates
the story of the Exodus, of the
Splitting of the Sea, and of the war
with Amalek.

Yitro too tells a story, but it is a
very different one. He tells of his
religious quest, of his search for a

mailto:ddlipman@gmail.com
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God he can believe in. He informs
Moshe that he has dabbled in
every conceivable type of idol
worship. He has seen it all. And
"now he knows" who the true God
is.

Every son-in-law tells his father-in-
law his story, although I suspect
that often some of that story is
suppressed. And every father-in-
law, that is every father-in-law
worth his salt, shares his narrative
with the young man who requests
his daughter's hand.

I remember telling my father-in-law
some of my story. I remember
some of the questions he asked
me, and his disappointment when
he discovered that I did not share



CHESED FUND
Your generous donations to our Chesed Fund
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Please make checks payable to the
"Chessed Fund" and send them to
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his fascination with the game of
chess.

But I can never forget the story he
told me; not once, but throughout
the more than forty years that we
knew each other. His was a story
of pre-Holocaust Eastern Europe,
of a culture that is no more, a
culture that he never ceased to
mourn.

It is no wonder that the Torah
characterizes the dialogue
between Moshe and Yitro by the
word VAYSAPEIR, which means
to tell a story. Most relationships
consist of stories told by one party
to the other. In the case of the
father-in-law and son-in-law rela-
tionship, these stories become
essential and, at least in my case,
were lifelong narratives.

Yitro models another essential
aspect of this unique relationship:
He offers counsel, he gives
advice. Not that Moshe asked for
Yitro's opinion as to how he should
conduct the judiciary system for
his people. But Yitro assumed that
it was his prerogative as a father-

in-law to gently and constructively
find fault in his son-in-law's
approach to things and offer
reasonable alternatives.

I number myself among those
fortunate sons-in-law whose
father-in-law did not hesitate to
occasionally criticize him, but who
did so lovingly. He offered wise
and practical suggestions which
indeed were often drawn from his
own past and sad, personal
experiences.

It has been pointed out that the
Hebrew word for a son-in-law is
chatan, a bridegroom. I am
convinced that this is because in
the relationship between son-in-
law and father-in-law, the former
always remains the young bride-
groom and the latter, the sage
elder.

In the end, Moshe asks Yitro to
remain with him, the ultimate
tribute that a son-in-law can pay to
his father-in-law.
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I would like to close with an
original thought, and if it is theo-
logically daring, or in some other
way off the mark, I beg the reader
to forgive me.

It is a truism that God is our
Father, and we are his sons and
daughters. It strikes me that, in a
certain way, God is also our
Father-in-Law. 
God as Father is the God with
whom we began a relationship in
our infancy. God as Father-in-Law
is the God whom we freely
choose, sometimes repeatedly, at
later stages of our lives.

God is also our Father-in-Law
because we have taken, so to
speak, His daughter as our bride.

The Torah has been described, by
prophets and rabbis, as God's
daughter. And we, who have
accepted the Torah, are betrothed
to the daughter of God Himself. He
entrusted His beloved princess to
our inadequate and unreliable care.

But we asked for her hand. We
accepted the Torah and committed
ourselves to "doing and listening"
to her words. If we are faithful to
the Torah, we are demonstrating
to our "Father-in-Law" that we
deserve his daughter.

Only then we can claim a close
relationship to Him, closer even
than the relationship I had with my
father-in-law, may he rest in
peace. 
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YITRO

U.S. based Life Insurance for
Israel residents with minimal hassle

Lower premiums • more benefits
Underwriting requirements will need to be completed in the U.S.

Call for a FREE quote
054-227-0863 • US: 917-559-1828

donnyfein@gmail.com • www.dflifeinsurance.com

www.sossingroup.com

THE CHOSEN PEOPLE
Sh'mot 19, which forms part of this
week's Torah portion, contains God's
promise to make us AM S'GULA,
usually translated as a "chosen
people" (verses 5-6).

Everyone who looks at this text tries
to explain it. Bernard Shaw roundly
condemned it as equivalent to the
Nazi Herrenvolk claim.

[Ed. note: Shaw also said: No doubt Jews are
obnoxious creatures. Any competent historian or
psychoanalyst can bring a mass of incontrovertible
evidence to prove that it would have been better for
the world if the Jews had never existed.]

The range of positive opinions
includes: it does not mean a chosen
but a special people, it does not mean
a superior but a responsible people, it
does not mean a chosen but a
choosing people…

The philosopher Alfred North White-
head said, "The Jews as a race are
probably the most able of any in
existence."

Whether we fully live up to our task
or not, the Bible constantly affirms
that God has great expectations of us
- not as a people of political power
but as a gadfly with a moral message.

The prophet Amos (3:2) tells us that
the Almighty will not overlook our

lapses but will punish us like anyone
else who sins against Him.

Outsiders tend to do two things at
once when it comes to the "chosen
people" idea: they over-condemn us
for some things and over-praise us
for others. They can't have it both
ways, but they do.

They tell us we are clannish: they also
tell us we have a great sense of
community. They don't see the
contradiction.

They also don't realise that every
people has or could have its own
specialness, and instead of criticising
us they should be identifying their
own uniqueness and utilising it to
serve mankind.

Rabbi Apple served for 32 years as the chief minister
of the Great Synagogue, Sydney, Australia's oldest
and most prestigious congregation. He was
Australia's highest profile rabbi and held many public
roles. He is now retired and lives in Jerusalem. Rabbi
Apple is president of the RCA Israel Region. He blogs
at www.oztorah.com

mailto:donnyfein@gmail.com
http://www.dflifeinsurance.com
http://www.sossingroup.com
http://www.oztorah.com
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SUNDAY MORNINGS
10:00 o'clock
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SCHEDULE NOTES SUNDAY • '` mei MONDAY • 'a mei

4 Shabbat Parshat Yitro
February 3rd - 3:30pm

Phil Chernofsky

In the Ganchrow
Beit Midrash...

10:00am
Rabbi Jeff Bienenfeld
Masechet Kiddushim

This shiur is in tribute to
Rabbi Fred Hollander z"l

Sun thru Thu • 11:15am
RCA DAF YOMI

Rotating Magidei Shiur
The Daf Yomi shiur

is in tribute to Rabbi
Yitzchak Botwinick z"l

9:00am - see p.40
Rabbi David Walk

T'hilim - Divine Poetry

10:00am • see p.34
Mrs. Sylvie Schatz

11:10pm
Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz
Wisdom for Life - Mishlei

12:00 noon
Rabbi Chaim Eisen

KUZARI

2:00pm
Rabbi Ephraim Sprecher
Was Moshe punished for

not joining the IDF?
see also rabbisprecher.com

9:15am Mrs. Pearl Borow
Book(let) of YONA

9:30am
Mommy & Me with Jackie
054-533-9305 • correjackie@gmail .com

10:00am
Rabbi Poupko's

Parsha Perspective

10:30am
Rabbi A Goldscheider

on Rav Kook

11:30am (050-415-3239)
Get Fit While You Sit

with Sura Faecher

2:00pm
Rebbitzen Pearl Borow

Su/M/W/Th • 4:30pm
Rabbi Hillel Ruvel

Gemara Shiur

Please note:
Regular shiurim:
25NIS members

30NIS non-mem • 5NIS Life
One-time shiurim and

mini-series 25NIS members
and Life Members

30NIS for non-members
unless otherwise indicated

Discounted zeiqihxk
(punch cards) available at
the front desk and valid

for all shiurim and classes
(as are Courtesy Cards)

