
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

בא פרשת  - Time is ours! 

 

 בס''ד

 לר''ש 

 יעקב בן שרה לאה

אׁשֹיםֳחָדׁשֹ ֹאׁשר ֹֹםָלכֶֹֹהַהזֶֶֹֹדׁשַהחֹ  הֹיְלָחְדׁשֹ ֹםָלכֶֹהּואֹֹֹוןר  ('בֹ')יבֹ:ַֹהָשָנָֽ  
 

 

This month shall be for you the beginning of the months; the first for you 
of the months of the year 

 

Chazal say that this was the first Mitzvah ever given to Klal Yisroel; the Mitzvah of 
Kiddush Hachodesh. All of the other Mitzvos were given by Har Sini. 

Why was it significant for Klal Yisroel to receive this Mitzvah whilst they were still in 
Mitzrayim? And what message is there in this, for us, today? 

The Ramban on this Possuk explains what is really behind this Mitzvah. He asks 
firstly, what does the Possuk mean אש הַהָשנָֹֹיְלָחְדׁשֹ ֹםָלכֶֹֹהּואֹֹוןר   the first for you of the 
months of the year? The year surely begins in Tishri, as we know, with Rosh 
Hashanah; in what way is Nissan the first of the months? 

The Ramban explains that indeed Nissan is not the first of the months of the year. 
Rather the Possuk means that it is the first of the months from the Geula. Meaning, 
from Nissan we count how many months we are from the month of the Geula. 
Nissan being the first month of course, because that was when we were redeemed 
and then Iyar being the second etc. 

He explains further that originally the months of the year were not known by their 
names Nissan, Iyar etc. Those are their Babylonian names that were only adopted by 
Klal Yisroel later in history. Before our time in Bavel, the months were referred to by 
their number and Nissan was number 1, because we counted according to the 
months from the Geula. 

And so this was the Mitzvah; to count from the first month of the Geula so that we 
will always remember Yetzias Mitzrayim. As the months would go by, we might have 
forgotten the huge display of Hashem’s Control over everything, which was so clear 
to us by Yetzias Mitzrayim. So the Torah gave us a Mitzvah to count the months 
according to when we were redeemed and that way every month, the Geulas 
Mitzrayim will always be remembered. 

The Seforna points to a different word in the Possuk, ָלֶכֶ֖ם yours. “From now on,” he 
writes, “the months are yours. You can do as you wish (with your time).” 

This first month of Nissan marked the first time that Klal Yisroel would not be 
enslaved anymore. They would not be forced to spend their time and energy doing 
the will of their Egyptian masters. It was the first month of their freedom! ָלֶכֶ֖ם - it’s 
yours to choose! 

But with this freedom, comes a responsibility; to choose wisely. We must ensure 
that we stay on track and look to fulfil our days and months with meaningful 
pursuits and not Chas Vesholom end up straying from the ways of the Torah. 

One way that will ensure that we stay on track is to follow the words of the Ramban 
above. If every month we make sure to remember Yetzias Mitzrayim with all the 
Nissim that went on tat that time and all the revelations of Hashem that took place; 
we may also be reminded of the reason why Hashem actually freed us from 
Mitzrayim. As the Possuk says in Shemos, ַֹהַהזֶֹֹרָההֹ ֹלעַֹֹיםֱאֹלקֶאת־הַָֹֹעְבדּוןת  to serve 
Hashem on this mountain - to accept and to keep the Torah. 

If we choose to stay focused in this way, we will surely use our time well and make 
Hashem proud. 

 


