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RAV BRAZIL YOM KIPPUR תשע"ח 

HAPPINESS IS TO HAVE A JEWISH HART 

The Tur in Siman 606 writes that one must ask forgiveness from his fellow Yid on Erev 

Yom Kippur not only for the sake of teshuvah but also in order that all Jewish hearts 

should be one which will leave no opportunity for the Satan to bring prosecution against 

Yisrael. Therefore Yisrael on Yom Kippur shares the same characteristic of the angels in 

that peace and unity reign amongst them. In the sefer Bayam Derech he asks that we 

find in Yuma 20 that the gemarah states that the gematriah of השטן is 364 one short of 

a year. This teaches that the Satan cannot present prosecution concerning Yisrael on 

unity amongst ourselves if anyway he cannot prosecute? He answers that without the 

deed of achdus, even though the Satan cannot prosecute, nevertheless he will also not 

testify for our benefit the good that we have achieved. However, through Klal YIsrael 

achieving achdus and shalom, the Satan will now go ahead and testify on our behalf in 

order that Hashem should pass a good judgment in our favor. 

The Tanna D’bay Eliyahu says (28,15) that Hashem tells Am Yisrael my beloved son I am 

lacking nothing for which I must come on to you to provide me with it. The only thing I 

do desire from you is to love  אוהבים one another, to honor  מכבדים one another, and to  

be awed  יראים by one another.   

Can you imagine such a request? It boils down to that all that Hashem wants from us is 

to love, honor, and be awed by another Jew. If we were able to achieve this, Moshiach 

would have already been here and the Bais Hamikdash would have been rebuilt years 

ago. It was the lack of it that caused the Mikdash to be destroyed in the first place. This 

is alluded to in the opening word of Megillas Aicha איכה. Chazal tell us that the first Bais 

Hamikdash was destroyed because three aveiros murder adultery and avodah zarah. 

These three are hinted by the letter ה of the word  איכה which symbolizes the Five 

Chumashim of the Torah. The second Bayis was destroyed because of sinas chinan 

which is hinted in the remaining letters איך which symbolize the lack of בוד אהבה יראה כ  

which was not given to our brethren. 

However it is deeper than this. The passuk says in Tehillim  תערוג על אפיקי מים כן כאיל

אליך אלקים נפשי תערוג . If we analyze the first two words of this passuk we have what 

seems as a glaring grammatical error. The noun  איל which means a hart or gazelle is 

presented in the male gender while the verb תערוג is female. Either both words should 

be stated in the male form or the female gender? One of the amazing answers to this 

question is built on two Chazal. One states that the birthing canal of the hart is very 

narrow and giving birth is an excruciating painful process. Another characteristic of the 



2 
 

hart is that when there is a drought because of the lack of rain, all the animals assemble 

and approach the hart asking it to daven for rain. This being said, what would be in the 

scenario if both experiences happen simultaneously that the hart is giving birth and the 

mother is approached by all the animals to daven for them for rain? The passuk tells us 

that it is as if the mother hart forgets about her own pain and instead she takes on the 

physical identity of a male hart which does not have the capability to give birth and 

experience birth pains. By doing so she is able to focus on the pain and anguish of all the 

animals and davens on their behalf for the אפיקי מים. So too, Dovid Hamelech davened 

 that he should also possess that same quality of the female hart to כן נפשי תערוג אליך

put aside his personal tzaros and daven rather for the revelation of Hashem’s glory in 

the world. 

This special chesedik characteristic of the female Ayal that a Yid strives to duplicate and 

implement בין אדם לחבירו is hinted in the very letters of כאיל. The letter lamed means to 

gravitate towards. The three remaining letters כאי spell the acronym of the ultimate Shalom that 

we must attain with each fellow Yid which is reflected in the three aspects of כבוד אהבה יראה as 

we mentioned above.  

In the sefer Benoam Siach the author brings an amazing story. A successful company set 

out to find a candidate who would lead the company to another level of success by his 

exceptional people’s skills. Many candidates who excelled in the demanded 

requirements with past history success, applied for the job. During the interview the 

same question was asked to everyone. If you were driving your car in the pouring wind 

and rain and you pass a bus stop where you see three people waiting for the bus to 

come. They are all drenched and cold. The three people are an old man, a famous 

doctor who in the past operated on you and saved your life, and your close childhood 

friend that you haven’t seen in years. Your car has room for only one more passenger. 

Who would you choose? Each of the candidates thought for a moment and gave their 

answers to the difficult dilemma. Yet only one of the fifty or more applicants gave the 

desired answer that the selection panel was seeking. (What is your choice before 

reading any further).   

I would give my keys to the doctor to drive the old man to the hospital to get him 

checked out, while I and my dear friend would wait together for the bus. It was this 

specific answer that reflected not only sensitivity towards the doctor who saved his life 

and to the old man who could have gotten pneumonia, but also his sterling character of 

middos, especially the chesed of performing an act of kindness even at one owns 

expense and loss. 
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In the English language we find that the letters unite and untie are identical. From this 

we can learn that the higher level of united is when one can untie himself from his 

personal agenda with which he is bound and sacrifice it on behalf of someone else. 

At the shiva of the Klausenberger Rebbe ztl in KIryat Tzanz there entered an old frail lady 

not known to anyone, carrying a small plastic bag. As she sat down she started telling a 

story about the Rebbe which is the only reason why she came to be menachaim avel. 

After the war finished the Rebbe went to the DP camps in order to strengthen the 

spiritually and physically weak. In one of his visits he heard two young girls talking in 

Yiddish indicating that they were from a heimish background. He approached one of 

them and asked her why she was not wearing any socks as it is an important for tzenius. 

The girl answered back with amazement that she does not even have food to eat and 

she should worry about socks for tzenius? The Rebbe did not hesitate for a moment and 

in public he quickly removed his socks and gave it to the girl. As the old woman finished 

her story she reached into her bag and pulled out two socks and said “These are the 

Rebbe’s socks. I was that young girl.” This individual met the Rebbe only once in her 

lifetime but the impression of his selflessness, concern and chesed for another Yid 

nevertheless stayed cherished with her forever. 

 כאיל תערוג

We end this more than 24 hour day of teshuva and affliction with the words of Shemah 

Yisrael. The word Shema also translates as to gather together which is the call to achdus. 

The ultimate forgiveness for our sins can only be attained when we have shalom 

amongst ourselves and we overlook our differences. Only then will the Satan be untied 

from his role of prosecution and be transformed into our united defender pleading for 

our cause: may this year be the year of our redemption. 

Gut Shabbos Gmar Chasimah Tova 

Rav Brazil 