8:00pm • no charge
Rabbi Mordechai Machlis

The Book of Shmuel

See

page 60-61
for Video Schedule

and more
programs

at the
OU Israel Center

Women in Tanach

3:00pm
Phil Chernofsky

Mishna, Mitzvot & more

3:00pm
Music with Jackie for children

4:15pm
Rabbi Zev Leff

5:20pm
Pri-Hadash Writing Workshop

Ruth: 02 6287359;  Judy: 054-569-0410

7:30pm
Dorot OU Intergenerational Choir

Directed by Hadassah Jacob
call Sara - 560 9104

mailto:correjackie@gmail.com


OU Israel Center TT 1262    page 37     YITRO 5778

TUESDAY • 'b mei WEDNESDAY • 'c mei THURSDAY • 'd mei

9:00am
Rabbi Yitzchak

Breitowitz
Minchat Chinuch

The Study of Mitzvot

9:15am
Mrs. Shira Smiles
Torah Tapestries

10:30am
Mrs. Shprintzee Rappaport
Ramchal's Derech HaShem

10:30am
Parshat HaShavua by
Rabbi Sholom Gold

11:30am T'hilim Group (women)

Rabbi Aaron Ziegler
in winter recess

9:00am
Rabbi Aharon Adler

Rendevous of
Torah & Science

10:15am
Rabbi Anthony Manning
Halachic & Hashkafic Issue
in Contemporary Society

11:30am - Welcome Back
Rabbi Ian Pear

NEW SERIES

2:00 & 3:00pm
Rebbetzin Pearl Borow

The Transmission of
Torah via Pirkei Avot

Chumash with M'forshim

9:00am
Rabbi Ari Kahn

Parshat HaShavua

9:00am
Dr. Avivah

Gottlieb Zornberg
Insights into the Parsha

10:10am
Rabbi Baruch Taub

Thursday the Rabbi gave his Drasha

11:30am - see p.39
Feb 1 NO - Feb 8th YES
Rabbi Shai Finkelstein

Unlocking the Messages in Chazal
11:30am - Feb 1st

Rabbi Jay Weinstein

12:15pm
Rabbi Nachman Winkler

History is HIS Story

1:45pm
Dr. Deborah Polster
Ethical and Social

Reformers
3:00pm

Knitting Club with Verna

7:00pm
Rabbi Shmuel Herschler
Rambam: Philosopher & Codifier

7:30pm
Dr. Avivah

Gottlieb Zornberg
Insights into the Parsha

8:00pm - see p.35
Special Lecture

7:30pm
Rabbi Chaim Eisen

The Meaning and Mission of
the Chosen People: Chosen

from - or - for Whom?

7:00-9:45pm
Rabbi Yonatan Kolatch

Topics in Parshanut

2:15pm
Rabbi Shmuel Herschler

Book of Melachim

2:30pm
Rabbi Ephraim Sprecher

Current events in the
weekly haftara & parsha

Thank you to Yehuda Lave for
helping to make the shiur a reality

8:00pm
Rabbi Avrum Kowalsky

Topics in Sho-f'tim
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from the virtual desk of the
OU VEBBE REBBE
T he Orthodox  Union -  via  i t s websi te  -  f ie lds quest ions of  a l l  t ypes in the  areas of  Kashrut , J ew ish  Law and
V a lues. Som e of  them  are  answered by Ere tz  Hem da, the  Inst i tute  f or A dvanced J ew ish Studies, J e rusa l em ,
headed by R av Yose f  Carm e l  and R av M oshe Ehrenre ich, f ounded by HaR av Shaul  Y israe l i  z t " l , to prepare
rabbanim  and dayanim  to serve  the  Nat iona l  R e l igious com m uni ty in  Israe l  and abroad. A sk the  R abbi  i s a
joint  venture  of  the  OU , Yerusha layim  Network, Ere tz  Hem da... and OU  Israe l ' s T orah T idbi ts.

Finishing Time for Mincha

Question: Am I correct that
l'chatchila, it is proper to start Mincha
early enough to finish before sh'ki'a? If
so, what are the key sources on the
matter?

Answer: There are two opinions in
the gemara (B'rachot 27a) about the
end time for Mincha - until plag
haMincha or the erev (evening). The
Shulchan Aruch (Orach Chayim 233:1)
says that the latter opinion, which
most people now regularly follow, is
until layla (night), which for the
Shulchan Aruch (see Mishna Berura
261:20) is around an hour after sunset.
(There are two major approaches in
the poskim whether what the gemara
calls sh'ki'a, which is the first part of
the break-off point between day and
night, is what we call sunset or is when
the sun is well under the horizon. This
machloket has many direct and
indirect halachic implications, and this
is one of them.) The great majority of
us (except those who follow the much
later opinion for the end of Shabbat
and the time to start Ma'ariv known as
Rabbeinu Tam / Magen Avraham)
follow the opinion (often called the

GRA's opinion) that halachic sh'ki'a is
sunset. The Rama (ad loc.) is more
specific, saying that this means tzeit
hakochavim (stars coming out). 

The Mishna Berura (233:14) points out
that they do not mean full night, i.e.,
tzeit hakochavim. Rather, the intention
is for approximately a quarter hour
before, when bein hashemashot starts
and it is a doubt whether it is night or
day. Furthermore, he contends that
many disagree with the Shulchan
Aruch and follow sunset like the GRA.
Therefore, indeed sh'ki'a is the
presumed cut-off point. Because there
are opinions that later is sufficient,
there is room for leniency in times of
great need (Mishna Berura, ibid),
especially within the first thirteen and
a half minutes, which is no later than
bein hashemashot (see also Shevet
HaLevi IX:48).

Does one only have to start or also
finish in time? Most poskim posit that,
as a rule, things must be finished by
their time limit, and this rule also
applies to Mincha (Mishna Berura
ibid., Ishei Yisrael 27:6). A minority say
the beginning is enough (Aruch
HaShulchan, OC 110:5; see sources in
Ishei Yisrael 27:(12)). Therefore, many
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054-216-0087 • brothersmovingisrael@gmail.com

poskim (Mishna Berura ibid., Ishei
Yisrael 27:6) say that it is better to
daven without a minyan before sh'ki'a
than to finish it after sh'ki'a with a
minyan (ibid.). One could claim that
given the minority opinions above and
here, there is more reason for leniency
if one starts soon before and ends
soon after sunset (see Piskei Teshuvot
233:7). This, though, is not simple for
those who do not heed Rabbeinu
Tam's opinion at all. 

Fundamentally, there is little differ-
ence between Shemoneh Esrei and
chazarat hashatz, which, after all, is
supposed to be Shemoneh Esrei for
certain individuals and/or the tzibur.
On the other hand, if everyone already
got in their own Shemoneh Esrei, the
stakes regarding chazarat hashatz are
lower. Therefore, it should not be a
surprise that there is a machloket
among Acharonim whether it is better
to do a shortened chazarat hashatz
(heiche Kedusha) or to finish chazarat
hashatz after sh'ki'a (see Ishei Yisrael
27:40). Thus, it is quite important to
finish chazarat hashatz in time.
However, several poskim say that if
one is in a shul in which chazarat
hashatz is being done after sh'ki'a,
even one who does not accept that
approach may answer Amen (see
Maharam Shick, OC 91; Shevet HaLevi
IX:20; Tefilla K'hilchata 18:33).

