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וכל קרבן מנחתך במלח תמלח ולא “ 2:13

תשבית מלח ברית אלקיך מעל מנחתך, על כל 

 ”קרבנך תקריב מלח

“You shall salt your every meal-offering with salt; you 

may not discontinue the salt of your G-d’s covenant 

from upon your meal-offering – on your every offering 

your shall offer salt.”  The Posuk begins by telling us 

that we must use salt when bringing Korbon Menochos, 

then tells us that we may not stop using salt because it 

is a Bris with Hashem, and then tells us that on every 

Korbon we must use salt.  What is the importance of 

the salt being brought with Korbonos, and why does the 

Posuk seem to be so verbose?  The following Divrei 

Torah will expound on this topic, and support the P’shat 

offered in the closing paragraph. 

י"רש   One must use salt on – ”מלח ברית“ 2:13 – 

the Mizbe’ach for a Bris was made with salt since the six 

days of Creation.  The waters were split into two; the 

waters that would remain Above and be near Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu, and the waters sent down to this world, 

called the lower waters, which would be far away from 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu. The lowers waters were given a 

guarantee that they would be offered on the Mizbe’ach 

in the form of salt, and at Nisuch Hamayim performed 

on Sukkos.   

“ 2:13 – בעל הטורים  רבן מנחתך במלח וכל ק

 ,is mentioned in the Posuk three times ”מלח“ – ”תמלח

for there were three places in the Mikdash where salt 

was used: In the לשכת המלח (Chamber of the Salt) 

where they would salt the skins of the animal offerings, 

on the  כבש (the ramp of the Mizbe’ach) where they 

would salt the organs, and on the Mizbe’ach itself, 

where they would salt the Kometz (the three-fingers-full 

of flour, oil, and frankincense).   

 These words – ”תקריב מלח“ 2:13 – בעל הטורים 

are the same Gematria as “ יבורזה יביא מלח משל צ ” – 

which teaches us that “he shall bring salt from 

communal funds.”  

 ,Yisurim - ”יסורין“ – 5a – מסכת ברכות 

afflictions, come upon a person to effect an atonement 

for his sins.  Rebbe Yochanon learns from a Kal 

V’chomer that just like by שן ועין, when there is a loss of 

a tooth or an eye a slave goes free on account of it, then 

Yisurim, which purge a person’s entire body, all the 

more so should be free from sin on account of them.  

Raish Lakish learns it out from a Gezeira Shavah: The 

word “Bris” is stated in reference to salt - “ ולא תשבית

 ,and it is also stated in reference to Yisurim ,”מלח ברית

 Just as in the Bris, in reference to  ”.אלה דברי הברית“

the salt, the salt sweetens the meat, so too in the case 

of Bris, in reference to Yisurim, the Yisurim purge a 

person from all of his sins.   

“ - Brochos 5a –פני יהושע  ל "והיינו דאמר רשב

 Just as salt removes impurities – ”נאמר ברית במלח

from meat and renders the meat fit for its intended 

purpose, so too Yisurim purify the Neshama and 

renders it fit for Olam Habah.  

“ – Brochos 5a – בניהו  ל נאמר "והיינו דאמר רשב

 The Maharsham explains the Machlokes – ”ברית במלח

between Rebbe Yochanon and Raish Lakish. If Yisurim 

come upon a person and he does not recognize that it 

comes from Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and thinks it is 

happenstance, according to Rebbe Yochanon, the 

Yisurim will not give him an atonement for his sins.  The 

rule that a slave goes free from the loss of a tooth or an 

eye, is only if the loss is caused by his owner.  However, 

if the cause is something else, he does not go free.  So 

too, Yisurim only bring atonement if the person is aware 

that it comes from his Master, however if he believes it 

comes from elsewhere, he does not attain atonement.  

