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SHAVUOT MATERIAL
can be found on the single sheet (4-pager) Pull-Out
in the middle. More SHAVUOT material is scattered

throughout this Torah Tidbits.

Your attention is called especially to the review of
the combination Kiddush for Yom Tov and Havdala

for Shabbat, known by the acronym YaKNeHaZ.

We had it last year, but it's good to review.
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There are three months for which Kiddush
L'vana is purposely delayed by many shuls and individuals. Tishrei, so
KL can be said right after Yom Kippur with many people and in the
special spiritual mood of Motza'ei YK. Sivan, to say it right after Yom
Tov - same reason: Large crowd and festive mood. Av, after Tish'a
b'Av (preferably after breaking one's fast) to avoid the mournful
mood of the Nine Days. Minhag Yerushalayim (MY) is to say KL at the
first opportunity - i.e. after 3 full days following the molad, for all
months, including these three. First op (MY): WED June 8th.

No explanations in the
hard copy. Check the PPx
file at www.ttidbits.comParshaPPPPPiiiiixxxxx



Candles Plag Naso (see Shavuot PullOut too) Havdala B 'haalot'cha

7:10 6:16 Yerushalayim / Maale Adumim 8:27* 7:12 6:18 8:30
7:25 6:18 Az a area (Netivot, S'deirot, et al) 8:29* 7:28 6:20 8:31
7:24 6:16 Gush Etz ion 8:27* 7:26 6:18 8:30
7:26 6:18 Raanana / Tel Mond / Herz liya / Kf ar Saba 8:30* 7:29 6:21 8:33
7:25 6:17 Beit Shemesh / RBS 8:28* 7:27 6:19 8:31
7:27 6:19 Netanya 8:31* 7:29 6:21 8:33
7:25 6:17 Modi'in / Chashmona'im 8:29* 7:27 6:19 8:31
7:26 6:18 Rehovot 8:29* 7:28 6:20 8:32
7:22 6:17 Be'er Sheva / Otniel 8:27* 7:25 6:19 8:30
7:10 6:18 Petach Tikva 8:30* 7:12 6:20 8:32
7:25 6:17 Ginot Shomron 8:29* 7:28 6:20 8:32
7:24 6:16 Gush Shiloh 8:28* 7:27 6:19 8:30
7:18 6:19 Haif a / Zichron 8:32* 7:20 6:21 8:34
7:24 6:16 Chevron / Kiryat Arba 8:27* 7:26 6:18 8:30
7:24 6:16 Giv'at Ze'ev 8:28* 7:27 6:19 8:30
7:26 6:18 Ashkelon 8:30* 7:29 6:21 8:32
7:16 6:17 Tz f at / Bik'at HaYarden 8:30* 7:19 6:20 8:33
7:26 6:18 Yad Binyamin 8:29* 7:28 6:20 8:32
7:26 6:18 Tel Aviv 8:30* 7:29 6:21 8:33

Rabbeinu Tam (J'lem) - 8:57pm • next week - 8:59pm
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 Dayeinu steps 12&13 AND 14&15
Not the first time we're using
Dayeinu, but this time, it's for a
different purpose.

When we look at the Pesach - Omer -
Shavuot span of days, we tend to
think of these 50 days as correspond-
ing - one-on-one - to a 50 day period
that took place over 3300 years ago.

We left Egypt on the 15th of Nissan;
we passed through the split sea a
week later (not so the Egyptians); we
arrived at Sinai about five weeks later;
we experienced Divine Revelation and
received the Torah a week after that.

Fifty days from the Exodus to Matan
Torah at Sinai, back then; fifty days
from commemorating and re-living
the Exodus to commemorating and
celebrating Kabbalat HaTorah - every
year since then... until this very day. 

A significant contributing factor to our
thinking this way about the 50 days is
our calling Pesach, Z'MAN CHEIRU-
TEINU and calling Shavuot, Z'MAN
MATAN TORATEINU. Because, in fact,
the time between 'the time of our
freedom' and the 'time of the
receiving of our Torah' was fifty days.

And if we check with DAYEINU, we
find that from the first line - Had you
taken us out of Egypt... until the 12th
and 13th line, about bringing us near
Har Sinai and having given us the
Torah - we have the same fifty day
span. The Manna and Shabbat are also
part of that fifty days. 

But that's not all there is to the Pesach
to Shavuot experience.

There are DAYEINU lines 14 and 15.
They speak of the entrance into Eretz
Yisrael and the building of the Beit
HaMikdash.
Because of our long exile, we tend to
see Shavuot as only Z'MAN MATAN
TORATEINU, because that is the main
role it plays for us today.

Shavuot actually wears two other hats
- the two that are referred to in the
final two lines of DAYEINU.

On the second day of Pesach, the
Barley-Omer offering was made in the
Beit haMikdash. The counting of the
Omer culminated in the 50th day with
the bringing of Mincha Chadasha
LaShem, the Two Loaves offing from
the new wheat crop. 

Shavuot is Chag HaKatzir, the festival
of the cutting of the grain - not in
Kansas (nor in Oz) but in Eretz Yisrael.
Shavuot is Yom HaBikurim, the begin-
ning of the season for bringing the
First-fruits to the Beit HaMikdash.

Okay, so how much does this add to
the 50 days we narrowly focus on? 

Ah, that's the rub. We came out of
Egypt on a specific date in history. We
received the Torah on the 50th day
following the Exodus. But we entered
Eretz Yisrael more than a couple of
times, and we had and lost the
Mishkan and then the Batei Mikdash a
few times. So the real range from
Pesach to Shavuot goes from the birth
of our Nation until the Geula Sh'leima.
That's the Big Picture. Let's help bring
it!
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Naso
35th of 54 sedras; 
2nd of 10 in Bamidbar

Written on 311 lines in a Sefer Torah
That's a record breaking 7.4 columns

26 Parshiyot; 18 open, 8 closed
Only 4 sedras have more parshiyot

176 p'sukim, 2264 words, 
8632 letters

Indisputably the longest sedra in the
Torah, however you count length.
Naso is well below average, though, in
length of p'sukim, but not enough to
affect its first place ranking

18 mitzvot; 7 positive, 11 prohibitions
- the most of Bamidbar's sedras
18 might not seem to be that many
mitzvot, but only 9 sedras in the
Torah (of 54) have more mitzvot than
Naso

[P> X:Y (Z)] and [S > X:Y (Z)] indicate
start o f a parsha p'tucha o r s'tuma. X:Y
is Perek:Pasuk o f the beginning o f the
parsha; (Z) is the number o f p'sukim in
the parsha.

Numbers in [square brackets]  are the
Mitzva-co unt o f S efer HaChinuch AND
Rambam’s S efer HaMitzvo t. A=ASEI
(positive mitzva); L=LAV (prohibition).
X:Y is the perek and pasuk fro m which
the mitzva co mes.

Kohen - First Aliya 
17 p'sukim - 4:21-37

[P> 4:21 (8)] The second count
of Levi continues with the family
unit Gei-r'shon. The first count
was of males from 30 days old and
up. This count is of males from 30
to 50 years of age. That consti-
tutes the workforce for the
Mishkan. 

Note: The starting age for a Levi's
service is 30. In the Beit HaMik-
dash, there is no maximum age. In
the Mishkan, however, since a
Levi's work required carrying
Mishkan components in addition to
singing and guarding, there was a
mandatory retirement age of 50
for the strenuous tasks.

Also note that the family-branch
of K'hat was counted and their
tasks were enumerated at the end
of Bamidbar (which also began
with the same words - NASO ET
ROSH...) 

Gei-r'shon's tasks include: the
three coverings of the Mishkan -
the Mishkan, the Ohel, and the
Michseh; the curtain at the
entrance of Ohel Moed; the linen
curtain material that surrounded
the courtyard, and the entrance
curtain of the courtyard; the
securing stakes and related tools.
Leviyim were to function only as
instructed by the kohanim. The
supervisor of family Gei-r'shon is
Aharon's son Itamar. 
Question to challenge kids & guests:
Look over the list of that which the
Gershon family carried. Why isn’t
the Parochet on the list? The
answer is at the end of B'midbar.
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l"f diqixe lyit oa cec p"rl
In memory of our honored father

David Rudman l"f
who died in our infancy,

on his 82nd yahrzeit,
Erev Shavuot

Simcha Rudman and
Phyllis Manesberg (St. Louis)

[S> 4:29 (9)] Family Merari was
also counted - males between 30
and 50 years of age. They were in
charge of the wallboards of the
Mishkan, beams, posts, and foun-
dations. Similarly, the courtyard
posts, stakes, foundation sockets,
and related tools. Itamar was their
supervisor too. (Merari used 4 of
the 6 wagons - see towards the
end of the sedra - and Gershon,
the other 2. K'hat used their
shoulders.) 

The counts of the workforces of
Levi came to: 2750 for K'hat... 

Levi - Second Aliya 
12 p'sukim - 4:38-49
The position of "Sheni" might vary 
in different editions of the Chumash. 

[S> 4:38 (12)] 2630 for Gershon,
and 3200 for Merari. The total
workforce of Levi in the Mishkan
was 8580.

 LA'AVOD AVODAT AVODA
VA'AVODAT MASA... Note the four
words in a row with the same root.
Rashi says the Avodat Avoda (kind
of a strange phrase) refers to play-
ing musical instruments. Avodat

Masa is the heavy manual labor -
constructing, carrying, taking apart

Shlishi - Third Aliya 
10 p'sukim - 5:1-10

[P> 5:1 (4)] People who are
ritually defiled from any of three
specific types (ZARAAT, ZAV,
T'MEI MEIT), are to be excluded
from the camp pending purifica-
tion [362,A31 5:2]. We are taught
that the three have different
restrictions, as follows: A
"m'tzora" is excluded from the
entire camp of Israel and must
remain in isolation outside the
camp until purification. The "zav"
and "zava" are permitted in the
camp of Israel, but are banned
from the Levite camp (and, of
course, from the area of the
Mikdash). [Har HaBayit today,
outside the area where the Beit
HaMikdash and its courtyard
stood, has the sanctity of the
Levite camp (according to some
authorities).] A person who came
into contact with a dead body is
banned only from the "Camp of
the Divine Presence" (Mikdash
and its courtyard) [363,L77 5:3].

[P> 5:5 (6)] A person who sins is
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required to verbally confess (when
repenting) [364,A73 5:6]. He/she
must also make restitution (if
money was involved) and pay a
penalty to the victim. 

Take a close look at the portion in
the sedra dealing with repentance.
It speaks of a man or a woman sin-
ning and of THEIR (plural, not his
or her) requirement to confess and
do T'shuva. It is often the case that
when an individual sins, others are
somewhat responsible. Perhaps a
parent who did not educate the
child properly. Maybe someone
who made stealing (for example)
too easy and/or tempting. Does
society bear some of the responsi-
bility for a sinner's actions,
because of misplaced emphasis on
the wrong values? A person is
primarily accountable for his
actions. But the Torah's use of the
plural, reminds us of our duty to
develop an environment of Torah
values that will be conducive for all
members of society to enthusi-
astically follow a Torah way of life.
This is part of KOL YISRAEL
AREIVIM ZEH BAZEH. 

Perhaps the mitzva of EGLA ARUFA
illustrates this point - part of the
procedure required upon finding a
dead body - that met with foul
play, as they say - is for the elders
of the town closest to the body to
proclaim that they didn't kill the
person. There is an implication of
involvement in the person's death.
So too, the fact that the death of a
Kohen Gadol releases "inadvertent
killers" from their cities of refuge,
implies respon- sibility on the part
of the spiritual leader of the people
for the care- lessness that leads to
SHOGEG deaths. 
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According to Rambam (and
others), this is the one Torah
mitzva among the laws of
repentance. When a person sins,
and repents (not, if a person sins,
he is required to repent, and..., but
WHEN he sins and WHEN he
repents - this is very significant), in
addition to the various elements of
T'shuva, including regret for the
past, acceptance for the future,
changing one's ways, the repen-
tant individual must verbally
confess his sins before G-d. 

One can suggest that Rambam
holds that T'shuva itself is not one
of the 613 mitzvot, but rather a
natural result of a Jew's accepting
G-d's gift - the opportunity for a
second chance. When a person
sins and does T'shuva... The
mitzva is to confess (as part of the
process of T’shuva) and not to let
the process be exclusively in one's
heart and mind.

Other mitzva-counters do include
T'shuva among the 613 mitzvot.
The whole process of T’shuva
should be instinctive and not even
require a command -- except for
the verbal component of the
mitzva. G-d knows our thoughts;
why do I need to verbalize them?
Therefore, VIDUI needs to be and
is a command.

Another way to explain why the
mitzva of T'shuva per se is not on
Rambam's list of 613 is because it
spans all mitzvot, rather than
being a specific mitzva on its own.
For example... The Torah forbids

doing melacha on Shabbat. If one
violates this prohibition, he is
required to repent. Repentance is
part of the mitzva prohibiting
melacha on Shabbat. So too for all
mitzvot, positive as well as
prohibitions.

Bench after a meal; if you don't,
repent your non-fulfillment of this
mitzva. 

T'shuva can be viewed as a VAT
tacked on to every other mitzva.
As such, it does not get counted on
its own among the Taryag mitzvot.
(The specific command to verbally
confess as part of the T'shuva
process does get counted among
the 613, because it is specific).