While we do not put our heads down
for Tachanun at night, the Mishna
Berura (131:17) says that it can be done
during bein hashemashot (certainly

including thirteen and a half minutes
after sunset). He also says (ibid. 16)
that one can say the words of
Tachanun without putting his head
down even at night. We note, though,
that several report a minhag
Yerushalayim not to recite Tachanun
after sh'ki'a (see Halichot Shlomo
13:4). Reciting Kaddish Titkabel (after
chazarat hashatz) after sh'ki'a is not a
problem whether one finished
chazarat hashatz before or after sh'ki'a
(see Ishei Yisrael 27:39).  
Rav Daniel Mann, Eretz Hemdah Institute
Questions? email info@eretzhemdah.org

Having a dispute?
For a Din Torah in English or Hebrew

contact 'Eretz Hemdah - Gazit' Rabbinical
Court: 077-215-8-215 • fax: (02) 537-9626

beitdin@eretzhemdah.org

mailto:brothersmovingisrael@gmail.com
mailto:info@eretzhemdah.org
mailto:beitdin@eretzhemdah.org
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www.hemed-nadlan.co.il
ARNONA - New garden apt, 4 bedrooms, 128m, quiet,
sunny, fully renovated, master bedrrom, 2 parking,
storage, private a/c & heat systems
ARNONA - 4 bedroom apt. 126m on one level, luxury
property, 2 parking, storage, Shabbat elevator, balcony
with view of the Old City, only 3,415,000NIS
TALBIEH - amazing deal - 1.5 bedrooms, 2nd floor,
66m, central location, walking distance to Old City and
Mamilla, renting at 4500 - only 1,695,000NIS
ARNONA - the best 3 bedroom on the market. 100m,
2nd floor, huge living room, elevator, parking, storage,
balcony, quiet, renovated, a/c, private heating, en suite,
small bldg.
OLD KATAMON - HaPortzim St. 3 bedroom apt. 2nd
floor, amazing renovations, en suite, sukka balcony, good
location, close to shuls, serious seller.
Baka - Amazing townhouse, 5 bedrooms, first floor,
private entrance, 2 sukka balconies, storage, private
parking - only 3,550,000NIS
BAKA - Very good for young couple or investment, 3
bedroom apt. ground floor, easy access, 75m, central
location, close to shuls, park. Only 1,850,000

077-215-1200

by Rabbi Chanan Morrison
website: ravkooktorah.org

Dwelling on High
Adapted from Olat Re’iyah vol. II, p. 86

T'hilim 91 - YOSHEIV B'SEITER ELYON... is
part of P'sukei d'Zimra of Shabbat and
Yom Tov morning, and is said after the
Amida of Maariv on Motza'ei Shabbat.

This chapter reflects on a single theme:
God’s protection of the righteous. Their
trust in God is like a shield, deflecting all
types of dangers.

The psalmist describes the many perils in
the world. Some are spiritual pitfalls (‘the
snare-trap'), while others are physical
('the devastating pestilence'). Some exist
only in our imagination (‘the terror of the
night'), while others are quite real (‘the
flight of arrows by day'). Some dangers
are hidden and unexpected (‘pestilence
prowling in the darkness'), while others
are known but we are helpless to avoid
(‘plague that ravages at noon').

But those who place their trust in God
are shielded from all of them. What is the
source of this special Divine providence?
The psalm explains:

:L¤pFr §n Ÿ §n ©U oFi §l¤r i ¦q §g ©n 'd dŸ ©̀ Îi ¦M

“For You, God, are my refuge. You placed
your dwelling on high” (T'hilim 81:9).

Yet this verse needs to be clarified. Who
dwells on high? What does this phrase
mean?

Blessing for Misfortune
A popular Hasidic story relates how a
man once went to the great Maggid of
Mezeritch with a question that deeply
troubled him. He could not fathom how
one could follow the Talmudic counsel
that ‘One should bless God for the bad
just as one blesses Him for the good’
(B'rachot 9:5). Is it possible to be thankful
for one’s troubles and misery?

The Maggid replied that he should go
seek out his disciple, Reb Zusha of
Hanipol, and ask him this question.

The man followed the Maggid’s advice
and travelled to Rabbi Zusha. The tzaddik
received him warmly and invited him
into his home. As soon as the guest
entered the house, it became obvious
that the family was extremely poor. The

http://www.hemed-nadlan.co.il


www.gabairealestate.com
FOR SALE

OLD KATAMON BORDER RECHAVIA - 115m,
4 rooms, renovated, undefloor heating and a/c, 
3 exposures and views from all sides. Exit to
garden. Rare. Asking 4,350,000NIS

BAK’A - New on market. Totally renovated,
beautiful 70m, 3 room apt in the heart of Bak’a
in Old Arab-style building. 1st floor, 2 balconies,
Asking 2,595,000NIS

TALBIYEH, Jabotinsky PRIVATE LAND -
renovated 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, large
living/dining room area, central a/c and heat.
Street parking. Asking 4,200,000NIS

EFRAT, Matityahu HaKohen - 77m, 2 bedrooms,
2 bathrooms, newly built. Gorgeous views from 
2 balconies. Parking, American windows and
central a/c and heat. Asking 1,290,000NIS

ZAYIT, Efrat - A spectacular semi-attached
family house! Approx. 470m, large living areas,
terrific eat-in kitchen, great backyard for the kids
to run around in, a separate rental unit and office,
spacious American-style bedrooms, insulation.
exceptional layout, Most pop. new neighborhood
in Efrat 

OLD KATAMON, Palmach - Beautifully
renovated, 76m, 3 rooms. 3 open balconies on the
top floor of the building with gorgeous views.
Asking 2,220,000NIS

FOR RENT

RECHAVIA, Narkis - Luxury apartment,
underfloor heating, central a/c, elevator and
underground parking. Approx. 170m with a
succah balcony. Incredible renovation, 
4 bedrooms, 2 of which are master en suite. 
Can be furnished or not. Asking 18,000NIS/month

RECHAVIA, Efodi - New on the market. 70m
garden apartment, 3 rooms with an exit to a yard.
Immediate entrance. Asking 5500NIS/month

                                    
Yaniv Gabbay                         Elia Gabai
052-614-1442                    052-862-9208
yaniv@gabairealestate.com • eliagabai@gmail.com
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furnishings were simple and bare, there
was little food to eat, and the family
members were beset with various
afflictions and illnesses. Nevertheless
Rabbi Zusha was happy and cheerful.
The guest was astonished.

The man posed his question. ‘I asked the
Maggid how is it possible to bless God
for the bad just as one blesses Him for
the good, and the Maggid told me that
only you can help me in this matter.’

Reb Zusha replied, ‘This is indeed a very
difficult question. But why did our holy
master sent you to me? How would I
know? He should have sent you to
someone who has experienced
suffering!’

Beyond All Suffering
Those individuals who are close to God,
tzaddikim who cleave to the Source of
light - they place their lives, their very
being, in the elevated realm of holy life.
There, nothing can hurt them. They are
beyond life’s pitfalls and troubles. They
are beyond even the possibility of lack.

This is how the verse should be read. The
beginning quotes those who place their
trust in God: “You, God, are my refuge.”

The psalmist then responds, “You have
placed your dwelling on high.” By virtue
of the fact that you recognize that God
alone is your true refuge, you have
‘placed your dwelling on high’. All of
your dwelling, all of your life, all of your
essence, is ‘on high’. You have raised
yourself above and beyond all types of
suffering and misfortune; they cannot
harm you. 

http://www.gabairealestate.com
mailto:yaniv@gabairealestate.com
mailto:eliagabai@gmail.com


OU Israel Center TT 1262    page 46     YITRO 5778

Teachings of the Maharal

Rabbi Eliezer's Keys
to the World to Come
Netiv Ahavat Rei'a 1:2,53 - Rabbi
Eliezer ben Hyrcanus, formerly
gadol hador, who had been
excommuni- cated for not acceding
to a decision of Sanhedrin, became
ill, and was visited by his students.
They said to him, "Rebbi, teach us
the ways of life, so that we can merit
the word to come." He told them to
be careful of the honor of their
friends, and when you pray, be
cognizant of the One before whom
you are praying, and hold your
children back from higayon [logic,
some say Hebrew language], and sit
them between the knees of Torah
scholars. Then you will merit life in
the world to come [B'rachot 28b].

Why should honoring friends merit
the world to come? Everything is on
account of the supreme virtue, that
Hashem created man in the Image
of G-d. This virtue reaches the world
to come, and is impossible that any
virtue be higher, as the rabbis said,
"Man is beloved, having been
created in the Image of God" [Avot
3:18]. Even the angels cannot reach
this level. To honor man is to honor
the Image of G-d and to cleave to
the world to come. I have explained
in Derech Chaim [Maharal on Avot]
that this image is the supernal light
that shines on man, which is the
light of the World to Come. This is
why one who blanches the face
[embarrasses] of his friend has no
portion in the World to Come, for he

extinguishes the light of the Image.
Rabbi Chama learned that blanching
the face of his friend in public is like
spilling his blood as one can see by
the departure of redness, making
the face white [Bava Metzi'a 59a].