However, according to Raish Lakish, just like if salt 

happens to fall on meat it makes it fit, so too Yisurim 

works for an atonement, even if the person thinks it is 

happenstance. With this Maharsham, we can explain 

the Posuk in Shemos 6:5 “ וגם אני שמעתי את נעקת בני

ואזכר את בריתי, ישראל אשר מצרים מעבדים אתם ” – “And 

I also heard the groan of B’nei Yisroel whom Mitzrayim 

enslaves, and I have remembered My Bris.”  Klal Yisroel 

were crying out from pain, terrible Yisurim, however 

they did not recognize that it was from Hashem.  

Therefore, they should not have been freed, just as a 

slave does not go free unless the loss comes from the 

owner.  The Posuk ends, that despite that, “ ואזכר את

 Hakodosh Boruch Hu remembered the Bris, as – ”בריתי

per Raish Lakish, and even though they did not 

recognize that it was from Hashem, there was a Bris in 

place, and they received an atonement, and were freed.   

“ 2:13 – אמרי נועם  ת אלקיךולא תשבית מלח ברי ” 

– The Gemara in Brochos 5a explains that just like salt 

sweetens meat, so too Yisurim cleanse a person from 

his sins.  How does the Gemara compare the two, when 

one sweetens while the other cleanses?  Yisurim also 
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sweeten.  Initially, Yisurim cleanse a person from his 

sins, and then when a person does Teshuva from love, it 

sweetens.   

שמשון רפאל הירש' ר  וכל קרבן מנחתך “ 2:13 - 

 The salt is taken from the communal – ”במלח תמלח

supply, even for a private offering (Menochos 21b). 

 Salt, the covenant of your G-d.  Salt – ”מלח ברית אלקיך“

is an essential seasoner of foods, salt has another 

quality which is both tangible and symbolic.  It inhibits 

all plant growth – a field that is sown with salt will yield 

no vegetation.  Additionally, salt has a preservative 

power which prevents decay – decay is the result of the 

beginning of a new structure.  We come to the 

conclusion that salt represents immutability.  Salt forms 

a protective seal over an object, shielding it from 

outside influences that would change it.  From this 

understanding, salt is a perfect symbol for the concept 

of Bris, for it causes the object to remain as is and not 

change.  A Bris is to remain in all circumstances and 

under all conditions – unalterable – never to be 

changed.  Salt being taken from the communal supply 

symbolizes the Bris that is placed in the charge of the 

community.  For the nation as a whole is responsible for 

the Bris, and it is the entire nation that is the guardian 

and guarantor of the Bris.  This Bris is called, “ ברית

 The salt is the symbol of the Torah, which lies in  .”אלקיך

the ארון – and accordingly called “ 'ארון ברית ד ” – which 

exists forever and without change.  One must salt the 

offering on all sides – the salt of the Torah, so that it 

should permeate through and through.  Only through 

the Torah can our aims and endeavors lead to the 

dwelling of Hashem’s Presence in this world.  The 

Mitzvah of salting does not apply to דם, blood (which 

represents the נפש) for the נפש in itself in 

unchangeable.  The Mitzvah applies to לבונה, שמן, סולת ,

איברים, אימורים  – these must bear the stamp of salt, 

which symbolizes the eternal, immutable Torah.  The 

Torah first states the need for salt in regards to the 

Mincha, for that represents material values.  The 

external conditions for acquiring wealth constantly 

change, and one may think that his goals in life must 

also change.  The Torah says that one must have salt, 

and not forget it, for the Torah is always the same, and 

that must be his goal at all times – Ruchniyos.  The 

Posuk then continues and says that with “every 

offering” through which one seeks Hashem’s closeness 

he should offer salt, which is the symbol of the absolute 

covenant.   

וכל קרבן מנחתך במלח “ 2:13 - חתם סופר 

 Hakodosh Boruch Hu made a Bris Melach, a – ”תמלח

Bris based on salt, with Aharon Hakohen, Bamidbar 

 and with Dovid Hamelech and ”ברית מלח עולם“ 18:19

his descendents, Divrei Hayomim 2:13:5 “ לו ולבניו ברית

 Salt has the ability to destroy and at the same  ”.מלח

time it has the power to preserve.  If one applies salt to 

fertile land, it will corrode the soil and permanently 

destroy any vegetation that it comes in contact with.  In 

addition, it has the unique quality that it can preserve 

items that would otherwise spoil and become ruined.  