On the other hand, others disagree
with Rambam and DO count
T'shuva as one of the 613. Some
include VIDUI in the mitzva of
T'shuva and some count it sepa-
rately. 

R'vi'i - Fourth Aliya 
48 p'sukim - 5:11-6:27

This long portion primarily contains
the topics of the SOTA (wife
suspected of infidelity and duly
warned), the NAZIR (one who vows
abstinence of a specific type), and
Birkat Kohanim. 

[P> 5:11 (21)] If a wife is
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unfaithful to her husband, and
there is no proof of her adultery
-or- if a man suspects his wife of
unfaithfulness, even if it is unwar-
ranted, he may formally warn her
in front of witnesses not to be seen
in the company of a specific man.
This warning is a precondition to
the whole topic of Sota. Suspicion
alone, or even actual adultery,
does not produce the conditions
for Sota without a formal,
witnessed warning by the hus-
band. Once the warning is issued,
it is a mitzva (requirement) to
proceed with the Sota-process
[365,A223 5:12]. The husband
must bring his wife to the kohen at
the Beit HaMikdash. A barley-flour
offering is brought. No oil [366,
L104 5:15] or spice [367, L105
5:15] is used with it, since the
issue at hand is so serious and
unpleasant before G-d. 

The kohen prepares a potion con-
sisting of water from the KIYOR
(the washing basin in the court-
yard of the Beit HaMikdash), earth
from the floor of the Mikdash, and
the dissolved writing of this
portion of the Torah. (Parshat Sota
is written on klaf and then the
writing is dissolved in the Sota
potion.) The kohen administers an
oath to the woman asking her to
swear to her innocence, if that be
the case, or to admit her guilt. The
woman is warned of serious
adverse effects of the potion which
she will be given to drink, if in fact
she has committed adultery, and
of the favorable effect of the
potion if she is innocent. 

The seriousness with which the
Torah treats the issue of Sota is
motivated by G-d’s desire (so to

speak) to bring harmony between
husband and wife (when feasible)
and the notion that doubt is
extremely detrimental to a rela-
tionship. G-d, so to speak, permits
(nay, requires!) His Name to be
written and then erased in order
to advance the cause of marital
harmony. 

There are many other details, too
numerous to include here, con-
cerning the conditions necessary
for the Sota-process to go though
to its end. In other words, there
would be many situations when
the oath and potion would not be
used. 

[P> 6:1 (21)] A man or a woman
may make a Nazirite vow to G-d.
This is usually, but not always, for
a period of one month. A Nazir is
forbidden to drink wine [368,
L202 6:3], eat grapes [369,L203
6:3], raisins [370, L204 6:3],
grape seeds [371, L205 6,4], and
grape skins [372, L206 6:4]. A
Nazir may not cut his hair [373,
L209 6:5], but rather must let his
hair grow long [374,A92 6:5]. A
Nazir may not come into contact
with a dead body [375,L208 6:6],
nor become ritually defiled even
from contact with the body of a



Mazal Tov to
Meyer & Chava Sterman

on the birth of their DAUGHTER
Mazal Tov to

the Berelowitz, Green, Schwartz,
Sterman, and Zack families
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Mazal Tov to the Dan Clan
on the birth of a grandson

close relative [376,L207 6:7]. 

If a Nazir does become defiled, he
must purify himself (over a 7-day
period), shave his hair, bring two
doves and a lamb as korbanot, and
begin his period of Nazir anew.
When a Nazir successfully con-
cludes the term of his vow, he
brings two lambs and a ram plus
various types of flour-oil offerings
and wine for libation [377, A93
6:13]. Included with these
korbanot is a sin offering. (This
implies that it is not entirely
proper for one to accept upon
himself a Nazirite vow. The Torah
sometimes provides extreme
measures for one who feels he
must live a stricter life in order to
correct certain short-comings, but
still reminds us that it is not a
preferable way of life.) Part of this
mitzva is for the Nazir to shave off
his hair, which is put into the fire
under his korban. Afterwards, he
may drink wine. 

[P> 6:22 (2)] Next, the Torah
presents the "three-fold blessing"
which forms the text of "Birkat
Kohanim". (We also say these
p'sukim every morning as part of
Birchot HaTorah, and we "borrow"
the bracha for our children on Leil
Shabbat, even though we are not
all Kohanim.) When the kohanim
pronounce this blessing, G-d will
bless them and the people of
Israel. Birkat Kohanim is a mitzva
upon kohanim, daily [378, A26
6:23]. Unusual as this might
seem, each pasuk of Birkat
Kohanim is a separate parsha
(s'tuma).

[S> 6:24 (1)] The first pasuk:
May G-d bless you, and keep you;

[S> 6:25 (1)] The second pasuk:
May G-d make His face to shine
upon you, and be gracious to you;

[S> 6:26 (1)] The third pasuk:
May G-d lift up His countenance
upon you, and give you peace.

[S> 6:27 (1)] And the final
statement on this issue from G-d:
And they (the kohanim) will place
My name on Bnei Yisrael, and I
will bless them (either the people
or the kohanim or both).

Chamishi 5th Aliya
41 p'sukim - 7:1-41

From this point until the end of
the sedra and into the beginning
of the next sedra are the readings
for the 8 days of Chanuka. (Some
start from the Birkat Kohanim
portion at the end of R'vi'i. Some
communities also read "the gifts
of the tribal leaders" on the first
12 days of Nissan, but at the end
of davening, not like a regular
K'ri'at HaTorah.) 
[S> 7:1 (11)] On the day the
Mishkan was completed, it and its
furnishings, altar and its utensils,
were anointed and sanctified. The
tribal leaders gave to the Mishkan
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six covered wagons and twelve
oxen, two to pull each wagon. The
wagons were to be distributed to
the Leviyim proportional to the
tasks of the different families.
Gershon received two wagons and
four oxen. Merari received four
wagons and eight oxen (because
their loads were considerably
heavier and bulkier). No wagons
were given to K'hat, since they
were responsible for the sacred
articles which had to be carried by
shoulder. That the Aron was to be
carried on the shoulders of
Leviyim from family K'hat is a
mitzva [379, A34 7:9]. 

Next follow 12 portions of 6
p'sukim each, which are practically
identical. Each portion contains the
name of a tribal leader and a
description of the gifts of gold and
silver vessels and animals for
sacrifices that were presented on
one of the twelve days of
dedication of the Mishkan. 

[S> 7:12 (6)] Nachshon b. Ami-
nadav of Yehuda was the first to
present his gifts. Although the
gifts were identical, some of the
wording is curiously different,
aside, of course from the different
day, tribe, and leader. For
example, the words VAYHI
HAMAKRIV precede BAYOM
HARISHON. This is different from
the other 11 days. And Nachson
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ben Aminadav is described as
being of the tribe of Yehuda. See
other days to compare and
contrast.

[P> 7:18 (6)] On the second day,
the leader of Yissachar presented
his gifts to the Mishkan. Here we
also find a different wording. On
the second day, HIKRIV Netanel b.
Tzu'ar, the leader of Yissachar.
Then it continues with HIKRIV ET
KORBANO. Nachshon was called a
MAKRIV, noun, bringer of a gift.
For Netanel, the verb HIKRIV is
used twice. No one else has that
word. Rashi explains that Reuven
wanted to go second (probably
first, but Yehuda had that honor).
Moshe said that it was G-d's
command that the gifts be in order
of camps. That is, Degel Machane
Yehuda was first, meaning
Yehuda, then Yissachar, then
Zevulun. Then came Reuven and
his camp-partners, etc. Rashi
points to the "missing" YUD in
HIKRIV, allowing the word to be
read HAKREIV, a command to
bring his offering on the second
day. Rashi further says (from
Rabbi Moshe HaDarshan), that
Yissachar got second honor
because he was the one who
suggested that the Nesi'im bring
gifts.

[P> 7:24 (6)] On the third day,
the leader of Zevulun offered his
gifts. This wording - on the
so-and-so day, NASI (leader) of the
children of so-and-so (tribe), Ploni
ben Ploni. His korban... now
follows through the rest of the
days. From day 3 to 12, the
wording fits the same pattern. The
differences are found only on the
first two days.
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[P> 7:30 (6)] Reuven's leader is
on the fourth day.

[P> 7:36 (6)], and Shimon's is on
the fifth day.

The gifts of the fifth day conclude
the fifth Aliya, CHAMISHI.

Shishi - 6th Aliya 
30 p'sukim - 7:42-71

[P> 7:42 (6)] And the gifts of the
sixth day begin the SHISHI Aliya.
Finishing off the South Camp of
Reuven and Shimon is the tribe of
GAD, whose leader brings his gifts
on the sixth day.

[P> 7:48 (6)] On the 7th day, the
leader of Efrayim, Elyasaf b.
D'u'el.

[P> 7:54 (6)] On the 8th day,
Menashe's NASI, Gamliel b.
P'datzur. 

[P> 7:60 (6)] The camp of the
children of Rachel Imeinu con-
clude their offerings with Binya-
min on the ninth day.

[P> 7:66 (6)] The final camp - the
north Dan camp, begins its gifts
on the tenth day with Achiezer b.
Amishadai.

Sh'VII Seventh Aliya 
18 p'sukim - 7:72-89

[P> 7:72 (6)] On the 11th day,
Asher's leader brought his gifts.

Notice that for 10 days, the format
is the same - BAYOM HA- (RISHON,
SHEINI... ASIRI). For the 11th day,
it is B'YOM ASHTEI ASAR YOM.
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[P> 7:78 (6)] Finally, the leader
of Naftali presents his gifts B'YOM
SH'NEIM ASAR YOM...

[P> 7:84 (6)] Which brings us to
the final parsha of NASO, the final
six p'sukim, which summarize the
gifts of the 12 leaders of the
tribes.

General comment: Although the
gifts are identical, there are
sources that teach that each
leader brought his gifts with
special kavanot and symbolisms
unique to his tribe. No competition
on the outside, but...

Then the Torah presents totals and
summaries of the "Dedication"
gifts. ZOT CHANUKAT HAMIZ-
BEI'ACH...

The last pasuk seems to go beyond
the summary. When Moshe came
to Ohel Moed to speak to HaShem,
he heard the Voice speaking to
him from the KAPORET (lid of the
ARON), from between the two
K'RUVIM (Cherubs), and that is
how G-d spoke to Moshe. All
aspects of getting the Mishkan to
function are completed. Then the
Torah tells us how G-d communi-
cated with Moshe. 

The last three p’sukim are
repeated for the Maftir.

Haftara 24 p'sukim
Sho-f'tim 13:2-25

The sedra teaches us the laws of
the Nazir. The haftara tells us of a
famous Nazir, Shimshon. The
nazirship of Shimshon is not
typical. His was "ordered" by G-d
via a heavenly angel and was to be

a Nazir from birth, for Shimshon's
entire life. "Regular" nazirship is
proclaimed by a vow and is for a
limited time, usually one month.
The nazir's outward appearance -
his unshorn hair - should be the
external evidence of an inner
sanctity. In Shimshon's case, his
nazirship was accompanied by
miraculous feats and heroic
achievements against the Philis-
tines who were Israel's major
adversaries of the time. 

The angel instructs Shimshon's
mother (wife of Mano'ach of the
tribe of Dan) as to how she must
behave when she becomes
pregnant. She must not drink wine
nor eat anything Tamei.

Although the lengthy parsha of Naso
includes numerous different topics,
the Rabbis chose the mitzva of nezirut
to be the bridge to connect us to the
parsha and, by necessity, it had to
relate the story of Shimshon HaGibor.
"By necessity", because there is no
person in all of Tanach who is
identified as a nazir except for
Shimshon (there is an argument in the
Talmud as to whether Shmuel HaNavi
was a nazir precisely because the text
never calls him such).

The haftara is taken from the Book of
Shoftim (chapter 13) which relates to
us the miraculous birth of Shimshon
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on the birth of a great-grandson

to a once barren woman and the laws
of nezirut that would guide him
throughout his life. We read almost
nothing about Shimson's life in this
haftara and certainly that is under-
standable, as the theme that connects
us to the parsha is that of the
strictures imposed upon the nazir -
which is precisely what the haftara
relates as well.

And yet, one can imagine that Chazal's
choice of only this perek may have also
been based on the fact that much of
the Samson story is troubling.  Like the
greats of Israel, Yitzchak, Ya'akov,
Yosef and Shmuel, he was born to a
barren woman and, like Yitzchak, his
miraculous birth was harbingered by
G-d's angel. Shimshon would be the
savior of Israel who would begin to
cast off the yoke of Philistine rule and
a man who, as the final words of the
haftara reveal, would have the spirit of
Hashem "resound" in him.  

But as we continue his story in the
subsequent chapters, we read of a man
who is the only shofet who fails to
organize an army behind him and who
battles the enemy only for personal
revenge. His own people do not rally
around him and even hand him over to
the enemy! His marriage to a Philistine
woman and his downfall through the
hands of another Philistine woman, his
rather hedonistic lifestyle and his
ongoing attachment to the Philistines,
hardly depict a nazir-like spiritual
giant we would expect from one who

had the spirit of Hashem "resounding"
in him.  The very fact that the Plishtim
remained a powerful adversary of
Israel throughout his life so that
Shimshon, weakened and subse-
quently imprisoned, died having been
blinded by the very enemy he was to
subdue, makes us wonder if indeed he
kept Hashem's charge to begin casting
off the yoke of the Philistines.  