Abaya asked Rav Dimi in the West
[Eretz Yisrael], "What should I be
careful about?" He answered,
"Blanching someone's face, for
Rabbi Chanina said that everyone
descends to Gehennom except
three." It really means that everyone
descends but three do not ascend,
and these are: he who has sexual
relations with another's wife, he who
blanches his friend's face in public,
and he who gives a bad nickname to
his friend. It was said in the name of
Rashbi that it is better one throw
one's self in a fiery furnace than to
embarrass a friend in public. We
learn this from Tamar, who was
brought out to be burned, yet did not
implicate her father-in-law, but
rather "sent" the tokens he gave her
to guarantee payment for her
"services" so as not to embarrass
him.  

As to "spilling blood", there is a
remarkable matter about man's
form and image, that diminishing
the blood is diminishing the life
force and extinguishing the light.
When man was created, Hashem
did not say, "Let us make man an
intellectual being", but did say "Let
us make man in Our Image". The
Image, not the intellect, is the key to
man's creation and the key to the
world to come.

Column prepared by Dr. Moshe Kuhr
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Rabbi Kahana's articles www.nachmankahana.com

http://www.nachmankahana.com
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JERUSALEM GEOGRAPHY II
More interesting Street Names
in the Holy City
HaNassi Shul - 24 Ussishkin
25NIS, 20NIS mem, 10NIS students

H Feb 3 at 8:00pm - Ha-Ilui Street

I Feb 10 at 8:00pm - Jan Smuts Street

On the Parsha of Matan Torah , it is the perfect
time to begin thinking of the holiday of Matan
Torah. Destiny is returning for a very special

5-day retreat Shavuot at Hotel Lavi. Early Bird
prices only until Pesach. For details, write or call

Nachum (see below)
Contact: nachum@jewishdestiny.com or 0584-18-36-54

Reprinted from

Rabbi Wein's
Weekly
Blog

The high point of Jewish spiritual
history is achieved in the narrative
that is this week’s Torah reading. The
revelation at Sinai and the subse-
quent granting of the Torah to Israel
defined the character and mission of
the Jewish people throughout its
long and eventful history. The basic
ideas encompassed in the Ten Com-
mandments have become the foun-
dation of Western civilization. And,
even though they have often been
challenged, they have never been
refuted or ignored.

The universality of the message of
the Torah is emphasized to us by the
fact that the description of the
Revelation at Sinai is preceded by
the story of Yitro and his journey,
both the physical and spiritual one,
to join the Jewish people and share
their fate and mission.

Jewish tradition tells us that Yitro
had previously experimented with
every form and device of paganism -
the dominant religion of his time in
the world - in order to find a sense of
purpose and serenity for his soul and

inner being. He found them all to be
wanting in truth and in actuality and
due to his honesty and intellectual
acuity; he eventually came to reject
them all.

He came to Jewish thought and
behavior from the outside, from
being one of the leading priests of
paganism of his time. But in search-
ing for the truth, he experienced his
own inner revelation that coincided
with the unique holy revelation at
Sinai, as seen in this week’s Torah
reading. He would find it to be
difficult to be an outsider coming
into Israel but he would find it to be
even more difficult to remain an
outsider and ignore the apparent
truth.

As is often the case, the outsider, so

mailto:nachum@jewishdestiny.com
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The whole nation, the whole
mountain, and who earlier?

to speak, sees things more clearly
than those intimately involved in a
situation. There is an objectivity that
an outsider can bring to bear on the
circumstances at hand that are often
lacking in those who are actually
participating in the event.

Later on in the Torah, during the trek
in the desert of Sinai, Moshe will say
to Yitro: “you have been for us our
eyes.” By this statement Moshe
implies that Yitro saw things even
more clearly than did the Jewish
people and that his appreciation of
the greatness of Judaism and its
Torah excelled above all. Perhaps
that is why there is an opinion
amongst many of the commentators
and in Midrash as well that the visit
of Yitro to the encampment of Israel
in the desert took place before the
granting of the Torah.

When this great event happened, it
was Yitro above everyone else who
could most appreciate what this
historic moment really meant in
terms of world civilization and the
progress of humankind. The Jewish
people may have taken the Exodus
from Egypt in stride, as being there
due. Yet, Yitro reminded them of the
supernatural quality of the event.
The same is true regarding the
revelation at Sinai and therefore
Yitro merited that this portion of the
Torah be named for him. 
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Parsha Points to Ponder
Suggested answers

B The Meshech Chochma
answers: Moshe was teaching that
when he judges cases he doesn't
pay attention to whom the people
are but focuses on the merits of the
case alone. Thus, the word BA
meaning COME refers to the issue
that comes before him and not the
people. This is why it is in singular
and not plural.

C The Da'at Zekainim MiBaalei
HaTosfot teach that DON'T TOUCH
IT WITH YOUR HAND refers to the
person who violates the rule and
goes onto the mountain, and not
about not touching the mountain.
The Torah is saying make sure not
to touch the person when killing
him immediately upon seeing him
violate this prohibition because
this would lead the executioners to
cross over onto the mountain and
violate the command not to touch
the mountain. Rather, the violator
should be stoned from afar.

D The Or HaChaim explains that
SIX DAYS YOU SHOULD DO YOUR
WORK and the words immediately
following - AND YOU WILL DO ALL
YOUR WORK - teach that G-D will
make sure that a person who rests
on Shabbat will be able to
complete all the work necessary for
them to earn a living. 
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FOR RENT OLD KATAMON - Rachel Imeinu St.
beautiful penthouse, 4.5 rooms, Shabbat elevator, 
2 large terraces of 30m, renovated, parking, exclusive,
9800NIS/mo
OLD TALPIOT CLOSE TO BAKA Large 3 rooms,
72m, first floor, good shape, bright, good deal!
1,600,000NIS

ARNONA - Beautiful, 3 rooms, modern building,
Shabbat elevator, balcony with view, sunny, storage
room, parking, exclusive, 2,190,000NIS

RECHAVIA - 4 rooms, stone building, elevator, 
2 balconies, 4 directions, high ceilings, quiet, 
good deal! 2,850,000NIS

KIRYAT SHMUEL - 5 rooms, elevator, balcony with
view, 4 directions, parking, for renovation. 3,500,000NIS

OLD KATAMON - new penthouse on one level, 
5 rooms, 170m, small modern building, Shabbat
elevator, large terrace, 50m living room, 4 directions, 
2 parking slots, storage room, exclusive
TALBIEH WITH GARDEN - Ground floor of arabic
style house, 210m, private garden, 3 rooms + 150m
basement, high ceiling, great location, Unique!

Nachi Reality • 054-461-3943
• Under market in Rechavia!- 4 rooms, 100m in

the Wolfson tower for only 2,790,000NIS.
Shabbat elevator, nice view

• GREAT DEAL - Katamon, Elazar HaModa'i
street, right off Emek, 4 room, 85m, stone
building, 1.5 floors up with mirpeset, parking. 
Only 2,440,000NIS

• Stunning Brand New Bldg in Arnona, Spacious 
3 rooms, 87m, 16m mirpeset, 2 full bathrooms,
3rd floor, handicap access with Shabbat elevator,
parking and storage. 2,150,000NIS

ttRIDDLES
Prizes for TTriddle solutions

World of Jewish Music

Malchei Yisrael 5
 Jerusalem

02-538-8474

Rabbi Akiva 88, Bnei Braq • 03-579-9580

Previous (B'shalach) TTriddles:

[1] FPTL: ___ ____ _____ Chidekel

B'reishit 2:10-14 describes the river of
Gan Eden, telling us that it split into
four 'river heads', namely - PISHON,
GICHON, CHIDEKEL, and P'RAT. Pasuk
14 begins: V'SHEIM HANAHAR HASH'LI-
SHI CHIDEKEL. And the name of the
third river is Chidekel. The gimatriya of
the three words represented by the
blank lines in the FPTL TTriddle is:
6+300+40 (346) + 5+50+5+200 (260) +
5+300+30+10+300+10 (655) = 1261.

