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Devotion sprouts salvation - מסירות נפש מצמיחה ישועה 
This story happened to my brother-in-law who is a Talmid Chacham and 
devoutly fears Heaven and because of my close bond to him, I am going to 
skip all the particulars and tell the exciting story of hashgacha and devotion 
in this noble way. 
My brother-in-law is blessed with a house where some of the children are 
married and some are of all ages, when his oldest son was in yeshiva, he 
needed help with his learning. His father hired a nice boy who came to learn 
with him in the evening to help him with his learning. However, his son still 
had difficulty learning and wanted more help than what he was getting. 
Every evening when he came home he begged his parents for more help, of 
course, to a father who is marrying off children and maintaining a household, 
this was no small matter. He turned to the mashgiach of the yeshiva and 
asked for a suggestion. The mashgiach was determined to help because the 
boy needed more help in the early afternoon, however, the cost for this was 
higher as someone would have to miss work or come from another kollel. 
That night my brother-in-law did not sleep because of his concern for his son 
that he be able to grow in Torah with no obstacles, yet on the other hand he 
could not afford the additional expense. In the morning he was too 
distracted to work because of his worry, he decided to go up north to the 
kever of Rebbe Shimon bar Yochai to pour out his heart and ask for salvation 
for his son. At the kever he sat for many hours with a sefer Tehillim and he 
cried profusely for his son. 
When he finished davening and he made his way home, the mashgiach 
called and suggested a young man for his son who has an amazing reputation 
and he would help the boy. He immediately agreed and they made up for 
him to learn with his son. 
When he got home he told his wife about the recommendation and she said 
‘How can you spend so much when you have a house to run and children to 
marry off?’ He calmly responded, ‘If we have to, we will sell the house and 
pay for a young man to learn with the ben Torah! We cannot forget why we 
came into the world if not to prepare soldiers to serve Hashem, if Hashem 
arranged a young man, then He will take care of the money as well… the 
expenses of a person are set for a person from Rosh Hashanah except for the 
expenses for Shabbos, Yom Tov and children’s learning. I also did a simple 
calculation of what my parents did for me and each of my brothers and their 
situation was worse than ours, shouldn’t I do what they did? I also 
considered it as if two children needed help.’ 
His wife (my sister) accepted his argument and a short time later the Rosh 
Yeshiva where my brother-in-law learned called and said that he had 
someone interested in a Yissachar-Zevulun arrangement, where the man 
would work and pay someone to learn for him and he only had one hour to 
respond. He immediately called his Rav for advice and was told to do it. In 
less than an hour the man came and paid in advance for the whole year of 
the arrangement. My brother-in-law and my sister were overjoyed and 
amazed. Salvation sprouted in an unexpected way, they now, not only had 
money for two young men but enough for all their extra expenses. The entire 
family celebrated the miracle that can happen to a person who is devoted, 
Hashem shows compassion and helps him.                                                      .ב.ה   

 

 חמול על מעשיך
Have Compassion on Your Handiwork  

The ‘Magid Meisharim’, HaRav HaTzaddik R’ Shalom 
Schwadron zt”l relates: When he was a young man, a 
contagious disease spread throughout Yerushalayim and 
two of his children contracted it and he did not want his 
two other children to contract it, so he sent the two healthy 
children to spend the night by his mother-in-law. On the 
way he met his great Rav, R’ Isaac Schor zt”l. The Rav was 
curious about this ‘excursion’ in the middle of the night. R’ 
Shalom explained that the other children had caught the 
illness and he did not want these two to catch it as well, so 
he was taking them to their grandmother’s house. R’ Isaac 
responded: ‘Aha, the adult cow is taking her two young 
calves to a good place so they do not become ill!’ R’ Shalom 
did not know how he had erred or what he had done wrong 
that his Rav should speak to him this way. His Rav explained 
that everything is measured according to the thought in 
place after the action, and if your whole intent is as the 
nature of all parents who want to protect their children, 
then the majority of people have this quality that the 
Creator gave them, how are you different from them? 
Rather, as a Jew, you must know that what you are doing is 
a mitzvah of chesed [kindness] with Jewish children, even if 
these children are yours, and so you have to think about 
this and have the intent for the sake of the mitzvah of 
chesed, and in this way you will benefit from the mitzvah 
with each and every step. 
In the Tefillos of Rosh Hashanah we request ‘have 
compassion on Your handiwork’ and at this point you have 
to stop and ask yourself, do you have compassion on your 
handiwork? Do you assess your good deeds that you do 
every day? Do you give them the proper reference? Do you 
know that when you eat and when you sleep you can fulfill 
a mitzvah if their purpose is to give you strength for the 
service of Hashem? And certainly with your family 
members and others involved with you, every single 
moment you are able to merit a mitzvah, do you have 
compassion for all these things so that it does not go for 
naught? 
We should accept upon ourselves to have mercy and 
compassion for our deeds, that we not doing anything 
simply to do them, and especially with our conduct of our 
families, with everything that we do we should have in 
mind that our actions are for the sake of Heaven, and then 
we too can ask of HaKadosh Baruch Hu ‘have compassion 
for Your handiwork’. 