However, this troubling story of the
final judge in the Book of Shoftim
must also be understood as a criticism
of the entire nation who, knowing of
his miraculous birth and the promise
he held for them - a promise given by
an angel of G-d - nonetheless fail to
join him and support him. They appear
passive and submissive, fearful and
meek.  No leader, no matter how great,
can be successful without willing
followers.  The nation's lack of faith in
Hashem and in His promises prevents
Shimshon from living up to his
potential. 

G-d grants us opportunities - but it is
up to us see them, believe in them and
take advantage of them. A message we
would do well to remember.

Probing the Prophets, weekly insights into the
Haftara, is written by Rabbi Nachman (Neil) Winkler,
author of Bringing the Prophets to Life (Gefen Publ.)
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EMOTIONAL INTELLIGENCE - What is it and Why is it Important? - Rina Berkus, Clinical Supervisor
Often we meet kids who are very bright, yet they have difficulty connecting with peers and
are not successful in group settings. Conversely, there are children of average intelligence
who are highly successful in their social lives. How do we explain this?

Over the last 20 years, we have come to realize that intellectual intelligence is only part of
the story. A high IQ by itself does not predict success in life. Dr. Daniel Goleman, who
introduced the concept of Emotional Intelligence, noted that people with high emotional
intelligence tend to be more successful in life even if their intellectual ability is average.

Emotional intelligence is the ability to recognize one's own emotions and those of others
and to use that information to guide one's thinking and behavior. Self-awareness coupled
with being able to "read" social cues and respond appropriately leads to improved peer
relations, more success in problem solving, better stress tolerance and better impulse
control. These are necessary skills for success in any environment and lead to "social
competence".

For many kids this happens naturally in the process of growing up. It requires that the child
has the opportunity to express himself and to get feedback from others. Through trial and
error, children learn to associate feelings with specific facial expressions and other non-
verbal cues - and to adapt their behavior accordingly. Children who have difficulty
developing social competence suffer rejection, isolation and low self-esteem. 

For the child who is struggling in this area, social competency skills can be taught. One of
the most successful methods for doing this is through mentoring. Within the mentoring
relationship, the child is encouraged to express himself and get feedback from the mentor.
Within the safety of this relationship, the child is able to learn to communicate, how to
cooperate, and how to solve conflicts. This helps the child develop emotional intelligence
and social competence.

Because adolescents today spend so much of their waking hours involved with social
media, they have significantly less time available for face-to-face contact. People need eye
contact to notice subtle non-verbal cues and thus, for the development of empathy.
Combine this lack of eye-contact with the desensitization that occurs when repeatedly
exposed to screen violence, and we find ourselves in an era which challenges the
development of interpersonal connection and empathy. 

Technology is here to stay, and if anything, becoming more pervasive. If we want to raise
children who are able to relate successfully to others, we have to make a conscious effort to
teach these skills. Kav L'Noar's community-based and school-based group mentoring
programs focus on the development of social competence and emotional intelligence. If
we want our kids to be successful in life, we have to provide them the tools to make that
happen and one of the most important tools is the ability to function in a social setting.
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Our Parsha talks of the laws of the Nazir, a
man or woman who has voluntarily under-
taken to adopt the status that precludes
eating or drinking from grape products,
cutting one's hair and becoming defiled by a
human corpse. Rather than thinking of that
person as a recluse subjected to prohibi-
tions, the Torah conceives of the Nazir as
one of a higher state of holiness, the result
of which are several associated restrictions. 

The laws of the Nazir follow the rulings
connected to the Sota - a woman who was
disloyal to her husband and who died after
drinking the "bitter waters". One thus begins
to understand who might become a Nazir.
Yes, that would be individuals for who the
influence of wine or other enticements
would be overwhelming and for who a more
spiritually directed life would be appropriate
in order to overcome temptation.

Of note, the rabbis later insisted that one
who witnessed the demise of a Sota or
gazed on immorality should take the vow of
the Nazir. Now, with all this talk of vows and
asceticism and abstention, the story in the
Haftara of the mother of the Nazir,
Shimshon, makes fresh reading. In contrast
to the wayward wife, the narrative
introduces us to a barren but very virtuous
woman from the relatively lowly tribe of
Dan.

We discover that it is her Tzni'ut, her
modesty, and her superior insight that made
her worthy to be the mother of the future
savior of the people during the tumultuous
years at the hands of the Philistines. The
contrast between the two women is
intriguing, as are the contrasting circum-
stances under which the Nazir materializes. 
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Products Containing Minute
Quantities of Non-Kosher Food
Question: : I want to use a homeo-
pathic allergy medicine that contains some
apis mellifica, which is trace quantities of
crushed honeybee. Is this permitted?

Answer: There is disagreement on
the topic of alternative medicine.
Extreme opinions are rarely right.
Some treatments under the umbrella
of alternative medicine are helpful,
and some are quackery and serve as a
placebo at best. There is also a
significant category of medicines and
treatments (homeopathic or conven-
tional) whose efficacy is unclear or
varies from person to person. We are
not in the position to take a stand on
which treatments fall into which
category. This general disclaimer has
added significance in the case of
ingesting something non-kosher as a
medication. There is significant room
for leniency when ingesting non-
kosher items in a not classic manner
of eating for the medicinal needs of
the sick (Pesachim 25b; Shulchan
Aruch and Rama, Yoreh Deah 155:3).
Not only do many cases of allergy not

qualify as sick, but the Rama (ibid.)
requires that a medicine must be
proven effective for leniency to apply;
this is rarely if ever true of
homeopathy. So let us look at the
kashrut of the ingredient in question.

Bees are sheratzim and thus not
kosher, even though their honey is
(Rambam, Maachalot Asurot 3:3). It
is permitted to eat honey into which
taste from parts of bees enters,
because the taste is assumed to be
negative (Shulchan Aruch, YD 81:8).
One could say that this is only true
when bee parts fell in accidentally, but
that if one purposely put them in, he
thereby gives them importance, thus
preventing bitul (nullification) due to
its bad taste (achshevei - Chulin
120a). Many poskim (including Igrot
Moshe, Orach Chayim II:92, Minchat
Shlomo II:65) say that if the purpose
of the non-kosher food is not related
to its food qualities but just medicinal
ones, achshevei does not apply. 

In this case, we ostensibly have a
simpler reason for permissibility -
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homeopathic solutions use trace
quantities of the active ingredient, so
that there is undoubtedly sixty times
more kosher than non-kosher (see
Shulchan Aruch, YD 98:1). On the
other hand, bitul is supposed to come
about by accident, whereas it is
forbidden to add kosher material to
arrive at criteria for bitul (Shulchan
Aruch, YD 99:5). If this is done, the
bitul is disqualified, and the food
remains forbidden for the person who
did the bitul and those for whom he
did it (ibid.). Ostensibly, in this case,
that is the consumers of the apis
mellifica. 

However, bitul is disqualified as a
penalty for the sin of nullifying the
forbidden food. If the food was put
into a mixture in which it is batel by a
non-Jew, who is obviously not
forbidden to make that mixture, there
is no reason to penalize him, and it is
permitted, according to most opinions,
for a Jew to buy the product (see
Badei HaShulchan 99:38). 

If the company is owned by Jews but
the act of nullification was done by
non-Jews, the matter is not simple. On
the one hand, the Beit Yosef (YD 99)
says that if a Jew asked a non-Jew to
do bitul, the Jew cannot eat it (or sell
it to profit from the bitul - Rama
ibid.). On the other hand, even if a
Jew did bitul, the Taz (99:9) says that
if he did not realize it is forbidden for
him to do so, the mixture is permitted. 

Apparently, the product in question
has an edible base (including alcohol),

whose kashrut we cannot confirm, and
thus ingesting may be forbidden due
to the inactive ingredient. This leads
us to an interesting question. Would it
be permitted to give a hasgacha to this
product? The Badei HaShulchan (to
99:5) says that this is forbidden
because the rabbi becomes a partner
in the nullification process through his
instructions. However, this is logical
only in a case where the rabbi has
them do the process according to his
instruction. If, though, the regular
process renders the mixture kosher
through bitul and all the rabbi does is
confirm that, he would be allowed to
give a hechsher and it would be
permitted to ingest.

Rav Daniel Mann, Eretz Hemdah Institute

Questions? email info@eretzhemdah.org

Having a dispute?
For a Din Torah in English or Hebrew

contact 'Eretz Hemdah - Gazit' Rabbinical
Court: 077-215-8-215 • fax: (02) 537-9626

beitdin@eretzhemdah.org



O U Is rae l Ce nte r TT 1187    p age  20     Nas o - SHAVUO T 5776

GUIDELINES FROM NEZIKIN:

Avot, Shavuot, Limud Torah
by Dr. Meir Tamari

 
Rabbi Meir said, "whoever engages in
Torah study lishmah - for its own sake
- merits many things: furthermore, the
whole world is worthwhile for his
sake" (Avot 6:1). Although Rabbi
Meir's mishna is universally accepted,
"Lishmah", in this context is defined
in a number of various ways, each
introducing another understanding of
Torah study, each creating a different
type of Talmid Chacham, a different
Jewish role model, and each one
relevant to many aspects of our
religious living today. 
LISHMAH!

"Study which brings with it the
correct practices, the proper behavior
and ultimately to closeness to
Hashem" (Sh'lah); Rambam codifies
as a mitzva, knowing [as distinct from
believing] Hashem. "Study which
leads to practice" (Hilchot Talmud
Torah, 3:3-5). Rabbi Hirsch sees all
the laws, practices and ideas in Torah
as requiring study and knowledge.
"Study for study's sake"; Torah is the
word of Hashem so that its study is a
way of worshiping Him. "Not in order
to receive any reward nor out of fear
of tragedy" (Hilchot T'shuva 10:5).
"To engage, lepalpel, in the words of
Torah" (Introduction to Eglei Tal); the
centrality of study, especially Talmud,
for its own sake is the ideology of the
Yeshiva world but equally the hall-

mark of Chasidei P'shyscha & Kotsk.
"Study l'Sheim Shamayim, which
brings peace between the heavenly
hosts and with those on earth"
(Rabeinu Yonah). This sees study as
the bridge between its Heavenly
Source and human beings who learn
lishmah (Midrash Rabba Sh'mot;
Maharal). "Heaven belongs to G-d
and the Earth He gave to Man to make
of it Heaven" (Menachem Mendel of
Kotsk). 



O U Is rae l Ce nte r TT 1187    p age  21    Nas o - SHAVUO T 5776

"Study which brings geula" (Sanhed-
rin 99a). "The Torah was revealed at
Sinai in all 70 languages to give Bnei
No'ach a connection to it so that they
will eventually recognize Hashem.
However, Torah study is restricted to
Israel" (Shem MiShmuel, Shavuot). In
the galut Israel loses its identity but
Torah study can restore its singular
and special character and thereby
bring redemption. So Malachi
prophesies (3:22), "remember Torat
Moshe", then continues, "behold, I
will send Eliya HaNavi to you before
the coming of the Great and Awesome
Day". 

Irrespective, all these definitions of
lismah require studying Torah, "not so
they call you rabbi or prince but only
because 'you shall love HaShem your
G-d', only out of love" (Rabeinu
Yona). Rabbi Meir added to Lishmah,
"one who learns but does not teach
others, scorns the Words of G-d."
"When I was young I could not
understand our fathers living 40 years
without giving charity since all their
needs were given by Hashem. Then I
understood that those who knew,
taught the ignorant; that was their
charity" (Admor of Kotsk).