The destroying and preserving factors is what is needed 

for a Ba’al Teshuva to succeed.  He must seek to 

eradicate his Yetzer Hara, while at the same time 

preserving whatever positive strides he has already 

achieved.  Aharon performed Teshuva for his part in the 

making of the Eigel, and Dovid did Teshuva after the 

tragic incident with Bas-Sheva and Uriah.  Aharon 

sought to eradicate Avodah Zara from Klal Yisroel, while 

at the same time building the Mishkan and serving 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu there.   

וכל קרבן מנחתך במלח “ 2:13 – דברי ישראל 

 You shall salt your every meal-offering with“ – ”תמלח

salt.”  It says in Pirkei Avos 1:4 that one should always 

drink the words of the Chachomim thirstily.  This does 

not seem to make sense, for if one is always drinking 

then one wouldn’t be drinking thirstily.  The Mishna is 

telling us that we should drink up the words of Torah 

from Chachomim as one who drinks salty water.  The 

more one drinks salty water, the thirstier he becomes 

and the more he will have a desire to drink.  This is what 

the Posuk is Meramez, for “וכל קרבן מנחתך” – the 

learning of Torah is in the place of a Korbon.  One must 

always have a great thirst for the Torah Hakdosha, like 

one who drinks salty water.   

וכל קרבן מנחתך במלח “ 2:13 - דברי ישראל 

 says that the bottom waters ילקוט ראובני The – ”תמלח

cried out to Hakodosh Boruch Hu for it did not want to 

be sent down to this world, far away from Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu.  The Posuk repeats the Loshon again at the 

end of the Posuk, “על כל קרבנך תקריב מלח” as a Remez 

to Torah and Tefilah, which is in the place of a Korbon 

(Menochos 110a).  The same way the waters had a 

great desire to be near Hakodosh Boruch Hu, so too one 
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must learn Torah and Daven with a great desire to be 

near Hakodosh Boruch Hu – for the waters were Zoche 

to the Bris Melach because of their great desire.   רבינו

 says salt has the Koach of fire and water. Fire and בחיי

water represent the Middos of Yirah and Ahavah.  We 

are to learn from this that one must learn Torah with 

both Yirah and Ahavah.   

 – ”על כל קרבנך תקריב מלח“ 2:13 - דברי ישראל 

Torah and Tefilah is in the place of Korbonos.  Salt is a 

necessary ingredient for the Korbonos, and it is a 

necessary ingredient in one’s Torah study and Tefilah.  

One must learn Torah and Daven with “flavor” with a 

sweetness and a desire for coming close to Hashem.   

מת התורהחכ  וכל קרבן מנחתך במלח “ 2:13 - 

 Rashi tells us that the salt is brought on the – ”תמלח

Mizbe’ach so that the waters in this world should be 

close to Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  However, once Klal 

Yisroel accepted the Torah, and they perform the 

Rotzon of Hashem, then Hakodosh Boruch Hu comes 

down to this world, and is near the waters down here.  

If so, one would think that at a time when Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu is down here, then there is no need to bring 

salt. Therefore, the Torah stresses that nonetheless, 

one must bring salt with Korbonos.  In general, 

Korbonos are brought for atonement for sins, which 

would mean that they are not following the Rotzon 

Hashem, and certainly salt would be needed.  However, 

the Korbon Mincha is not brought for that reason, as 

the Gemara in Menochos 110a tells us that a Talmid 

Chochom who is Osek in Torah is as if he brought a 

Korbon Mincha.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu is near the 

Talmid Chochom who learns Torah (Brochos 8a) and 

therefore one might think that salt is not necessary for a 

Korbon Mincha.  The Posuk begins by saying that salt is 

needed for a Mincha, and one must ensure to heed this 

 The Posuk  .”ולא תשבית מלח ברית אלקיך מעל מנחתך“ -

ends by telling us that other Korbonos also need salt, 

but there the Torah does not need to give a warning, for 

there we understand that since the Korbon is being 

brought for an atonement, it certainly needs salt.   