[2] ELOKIM, Yehuda, Reuven, Dan,
Efrayim, Halviyim, Yisrael,
Mitzrayim

In Parshat B'shalach, we find the word
MACHANEI (the camp of) 5 times -
three MACHANEI MITZRAYIM and two
MACHANEI YISRAEL. Earlier in the Torah
we find Yaakov's calling the gathering
of angels he saw on his return to Eretz
Yisrael - MACHANEI ELOKIM. He then
named it MACHANAYIM. 

The other occurrences of MACHANEI in
the Torah are in Bamidbar and
B'haalot'cha, in the description of the
encampments and the travel sections,
respectively. In Parshat Bamidbar we

find DEGEL MACHANEI followed by
YEHUDA, REUVEN, EFRAYIM, and DAN.
There is also mention of MACHANEI
HALVIYIM in the middle of the
machanot. In the travel arrangements
we find DEGEL MACHANEI followed by
V'NEI YEHUDA, REUVEN, V'NEI EFRAYIM,
and V'NEI DAN.

In addition the 15 MACHANEIs in the
Torah, there is one MACHANEH, in
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To rah Tidbits distributio n is
a vo luntary, peo ple-based
effo rt... The fo llo wing co m-
munities are in need o f assistance:
Raanana • Tel Aviv • Giv'at Sh'muel

Zichron Yaakov • Tzfat
If yo u can help, even o ne week, please
call To ni at 05 05 -772-111. Thank yo u.

For Rent on HaG'dud HaIvri
(Churshat HaYarei'ach)

Penthouse, duplex, new building, 280m,
6 bedrooms, living room, dining room,

Sukkah porch, underfloor heating, central
a/c, nice view, Shabbat elevator, parking,
storage, long term. Asking $5800/month

For Sale: Bustan, Baka
1st floor, 4 rooms, 114m, 15m porch
(part for Sukkah), underfloor heating,
central a/c, 2 parking spots, Shabbat

elevator, storage. Asking 4,650,000NIS

Smadar                   xcnq
050-311-4040

Tel & fax: (02) 642-4329
email: smadi_bida@walla.co.il

Parshat Ki Teitzei - KI TEITZEI
MACHANEH AL O-Y'VECHA...

That covers the stand-alone MEM-
CHET-NUN-HEI. There are dozens more
BAMACHANEH, HAMACHANEH, and
LAMACHANEH in the Torah. 

Such is the way of TTriddle-making. We
take a word that strikes our fancy and
do a search. MACHANEI in this example.
If there are too many hits in all of
Tanach, the search is limited to the Five
Books in order to make a more
manageable TTriddle. 

As it turns out, even though the results
from searching all of Tanach were too
much to handle in a TTriddle, there was
once appropriate hit. The haftara of
B'shalach mentions MACHAEI SISRA.

One last comment based on the DEGEL
MACHANEIs in Parshat B'haalot'cha -
why B'nei Yehuda, B'nei Efrayim, B'nei
Dan, but Reuven and not B'nei Reuven.
In fact, the other 8 tribes - two others
for each flag-camp - all B'nei. Only
Reuven is not.

Okay, here's what we have come up
with after a couple of consults and
checking with ALHATORAH.ORG (not
enough room here to describe this
incredible website - just go there and
be bowled over). The NETZIV also
noticed that Reuven, and only Reuven

is not pre-fixed with B'nei. He writes
that it is a REMEZ (hint) to the fact that
the 250 K'toret offerers did not have
base motives of rebellion - as did Datan
and Aviram, who are called B'nei
Reuven. Rather, they had high motives,
albeit, misguided, of getting closer to
G-d (they were firstborns who did not
like the idea that their role was taken
from them and given to the Leviyim
(and Kohanim). This aligned them more
with Reuven himself, who is credited by
the Torah of returniong to the Pit to
save Yosef. This was a lofty goal, albit
misguided. Elitzur ben Sh'dei'ur was
among the 250 in Korach's rebellion.
The tribe being identified as Reuven,
rather than B'nei Reuven, hints towards
his being more like Reuven and not like
Datan and Aviram, B'nei Reuven. L

mailto:smadi_bida@walla.co.il
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Apartment Management
also vacation rentals Since 1978

ITZHAK KOTLER
(02) 586-1554 052-286-3877

See us at www.jerusalem-management.com

Having a Brit?
KISEI SHEL ELIYAHU

Available to borrow
from the OU Israel Center

For details, call
Marion Silman 052-240-7078

Jonathan Rosenblum, DPM
• 050-595-5161

Pediatric and Geriatric Foot Care, Bunions,
Hammertoes, and Diabetic Wound Care

US Citizenship for your
Children and Grandchildren

Michele Coven Wolgel
Attorney and Notary

Specializing in American Immigration
and Naturalization Law for over 30 years

DUE TO PROCESSING DELAYS
EARLY FILING IS ESSENTIAL!

www.wolgelaw.com
www.facebook.com/uscitizenshipinfo

lawyer@wolgelaw.co.il
tel: (02) 590-3444

Member, AILA 
(American Immigration Lawyers Association)

Of Counsel to Bretz & Coven, LLP
www.bretzlaw.com

Pinchus Klahr, MD
Rheumatology

US Board Certif ied / Misrad HaBriut recognized special ist
in al l  Arthritis conditions Joint and Muscle Pain

Conscientious “American style” Care
Conveniently located at Refa Na Medical Center,

Givat Shaul, Jerusalem • NOW also at
RBS Family Medical Center, Ramat Beit Shemesh

052-713-2224

Rechavia studio              House calls available

http://www.jerusalem-management.com
http://www.wolgelaw.com
http://www.facebook.com/uscitizenshipinfo
mailto:lawyer@wolgelaw.co.il
http://www.bretzlaw.com
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for Fertility and Gynecology
in Accordance with Halacha

The Puah Institute is based in Jerusalem and helps couples from all over the world who are experiencing fertility
problems. Puah offers free counseling in five languages, halachic supervision, and educational programs. Offices in
Jerusalem, New York, Los Angeles, Paris. Contact: (02) 651-5050 (Isr) • 718-336-0603 (US) • www.puahonline.org

But She Needs a Child
Last week we saw that while a person
does not actually own their body, and
in fact it belongs to the Almighty, one
can sell something that came from
their body such as hair after it has
been detached. According to this logic,
frozen embryos are a separate entity
that belong to both the husband and
the wife and neither of them can use
the embryos against the will of the
other party. 

However the Talmud (Yevamot 65b)
states that a woman can claim that
she wants children in order to support
her, accompany her and eventually
bury her. The obligation to have
children falls on the husband and a
woman is not obligated to have
children. 

[Ed. note: According to the majority of
halachic sources.]

But she does want to have children for
personal and not necessarily halachic
reasons. Even if a woman does not
make this verbal declaration we can
assume that she wants to have
children for similar reasons (based on
the Tosasot ad loc.), and a woman can
demand that her husband divorce her
if she has no children. (See Rambam,
Hilchot Ishut 15:10) If so, it appears
that a woman can take the frozen
embryos created by her and her

husband and use them to get pregnant
and have a baby even if her husband
does not agree, or even if they are now
divorced. 

The problem with this assumption is
that this is not an obligation on the
husband; while he should want to
provide his wife with children, he is
not obliged to do so. Rather, part of
the agreement between husband and
wife is that they will try to have
children together. If one of them
refuses to do so, the couple can get
divorced. But the wife cannot force her
husband to give her children under any
circumstance, for example if they are
no longer married then she cannot
have children with him despite her
wishes. 