However defined, Lishmah is con-
sistent with Rabbi Tzadok and Hillel;
"do not make the Torah a crown for
self-glorification nor a spade to dig [a
livelihood]. Hillel says, he who
exploits the crown [of Torah for
personal benefit] shall fade; one who
benefits from words of Torah,
removes his life from the world"
[Avot 4:7). Torah exploitation is
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forbidden whether it is to gain honor
(Nedarim 62a) or to acquire power
(Meiri) or as a source of money
(Machor Vitry from Rashi's time).
The Rambam (Hilchot Talmud Torah
1) explicitly codifies as halacha,
forbidding teaching or learning Torah
for payment in any way. "A person
who learns and studies Torah but
places his livelihood on charity
disgraces Torah, profanes G-d's Name
and makes Torah and its students
contemptible in the public's eyes"
(Hilchot Talmud Torah 3:10). He was
simply codifying Chazal; "just as I
[Moshe], was taught gratis [by
Hashem] so I teach you without
payment. When you teach others you
must similarly teach them without
payment" (Nedarim 37a).
However, many authorities, including
most modern ones, basing themselves
mainly on the Kesef Mishna, disagree
with Rambam's ruling and permit
payment for Torah study or for
teaching adults. Often the words of
the Shulchan Aruch are used as a
further justification. "If it is impos-
sible for one to study Torah, either
because he does not know how to
learn or because of his [economic]
obligations and pressures, he should
fund another person's Torah study"
(Yoreh Dei'a 246:1). However, it is

difficult to understand letting a person
off the hook of his obligation to study
because of his inability to learn, while
he was obviously clever enough to
gain wealth. Furthermore, the extent
of economic pressures on people
today are in the main due to the
insidious influence of peer groups or
consumerism. Their inability to live
within the limits of 'enough' is their
religious problem, not one to be
solved by paying others to study
Torah. 
Chazal tell us that one should always
learn Torah, even if it begins lo
lishmah. However, irrespective of
whether we follow Rambam or the
others, the moral, religious and social
issues raised by 'Torah Lishmah'
remain. If they remain unrectified
there is a danger that the words of the
Kotsker quoted in Shem MiShmuel
will be true; "what starts lo lishmah
remains lo lishmah." 
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from the writings of

Rabbi Abraham Isaac HaKohen Kook by
Rabbi Chanan Morrison
website: ravkooktorah.org

Connecting to Torah
Adapted from Orot HaTorah, sections

2:1, 4:4, 4:5, 6:2, 7:1, 7:4, 9:1, 9:6, 9:8, 11:2, 12:1, 12:7

For Rav Kook, it was axiomatic that
the Jewish soul and the Torah are a
match made in heaven. In his book
analyzing the essential nature and
value of Torah study, Orot HaTorah,
he categorically asserted that “The
Torah is bound together with the
spirit of Israel” (12:1). This is true not
only for the Jewish people as a
whole, but also for each individual:
Just as Knesset Yisrael [the national
soul of Israel] can only realize its full
potential in the land of Israel,
[Central national institutions of the
Jewish people, such as the Temple,
Sanhedrin, the monarchy, and
prophecy, only exist in the land of
Israel. See Kuzari 2:12, where
medieval philosopher Rabbi Yehuda
HaLevi uses a parable of a vineyard
to explain this phenomenon. While a

grapevine may grow in many lands,
only in a certain climate and under
particular soil conditions will the
grapevine produce its fullest,
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choicest fruits.] so, too, each
individual Jew can only fulfill his
spiritual potential through the Torah,
which is the spiritual “land” suitable
to the special qualities of the Jewish
soul. All other studies are like
foreign lands with regard to the
spiritual development of Israel (12:7).

While this is nice in theory, in
practice things are not so simple.
Not everyone takes to Torah study
like a fish to water. If Torah study is
indeed so natural to the Jewish soul,
why do Jewish educators need to
work so hard?

Rav Kook was aware of this
problem. There are a number of
reasons why the words of Torah
may not find a place in one’s heart -
some practical, some spiritual. In
analyzing the reasons why a person
may feel disconnected from Torah,
Rav Kook noted several underlying
causes.

Appreciating Torah
To properly appreciate the value of
Torah study, we must recognize the
essential nature of the Torah. The

Torah is a revelation of Ratzon
Hashem, God’s Will in the world. It is
only due to the limitations of our
physical state that we are unable to
recognize the Torah’s true great-
ness.

Similarly, we need to have a proper
appreciation for our Divine soul and
its natural sense of morality. People
occasionally err and stumble; but
overall, we should have faith in our
innate moral sensibilities. Thus
there exists an inner correlation
between the Torah’s ethical teach-
ings and the soul’s inner qualities.
The extent that one enjoys studying
Torah is a function of refinement of
character; the greater one’s moral
sensitivity, the more readily one will
identify with the Torah and its
teachings.

This fundamental insight is
essential in order to properly
appreciate Torah study. When Torah
is studied in holiness, one may
sense the greatness of the Torah
and how it emanates from the very
source of holiness.
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Elevating the Details
A basic appreciation for Torah,
however, is not enough. Even if one
recognizes the Divine nature of the
Torah, one may feel a sense of
impatience when faced with its
myriad laws and complex details.
One may be attracted to lofty
matters, and feel restricted and
frustrated when studying the
detailed minutiae of Halacha.

The remedy for these feelings of
restriction is not to avoid Halachic
studies but rather “to elevate the
significance of each detail of
practical studies to the richness of
its spiritual source” (Orot HaTorah
9:8). A detail may acquire great
significance when illuminated by a
flash of insight or sudden inspira-
tion.

Success in “elevating the details”
requires spiritual refinement and
perseverance in the contemplative
pursuit of the boundless heights of
holiness.

In fact, each word of Torah contains
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infinite light, a reflection of the
Torah’s absolute morality. One who
has learned to perceive this light will
gain insight into the inner spiritual
content of each detail.

Find Your Portion in the Torah

An additional aspect that needs to
be addressed is that not all areas of
Torah appeal to all people equally. In
general we should occupy ourselves
with those pursuits that interest us.
This is especially true regarding
Torah study, as the Sages taught,
“One only learns that which one’s
heart desires” (Avoda Zara 19a).

Some have strayed from and even
abandoned the Jewish people
because they failed to follow their
personal inclinations when choos-
ing what area of Torah to study.
They may have been predisposed to
philosophical inquiry, but lacking
appreciation for their own innate
interests, they dedicated themselves
to conventional Halachic studies.
Unsurprisingly, they felt an inner
resistance to this course of study,
since it was not compatible to their

natural inclinations. Had they
focused on learning more suitable
topics, they would have realized that
their inner opposition to Halachic
studies was not due to some flaw in
this important area of knowledge,
but because their soul demanded a
different field of Torah study.

Since they failed to understand the
root cause of their inner conflict with
Torah study, they attempted to
suppress their natural tendencies.
But as soon as an alternative path
became available, they rejected the
Torah and the faith of Israel. Some
of these individuals subsequently
attempted to promote great ideals
lacking practical foundations, and
they misled the world with their
false visions.

Others are naturally drawn to the
sciences and secular studies. These
individuals should follow their
natural interests, while setting aside
set times for Torah study. Then they
will succeed in both areas. As the
Sages counseled in Pirkei Avot 2:2,
“It is good to combine the study of
Torah with worldly endeavors.” 
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Rabbi Weinreb's Weekly Column:

Bamidbar *
Elite by Commitment
Scholars have had a lot to say
about the role of aristocracy in the
course of human history. Those of
us who grew up in the United
States were taught about the
advantages of democracy and thus
developed a prejudice against the
very word "aristocracy". We were
convinced that aristocracy meant
government by a select group of
people who earned their right to
govern by virtue of their birth.
Along with the virtues of democ-
racy, we were taught to value
meritocracy. Individuals should be
granted positions of authority on the
basis of their merit. If they prove
themselves to be expert in busi-
ness, they should be given control
of the economy. Those who suc-
cessfully prove their administrative
experience should run the govern-
ment.
As our formal education proceeded,
we learned about the danger of
another philosophy; namely, elitism.
Somewhere in our attic storage
room, there remains a copy of a
paper I wrote as a sophomore in
college. It was based upon a book
by the eminent sociologist C. Wright
Mills, entitled The Power Elite. In it,

the author cautions against the
development of a small group, or
"inner core", controlling all the insti-
tutions in power in a given society.
A more recent book by David
Rothkopf makes a similar point and
speaks of a "super-class" that
dominates contemporary American
society. Personally, I suspect that
we can detect in the present
presidential elections a revolt, by a
substantial portion of the populace,
against "the power elite" or the
"super-class".
In my rabbinic teaching experience,
I have found that students tend to
question, or at least wonder about,
the existence of aristocracy or
elitism in the society prescribed by
our Torah. This tendency is
especially common among students
who have been raised to value "the
American way". I have discovered
that it is this week's Torah portion,
Bamidbar, which evokes these
questions more than any other.
This week's parsha begins with an
enumeration of the leaders of each
tribe. The leader of the tribe of
Reuven is named Elizur son of
Shede'ur, and so are named the
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leaders of every tribe. That is, every
tribe but Levi. The Torah then
proceeds with the details of the
results of the census that Moshe
conducted. The total population of
each tribe is listed, beginning with
Reuven and ending with Naftali.
Again, the tribe of Levi is not
recorded. The Torah itself remarks,
"The Levites, however, were not
recorded among them by their
ancestral tribe." Indeed, the
Almighty specifically commands
Moshe: "Do not on any account
enroll the tribe of Levi, or take a
census of them, with the Israelites,"
(Bamidbar 1:47-48).
The Torah continues to describe
the configuration of the tribes as
they marched through the
wilderness: Three tribes in the
north, three tribes in the south, and
three tribes, each in the east and
west. The glaring omission from this
formation is the tribe of Levi.
It is only when we reach the third
chapter of this/last week's Torah
portion that we learn of the special
treatment that the tribe of Levi is to
receive. It is then that we learn that
the Levites are to substitute for the
firstborn Israelites and will serve in
their stead in the special roles of
maintaining the Mishkan. Finally,
the Torah describes the division of
the tribe of Levi into three and
names the leaders of each of those

three divisions. It is only at this later
point in the parsha that we are
informed about the central position
of the Levites in the nation's march
through the wilderness.
It is no wonder that students often
ask about elitism. Their question is
usually phrased along these lines:
"Aren't the Levites being designated
by the Almighty Himself as a 'power
elite' or 'super-class'? Are we not to
be concerned that the rest of the
Israelites will experience the resent-
ment typical to victims of discrimi-
nation? Wasn't the Levites' special
position in this parsha accorded
them only because they were born
Levites, having done nothing to
merit their special distinction?"

The Sages of the Talmud and
Midrash respond emphatically to
these questions. Here is an
especially poetic example, to be
found in the Midrash Bamidbar
Rabba, chapter 3: "It was the tribe
of Levi who were heroes and
blossomed forth with their deeds at
the time that the Israelites crafted
the Golden Calf. It is written,
'Moshe stood up in the gate of the
camp and said, "Whoever is for the
Lord, come here!"' And all the
Levites rallied to him. Therefore, the
Holy One, Blessed Be He raised
them above the Israelites. Like the
cedar which is taller and higher in
the forest of Lebanon than all other
trees, so too are they elevated
above all of Israel. Thus, it is written
in the book of Psalms (92:14),
'Planted in the house of the Lord,
they flourish in the courts of our
God.'"
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The point of this Midrash, and of
many similar rabbinic passages, is
this: The elite position of the Levites
was not merely a function of their
privileged birth. Rather, they earned
their position because of their firm
commitment to God. They merited
their special role because of their
courage and dedication.

In the classes that I have led,
however, these rabbinic passages
do not suffice. Questions persist:
"What about nowadays? Can any
person not born a Levi gain access
to that tribe's privilege by virtue of
his commitment and courage? Or,
is membership in this special group
closed to non-Levites forever?"

The response to such questions
was given centuries ago by none
other than Rambam: "It is not just
the tribe of Levi alone, but each and
every person from all of the world's
inhabitants, if his spirit but moves
him and his intellect matures, can
distinguish himself from the masses
and stand before God to serve Him
and to worship Him. He can come
to know God, and if he walks
upright in the manner in which God
fashioned him and is willing to
discard all the many considerations
which other humans naturally seek,
such a person is sanctified as the
holiest of holies. He too can
become God's special portion and
heritage forever and ever" (Mishna
Torah, concluding paragraph of the
Laws of the Sabbatical Year and
Jubilee).

Simply put, Rambam is teaching us

that every human being can
become a Levite.
Not many of us are familiar with
Rambam's astonishing remarks. 
But there is a statement, spoken
daily by every regular shul-goer,
which symbolically transforms each
of us into a Levite. For near the
conclusion of the morning service
every day of the year, weekday or
Shabbat or Festival, we recite a
psalm. The psalm differs from day
to day, but there is a brief prelude
that we all utter: "Today is the first
day of the week (or second, or third
day, as the case may be) on which
the Levites used to say this psalm
in the Temple."
Why do we recite this formula? The
customary answer is that we want
to retain some memory of the Holy
Temple in our religious conscious-
ness. But I like to think that we
recite it to connect in some fashion
to the Levites in the Temple of long
ago. And we recite it whether we
are Levites by birth or not. We
assert that in some sense we can
all become Levites. 
Rambam insists that in Judaism
elites are made, not born. Authentic
elites are not about power. They
are about courage and commit-
ment. and conviction. 
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Naso

 Some assume that others will not
listen to reason, in order to spare
themselves the effort of reasoning.

 Sometimes, taking one's mind off
a problem is the solution to it, in
that the problem in the first place
was essentially the keeping of
one's mind on it.

 One does not always BOW to
pressure. The pressure for a certain
course of action may be a signifi-
cant REASON for adopting it.

from "A Candle by Day" by Rabbi Shraga Silverstein z"l
www.createspace.com/4492905
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Person to Person
The Chafetz Chayim notices something
very interesting about the priestly
blessing which is one of the major
features of this sidra.

He sees that the kohen (or kohanim)
whose task it is to pronounce the
blessing is commanded to address the
whole community (“They shall place
My name on the Children of Israel”),
yet the blessing is couched in the
singular.

Using archaic English to emphasise our
point, the kohen says “yevarech’cha
HaShem v'yishm’recha”, “The Lord
bless thee and keep thee.” Logically
the words should be plural – “The Lord
bless you (all of you) and keep you…”

The Chafetz Chayim’s explanation is
that though the kohen is addressing
the community as a whole, he is really
speaking to every one of the

individuals who make up the
community. This one needs comfort,
this one needs encouragement, this
one needs a supportive hand - they are
all part of the community, but none is
apart from the community.

The kohen reaches out to every
individual. No one gets shunted aside
or pushed behind anyone else.

