
 
בשלח פרשת  

Week #36 

Questions Related to Snow 
 

1) May children wear plastic bags over their feet (so as to ease their 
putting on boots) outside on Shabbos? 

According to Hagaon Rav Moshe Feinstein zt”l, this is forbidden.  -  הוצאה-  
 

2) May one break ice or shovel snow on Shabbos? 

One may only break ice on Shabbos if there is a necessity for it to be done, since 
some Poskim consider it breaking an attachment to the ground. The same holds 
true for breaking icicles off a building. -  סותר-   

Shoveling snow is prohibited and should not be done by a Jew on Shabbos even 
within an Eruv.  Salt may be put on ice if necessary to prevent slipping but 
otherwise should not be done on Shabbos.  - עובדין דחול /טרחא-  
  

3) May one place wet clothing on a radiator to dry? 

Wet clothing may not be placed in an area that is 110F, since heating a wet 
garment is part of the laundering process, and because the water will get cooked. 
One who is wearing wet clothing should not sit on a radiator or stand in close 
proximity to it. One should be careful not to leave a wet towel near a hot stove1. - 

  -בישול /מלבן
 

4) Is it permissible to play with snow and make snow balls? 

Snow is not Muktzah however, making snow balls or a snowman is prohibited.  - 
  -בונה 

5). May one shake off a coat or hat from rain or snow? 

One may only shake the coat or hat lightly. However, one may not shake it 
vigorously since doing so will squeeze out the water that has been absorbed into the 

fabric, which is considered laundering.    ( מלבן)סחיטה  
                                                           
1 Melabein is prohibited on Yom Tov as well. 
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