
3  The Chazon Ish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ובבא משה לפני ה' לדבר אתו יסיר את המסוה עד צאתו
)לד:לד( ויצא ודבר אל בני ישראל   

When Moshe would come before Hashem to speak with Him,  
he would remove the mask until his departure,  

then he would leave and tell the Children of Israel (34:34) 
What was the purpose of the mask that Moshe put on his face? Rebbe Akiva Eiger, 

zt”l, explains that Moshe Rabbeinu was the most modest person on earth. However, in 
his role as leader of Israel, he did not have a choice and he was obligated to scold the 
Children of Israel and put them in their place. Having no choice, he covered his face and 
true nature with a mask of leadership and he scolded them, however, when he came to 
speak with Hashem, he could remove the figurative mask from his face and return to his 
real character – a truly modest man! (Umatok HaOhr) 
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          Orchos Chaim L’HaRosh 
11. One should not be around those who waste their time,  

nor be among a group of people who are ignorant of the Torah. 
Rav Moshe Shternbuch explains this to refer to those who waste their time talking about empty and 

meaningless things. They waste time talking about nonsense or politics, and the like. Rav Eliyahu Dessler 

notes that there is a special ‘Al Cheit’ that we say in Vidduy on Yom Kippur that specifically refers to this 

Aveirah: ‘Al Cheit Shechatanu Lifanecha B’Ve’idas Z’nus’, ‘Regarding the Aveirah that we have sinned 

before You, Hashem, in sessions of vice’, which is a reference to moral depravity or fault, and Rav Dessler 

says this includes discussions about politics. Instead of wasting time having meaningless discussions, 

perhaps we can use our time better to learn or say extra Tehillim. 

One should never underestimate the value of a few minutes. The Novardok Yeshivah had a Seder of 

learning that was only five minutes long, and this was scheduled during the rest of their day of learning. It 

was done to teach some very valuable lessons about time. Firstly, if someone came even one minute late, 

they lost twenty percent of their learning in that time. It taught the Chashivus, the importance of five 

minutes and not to squander time. It also showed that five minutes set aside per day adds up to many hours 

over a year, and that entire Seforim could be learned in such a short amount of time. The value of time in 

general was learned from this Seder as well (HaMeoros HaGedolim, p. 128). Once, when the Chasam Sofer 

was asked how he became such a Gadol BaTorah, a Torah giant, he answered that he became a Gadol in 

five minutes— by using his spare minutes throughout the day to learn, he became great! Rav Tzvi Pesach 

Frank, the Chief Rabbi of Yerushalayim was once making a Siyum on Shas, and he invited his family to 

celebrate the occasion. They noticed that the Rav was particularly excited about this Siyum and couldn’t 

understand why. Some of them approached Rav Frank and asked, “Why are you so excited? You’ve 

finished Shas many times! Why is this occasion so special?” The Rav answered, “This Siyum is special 

because it wasn’t accomplished through a set Seder. I did it by learning in my spare minutes here and there. 

It shows us that we can accomplish so much by treating a few spare minutes as precious opportunities!” The 

mother of the Chofetz Chaim was once asked why she thought she had merited to have a son as special as 

the Chofetz Chaim. She said that the only thing she could think of was some advice that her mother had 

given to her before she got married, that whenever she had a free minute, like while waiting for the soup to 

boil or any such opportunity, she should use the time to say a Tehilim. She felt that due to the Tehilim she 

said in her spare minutes, she was Zocheh to have a son who grew up to be the Chofetz Chaim! 
 