Rabbi Apple served for 32 years as the chief
minister of the Great Synagogue, Sydney, and
was Australia's highest profile rabbi and leading
spokesman for Jews and Judaism on the
Australian continent. He is now retired and lives
in Jerusalem. He blogs at www.oztorah.com
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The OU Israel Family wishes you a Chag Shavuot Samei'ach
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SCHEDULE NOTES SUNDAY • '` mei MONDAY • 'a mei

4
Shabbat shiur - 5:00pm

Fixed time through
Parshat Ki Tavo (Sep 24)

Parshat NASO
Erev Shavuot

June 11th • 5 Sivan
Rabbi Ephraim Sprecher
The Kabbala in Kabbalat

Shabbat

f
In the Ganchrow

Beit Midrash...

Sun/Tue/Thu
10:00am

Rabbi Jeff Bienenfeld

SHAVUOT

5:00pm
Rabbi Ephraim Sprecher

May Ruth say Kaddish
for her gentile parents

See Shavuot Pull-out
for the full schedule

of shiurim

9:15am
Pearl Borow

The Book of Yechezkeil

Resumes June 27th
Mommy & Me

with Jackie
054-533-9305

MON 10:00am (men & women)
Rabbi Poupko's

Parsha Perspective

10:30am
Rabbi Zev Leff
on Pirkei Avot

11:30am (women)
Get Fit while You Sit

Exercise with Sura Faecher
050-415-3239

Masechet Taanit
is in tribute to 

Rabbi Fred Hollander z"l

Sun thru Thu • 11:15am
RCA DAF YOMI

Rotating Magidei Shiur
The Daf Yomi shiur

is in tribute to Rabbi
Yitzchak Botwinick z"l

Su/M/W/Th - 4:30pm
Rabbi Hillel Ruvel

Gemara Shiur
Masechet Avoda Zara

bg
gny

2:00pm
Rebbitzen Pearl Borow

Women in Tanach

3:00pm
Phil Chernofsky

Mishna, Mitzvot & more

Resumes June 27th
Music with Jackie

5:20pm (2 hrs)
Pri-Hadash Writing Workshop

Mondays, 6:30pm
Emotions Anonymous

Faigy 02-571-0632

Mondays, 8:00pm
Rabbi Avrum Kowalsky

Topics in the
Book of Sh'muel

Note new topic
Please bring a
Tanach with you
(or Sefer Sh'muel)

7:30pm (women)
OU Intergenerational Choir

Directed by Hadassah Jacob
call Sara - 560 9104
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TUESDAY • 'b mei WEDNESDAY • 'c mei THURSDAY • 'd mei
9:00am

Rabbi Breitowitz
Minchat Chinuch

The Study of Mitzvot

9:15am - L'AYLA
Mrs. Shira Smiles

"Returning to Roots"

10:30am
Rabbi Sholom Gold
Parshat Hashavua

11:30am T'hilim Group (women)

11:30am (June 14th)
Rabbi Aharon Ziegler

Contemorary Halachic Issues
Placing Flowers on a Grave?

No class for June 14,21
Rabbi Nachman Winkler
Resumes IYH, June 28th

9:00am
Rabbi Aharon Adler
The Rav on Sh'mot

9:45am (no charge)
Reuven Wolfeld
Sedra Treasures

10:15am
Rabbi Anthony Manning
Halachic and Hashkafic

Issues in
Contemporary Society

11:15am - L'AYLA
Rabbi Shmuel Herschler

In-depth Trei Asar

12:15pm - L'AYLA
Rabbi Shmuel Herschler

Hilchot Shabbat

2:00pm (2 hrs)

9:00am
Rabbi Ari Kahn

Parshat HaShavua

10:00am-noon
Dr. Hayim Abramson

Midrash Hashavua

10:10am
Rabbi Baruch Taub
"Thursday, the Rabbi

gave his Drasha"
2:00pm

Rabbi Ephraim Sprecher
Current Events

in the Weekly Haftara
Thank you to Yehuda Lave for

helping to make this shiur a reality

3:00-5:00pm
Knitting Club with Verna

Rebbetzin Pearl Borow
The Book of Nechemiya

Chumash with M'forshim

7:00pm (3 hrs)
Rabbi Yonatan Kolatch

Topics in Parshanut

7:30pm
Rabbi Chaim Eisen

A Different Kind of Parsha
Shi‘ur: Learning Jewish

Philosophy through
Parshat HaShavua

Classes and shiurim at/of
the OU Israel Center

are components of
OU Israel's Project Yedid,

Project L'Ayla,
and the

Avrom Silver Jerusalem
College for Adults



O U Is rae l Ce nte r TT 1187    p age  36    Nas o - SHAVUO T 5776

Megilat Ruth Many communities
read Megilat Ruth on Shavuot morning
before Torah reading. (Outside of Israel
it is read on the second day). 

Some communities read it in the
afternoon. 

A recent trend in Vatikin (pre-sunrise)
minyanim (in Israel) is to read it before
davening.

When read from a kosher megila
(Minhag Yerushalayim), the reading is
preceded by the brachot ...AL MIKRA
MEGILA and SHE'HE'CHEYANU. Read
from a book, no brachot are recited. 

Various reasons combine to make Ruth
a perfect reading for Shavuot. 

The text itself tells us that its story
takes place at the time of the "cutting
of the wheat". Shavuot is Chag
HaKatzir. 

One of the major purposes of the Book
of Ruth is to show us the lineage of
David HaMelech and the Davidic line.
Tradition tells us that David HaMelech
died (and was born) on Shavuot.

Perhaps most significantly, the story
of Ruth is the inspiring story of
Kabbalat HaTorah on an individual
level, just as Shavuot is the
commemoration of Kabbalat HaTorah
on a national level. All of Israel were
like converts at Sinai. This matches
nicely that the Torah reading comes
from Parshat Yitro, another example of
a personal Kabalat HaTorah.

Ruth is the story of CHESED, acts of
kindness. The Torah begins and ends
with G-d's acts of kindness - clothing
Adam and Chava on the one side and
burying Moshe on the other.
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Shavuot: Mitzva Lite
and Minhag Heavy!

by Rabbi Ephraim Sprecher
Dean of Students, Diaspora Yeshiva

Where is the section called, "Hilchot
Shavuot" in the Shulchan Aruch? In
fact, Hilchot Shavuot does not appear,
because Shavuot does not have its
own section in the Shulchan Aruch.
Instead, the last chapter of Hilchot
Pesach is called, "Seder Tefillat Chag
HaShavuot", and it contains just 3
short sentences. The Shuchan Aruch
simply lists the order of davening for
Shavuot, and which Torah portions
are read, and the prohibition of fasting
on the Yom Tov.

What is obvious is the lack of any
specific Halachot for Shavuot. There
is no Matza, no sitting in a Succah, no
shaking a Lulav, and no blowing of
the Shofar. There is nothing that
marks Shavuot as a unique Yom Tov
from the Halachic prospective of the
Shulchan Aruch. The Rama adds
some Shavuot customs but not
Halachot. The customs that he
mentions are putting out plants in the
Shuls and houses and eating dairy
foods. Even staying up all night on
Shavuot is only a custom but not
Halacha. 

What is responsible for this odd

situation on Shavuot? Where are the
missing Mitzvot of Shavuot? The
Shtei HaLechem and Bikurim were
ONLY brought during the time of the
Beit HaMikdash. Why are there so
many Minhagim on Shavuot? What
makes this Festival different from all
others? MA NISHTANA? 

The Talmud in Pesachim 68 discusses
the best way to celebrate Yom Tov,
and quotes a dispute between R'
Eliezer and R' Yehoshua. R' Eliezer
says that Yom Tov should be spent
either KULO LASHEM, entirely
praying to G-D and learning Torah, or
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KULO LACHEM, entirely as a day of
eating and drinking and other physical
enjoyment. R' Yehoshua says that the
Festivals should be divided in half,
CHETZYO LASHEM V'CHETZYO
LACHEM, half for G-D and half for
us. 

But even R' Eliezer agrees that
Shavuot must also include physical
enjoyment thru feasting, because it is
the day on which G-D gave us the
Torah. Rashi there explains that we
need to show that we are still joyful
that we accepted the Torah, and
therefore we need to celebrate in a
physical way by eating and drinking. 

We can say that Shavuot can't be only
a day of ritual Halachic structure. In
order for us to demonstrate our joy
and happiness for accepting the
Torah, Shavuot must include our
human input. 

The part of Shavuot meant for
physical human enjoyment is
described in the Talmud as being for
eating and drinking. It seems that this
concept on Shavuot has expanded, as
generations of Jews have added
customs to the celebration of
MATAN TORAH. 

To show our joy for the acceptance of
the Torah anew every year, we imbue
this Festival with delicious new
meaning, such as eating cheese cake,
cheese blintzes (my favorite), and
decorating the Shul with flowers.
These customs demonstrate our love
for the Yom Tov when G-D gave us
His Holy Torah. 
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SHAVUOT falls on the same day of
the week as the second day of Pesach
(and is exactly one week after Yom
Yerushalayim). 

Calendar "rule" for Shavuot (meaning
the one day of Shavuot in Israel and
the first day in Chu"L) is LO GaHaZ (not
on Tuesday, Thursday, or Shabbat).
Sunday, Wednesday, and Friday are
roughly of equal frequency; Monday is
the rarer day for Shavuot.

GREENERY There is a long-standing
custom to decorate the shul and one's
home with greenery - grasses and
branches (flowers are used, but
original custom seems to be branches)
on Shavuot. Several reasons are given
for this custom.

Our sources tell us that Har Sinai
became miraculously adorned with
vegetation, the implication being that
this was in honor of its function as the
venue for Matan Torah. This is why
animals had to be specifically banned
(to prevent them from grazing). 

Decorating with tree branches is a
reminder that the world is judged by
G-d on Shavuot concerning the fruit of
the tree (as stated in the second
mishna of Rosh HaShana). It is
appropriate to pray on Shavuot for
bountiful yields of fruit. (And, perhaps,
for a nice etrog come next Sukkot.)

Moshe Rabeinu was born on 7 Adar and
hidden for three months. He was

placed in a waterproof basket, floated
on the Nile, hidden among the reeds
on the day that was to become
Shavuot, 80 years later.

Bikurim baskets were adorned and
decorated in various ways. Shavuot is
Yom HaBikurim.

CAUTION: Care should be taken that
things look Jewish (and not otherwise).
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From the S'forno Jacob Solomon

The opening chapters of Sefer
Bamidbar give the details of:

"May G-d bless you and keep you"
(6:24).

These words open Birkat Kohanim -
the daily Priestly blessing for the
Israelites. 

Both Rashi and S'forno present "May
G-d bless you and keep you" in
material terms. Your affluence should
expand and it should stay that way,
explains Rashi. Your wealth should be
permanent. There should be nothing
to take it away from you. 

The S'forno takes it one step further,
and links the material to the spiritual:
gashmiut to ruchniut. Wealth is
needed to support Torah life: IM EIN
KEMACH, EIN TORAH (Avot 3:15). Thus
Birkat Kohanim opens with the
necessities for living life according to
the teachings of the Torah. A person's
avoda (service to G-d) should not
suffer the frustrations of struggles for
food, clothing, and shelter. Am Yisrael
should enjoy the prosperity needed to
carry out its service to G-d and
Mankind.

Thus the words of Pirkei Avot: "Such is
the way of Torah: eat bread with salt,
drink water in small measure, sleep on
the grounds, live in deprivation, and
toil in Torah" are not a Torah ideal
l'chatchila - in the first instance. As
Rashi explains, if your journey towards
Torah learning puts you in that
position, carry on learning and endure

it. But don't look for it. Don't go out of
your way to bring hardship on
yourself.

Indeed, it is this point that Ya'akov
Avinu made when his son Yosef
presented him to Par'oh.

Par'oh said to Ya'akov: "How many are
the years of your life?"

Ya'akov answered Par'oh: "I have been
a traveler for 130 years. The years of
my life have been few and bad. They
did not reach the life-spans of my
forefathers in the days they were
travelers" (B'reishit 47:8-9).

Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch explains
the words: "How many are the years of
your life?" as referring to the quality of
Ya'akov's life. He meant: "How many
truly meaningful years have there
been in your life?" And in response,
Ya'akov assessed his quality of life
with: "My 130 years of life are not
comparable to the lives of my fathers.
They lived more, in the sense that
every day of their existence was
'living'. They were able to carry out
their missions to humanity under
cheerful conditions. Whereas much of
my life was tension, struggle, worry,
and grief. My own life lacked the
quality and thus the achievement of
my forbears, Avraham and Yitzchak."

And that gets to the heart of "May G-d
bless you and keep you." May He give
you what you need to carry out your
Torah-strengthening mission to
humanity in abundance, and in cheer-
ful conditions. p
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Wishing all participants in
the Shavuot Retreat at Lavi

and all of Klal Yisrael
A joyous and meaningful

Chag Shavuot

gny bge mely zay

Reprinted from

Rabbi Wein's
Weekly
Blog

Although there is no really accurate
way to measure the relative
importance of the holidays of the
Jewish calendar year, I think that
we can all agree that the holiday of
Shavuot appears to be the least
dramatic of them all. The Torah
describes it as an agricultural feast
day commemorating the grain
harvest and the greening of the first
fruits of the season as an offering in
the Temple in Jerusalem.

Jewish tradition and rabbinic
sanction has emphasized and
labeled the holiday as the
anniversary of the granting of the
Torah to the Jewish people by God
at the Revelation at Mount Sinai.
With the absence of the Temple,
the holiday has taken on this
commemoration as the center point
of its observance.