As such the embryos that they created
together do not become the property
of one party or the other, rather, they
belong to the couple only as a married
couple. If they are no longer a married
couple, such as in our case, if they got
divorced, then the wife cannot take
the embryos and have a child. She
cannot claim that she needs to have a
child and therefore can use the
embryos. If the couple are still married
the law may be different but once they
divorce it would appear that neither of
them can use the embryos. 

More on this next week.

Rabbi Gideon Weitzman

http://www.puahonline.org
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In Talbieh on Mendele St. - Private land,
unique building, 3.5 room apt.

for renovation, 100m + 20m studio,
high ceilings, bright, 4 air directions
+ 2 balconies, 3rd floor no elevator.

Great investment! 3,285,000NIS

In Holyland Neighborhood
on Avraham Perera St. - 3 bed apartment,

90m, well maintained, 4th floor,
Shabbat elevator, storage + parking,

excellent price - 2,350,000NIS

Ruth Abrahami Real Estate Agent
054-80-70-677 • Fax 02-651-4955

www.ruthabrahami.com • info@ruthabrahami.com

CHIZUK ! IDUD
Divrei Torah from the weekly sedra

with a focus on living in Eretz Yisrael -
Chizuk for Olim & Idud for not-yet-Olim  

Yitro was an open-minded individual. In
his quenchless search after spiritual truth
he was willing to sample all varieties of
religion. Yitro studied most every form
of idolatry extant in his time and was not
satisfied. When he heard what Hashem
had done for His people, he was instantly
won over and dramatically declared
(Sh'mot 18:11) ATA YADATI, Now I
know that Hashem is the greatest of all
deities, KI BADAVAR ASHER ZADU
ALEIHEM, for the Egyptians, in their
plot to execute Yisrael, so were they
punished."

Rashi explains that the Egyptians had
received their just deserts - they who had
plotted to drown the Jews, were drowned
themselves. 

In the words of the S'forno "G-d saved
His people in the same way that the
Egyptians had plotted against the Jewish
People." S'forno mentions Makat
B'chorot as an additional example of this
principle of mida-k'neged-mida, noting
that the first-born of the Egyptians were
killed - since we find that the Jewish
People who were victimized are referred
to as B'NI B'CHORI YISRA'EL - "My
first-born Yisrael" (Sh'mot 22,23).

Onkelos explains Yitro's claim in a
similar vein, with a subtle but important
difference. According to Onkelos the
Egyptians were punished in a manner
that was commensurate to "that which
they had thought" of doing to us. As the
GRI"Z (Rabbi Yitzchak Zev Solovei-

tchik zt"l) points out, Onkelos' wording:
DICHASHIVU suggests that the
Egyptians were held accountable not
only for their deeds, but also for that
which they had planned to do - including
plans which were never implemented.
The GRI"Z compared this to the answer
Rav Itzaleh Veloziner once gave to a
question posed to him by a member of
the Czarist government. The government
official wanted to understand the
meaning of the verse in Tehillim 117:1.
The Passuk says: "Glorify Hashem all
peoples, praise Him all nations. For His
kindness to us is overwhelming." The
minister was puzzled by the seeming
disconnect between the two parts of this
verse: Why should the nations be
expected to praise Hashem for the
kindness shewn to the Jewish People?
Rav Itzaleh replied as follows: "We Jews
do not know what goes on in the inner
sanctum of the ministries in Petersburg.
We are not aware of all the plots hatched
against the Jewish People. Only you, in

http://www.ruthabrahami.com
mailto:info@ruthabrahami.com


OU Israel Center TT 1262    page 58     YITRO 5778

WILL PAY someone to do
errands in Jerusalem,

mostly very small shopping,
for bed-ridden women

Must have tus-tus with
lockable storage box

URGENT 052-767-8907 (no SMS)

the government, know the full extent of
the kindness and Chesed bestowed upon
the Jewish People as you witness how
your plans are foiled time and time
again. Therefore, when the time
eventually comes, and the gentiles will
honestly repent their anti-semitic past,
they will be in a position to praise and
glorify the Almighty for His kindness to
the Jewish people, above and beyond our
own ability to do so." (Reshumot
Talmidim p. 248) 

This idea, that nations of the world will
be held accountable for their nefarious
plots targeting the Jewish nation,
behooves us to take note of, and
appreciate, the opposite as well. Just as
we are to remember those who afflicted
us and were responsible for our
suffering, so too we must recognize
those who were instrumental in bringing
about our rebuilding and return.

If the nations are castigated for working
against the Jewish People then, ipso
facto, they must be praised when they
assist the Jewish People to realize their
dreams vis a vis Eretz Yisrael.

Last year we celebrated the Centennial of
the Balfour Declaration. Many Jewish
individuals toiled mightily to secure its
passage, (especially Dr. Chaim Weitz-
man the future president of Medinat
Yisrael), yet, we must not forget the
many Christian Zionists in the British
government who were ultimately
responsible for its passage. They, too,
prayed for a return of the Jewish People
to Zion. (Someone recently described
how Christian ministers in 18th century
England propagated the belief in the
viability of a return of the Jewish people
to Eretz Yisrael long before the advent of

the Chovevei Zion movement.)

So, too, today. The recent American
pronouncement that Jerusalem is the
capital of the Jewish State, was strongly
influenced by the fervent Zionist
convictions of the American evangelical
movement. In his passionate talk to the
Knesset, Vice President Pence was
clearly expressing his own personal
beliefs. Listen to his words:

"We stand with Israel because your cause
is our cause, your values are our values,
and your fight is our fight. We stand with
Israel because we believe in right over
wrong, in good over evil, and in liberty
over tyranny… Jerusalem is Israel's
capital… In the weeks ahead, our
administration will advance its plan to
open the United States Embassy in
Jerusalem… before the end of next
year". 

From Balfour to Pence!

Balfour introduced the concept of the
Jewish Homeland. The current American
administration is helping us reinforce the
idea of Jerusalem as the historic capital
of the Jewish People.

Returning to Yitro, though, we must take
note of the Parsha's description of the
process Yitro underwent. Yitro's true
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greatness lies in the fact that once he
becomes convinced, his convinctions are
translated into immediate action:
VAYISHMA YITRO... VAYAVO
YITRO… - Yitro heard - he reached his
conclusions - and he promptly acted
upon them setting out into the desert to
come join the encampment at Sinai.

There are many Religious Zionists out
there who have "Heard" - they have
clearly identified the pattern before their
eyes; They have no doubt in their heart
regarding the direction history is leading
us - they find it difficult however to
connect their own personal VISHMA
with the next stage of VAYAVO - to
them we say - BO'U! - BO'U
HABAYTA! - it is time to take the
plunge and come home!

Rabbi Yerachmiel Roness, Ramat Shiloh, Beit Shemesh



OU Israel Center TT 1262    page 60     YITRO 5778

Dr. Maurice E. Joseph Jewish Video Program
NO CHARGE • Check each day for start time and location

MON Feb 5th - 2:00pm • MAIN HALL • 1½ hrs • subtitles
The Cantor's Son - Yiddish musical drama tells real-life story of
its star, acclaimed chazan and Yiddish singer, Moishe Oysher. Critic
J. Hoberman called the movie the “anti-Jazz Singer”. Oysher, a
wayward youth, makes his way from his shtetl to the Lower East
Side where he is “discovered” and becomes a popular singer. But he
longs for his home, his family and Yiddishkeit

TUE Feb 6th - 2:00pm • MAIN HALL • 1½ hrs
The Ritchie Boys - BRILLIANT documentary on German Jews
who made it to the USA before World War II. Volunteered for
Intelligence to use their German speaking. Landed on D-Day,
interrogated prisoners, induced Germans to surrender, wrote
leaflets to break German morale. They escaped the Nazis but
returned to help defeat them. One of the best films we present -
simply superb!