 לרפואה שלימה:

 אלעזר בן שרה

 מאיר אשר בן פריידל
 ר' אהרן יהודה לייב בן גיטל פייגא

חיים שאר ישוב בן רפאל  

 באבא חיה רבקה

 אהרן בן שרה רבקה

יחיאל ברוך הלוי בן ליבה גיטל 

 בתוך שאר חולי ישראל

Hashem showed Moshe a 

golden coin made of fire to 

demonstrate what the Machatzis 
HaShekel was (Talmud Yerushalmi, 

Shekalim 1:6). Rav Elimelech of 

Lizhensk (Noam Elimelech) 

explains that there is a fascinating 

underlying lesson here. When a 

person has money, he must 

understand that it is like fire. Fire 

can destroy and consume, yet it can 

warm up someone who is cold. We 

have the ability to utilize our 

resources for benefiting ourselves 

and others, yet we can also use 

money for the wrong things and 

destroy everything around us. 

 



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 L’Maaseh      
One time, the Baal Shem Tov was visiting a certain 

village with his students, and they lodged in the house of a 

local innkeeper, who was very happy to have such prominent 

guests. The first day they were there, as they were all 

Davening, one of the village officers entered the inn with a 

big stick, knocked it on the table three times, and left. The 

guests were puzzled. They looked at their host, who was 

unmoved. A half an hour later, after they had finished 

Davening, the officer entered again with his stick, knocked 

on the table three times, and left. The Baal Shem Tov asked 

their host, “Why is that officer knocking on the table?” The 

innkeeper replied, “That was a warning. Today my rent is 

due. The warning is repeated three times. After three 

warnings, if I do not give the rent money in, I and my entire 

family will be thrown into jail.” The Baal Shem Tov said, “It 

seems from how happy you are that you have the 

necessary funds. Please go and pay the money to the officer 

before we start our meal. We will wait for you, and then we 

can all sit calmly together to eat.” The host responded, “The 

truth is, I don’t have a single penny that I can pay towards my 

rent, but I always put my trust in Hashem, and He will 

provide for me. Since I still have three hours left until the 

deadline to pay, why don’t we eat now, there is no rush!” The 

innkeeper served them their meal, and he displayed no 

anxiety whatsoever. He even ate leisurely with them, and the 

entire meal was calm and pleasant. As the meal ended the 

officer entered a third time and knocked on the table with his 

stick. Still, the innkeeper was not worried in the slightest. 

They Bentched slowly and peacefully. After they finished, the 

innkeeper put on his best Shabbos clothes and said, “Please 

excuse me, Rebbe, I must go deliver the rent to the officer.” 

The Baal Shem Tov inquired, “Didn’t you tell me you don’t 

have the money to pay the rent?” The host responded, “It is 

true, I still do not have even a single penny, but Hashem will 

definitely provide it for me,” and the innkeeper walked 

outside. The Baal Shem Tov and his students just stood 

watching him walk down the road. After he had walked just a 

short distance, they saw a carriage approach him, and stop 

alongside where he was standing. They saw their host speak a 

few words with the traveler inside the carriage, and then he 

continued on his way, and the carriage left in a different 

direction. Suddenly, they saw the carriage come to a quick 

stop, and the traveler inside called out to the innkeeper to 

come back. Then, when the innkeeper returned to the wagon, 

they saw the person inside start counting out coins and giving 

them to the innkeeper. They each went their own ways again. 

When the carriage came closer to the inn, the Baal Shem Tov 

asked the man inside why he called the innkeeper back to him 

and give him money. He answered, “I offered to purchase all 

the whiskey that he produces this coming winter. At first, 

he refused to settle for any less than his asking price, so I 

started to drive away. I realized, however, that he is a very 

honest man, and I agreed to pay his price. I would have 

spoken with him a little longer, but he told me he was on his 

way to pay the rent, so he couldn’t stay to talk. The Baal 

Shem Tov then said to his students, “It is for this reason that 

we were sent to this village, so we can learn the greatness of 

the power of Bitachon, having complete trust and faith in 

Hashem!” (Sipurei Chassidim) 
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 בס"ד

Pearls of Wisdom…   A Word for the Ages 
The Gemara (Yerushalmi, Pei’ah) says that Rebbe Yehuda HaNasi once received 

a gift from the king and he wanted to send a gift back, so he sent a Mezuzah. The 

king was confused, because he knew the gift he sent was valuable, but the gift 

Rebbe Yehuda had sent was just a passage written on parchment, and seemingly 

had little value. Rebbe Yehuda HaNasi explained to the king, “The gift you sent 

me is very valuable and it will have to be guarded and protected day and night. 