Secular Zionism attempted to
restore the primacy of its agricul-
tural component in commemorating
the holiday but was singularly
unsuccessful. So, even today in the
Land of Israel, once again fruitful
and bountiful, this agricultural
aspect of the holiday is still very
secondary to its historical commem-
oration of the Revelation at Sinai.
And in this there is an important
lesson that repeats itself throughout

Jewish history.

The great Gaon, Saadya, succinctly
summed up this message when he
stated: “Our nation - the Jewish
people - is a nation only by virtue of
its Torah.” All of the other facets of
our nationhood exist only because
of this central historical moment -
the granting of the Torah to the
Jewish people by God through
Moshe at the mountain of Sinai.
This was and is the pivotal moment
in all of Jewish history. Everything
else that has occurred to us over
these three and a half millennia has
direct bearing and stems from that
moment in Jewish and human
history.

Therefore it should be no wonder
as to why the holiday of Shavuot is
the day of commemoration of the
giving of the Torah at Sinai. Looking
back over the long centuries of our
existence, we can truly appreciate
how we have been preserved,
strengthened and enhanced in
every way by our studied applica-
tion of Torah in every facet of our
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SALES
• OLD KATAMON (Nili)
Near HaPalmach, 4 rms,
1 floor, beautifully reno-
vated, quiet, pleasant and bright,  sukka
balcony, highly recommended! 
2,790,000 NIS

• RASKO (Shimoni) 4-rm duplex, 80m, 
lovely garden, private entrance, high
ceilings, bright & pleasant. 2,250,000NIS 

• GERMAN COLONY Arab house,
130m, 1st fl, 4 exposures, bright & quiet,
high ceilings, huge garden (in use), huge
potential! 4,600,000NIS 

• OLD KATAMON, (Bruriah St.),
walking distance 'Shtiblach' & Emek
Refaim.  80m, 3.5 rms, 1st fl, high
ceilings, large living room, spacious and
bright, quiet. 2,650,000NIS

• OLD KATAMON, (HaLamed Hei), 
4 rooms, 90m, full of potential, 
stone building, parking. 2,790,000NIS

• GIVAT MORDECHAI 4 rms, 90m,
private entrance, 120m garden, parking
and storage + generating unit with a
separate entrance, highly recommended,
near synagogues. 3,200,000NIS 

• SHAAREI CHESED (Diskin St.) 4-rm
duplex, 110m, 3rd fl w/Shabbat elevator,
bright, nice view, parking, 3,000,000NIS 

• YEMIN MOSHE (Malchi) unique, lots
of character, 220m cottage, pvt garden,
balconies, view to Old City Walls
8,700,000 NIS 

RENTALS
Selection of apartments 2,3,4,5 rms
for rent throughout Jerusalem for
long-term, immediate occupancy

Tal 02-566-6218

personal and communal lives.

Those who forsook the values and
denied the divinity of Torah fell by
the wayside of history and are, in
the main, no longer part of our
people. Unlike Pesach and Succot,
Shavuot carries with it no special
ritual or commandments. It certainly
is the least dramatic of all the
holidays of the Jewish calendar.
But, rather, it represents the every
day in Jewish life - dominated by
study and observance of Torah and
its eternal values.

The name of the holiday means
“weeks” - units of time that measure
our progress on this earth. It is not
only the seven weeks from Pesach
to Shavuot that is being referred to,
but rather we are reminded of all of
the weeks of our lives that compose
our stay in this world. Time has
importance to us when we deem it
to be meaningful and well spent.
The purpose of Torah, so to speak,
was and is to accomplish just that.
And therefore the day of commem-
oration of the granting of the Torah
to Israel is very aptly named for it is
the Torah that gives meaning to our
days and weeks.

The customs of the holiday also
reference the scene at Mount Sinai
on the day of revelation. Eating
dairy foods, decorating the shul and
the home with flowers and greens,
and all night Torah study sessions
have all become part of the
commemoration of the holiday
itself. They all relate to Sinai and
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the revelation. The Jewish people,
through long experience and
centuries of analysis have trans-
formed this seemingly physical
agricultural holiday into the realm of
spirituality and eternal history.

On this day of festivity we are
granted an insight into the past and
the future at one and the same
time. We are able to unlock the
secrets of our survival and eternity
as a nation, and as the prime force
in human civilization for these many
millennia. So it is the holiday of
Shavuot that grants true meaning
and necessary legitimacy to all of
the other holidays of the Jewish
calendar year.

Shavuot is the cornerstone of the
entire year, for without it all the
days of celebration and commemo-
ration remain devoid of spirituality
and eternity. It does not require for
itself any special commandments or
observances because it is the
foundation of all commemorations
throughout Jewish life and time. 

TtRiDdLeS
Prizes for TTriddle solutions

Jerusalem (3 stores)
•15 Malchei Yisrael in G eula

•Rechov Lunz right of f  Ben Yehuda
Midrachov in the center of  town

•Kanf ei Nesharim 64

Ramat Beit Shemesh
•RBS Alef  Shopping Center

Bnei Braq •Rabbi Akiva Street

Ra'anana •R' Achuza 110

Rishon L'Tziyon •Kenyon HaB'eir

Efrat Dekel Shopping Center

World of Jewish Music

Malchei Yisrael 5
 Jerusalem

02-538-8474

Rabbi Akiva 88, Bnei Braq • 03-579-9580

Previous (BAMIDBAR) TTriddles:

[1] In every sedra Bamidbar except
Naso & Balak

In every sedra of the Book of Bamidbar,
the word Bamidbar occurs - except for
Naso and Balak.

[2] Sort of like three sets of unnamed twins in the sedra

This refers to the words ISH ISH which occurs three times in Parshat Bamidbar.

[3] Alvin “Shipwreck” Kelly in the sedra

He was a famous pole-sitter, including flagpoles and other high perches. Seems to
have been a fad in the 1920s and 30s. The phrase in the sedra that triggers the
thought of flagpole sitting is ISH AL DIGLO, literally, a man on his flag.

[4] Yissachar, Binyamin, and Naftali do not stand as tall as their brothers

In the p'sukim that list the tribal leaders, we find the Torah-note ZAKEIF-GADOL (|:)
[TTriddle definition: standing straight and big or tall] over the names of most of the
tribes. For the three tribes named in the TTriddle, the TROP is PASHTA-KATON -



O U Is rae l Ce nte r TT 1187    p age  45    Nas o - SHAVUO T 5776

Eiferman Properties Ltd
Real Estate & Investment Agency

OLD KATAMON 1 4 0 m  + 5 5 m  u n it,  S u ccah ,
elev ato r  + ex tr as !
KIRYAT S HMUEL Ren o v ated ,  2  b ed rm ,  s u ccah
RECHAVIA (Ab arb an el)  Ren o v ated ,  2  b d rm ,  s u ccah
WOLFS ON 4  b ed ro o m s .  3  b ath ro o m s ,  v iew,  
S h ab b at e lev ato r ,  s to rag e ro o m ,  p ark in g !
HAR NOF: 4 -8  rm  ap ts  an d  v illas
TALBIEH -  1 .  Pr iv ate  Villa  -  4 0 0 m  + b ld g  r ig h ts
2 .  Bu ild in g : 4  s to rey  + b u ild in g  r ig h ts
3 .  Ren o v ated  3  b ed ro o m s . ,  S u ccah ,  4  ex p o s u res !
NACHLA'OT-  S p ectacu lar  4 0 0 m  v illa
MORAS HA -  n ear  Old  City -  Mag n if icen t
3 6 5 m  co ttag e,  g ard en ,  p ark in g ,  o p tio n  fo r  2  co ttag es
GIVAT HAMIVTAR: 3 6 0 m  Villa  + two  u n its

VILLAS  AND LAND FOR S ALE
IN JERUS ALEM S UBURB

RENTALS : S HAAREI  CHES ED -  co ttag e,  1 9 5 m ,  
5  b ed ro o m s ,  g ard en  + b alco n y .  View.  Im m ed iate
OLD KATAMON -  (1 )  2  b d rm s .  e lev ato r ,  p ark in g
(2 )  Arab - s ty le  h o u s e,  3  b d rm s .  g ard en ,  fu ll  o f  ch arm ,
ren o v ated ,  fu rn is h ed
CITY CENTER -  2  b d rm s . ,  g ard en ,  r en o v ated ,  p k in g
WOLFS ON VILLA -  1 5 0 m ,  s u k k a,  p ark in g

Ch eck  o u r  w eb s i t e  fo r  RES ALES  an d  ad d i t i o n a l  PROJ ECTS
www.eif erm an realty .co m

Can 't  f in d  wh at y o u  wan t?  Call u s  (0 2 )  6 5 1 -4 0 3 0

Chesed Fund
Please help us help 30 families and individuals
Please make checks out to "Chessed Fund",
send them to Israel Center Chesed Fund

 att. Menachem Persoff
POB 37015 / Jerusalem 91370
or leave them at the front desk

hence the statement that these three
don't stand as tall as their brothers.

[5] NEWS = Dan, Yehuda, Efrayim,
Reuven

NEWS is an initialism for North, East,
West, South. These are the positions of
the four flag-camps from the sedra.

[6] FPTL: The Gate of Torah

SHAAR HATORAH = 300+70+200 (570)
+ 5+400+6+200+5 (616) = 1186.

[7] MazalPic

The mazal of Sivan is Gemini, the Twins,
T'OMIM. Pictured in the Word of the
Month box is the patch-emblem of the
first manned flight of the Gemini series.

Project Gemini was NASA's second
human spaceflight program (1961-
1966)... between projects Mercury and
Apollo. The Gemini spacecraft carried a
two-astronaut crew. The first manned
flight in the Gemini series was flown by
Virgil Ivan (Gus) Grissom (who died in
the Apollo 1 fire) and John Young on
the Molly Brown. John Young later
became one of only three people to
have flown to the moon twice. (He
remained in lunar orbit during Apollo
10; he walked its surface with Apollo
16.) He is one of 12 people to walk on
the moon - no one more than once.

FYI: Of the original Mercury Seven (Grissom was one), only John Glenn is still alive.
He's 95. He is the oldest living astronaut and the oldest living former US senator.

Tikun Leil Shavuot Learning all night is a praise-worthy practice, IF it will
not ruin your davening in the morning or spoil your Yom Tov. It isn't for everyone.
Used well, it is a special way of preparing to receive the Torah anew. Some add that
our learning all night is a TIKUN for the fact that Bnei Yisrael slept on the night
before Matan Torah and had to be awakened for the Event. In theory, that wasn't
the best indicator of the excitement that should have been felt be the people.
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Medina & Halacha
Exploring the Jewish State

through the lens of Jewish Law
$Rabbi Shimshon HaKohen Nadel

Is There a Mitzva of
Aliya L'Regel Today? 
Part 3 • Last week we saw that the
historical record is rich with accounts
of Jews ascending to Jerusalem post-
Churban, many coming especially for
Shavuot. The question, of course, is
what status do these pilgrimages
have? Is it a mitzva? Or, just a minhag?

R. Yochanan (Chagiga 7a) rules that the
mitzva of re'iya is to appear in the
courtyard (re'iyat p'nim ba'azara).
Rambam too defines the mitzva of
re'iya as appearing "in the courtyard"
of the Beit HaMikdash (Hilchot
Chagiga 1:1). Accordingly, R. Yisrael
Meir Lau writes that even according to
the opinion of those that the mitzva of
aliya l'regel still applies today,
appearing in the courtyard would
require purification from tum'at meit
through the sprinkling of the ashes of
the red heifer, something we do not
have today (Yachel Yisrael 1:14).

R. Akiva Yosef Schlesinger had a novel
approach. He writes that one may
fulfill the mitzva of aliya l'regel today
by looking at the floor of the Temple's
courtyard (Shu"t Rabbi Akiva Yosef, OC
158. See also R. Moshe Sternbuch,
Moadim u'Zmanim, vol. 7, pp. 187-188,
fn. 1). Similarly, he ruled that one
should remove his glasses, as the
mitzva is to see and be seen, per
Chagiga 2a and 4b (Shu"t Rabbi Akiva

Yosef, OC 160; Moadim u'Zmanim,
ibid). Looking at the floor of the
Temple Mount from above became the
practice of Anshei Yerushalayim (See R.
Moshe Nachum Shapira, Har haKodesh
(Jerusalem, 1971), pp. 275-278).

But many of the sources we cited last
week describe pilgrimages to the city
of Jerusalem, as access to the Temple
Mount was prohibited to them. At
times even Jerusalem was inaccessible,
leaving pilgrims to gather in surround-
ing areas overlooking Jerusalem. It
would seem that theses sources,
which describe pilgrimages made to
Jeru- salem throughout the centuries,
describe a zecher l'mikdash, a
remembrance; perpetuating what was
done when the Beit HaMikdash stood. 

According to R. Shimon ben Tzemach
Duran, the mitzva of aliya l'regel is still
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applicable today (Tashbetz 3:201). His
rationale being that he rules in accord
with the opinion that the Temple
Mount still retains its sanctity
following the destruction of the Beit
HaMikdash. As explained at length in
Part I, according to the Turei Even and
Sefer Yere'im the mitzva of aliya l'regel
is still in effect today. Others,
however, rule that there is no mitzva
of aliya l'regel today (See, for example,
Nodeh B'Yehuda, Mahadura Tinyana,
OC 94).