WED Feb 7th - 12:45pm • Library • DOUBLE FEATURE
THE SEVEN UNIVERSAL LAWS - Dramatic documentary on
the Noachide Laws with prescriptions for improving one’s life and
relationships. Filmed in Israel. (40 mins)
and A LOST TRIBE? LEMBA OF AFRICA - A tribe with Semitic
names, Jewish rituals - DNA supports claim of Jewishness!
Fascinating! (35 mins)

THU Feb 8th - NO VIDEO

Gemach - Free Loan Society The Israel Center and the Old City Free Loan Association
providing interest-free loans for people in financial distress (living in the J'lem area).

Interviews at the Center • Bring ID • Tuesdays 10-12 and 19-20:15
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SHIUR SPONSORS
Mrs. Shatz's shiur (Sun Jan 28)
sponsored by Tirza Jotkowitz

In memory of her father
Rabbi Avrohom Moshe ben

Harav Elchonon Yochanan Spiegel l"f
on his 50th yahrzeit, 10 Sh'vat

Rabbi Breitowitz's Sunday shiur
sponsored by Mel & Pessy Krausz David

Please join us at the OU Israel Center in wishing Mel
a refuah shleima: Menachem Mendel ben Toba Rivka

Rebbitzen Borow's shiur (Mon Feb 5)
sponsored by Steve Toberman

in Loving Memory of
Marion Betty Tomsky Toberman d"r

Rabbi Gold's shiur (Tue Feb 6)
sponsored by Moishe & Judy Geller
In loving memory of Judy's father

Herbert B. Croog l"f
l"f xfril` x"a xra aec miig

on his first yahrzeit, 21 Sh'vat

To sponsor a shiur, call Chana (02) 560-9128

UPCOMING
Monday, February 12th • 8:00pm

Preparing for Freedom:
Rav Ahron Soloveichik's lessons

from the Four Parshiyot

by Dr. David Luchins Monday Feb 5, 8:00pm 
PREVIEW: Short documentary film -

before its release at the UN next month
"UNRWA SCHOOLS IN JERUSALEM:
BREEDING GROUNDS FOR TERROR"
22% of Jerusalem Arab children study in
UNRWA schools, which use the PA war

curriculum in sovereign Jerusalem

Presenter: David Bedein
Seating Limited. Register to Attend:
dbedein@israelbehindthenews.com

SHABBAT ZACHOR • Feb 23,24
Guest: Rabbi Hillel Novetsky

More details to come
Call to reserve

Ita Rochel 560-9125

Sunday - February 4th @ 7:30pm

Off The Wall Comedy Presents:
David Kilimnick's

Stand-Up Comedy Show

FIND ME A SHIDDUCH

Typecasted as a single Jewish man yet
again, in the film 'Jewish Single Male',

David now gives you the comedic truth
of life as an unmarried person in your

community and what you all can do to
not help. In the comedy dialogue, David
also takes you on the emotional ride of

the single man and woman in what other
people think is the "singles crisis".

You will walk away entertained,
enlightened or with David.
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DIBUR (Speech) by Liat Jackman

A while ago, I thought of an important
thing that I needed to buy. Fearing I
might forget, I wanted to tell my
husband. However, it was not a suitable
topic for Shabbat conversation. But I
wanted to remember it! There is an
halacha that one should restrict one’s
speech on Shabbat and not speak of
mundane matters. Is it really true that I
shouldn’t even mention it? If so, why do
we restrict our speech on Shabbat?

In the Mechilta 8:4 (early Midrash on
Sh'mot), there is a midrash drawing a
parallel between the first five com-
mandments and the last five. Shabbat

(#4) corresponds to the command-
ment not to testify falsely (#9). How are
these connected? The midrash explains
that a person who observes Shabbat
testifies that God created the world in
six days and then rested on the
seventh. One who does not keep
Shabbat testifies, as a false witness, that
He did not, since he is showing that all
days are the same.

Kli Yakar (commenting on Sh'mot
20:13) expands on this midrash.
Shabbat, like not testifying falsely,
includes being careful what we say. In
Yeshayahu 58:13, refraining from
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speech is mentioned as part of keeping
the Shabbat. The Gemara (Shabbat
113b) teaches that our speech on
Shabbat should not be like our speech
during the week. Rashi explains this is
regarding MEKACH UMEMKAR, busi-
ness. But Tosafot says we learn this
from another part of the pasuk in
Yeshayahu and adds that we should
speak less on Shabbat. At least less then
we speak everyday. But why?

The Kli Yakar explains. While man
creates through actions, G-d creates by
speaking. On Shabbat, when He rested,
He stopped speaking. To emulate G-d’s
way of resting, man sanctifies his
speech on Shabbat. Kli Yakar under-
stands this as speaking not of one’s
personal business but of chaftsei
shamayim, “G-d’s business”. In halacha,
anything that is not allowed to be done
on Shabbat (a melacha) is also not to be
spoken about. Business talk is also to be
avoided. One should try not to lie or
speak ill of one’s friend. Mundane
matters, small talk and the like may be
spoken as long as it brings pleasure to
the person. In whatever way we do it,
by sanctifying and elevating our own
speech on Shabbat, we testify to His
creating the world in six days by speech
and resting on the seventh.

It is so hard to take that break on
Shabbat, but when we refrain from the
mundane we not only make space to
testify to G-d’s creation. We also make
space to feel the kedusha of Shabbat.
HIRHURIM MUTARIM, thoughts are
allowed. Halachically we are allowed to
think mundane things in our mind . But
I believe the more we make an effort to

shut it off (particularly in the day and
age of internet and smartphones), the
more we can connect to the kedusha of
Shabbat.

I’m not quite sure what it was that I
needed to buy, but I do know that I did
the right thing. I hope I will be able
again to restrain myself and testify to
G-d’s creating the world! 

mailto:ABLE.Shelli@gmail.com


OU Israel Center TT 1262    page 64     YITRO 5778

VAYICHAN SHAM...
Last week I went to the funeral of
Toby Willig a"h, an icon in Jeru-
salem. This nonagenarian had more
energy than many people half her
age and tried not to let her failing
health get in her way. I would like to
dedicate my column to her memory.

It was hard for me to choose what
point from the portion would best
relate to this brilliant woman who
loved the land of Israel, the people of
Israel and learning every word of the
Torah. She attended many Torah
classes and as Rabbi Wein, one of
those who eulogized her, said, she
was always the first to ask a question
or make a statement in every lecture
she attended. 

So finally, I decided to write about
one of the more famous verses from
the portion that includes a grammati-
cal inconsistency.  

In the third month after leaving Egypt
the Jewish nation arrived in the Sinai
desert, getting ready to receive the
Torah. The verse tells us that the
nation "came to the desert,
VAYACHANU BAMIDBAR and Israel
encamped before the mount
VAYICHAN SHAM YISRAEL" (19:2).
There seems to be a grammatical
error in the verse. The word used to

tell us that the nation came to the
desert is plural VAYACHANU,
whereas when it tells us that they
encamped by the mountain it says
VAYICHAN, singular. Why the
change? Rashi's famous answer to
this question is that here, unlike in all
their other encampments, they were
unified. There were no fights or
arguments. K'ISH ECHAD B'LEIV
ECHAD - like one person with one
heart. 

Rav Yerucham Levovitz  taught that
from here we learn that love of our
fellow man is a prerequisite for
accepting the Torah. 

We are familiar with this concept, but
did you ever think about the choice
of wording in this verse? Rabbi
Yitzchok of Vorki points out that the
word VAYICHAN includes the root
word CHEIN, which means finding
favor. The people found favor in
each others eyes. When you only
want to see the faults of those
around you, then you distance
yourself from them. But when you
see the good in others, then you
naturally want to become closer to
them. This unity is crucial for
accepting the Torah. 