- Tiv HaMoadim – Rosh Hashanah    
 



 

 

לפני ה' אלקיכם ראשיכם שבטיכם זקניכם  אתם נצבים היום כלכם
ושטריכם כל איש ישראל: טפכם נשיכם וגרך אשר בקרב מחניך 

מחטב עציך עד שאב מימיך: לעברך בברית ה' אלקיך ובאלתו אשר ה' 
אלקיך כרת עמך היום: למען הקים אתך היום לו לעם והוא יהיה לך 

ק לאלקים כאשר דבר לך וכאשר נשבע לאבתיך לאברהם ליצח
יב(-)כט:טוליעקב:   

You are standing today, all of you, before Hashem, your G-d: 
Your heads, your tribes, your elders, and your officers, all the 
men of Israel. Your small children, your women, and your 
convert who is in the midst of your camp, from the hewer of 
your wood to the drawer of your water. For you to pass into a 
covenant of Hashem, your G-d, and into His oath that Hashem, 
your G-d, forges with you today. In order to establish you today 
as a people to Him and that He be a G-d to you, as He spoke of 
you and as He swore to your forefathers, to Avraham, to 
Yitzchak, and to Yaakov. (29:9-12) 
These are the words that Moshe used to preface when Israel was 
preparing to enter the covenant, and we have to think about his 
words and why he mentioned every section of the nation, your 
heads, your elders, your small children… your women. 
Additionally, we need to explain that which he said, ‘in order to 
establish you today as a people to Him and that He is a G-d to you’ 
as seemingly the same thing is repeated twice, for once he said ‘in 
order to establish you as a people to Him’ then on its own we 
know that ‘He is a G-d to you’, then why did Moshe extend these 
words? 
Perhaps we can say that since this convening was so that the 
nation could enter into the covenant, that they were accepting 
upon themselves the yoke of the Kingdom of Heaven, upon them 
and upon their children after them until the end of all generations, 
as the Torah continues to describe at length when it states (29:13-
ברית הזאת ואת האלה הזאת. 'ולא אתכם לבדכם אנכי כרת את ה ,(14

כי את אשר ישנו פה עמנו עמד היום לפני ה' אלקינו ואת אשר איננו פה 

 Not with you alone do I forge this covenant and this‘ – עמנו היום'
oath. But with whoever is here, standing with us today before 
Hashem, our G-d, and with whoever is not here with us today.’ 
Therefore, Moshe was concerned that the Children of Israel would 
respond to him and say, ‘True, we are prepared to accept upon 
ourselves the yoke of the Kingdom of Heaven, however, from 
where do we have the strength to accept this yoke on our children 
and our descendants after them as well, as these are not yet alive, 
and when they come into the world we will no longer be in the 
world, and how can you force this responsibility on them?’ And so, 
Moshe began with these words to hint to them that they are able 
to. 
This is why Moshe mentioned the different groups and he told them that 
they have to remember that there is a difference between the groups and 
that their nature is different as well. The outlook of the elderly and 
honored is not the same as those that follow, for these elderly influence 
their families and their descendants after them for their descendants look 
up to them to see how they conduct themselves through life, and as they 
see this is how they set the pattern of their lives, and therefore, they have 
to understand that once they have accepted upon themselves the yoke of 
the Kingdom of Yisbarach and they conduct themselves with this yoke, 
then their children after them will also accept this yoke upon them, and in 
this way each generation will accept it from the previous generation and 
they will conduct themselves according to the Torah until the end of 
generations and we find that in the way that you accept the yoke of the 
Kingdom of Yisbarach so too are you setting the path for your 
descendants to follow until the end of all generations.        
 