The position of Chatam Sofer,
however, requires analysis. In his
eulogy for those who perished in a
devastating earthquake in the Galilee,
Chatam Sofer writes that "today too
there is a mitzva of ascending to
Jerusalem" (Torat Moshe, Emor). In a
responsum, he affirms the practice of

aliya l'regel throughout the centuries
and even suggests that one who
ascends from outside of the Land of
Israel receives extra reward for his
travel (Chatam Sofer, Yoreh Dei'a 233).
But in the very next T'shuva, he writes,
"today there is no obligation to ascend
for the regel" (YD 234). Perhaps a
distinction may be made between
obligation (chova) and mitzva. It
would appear that according to
Chatam Sofer, aliya l'regel today is a
mitzva while not being a formal
obligation (chova).

R. Ovadiah Yosef too writes, "there is
no doubt that is a mitzva to ascend to
Jerusalem, even nowadays, to see the
face of the Living King, to bask in the
courtyards of Hashem, in shuls and
houses of study…"(Yechave Da'at 1:25).
However, R. Yosef's intent, when he
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writes "mitzva", requires further
investigation as in another responsum
he assumes that aliya l'regel is no
longer applicable (Yechave Da'at 2:10).
It would seem that just like the
Chatam Sofer, R. Yosef believes aliya
l'regel today is a mitzva, while not
being a chova. 

Similarly, R. Menashe Klein rules that
while not a formal obligation, aliya
l'regel is a kiyum hamitzva and writes,
"even according to those who believe
there is no obligation to ascend,
nevertheless if one ascends he fulfills a
mitzva aseh d'oraita", a positive
biblical command (Mishneh Halachot
12:482). R. Klein continues and explains
that by ascending to Jerusalem, one is
fulfilling the mitzva of "kabbalat p'nei
haShechina", receiving the Divine
Presence. He adds that perhaps today
there is a greater obligation to ascend
to Jerusalem as it fulfills the dictum of
inquiring after Zion, per Rosh haShana
30a.

R. Moshe Nachum Shapira suggests
that aliya l'regel, after the destruction
of the Temple, was formerly instituted
by our sages as a "zecher l'Mikdash", a
remembrance or commemoration of
what was performed in the Temple
(Har haKodesh, p. 278). In his opinion,
one fulfills a rabbinic mitzva when
ascending.

But according to R. Yisrael Meir Lau, R.
Eliezer Waldenburg, and R. Moshe
Feinstein, the practice of aliya l'regel
today is merely a minhag, a custom,

and an expression of Jewish yearning.
R. Feinstein writes: 

"Regarding the mitzva of re'iya: It is
simple and clear that it only applies
when the Beit haBechirah is built, even
if we say that the mitzva of re'iya does
not depend on bringing a korban
re'iya. While people close to Eretz
Yisrael had the custom of visiting
Jerusalem, this happened in the time
of the Geonim as a mere remembrance
and a longing for the building of Zion
and Jerusalem through the righteous
mashi'ach, for whom we constantly
wait" (Igrot Moshe, YD 3:122).

Conclusion
While according to many authorities
the mitzva is not obligatory today, the
practice of ascending to Jerusalem
three times a year is certainly
laudatory. And with the ease of travel
and accessibility today, aliya l'regel is
'not in the heavens'. For those able to
ascend to Jerusalem three times a
year, it would surely serve to
strengthen their bond with the Land of
Israel and Jerusalem, until we merit in
seeing the fulfillment of the words
from our liturgy, 

"Restore the Kohanim to their service
and the Levites to their song and
music, and restore Israel to their
dwelling places. And there we will go
up and appear, and bow down before
You, during the Three Pilgrimages"
(Musaf l'Shalosh Regalim). 

g byng
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Akdamut On Shavuot morning,
after the Kohen is called to the Torah,
before his bracha and before the
reading begins, it is the Ashkenazic
custom to responsively recite a 90-line
poem praising G-d, His Torah and His
People. Written by Rabbi Meir of
Worms (one of Rashi's teachers), it
conveys the spirit of love of G-d and
Judaism even under the adverse
conditions of the Crusades. Rabbi
Meir's son was killed by Crusaders and
he himself died soon after a "forced
debate" with the Christian clergy of his
town. The poem celebrates Torah. Each
line of Akdamut ends with the syllable
TA, TAV-ALEF, last and first letters of
the Alef-Bet. Some see this as a
reminder of the nature of the Torah
itself - as soon as we complete reading
or learning the Torah, we immediately
begin it again.
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for Fertility and Gynecology
in Accordance with Halacha

The Puah Institute is based in Jerusalem and helps couples from all over the world who are experiencing fertility
problems. Puah offers free counseling in five languages, halachic supervision, and educational programs. Offices in
Jerusalem, New York, Los Angeles, Paris. Contact: (02) 651-5050 (Isr) • 718-336-0603 (US) • www.puahonline.org

What Should We Choose?
Last time we started to discuss the
deliberation over which fertility
treatment to prefer, especially when
facing the choice between an IUI and
an IVF. In the former, the sperm is
injected inside the uterus and this
mimics the natural course of
pregnancy. An IVF is more intensive
and involves a number of halachic
questions; the method of producing a
sperm sample, taking medication that
can have unwanted side effects and
may be potentially dangerous and
undergoing a medical procedure. Both
IUI and IVF need halachic supervision
to ensure that no mistakes will occur
in the procedure. In addition, in IVF the
doctors and embryologists have much
more control over the procedure and
this is not just copying natural
conception. Some poskim claim that
since this is the case there is a
question as to the connection of the
parents to the child conceived and
born. Some hold that the child would
not be a kohen even if the father was a
kohen, or that the husband has not
fulfilled their obligation to procreate.
While there are many opposing
opinions that the father does convey
his kohen status and fulfills his
obligation to be fruitful and multiply,
this still raises a question as to when
IVF should be permitted.

Of course, there are also medical

reasons to choose one treatment over
the other. Previous medical history
may be significant, for example,
blocked fallopian tubes would not
allow the passage of sperm to meet
the egg. In such a case there is no
choice other than IVF. An older couple
may also be sent to do an IVF since the
chances of success with IVF are higher
than those of IUI and the older couple
has a reduced chance of pregnancy due
to age. However different countries
define the word "older" differently. In
Israel, it is common for women to have
children naturally and through fertility
treat- ment in their forties, whereas in
the US a woman approaching the age
of 40 may be considered too old to try
IUI and be immediately referred to IVF.

There are also financial considerations;
an IUI is much cheaper than an IVF but
it is also less effective and so the cost
benefit ratio may actually be in favor
of an IVF. This is especially pertinent in
countries such as the USA where the
patient often pays out of pocket. There
was a suggestion and a debate in
America as to whether we should do
away with IUI altogether and just
perform IVF, not for medical reasons
but since it is not cost effective.

How does this influence the halacha?

More on this next week.

Rabbi Gideon Weitzman
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www.gabairealestate.com
JERUSALEM

RABBI ZEIRA, OLD KATAMON close to German
Colony, walking distance to Emek Refaim. 86m, 3
bedrooms, 2 Sukah balconies, nice J'lem stone bldg,
quiet street full of light, excellent condition, parking
access to the building. Priced to sell! 2,590,000NIS

GRETZ, GERMAN COLONY quiet street, 3 rooms,
91m, Sukah balcony, beautifully renovated, bright
and surrounded by greenery, parking and storage
TALBIEH The perfect Jerusalem getaway! Literally
across from the Jerusalem Theater, and a quick walk
to Emek Refaim. 3 bedrooms plus safe room being
added Pvt entrance, beautiful garden. Wheel chair
accessible, renovated gorgeously with exceptional
taste. American style kosher kitchen, underfloor
heating and central A/C. Asking: 3,950,000NIS

OLD KATAMON Bustenai, private freestanding
house, quiet street, close to Emek Refaim.An
architect's dream, high ceilings, large windows
overlooking the magnificent gardens. Approx 500m
on a 500m lot, private elevator, private parking and
spacious outdoor areas. Special home is for someone
who wants a green oasis in the center of Jerusalem
FOR RENT - DAVID'S VILLAGE Spacious one
bedroom apt in the most prestigious location in
J'lem. Across from Mamilla, exceptionally large
living area, American furniture and appliances.
Well-maintained and built to high standards.
Shabbat elevator, pvt parking & storage. 
For immediate occupancy.  Asking $2500
FOR RENT - OLD KATAMON Haportzim,
beautifully renovated 2-bedrm apt, fully furnished,
1st floor of a gorgeous J'lem stone bldg, quiet, sukka
balcony, for immediate occupancy. Asking: 6500NIS

FOR RENT - NACHLA'OT 3 beds, 2 baths 1st floor,
new bldg. 4 directions. Beautifully renovated and
very well maintained. Windows, windows and more
windows. Light is not an issue in this gorgeous
apartment.  There are even 2 balconies in this
incredibly charming apartment. Asking: 6,950NIS

EFRAT, ZAYIT
Amazing freestanding house of approx 700m on a
dunam of land! American style house with plenty of
large bedrooms, a chef's dream kitchen, exquisite
living room and dining room, large den, separate
play room, fully functioning office with private
entrance and a separate spacious two bedroom unit.
Magnificent backyard... a real one of a kind property
in one of Israel's most popular anglo communities

 
Yaniv Gabbay                         Elia Gabai
052-614-1442                    052-862-9208
yaniv@gabairealestate.com • eliagabai@gmail.com

CHIZUK ! IDUD
Divrei Torah from the weekly sedra

with a focus on living in Eretz Yisrael -
Chizuk for Olim & Idud for not-yet-Olim  

 Rav Shlomo Yosef Zevin zt"l points out
that Chag Shavuot has two contradictory
elements: On the one hand, the festival
commemorates the giving of the Torah
in the Desert of Sinai. As such, the chag
evokes memories of a desert landscape -
desolate and bare where nothing grows -
unless by miracle such as was the case at
Sinai...

On the other hand, Shavuot is also Chag
HaBikurim - when the first fruits of the
Land are brought to the Temple in
recognition and gratitude to the
Almighty for the manifold bounty of the
holy land. 

Desert and desolation versus Bikurim
representing the cultivation and produc-
tivity of the Land.

These two disparate themes can be
connected via the Land of Israel itself. At
times the land is plentiful, while during
other periods of time, the very same land
represents the opposite extreme. It is as
if the Land itself is able to discern who is
domiciled on it. When the Chosen
People come to the Chosen Land - and
behave accordingly - the land responds in
kind. If the Jewish nation resides in the
Land and observes the mitzvot, the Land
flourishes. When the Land is not
inhabited by its people and other nations
reside here, it turns into a wasteland.
Down through the ages writers, poets
and even gentile clergymen have
remarked on this remarkable phenome-
non. The Gemara in Sanhedrin (98a)
quotes Rabbi Abba as having taught that:
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Photo-magnets for your Simcha

"There is no more manifest sign of
redemption (greater sign of the end of
days) than this: 'But you, mountains of
Israel, you shall shoot forth your
branches and yield your fruit to my
people Israel for they are nearly there'
(Yechezkel 36:8)." Rashi explains that
when the Land of Israel bears its crops in
abundance the end of days will be near -
we have been granted no clearer sign
than this. Contemporary events seem to
attest to this fact. The Land seems to
flourish only where Jews reside. When
Land is handed to the control of the
Arabs, the Land turns into a desert -
witness Gush Katif.

Having discussed the significance of the
physical desolation, or plenty, of the
Land, I should like now to focus on the
spiritual desolation the Land had
experienced for so long. When the
Ramban arrived in the city of Jerusalem
and claimed a vacant property for a shul,
he describes the difficulty he had
collecting a minyan on a Shabbat
morning. In order to meet the needed
quorum he had to round up people from
distant surrounding areas. How far have
we come today! Every city, town, and
hundreds of neighborhoods, throughout
the length and breadth of the country
host dozens of minyanim every day!

Dr. Arie Morgenstern writes that a major
turning point in the history of Eretz
Yisrael, eventually many stages later,
leading up to the situation we know
today, was the Aliyah of Talmidei
HaGra. The disciples of R. Eliyahu of
Vilna, started coming to Eretz Yisrael in
the early 1800s in the hope that human
activity would hasten the coming of the
Mashiach. [One of the first families to
arrive in 1809 was the Rivlin family.

Israel's current President Reuven Rivlin
is one of their direct descendants.] They
were thwarted in their every move by the
Muslim Wakf, and were not granted
authorization to build a shul in
Jerusalem. Therefore, many of them
chose to establish themselves in the city
of Tzfat. A catastrophic earthquake
which struck Tzefat in 1837, destroyed
the town, dashing their dreams.
Subsequently, many of the same
talmidim chose to return to Jerusalem,
and in 1858 Moshe Montefiore finally
obtained authorization from the Turkish
sultan to build what was to become
known as the Churva Synagogue. By the
year 1860 Jews had already become a
majority of Jerusalem's population.
(Minhagei HaGra became established as
the predominant custom of Jerusalem's
Jews. One of the more familiar
minhagim is not to don Tefillin on Chol
Hamoed (Bi'ur HaGra, Orach Chayim
31:2). Looking back at the history of the
Aliya of the Gra's disciples, from our
vantage point today, we can see how the
decisions made by a relatively small
number of people sparked the growth of
Yerushalayim and the development of
Eretz Yisrael in its entirety.