Rabbi Pliskin in his book, Growth
through Torah, asks how is this
quality developed? He quotes from
the book Nachal Kidumim that
togetherness between people is
possible only when there is humility.
When the nation came to Sinai,
which is the symbol of humility, they
internalized this attribute. When you
have humility, you have no desire to
gain power over anyone else or to
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concentrate on others faults. You are
then free to see the good in others.

This was one of Toby's many special
qualities. Not only did she herself
have CHEIN, and was very likable,
she liked everyone, and was friendly
with everyone and tried to help so
many people and causes. And that is
why so many will miss her.

YEHI ZICHRA BARUCH. N

cont. from p.4

the Ten Commandments, which I
believe is the key to the conundrum.
The text states:  And all the people
saw the sounds and the torches
(20:15).    We don't usually 'see'
sounds.  What's going on?  Rashi
says, 'They saw which was audible,

which isn't possible under any other
circumstances.'  Okay, it's a miracle.
Even though there a number of
more rational authorities who go
with some plausible linguistic
explanations (for example:  the word
for sight can include all the senses),
let's stick with the extraordinary
approach.

But why the need for supernatural
apprehension of the information at
Sinai?  The Sfat Emet (second Gerer
Rebbe, 1847-1905) initially suggests
clarity.  The Rebbe explains, 'For one
who sees, perceives the seen object
in perfect manner as it is without any
change (1875).'  There's a lot to be
said for that approach, because our
ancestors required clarity cont. .p.
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to make their momentous
commitment of 'we will do, and we
will understand' which appears in
next week's parsha.  But a few years
later the Rebbe refined his thinking
on our verse, and wrote, 'There are
things that cannot be uttered by the
mouth, but only perceived by the
eye of the mind (Pesach, 1879).'
According to the Rebbe, they were
'seeing' through auspices other than
the eye.  The verb 'seeing' here is
closer to a function of the brain than
of the eye.  Do you see what I mean?
The Jews at Har Sinai were
short-circuiting the normal sensory
flow of information.  I guess you
could call it Extra Sensory
Perception.  I recently read an article
about Professor Digby Tantum of
Sheffield, England, who wrote about
non-verbal human communication.
He believes that people are always
picking up signals from each other
which we are always working to
interpret.  He says these
micro-signals are almost like a wi-fi
network among human brains.  He
uses this hypothesis to explain many
phenomena, like intuition, 'gut'
feelings, and even why people avoid
eye contact on public transportation,
we can't handle the overload of
signals.  I personally believe this idea
has great merit.  Those of us who
have stronger powers of reception
are often the spiritual leaders we go
to for guidance.  Perhaps that's what
happened at Sinai.

Presented for your consideration:
The statement about seeing that
which is normally heard, means that
much of the information transmitted
at Sinai was received directly into the
brain.  I believe that this is what the
Gerer Rebbe meant when he said
that they were using their 'mind's
eye'. Why would God desire such a
phenomenon at Har Sinai?  The
Rebbe explained that too:  clarity!
For one shining moment history,
every Jew was in perfect harmony.
Now we can answer my original
question:  Why is this the moment
when every Jew, past and future was
standing together shoulder to
shoulder in unity?  Because this was
only moment in history when we
were all exactly on the same wave
length, the ultimate same page
scenario.  Wow!  We eagerly await
the encore.
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70 PERSPECTIVES
BUT ONLY ONE TORAH

by Dr. Meir Tamari  

And HaShem Spoke
Judaism is often presented as the
religion of laws and obligations,
mitzvot ma'asiyot. However, the
covenant at Sinai begins with speech
and ends with 'you shall not covet'
which the Rambam codifies as a
thought for which one becomes liable
when it is translated into action.
Accordingly, he writes that it is a
mitzva to know Hashem, rather than
just to believe in Him. We begin the
weekday Amida with You mercifully
grant us knowledge and Chazal taught
that if there is no knowledge, how can
we achieve the separation between
mutar and asur, between kodesh and
chol. The Torah begins when Hashem
created the world with 10 sayings and
then continues with one of the most
ennobling of religious thoughts when
Hashem speaks and listens to human
beings. This is given the particular
Jewish element when the communica-
tion is not merely between Hashem and
individuals as in Sefer Bereishit but
between Him and the nation of Israel.  

"Anochi Hashem, who took you out of
the land of Egypt". This statement at
the beginning of the Ten Command-
ments, even though it calls for no
specific action, is the basis and reason
for all of our Jewish actions. "On what
do you base your faith", queried the
Chidushei Ha'Rim of Gur. Menachem

Mendel of Kotsk replied,. "I base my
faith, as does the Rambam, on seeing
the wonders and greatness of His
Creation." "That is sufficient for all
men, but for Jews it is the taking out of
Egypt, therefore the Commandments
do not refer to the Creation but rather
to the Exodus" (Chidushei Ha'rim). It is
the Exodus that is the basis of the
special and singular nation-religion of
Israel. 

"And Yitro heard and came", is the
introduction to our parsha and to the
statement of the Commandments.
Chazal tell us that there was not a
single form of idolatry that Yitro had
not worshiped. Unlike the people who
in error seek out idols hoping to draw
strength either from this particular
worship or from that specific idol,
Yitro sought a united form of idolatry.
So when he repented and accepted G-d,
he required hearing of an event which
totally embodied G-d's greatness. The
Tanna'im of the Mishna had different
opinions as to what this all embracing
event which Yitro heard, that made him
come at this particular time. 

Rabbi Yehoshua saw the war with
Amalek as this event. Amalek is not
just another nation nor just another
enemy of Israel. Rather Amalek is the
embodiment of all the evil midot.
Amalek is reishit amim, Israel is reishit
and Torah is reishit and b'reishit was
the world created. So Amalek is able to
split the Heavenly throne, the - Kes
Kah and prevent the holy light from
illuminating the world. Amalek also is
able to separate Israel from HaShem by
cooling their ardor and the intensity of
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their worship; karcha like kerach ice.
Rabbi S.R. Hirsch relates the
divisiveness of Amalek to mikreh -
accident, Amalek believes that all is
mere accident and chance, thereby
denying that G-d affects and
determines how the world progresses.
Therefore Amalek prevents the world
from reaching out and allying itself
with the Heavenly kingdom and the
heavenly light from reaching into this
world. The destruction of that evil
kingdom fundamentally changes all
this. So according to Rabbi Yehoshua,
it was the victory over Amalek which
brought Yitro.

For Rabbi Eliezer HaModai, it was
Matan Torah that Yitro heard. We
know that Torah is the embodiment of
the world. 'G-d looked in the Torah and
created the world.' Torah is the Divine
Wisdom that descends from on high to
separate the material world from
spiritual revelation just as the heavens
separate between the waters above and
those below. For Matan Torah to be
possible it was necessary to tear the
heavens - rakiya to tear, so that the
spiritual could descend. This descent is
the embodiment of the connection
between Heaven and Earth. So Rabbi
Eliezer Hamodai saw Matan Torah as
the sight that Yitro saw and came.

The Sages taught that Yitro heard about
K'riyat Yam Suf. Now K'riyat Yam Suf
is Bina, because it was there that Israel
understood and believed in HaShem
and Moshe. At K'riyat Yam Suf the
plagues are described as the 'hand' of
G-d. Hand is the unity of the five
separate fingers, the power of G-d,
which unites all the sections and all the
particulars. So K'riat Yam Suf is the
annulment of all the separate powers of
nature and of the material.  

This is not simply that G-d is more
powerful but that nature and material
are powerless without Him. This is
illustrated by the fiery furnace into
which Hananya, Mishael and Azarya
were cast. The Angel of Water wished
to go down and put out the fire. Said
the Angel of Fire, "everybody knows
that water puts out fire, so you will
only show that G-d is more powerful. I
will put out the fire, although fire
normally does not put out fire, which
will show that nothing has any power
except what He gives them.

 Each of these Tana'im therefore saw a
different independent event that caused
Yitro, symbol of unity, to come. w

mailto:shalompollack613@gmail.com
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