 

This is why the Torah continues (29:12) ‘In order to establish you 
today as a people to Him and that He be a G-d to you’ for it is known 
that which is brought down in the holy seforim that the purpose of 
the creation of the world was to reveal the G-dliness of Yisbarach in 
the world and the intent of the posuk here is that this purpose is 
achieved with the power of this yoke that you are accepting upon 
yourselves and your children. For the revelation of G-dliness in the 
world is accomplished by the accepting of the yoke in practice and all 
one’s ways should be through the will of Hashem Yisbarach, and since 
the way you conduct yourself is set for all the generations that come 
after you for they conduct themselves the same way, we find that 
you set the attribute of revealing G-dliness for all generations after 
you and this is why it states ‘in order to establish you as a people’ for 
the purpose of the will of Yisbarach with this is ‘and that He be a G-d 
to you’ which is the revelation of the G-dliness of Yisbarach in the 
world. 
This is what is mentioned in the continuation of the parsha (30:6)  ומל

 Hashem, your G-d, will circumcise - ה' אלקיך את לבבך ואת לבב זרעך
your heart and the heart of your offspring – for once Hashem has 
circumcised your heart then automatically, the undesired part from 
the heart will be removed from the heart of your offspring, for once 
their conduct is dependent on you, then when you change your ways 
for the better then they will change their ways for the better 
automatically. 
Moshe told this matter to his generation on the topic of accepting the 
yoke of the Kingdom of Yisbarach in general, but regarding the 
specific element this too was revealed for the coming generations, for 
even though we are walking in the footsteps and paths of our 
forefathers who accepted upon themselves the yoke as we have 
stated here, still there are particulars that the Inclination can find a 
place to worm in and cause a looseness, and in regard to this it is the 
responsibility of the father to the children after him, for when they 
see that he has slackened in a particular item, immediately the 
matter is set in their eyes as if there is nothing wrong with this and 
even if by him this was something done when the proper way is not 
an option, to them they will take this on as the initial and proper way 
to do it rachmana litzlan. 
We see this in practice, and it is as if HaKadosh Baruch Hu made it a natural 
occurrence in the world, that the children follow their fathers and all that 
they see they take on for themselves, and to make the point I will repeat 
what I saw one day in shul at Shacharis. Next to me sat a boy of about eleven 
years old, without a siddur open before him, and since this was so it never 
entered my mind that he was davening, but when we came to shemona esrei 
I saw him stand up in order to daven with the minyan. Only then did I deduce 
that he was davening. After davening, I approached him and I asked him 
amazed, ‘I must be five times older than you, and even so it is difficult for me 
to daven by heart, but you, who are so young and you can daven by heart?’ 
The boy did not hesitate and he innocently responded: ‘I never saw my father 
daven from a siddur.’ 
We see the extent of the influence from the custom of the father to their 
children after them, for this boy did not respond properly at all, as I only 
asked him how this was possible when I could not do it and I never received 
an answer to this. However, this did not confuse the boy at all, why? ‘For this 
is as I saw by my father’ and if his father does this, then he sees nothing 
wrong with it though he has no valid reason for it. 
From here we have a calling for anyone who is worried about the outcome of 
his offspring, one should not denigrate in a matter of halachah chas v’chalila, 
for aside from the negative impact this has on himself, he is categorized as 
causing the masses to stumble chas v’shalom, for with this he teaches his 
children and family to be lenient in this matter. However, if he is careful with 
a lenient matter just as with a stringent matter, his children and family will 
see and they will learn from it and they will do it as well, and with this he will 
merit upstanding and blessed generations.     

 
   

 

 להזהיר גדולים על הקטנים
Warn the adults for the children 

 