However, it is just the opposite with the gift I have sent to you, because a 

Mezuzah will guard and protect you, even while you are asleep!” 

 

 B’Kitzur 
When leaving a Shul, one should say the Pasuk in Tehilim (5:9, see there), and 

bow in the direction of the Aron Ha’kodesh, in the manner of a student who is 

departing from his Rebbe. One should not leave a Shul with his back to the Aron, 

rather, he should walk away sideways. This should also be done when one goes 

down from the Bimah where the Torah is read. (Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 25:7) 

 

 Middos       
The Sefer HaChaim, written by the Maharal’s brother, points out that the word 

‘Gemara’ is an acronym for the names: Gavriel, Michoel, Refael, and Uriel, and 

these are the Malachim that carry the Kisei HaKavod of Hashem. This teaches us, 

notes the Sefer HaChaim, that when one learns Gemara, the Malachim surround 

him on all sides, and the Shechinah is above his head. The Sefer Toras Chaim writes 

that these Malachim make up the Merkavah, the holy chariot of Hashem, and when 

one learns Gemara, he becomes, so to speak, a Merkavah for the Shechinah, and 

Hashem’s Presence rests on him. This is just one way to connect closer with 

Hashem when learning Torah! 

 

 The Siddur Speaks 
All Tefilah is effective, but there are certain special moments when Tefilah 

has extra efficacy. These times are called an Eis Ratzon, and we should take 

advantage of these special moments because our Tefilah will go so much 

further. Rav Shimshon of Ostripoli, zt”l, once taught that there are three times 

that are especially favorable for Tefilah to be answered: 1- When the Aron 

HaKadosh is opened, 2- by Hagbah (when the Torah is opened and raised 

before the congregation), and 3- by Birchas Kohanim. Rav Shimshon said, 

“Whatever one asks for at these times will certainly be answered!” When the 

Torah is taken out of the Aron to be read, the Zohar tells us that the Gates of 

Heaven, which are Gates of Compassion, also open up and love is aroused in 

Shamayim. At this time, one should say the Tefilah of Brich Sh’mei, as this is 

an auspicious moment. The second Eis Ratzon, is by Hagbah. The Arizal 
would be careful to look at the letters of the Sefer Torah when the Torah is 

lifted up by Hagbah, and he writes in Sha’ar HaKavanos that one should try to 

come up close and look at the letters of the Torah so that he can read them 

clearly, and doing this will bring a great light on him! In Shuls where this is 

not possible, the Seder HaYom writes, “When the Torah is raised for Hagbah, 

everyone should look at it and bow towards the Sefer Torah, each person from 

his place, and each person should Daven to Hashem according to his abilities, 

and if one didn’t say Brich Sh’mei when the Torah was taken out of the Aron, 

he should say it by Hagbah.” The third Eis Ratzon is by Birchas Kohanim. The 

Medrash teaches, “When HaKadosh Baruch Hu told Aharon and his children 

to Bentch the Jewish people, the Jewish nation replied, ‘Ribono Shel Olam! 

We only want Your Brachos. We want to be Bentched from Your mouth.’ 

HaKadosh Baruch Hu replied, ‘Although I told the Kohanim to Bentch you, I 

will stand with them and Bentch you,’ and this implies that when the Kohanim 

raise their hand, HaKadosh Baruch Hu is standing behind them looking 

through their fingers, so to speak, and Hashem says, ‘I will Bencth them!’” 

May we utilize the special times of an Eis Ratzon to its fullest, and may all our 

Tefilos be answered L’Tovah! 
 


