
 

 

Parshas Naso 

Think! 

The Lord spoke to Moshe saying: Speak to the children 

of Israel, and you shall say to them: A man or woman 

who sets himself apart by making a vow to be a nazir to 

abstain for the sake of the Lord. He shall abstain from 

new wine and aged wine; he shall not drink [even] 

vinegar made from new wine or aged wine, nor shall he 

drink anything in which grapes have been steeped, and 

he shall eat neither fresh grapes nor dried ones. For the 

entire duration of his abstinence, he shall not eat any 

product of the grape vine, from seeds to skins. (Bemidbar 

6:1-4) 

What is the greatness of the Nazir? He must abstain 

from drinking wine for thirty days. He must abstain 

from getting a haircut or shaving for thirty days. 

Finally, he must abstain from coming into contact with 

a dead person for thirty days. For that, he has the 

“crown of holiness about his head” [6:7]. What is the 

greatness in these three types of abstaining that 

suddenly places the Nazir on the same level as the High 

Priest? 

After all, he can drink whiskey and beer. The only 

restriction is haircuts and shaving, wine, and funerals. 

There are diets that are more severe than that! From 

where does the great holiness stem? 

Rav Yissachar Frand quoted Rav Mordechai Gifter, zt”l, 

that the greatness of the Nazir was not the fact that he 

abstained from wine and shaving for 30 days or that he 

abstained from attending funerals for a month’s time. 

The Nazir’s greatness stemmed from the fact that he 

bothered to think. He bothered to look around at his 

world and to contemplate the meaning of what was 

going on around him. 

*     *     * 

The First Thought: “I Am”  

Adapted from a talk given by Rav Yechiel Yacovson, in Av, 5763. 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge. 

(Mishlei 1:7) 

What is the beginning of our knowledge, of our 

consciousness? The beginning of our knowledge is “I.” 

I am! Me!  

When a baby is born into this world, everything is 

vague, and he does not sense anything around him. 

What is the first concept he understands? Me. He feels 

that he exists. Now a one-month-old baby does not 

have a thought pattern, he does not see anything 

around him, except for himself, so he knows that he 

exists. No, he cannot think, he cannot talk. However, 

his feelings are there. He feels himself alive. The first 

idea that attaches itself to the person is “Me, and me 

alone.” That is the first idea. After realizing that he 

exists, his consciousness develops and he begins to 

perceive that there are other things out there. There are 

giant frightening objects moving about around him. He 

does not know what they are or what to call them: 

Mommy, Daddy, brother, sister. Eventually that will 

come. But the first thought is, me. Everything else is 

just added to the picture. That is the beginning of 

knowledge. 

It is like trying to have a philosophical and intellectual 

discussion with someone whether it is day or night. 

“But I know it is day now.” 

The first understanding of a person is, “I am here.” I 

exist. Everything else in the world is here only to serve 

me. That is human nature. 

One has been living in a neighborhood for many years. 

Then someone moves in next door. What is the gut 

reaction? “Who gave him permission to move in next 

to me without asking me?” You are right; it does not 

make sense, but that is human nature. 

Therefore, when a baby is born into this world, he 

came first. Everything else came second. They were 

created to serve him. And if they violate that purpose, 

they have no right to exist. That is a basic human 

feeling. As one gets older he develops his powers of 

reason, so he rationalizes. But it is all based on that 

basic primal feeling. 

As one grows older, he comes to the realization that his 

neighbors do not owe him anything. They could not 
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care less about him. Therefore, when they do one nice 

thing, they get a resounding thank you.  

Anyone working in public services can tell you. A 

person opens a gemach. The first three times someone 

comes to him to borrow money, the borrower is all 

praises for him, full of superlatives for the chesed he is 

doing. However, after that…. This happens specifically 

toward those working for the benefit of the public. God 

forbid that one time he does not do his job; he gets it 

over the head.  

“But he’s doing you a favor, why criticize him for one 

time?” 

“What favor? That is his job!”  

“Why is that his job?” 

“Why not? He took it on. Now he has to do it.” You hear 

the illogic? But that is human nature. If you serve 

someone regularly, he reverts to his fundamental 

understanding and feeling: you are there to serve him. 

Everyone knows that it is wrong to spoil a child. Why? 

Because it is very unpleasant to be around a spoiled 

individual. He will only have problems his whole life. 

However, according to the Torah, that is not the basic 

problem. The real problem is that he will never have 

yiras shomayim.  

Unfortunately, today it is possible to be a religious 

person, a Charedi, without yiras shomayim. There is 

the societal pressure, peer pressure. But the feeling of 

yiras Hashem? That there is an authority outside of 

oneself! To make that transition from feeling only “Me” 

to feeling Hashem just as deeply?! 

Let us take brachos as an example. Does one make a 

bracha because of yiras shomayim? Not necessarily. He 

is thirsty, he wants to drink, and he knows he is 

supposed to make a bracha. Why not? What is so hard 

about making a bracha? He considers himself frum, he 

is okay, and he is religious. But he has not yet gotten to 

yiras shomayim. 

It is possible to be religious and fulfill many mitzvos 

without yiras shomayim. People can fulfill everything 

down to the finest detail, out of habit. But when they 

encounter situations they aren’t used to, they can 

violate basic Torah prohibitions. They can lie and steal. 

What about money matters, theft, being straight with 

people? People decide, just like that; they rationalize. 

When it comes to a doubt of a doubt of a normal 

halacha, they are the most stringent people in the 

world: tzaddikim. And yet we see, that when they 

encounter situations out of the ordinary, something 

happens. They go to din torahs. They are frum, they do 

not go to court. But what about all the lying and false 

accusations? They prepare exactly what they want to 

say, with no consideration that what they are doing is 

outright theft. They are taking someone else’s money 

without permission. And they think that there is no 

problem. 

They flow along with the stream of frumkeit, but where 

is the feeling of yiras shomayim? 

*     *     * 

A story is told of a Rebbe and a chassid. The chassid 

asked the Rebbe: "You have an apple, and I have an 

apple. You make a bracha and eat a slice, and I make a 

bracha and I eat a slice. After you eat a bit, then your 

Chassidim come running to eat the remainder of your 

apple (a Chassidic custom known as shirayim); but no 

one is interested in the remnants of my apple! What's 

the difference?  

The Rebbe smiled warmly and replied, "You make a 

bracha in order to eat, whereas I eat in order to make a 

bracha!" 

Wishing everyone a Gut Shabbos! 
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