וכל קרבן מנחתך במלח “ 2:13 - רבינו אפרים 

 The salt is to be brought with the Korbonos – ”תמלח

K’neged Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  Just as Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu is eternal, so too salt has the message of being 

eternal.  “במלח” is the Notrikin of “ 'ם חה ליוילברית מ .” 

וכל קרבן מנחתך במלח “ 2:13  - חומת אנך 

 It says in the Medrash Shocher Tov 112 – that – ”תמלח

performing a Bris Milah is like bringing a Korbon Mincha 

before Hashem.  We see that when Avrohom Avinu 

performed a Bris Milah on Yitzchok Avinu, he made a 

מחה ומשתהש  – a joyous event, a Seudah, on the day he 

was Zoche to perform the Bris on his son.  “תמלח” is the 

Roshei Taivos “ 'תכין משתה ליום ח ” – “Prepare a feast for 

the eighth day.”  From here we have the Minhag, as per 

the Shulchan Aruch, to make a Seudah on the day of a 

Bris Milah.   

וכל קרבן מנחתך במלח “ 2:13 - ילקוט האזובי 

 This refers to Ma’asim Tovim of a person. Just – ”תמלח

as salt keeps the meat “up” (fresh) so too, the Tzaddik 

who follows after his Yetzer Hatov, his Ma’asim Tovim 

“stand up” for him.   

ד מבעלזא"מהרי   וכל קרבן מנחתך במלח “ 2:13 - 

 Why did the Torah mention the Mitzvah of salt – ”תמלח

specifically by the Mincha?  It says in the מדרש תדשא 

regarding the two Mizbeichos in the Bais Hamikdash, 

that the one outside was a Remez to the Tikun Haguf, 

the body, for the Korbonos that were brought upon it 

were eaten.  The Mizbe’ach that was inside is a Remez 

to the Tikun Hanefesh, the soul, as the Gemara in 

Brochos 43b says that scent is something that the 

Nefesh has Hana’ah from but the Guf does not – and on 

the inside, Mizbe’ach Ketores was brought - which 

releases aroma.  Every day the Avodah was performed 

on both the inside and outside Mizbe’ach, representing 

that one must serve Hakodosh Boruch Hu with his Guf 

and his Nefesh.  The same applies today, when we do 

not have a Bais Hamikdash, we still must serve 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu with our Nefesh and our Guf. The 

salt represents the Shomayim and the Eretz, as the salt 

comes from the water, which was separated into the 

waters above and the waters below.  It says in Shulchan 

Aruch that there is a Mitzvah to bring salt when eating a 

Seudah, as a Remez that one must connect the 

Shomayim and Eretz, and serve Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

with the Nefesh and the Guf, and the table is in the 

place of the Mizbe’ach.  The Mincha is brought on the 

outside Mizbe’ach, though Levonah is also placed on it, 

which emits a scent – it has both the Tikun Haguf 

aspect, of being eaten, as well as the Tikun Hanefesh, 

which is the aroma.  It is for this reason that the 
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Mitzvah of salt is mentioned by the Korbon Mincha, for 

the salt is to be like the Mincha, for it too is Remez to 

the Tikun Haguf and the Tikun Hanefesh.  

 – ”על כל קרבנך תקריב מלח“ 2:13 - מלא העומר 

All parts of Creation have a spiritual element to it, and 

without it they would not be able to exist.  When a 

Korbon is brought, the spiritual is separated from the 

physical and returns to its source, while the material is 

burned on the Mizbe’ach.  Through this process the 

physical is Mesukan, repaired.  The Arizal says that the 

purpose of Korbonos is to be Mesaken all four classes of 

the physical creation: מדבר, חי, צומח, דומם  – those who 

speak, who have life, which grows, and the inanimate.  

