
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

כי תשא פרשת  - The right half 
 

 בס''ד

 לר''ש 

 יעקב בן שרה לאה

('יג 'ל) מחצית השקל בשקל הקדש  
 
 

Half a Shekel, a holy Shekel 
 

The Torah instructs every Yid to contribute half a Shekel so that the Yidden could be 
counted. 

The Minchas Yitzchak asks on the wording of the Possuk; why is the above Possuk written in 
this way? It could have written more simply, מחצית שקל הקדש? It seems that the Torah is 
stressing a particular message. 

To answer this question, he brings another question. In the Mishna in Shekolim, it is written 
as follows. “On the first of Adar we announce that the time has arrived for the collection of 
Shekalim and also the time of Kilayim.” In what way is the collection of the Shekalim 
connected to the Halachos of Kilayim? How come they are grouped together in the Mishna? 

Rav Yonoson Eibishitz explains that the Mitzvah of the half a Shekel donation teaches a 
powerful lesson about Achdus. Every single Yid contributes only a half. As if to say, in order 
for us to be whole, we need to include the other Yidden around us and then we will be one. 
(Others explain that since both the rich and the poor donate the same amount, this shows 
how every Yid is valued and needed the same, whether rich or poor.) 

However, the importance of Achdus does allow for other values to be ignored, explains Rav 
Eibishitz. Certain Yidden who are a bad influence and are intent on not following the correct 
path should not be included in the same way. 

So on the one hand, Achdus includes everyone. On the other hand, the importance of 
remaining true to the correct path excludes some. 

This is why the Mishna writes Shekel and Kilayim together. The same moment that we 
internalise the lesson of Achdus from the Mitzva of half a Shekel, we must also be aware of 
the danger of “Kilayim”. 

On this the Minchas Yitzchock adds, we can now explain the Possuk in the same way. The 
Torah is instructing us to take half a Shekel and to realise that we must join up with Achdus 
in order for us to be whole. At the same time, the Torah is stressing the importance of being 
“Kodosh”. The unity should still allow for one’s Kedusha to be maintained. 

This is the joint message of the Possuk. Achdus together with Kedusha. 

At a Siyum Mishnayos, R’ Shimson Sherer once related the following Moshol from his father, 
R’ Moshe Sherer that highlighted the need for Achdus. 

There were once two brothers, Reuven and Shimon.  Shimon lost all his money during the 
Great Depression and so he went to his brother Reuven for help.  Every time Shimon 
knocked on Reuven’s door, he was always asked to identify himself. And every time he 
would reply, “It is me, your brother Shimon!” 

Sadly, every time his brother Reuven would then reply, “I don’t have a brother Shimon.” He 
refused to acknowledge that Shimon was his brother and that he needed his help. 

Eventually, their father became very ill, and his sons came to visit him in hospital. When 
Reuven went into his father, his father refused to recognize him. He looked to Reuven as a 
stranger and said, “I don’t have a son Reuven.”   

Reuven was shocked. He stood there and protested, insisting, “I am your son Reuven!”  

Finally, the father said, “Until you have a brother Shimon, I don’t have a son Reuven.”   

So too, until we realise how much we need our “other half a Shekel”, how much we need to 
join together as one, Hashem our Father will not recognize us enough as His children and 
bring the Geula. 

May we be Zoche. 

 