The Korbon itself represents those who live.  The 

Mincha, the libations, and the wood used for the fire on 

the Mizbe’ach represent that which grows.  The Kohen 

who is Makriv the Korbon represents the one who 

speaks.  The salt, is the inanimate object – and in this 

way, all four classes of physicality are included in every 

Korbon.   

 ”וכל קרבן מנחתך במלח תמלח“ 2:13 - אלף המגן 

  ”.with bread“ – ”בלחם“ ,is also the letters ”במלח“ –

Chazal tell us that when Klal Yisroel are Zoche to have 

the Bais Hamikdash, the Mizbe’ach is Mechaper.  When 

Klal Yisroel are not Zoche to have the Bais Hamikdash, 

the Shulchan, the table, of a person is Mechaper.  The 

Zohar Hakodosh says that there are two things needed 

for the Shulchan to be Mechaper: Divrei Torah must be 

said at the Shulchan, and Tzedakah must be given to the 

poor.  Giving bread to the poor is a better way to give 

Tzedakah, for the poor can have benefit from the 

Tzedakah immediately.    

 ”וכל קרבן מנחתך במלח תמלח“ 2:13 - ישא ברכה 

– Tosfos in Brochos 40a – Rebbe Menachem was careful 

to have salt on the table, as it says in the Medrash that 

when Yidin are at a table and they wait for each other 

until they have all finished washing their hands (before 

eating bread), they are without Mitzvos, and the Satan 

comes to prosecute against them – but the Bris Melach 

protects them.  What is the meaning of this Tosfos, and 

how does the Bris Melach protect us from the Satan? It 

says in the Medrash and the Yerushalmi that if one 

washes and immediately makes a Brocha on the bread, 

the Satan does not come to prosecute them at that 

meal.  This works when one eats alone.  However, when 

there are a group of Yidin eating together, and one is 

making a Brocha on the bread for all of them (as is 

appropriate because of the rule ברוב עם הדרת מלך) 

inevitably, there will be Yidin waiting. Salt is not 

something used independently; rather it is used in 

conjunction – bread with salt, and meat with salt.  That 

which Klal Yisroel are waiting for another is a Bris of 

brotherhood and friendship amongst Klal Yisroel, that 

they will not eat alone – but will eat together.  

Therefore, salt is placed on the table, as a reminder that 

just as the salt is in conjunction with something else, so 

too, that which Yidin are waiting to make the Brocha is 

because of Achdus, and therefore the Satan does not 

come to prosecute against them.   

 Perhaps now we can understand the 

importance of the salt on the Korbonos and why the 

Posuk is verbose.  Salt represents the synthesis of the 

Ruchniyos working in conjunction with the Gashmiyos. 

Salt is the ultimate in keeping the status quo. It can be 

used for good, to preserve meat and the like, and it 

could be used for bad, by putting it on a field which will 

cause the land to remain desolate.  We must take this 

status quo and use it for good.  We must know that we 

have a Bris with Hakodosh Boruch Hu that is eternal.  

We must do our part to keep the Bris, and serve 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu in the proper manner.  The Posuk 

tells us that we are to use salt when bringing Menochos, 

as well as all Korbonos.  The Menochos refers to 

Ruchniyos, while the other Korbonos refers to 

Gashmiyos.  One may have thought that the salt is only 

necessary for the Gashmiyos.  The Torah tells us that it 

is necessary for Ruchniyos, and we must ensure that we 

use it for Ruchniyos – and of course we should also use 

it for Gashmiyos.  Not only is salt used to extract blood 

from meat, but salt is also used to bring out the true 

flavor in food. For Gashmiyos, we use it to remind us 

that we need to combine Ruchniyos with the 

Gashmiyos.  For Ruchniyos, we use the salt as a 

reminder that just as salt brings out the true flavor, so 

too when performing Mitzvos, we must infuse flavor 

into it; we must do it with joy and love for Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu.  May we be Zoche to truly live up to the Bris 

Melach.   