To you, thinking of making Aliyah from
Atlanta or Monsey, Montreal or Sydney,
I say: Take the plunge today! Your
descendants will look upon your Aliyah
as a momentous turning point in your
family's history!

Rabbi Yerachmiel Roness, Ramat Shiloh, Beit Shemesh
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Birkat Kohanim
This week's portion includes the
blessings recited by the kohanim.
Although in earlier times the
kohanim blessed the nation every
day, a centuries old custom has
developed that they do so only on
Festivals when the Jewish people
still feel the joy that should
accompany these blessings. In
Israel they are recited every day,
and twice on Shabbat and
holidays. 

We can ask a very basic question.
Why does God need the kohanim
to bless us? Can't He do it
Himself? The verses even seem to
point to just this question. First
God instructs the kohanim "thus
shall you bless the People of
Israel... and concludes with God's
saying "and I will bless them -
VaAni Avor'cheim". So who is
actually blessing? The kohanim or
God?

The Rashbam answers that the
kohanim were not commanded to
bless the nation as one friend
might bless another friend, but
rather to invoke the Divine
blessing on the nation. God
promised to respond to the prayer

of the kohanim that He bless and
guard Israel. God stands with the
kohanim to bless us. 

If God is the one blessing us - then
why do we need the kohanim at
all? Nechama Leibowitz explains
that this is another example of
enlisting human cooperation in the
work of God. Kohanim, reciting
their blessing, prepare the nation
to be ready to accept the blessings
bestowed on them by God. The
blessings of the kohanim focus
them to be able to receive and
appreciate God's blessings. 

There are many people who go to
great lengths, travel far distances,
to get a bracha from a great
Rabbi. While this can't hurt, it is
told that Rav Shvadron, himself a
kohen, when asked by someone
for a blessing, told him, why don't
you come to the shul where I
prayer every morning, and then I
can give you a better bracha then
my personal one - I can be a
conduit for God's blessing as the
verse says VAANI AVAR'CHEIM.

To improve our iyun tefila for a
prayer said every day it would be
beneficial to understand what we
are saying.

The blessings are in an ascending
order. Nechama Leibowitz points
out that this ascending order and
increasing surge of blessing is
reflected in the language and
rhythm of the verses of birkat
kohanim. The first verse has three
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Caregiver-Companion for elderly or ill women • Dedicated, Responsible,
Experienced, Excellent references (02) 532-6111 • 052-286-8202

words, then 5, then 7.
The blessing referred to in the first
verse relates to man's material
needs as Rashi says - "man's
properties will be blessed
-Y'VARECH'CHA and protected
-V'YISHM'RECHA - both from
outsiders who might steal his
things, but also from his own
selfishness or haughtiness. 
The second verse deals with our
spiritual growth - VICHUNEKA - as
the Midrash says "that you should
be CHONENIM to each other -
caring for each other. God looks
favorably on us making it easier
for us to look positively on our
fellow Jews. 
The third blessing is the climax -
combining both of these factors
together - "may God shine His
countenance to you" - Rabeinu
B'chaye explains this to mean
Hasgacha pratit - God won't be
angry at us and won't hide His
face, but will be with us. He will
grant us with peace, without which
blessings can not be fully realized.
May we have true peace soon in
our times. Chag same'ach.  
TRADITIONALLY we eat milky on
Shavuot. Shavuot is also called
Chag haKatzir ( the Festival of the
reaping) since it marks the end of
the barley harvest and the
beginning of the spring wheat

harvest. Here is a simple salad to
serve at your holiday meal. It has
barley and cheese both connected
to Shavuot.

BARLEY AND 
FETA CHEESE SALAD

1 cup pearl barley
Salt
3 cups water
2 cups cherry tomatoes, halved
½ cup crumbled feta cheese
½ cup pitted olives
3 Tbsp chopped fresh mint
1 red pepper, seeded and diced
1 onion, minced
2 Tbsp wine vinegar
2 Tbsp olive oil
Salt and pepper

Cook barley in 3 cups salted
water. Bring to a boil, reduce the
heat to low and simmer until the
barley is tender, about 45 minutes.
Drain in a colander and cool.
Combine the tomatoes, feta,
olives, mint, bell pepper and
onions in a bowl. Add the cooled
barley.

In another bowl whisk together the
remaining ingredients. Pour over
salad. Refrigerate until ready to
serve. N



Glatt Kosher Caterer in Jerusalem
seeks Shomer Shabbat young

man, woman or couple
to run Shabbat catering events

in the Jerusalem area

Devorah 052 6764443
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CLO SE TO  BAKA - GO O D DEAL! - new project
2/3/4/5 rooms, with large balconies, elevator, parking,
starting at 1,285,000NIS

HAR HO MA O N THE HILL- Nice 4 rooms,
elevator, balcony with great view, good shape, quiet,
16m storage room, parking. 1,700,000NIS

GREAT INVESTMENT IN ARNO NA Beautiful
2.5 rooms, 60m, modern building, 120m private
garden, storage, 2 parking, Exclusive. 1,990,000NIS

MEKO R CHAIM - Nice 4 rooms, stone building, 
2 succah balconies, renovated, bright, storage,
parking, Exclusive. 2,150,000NIS

REHAVIA - 4 rooms, stone building, large succa
balcony, renovated, master bedroom, 2,600,000NIS

CLO SE TO  O LD KATAMO N - Beautiful 6 rooms,
150m, luxury building, Shabbat elevator, balcony,
view, renovated, 3 parkings, storage, 4,300,000NIS

O LD KATAMO N CHARMING PENTHO USE
185m, private elevator, terrace 45m, bright, quiet, 
in a pastoral lane, parking, Exclusive

www.betterhomesisrael.com

Among the excellent properties...
•  Wonderful Wolfson - Spacious 
12th floor, 102m, 4 rooms, 2 bathrooms,
fantastic panoramic view. 3,450,000NIS

•  Kiryat Shmuel, Tchernikovsky
- Bright and airy 4.5 room, 102m, 3rd fl,
excellent condition, internal succah,
parking. 2,700,000NIS

•  New on the market: Talbiyeh (Alkalai)
- Beautifully renovated spacious (80m) 
3 rooms/1.5 bathrooms, 3rd floor with
private elevator. 3,100,000NIS

•  Kiryat Shmuel, Herzog - Gorgeous,
renovated, 92m, 4 rooms, 2 bathrooms,
near ground floor with balcony and
view, ideal as holiday flat. 3,300,000NIS

•  Kiryat Shmuel, Itamar Ben Avi -
Prestigious bldg with pool & concierge,
4 rooms, 2.5 bathrooms, private garden,
1st floor, Shabbat lift. 5,300,000NIS

•  Baka, Mordechai Hayehudi -
Renovated, 3 room with parking and
large storeroom, 2nd floor, great
location. 2,150,000NIS

•  Talpiot, Efrata - 3 bedroom, 2 baths,
1st floor apt in good condition with
access to garden. Big storeroom, great
location. Good value at 2,285,000NIS

•  Old City, Tiferet Yisrael - 
Fantastic location, next to the Churva, 
4 rooms, 1.5 bathrooms, 1st floor, 
good condition. 3,900,000NIS

•  City Centre investment - Historic
building, 7 stories plus option to add 2.5
more, close to Jaffa Gate, potential for
development as a hotel

Warren Zauer
054-484-0541 • zauer@bezeqint.net
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Tzfat Kabbalah Learning Center
presents:

"The Divine Romance
in the Zohar"

A 2-day Kabbalah Seminar with

Prof. Daniel Matt
of Berkley University 

WED-THU, June 29-30
At the Ruth-Rimonim Hotel, Tzfat

Program includes special
learning sessions with Prof. Matt,

tours & more
Various options for

accommodation available
For details & registration,

call 04-682-1771
email: office@tzfat-kabbalah.org

Hand-Crafted Leather-Bound Books
Want a fine museum-quality leather-bound book

or wish to restore a family heirloom?
Contact Chaim Spring, master bookbinder

for more than 25 years with over 1000 leather-bound books on display
See our website: bookbindersinternational.com

or call 052-336-4438 for more details • Renaissance Bookbinders

David
050
30
88
355
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Dr. Maurice E. Joseph
Jewish Video Program

in the Library - 12:30pm - no charge

MON June 13th • 1 hr
In the Fiddler’s House

Itzhak Perlman performing and
talking with leading klezmer bands.

Simply delightful - one of our
favorite films!

TUE June 14th • 1½ hrs
Three Cantors Sing Yiddish

Three of the world’s most esteemed
chazanim - Chaim Adler, Asher
Heinovitz and Naftali Hershik -

perform Yiddish classics before a
live Jerusalem audience

WED June 15th • 1 hr
Tonight with Shimon Dzigan

Hilarious comedy from the brilliant
Yiddish comic. Some wonderful

laughs! (English subtitles)
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The Israel Center and the Ol d C i ty  Free L oan Associ a ti on
Gemach - Free Loan Society
providing interest-free loans for people in
financial distress (living in the J'lem area).

Interviews at the Center • Bring ID
Tuesdays 10-12 and 19-20:15

THU, June 16th • 8:00pm
Panel in memory of  Emanuel Winston,

fighter for sovereignty, followed by
new film which portrays Jerusalem
UNRWA schools which incite their

students to war against Israel
Presenter: David Bedein

Shiur Sponsor
Mrs. Shira Smiles's shiur (TUE, June 7th)

is sponsored by Daniel and Sara Berelowitz
in honor of their new granddaughter

To sponsor a shiur,  call Chana at (02) 560-9110

A Note from Menachem Persoff
I would like to thank all those
who participated in the beautiful
and meaningful Yom Yerushala-
yim Tefillah and Gala Breakfast.
A special thanks to those who
organized the event and to all
those who sent in adverts and
greetings. Your involvement and
accolades were a source of
strength to me (and to my dear
wife Chanie) and to all the staff
of OU Israel. May we continue to
serve Klal Yisrael together for
many years to come.
Sincerely,
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dkln za lfiix dxy
dxetv zxt` za xzq` libia`

zex dfil` za dilb dkxa
daix deg za zxt` dpix daia`

lcii` deg za dig diav
dnela za dwax
dwax za ̀ 'fiex

lfiix dig xzq`  za lhib
hpri za xzq`

cakei deg za z`xtz diced
Menya Leba bat Yitta Chaya

Dahlia Margalit bat Rut
Malla bat Toba

Sora Rivka bat Esther Chana
Shoshana bat Rachel

Aharon ben Muriel
Leibish ben Gittel

Yitzchak ben Basha
Yaakov ben Libby
dlib oa dyn mdxa`

dnela dhpi oa iav miig
dgepn dpyey oa miig sqei wepiz

dlgn dkln oa sqei
xrepil` oa oerny oprx

hki oa lkin l`igi awri
d`l dhi` oa dyn

dxy oa ozi`
dliia oa mgexi l`eny

d`l oa lieelre xy`
d`l oa xy` oinipa

ep`p oa l`ipc
d`l lgx oa xfril` jepg

decg oa dcedi
dpyey oa mdxa` l`wfgi

dli'v lqiif oa l`xyi
rbiit oa ail sqei wgvi oinipa

.l ¥̀ ẍ §U¦i i ¥lFg x ῭ §W KFz §A

SALES
Yehonathan St, beautiful, renovated duplex.
84m. 3 bedrooms, succah balcony, private
parking, large machsan and Shabbat e levator
$1,250,000
Hatayasim St. O ld Katamon. 105m, 
spacious 2bedroom apt. renovated, lovely
view, Sukka balcony, storage, private
parking. 3,850,000NIS

Price drop: Achad Ha'am St. - Rooftop
apt/penthouse, small secured bldg, 180m +
60m terrace + 24m studio, parking, e levator,
storage, outstanding view. $2,550,000
Balfour St. well-kept and quiet building,
tastefully renovated, 2 bedrooms, 84m
exit to a small garden. 2,800,000NIS

Ruth Abrahami Real Estate Agent
054-80-70-677 • www.ruthabrahami.com

Fax: 02-651-4955 • info@ruthabrahami.com

•

•

•

•

In Kedumim
Apartment for Seniors

Range of treatments available
Seniors Club • Therapeutic pool
Physio- • Occupational-therapy

and more, as needed
Details: Doron 054-796-7763
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RE/MAX Vision "Our vision... fulfilling your dream"
Buying or selling? • Free Market analysis

Our professional team of 26 agents are ready to help you!
(02) 673-1661 • www.remaxjerusalem.com
Exclusive listings with RE/MAX Vision...

State of the Art apt in the center of Jerusalem,
minutes from the Great Synagogue, Ben Yehuda
& Old City,  panoramic  Old City views, ultimate

luxury, custom-designed 3 room apt, unique
built-in features, custom stereo sound system

throughout. 2 full bathrooms, spacious and full of
light, In one of the most exclusive bldgs in the

city, with private swimming pool, saunas, private
underground parking and 24 hr security guard. 

• Orna Even Parker- 054-621-6069

German Colony - Authentic Jerusalem Charm
in this luxurious private, 200m pent-cottage, 

Old Arab-style home (next to Hartman Institute),
6 rooms on 3 levels (chairlift ready) with

3 beautiful balconies (2 sukkah) and amazing
views, private parking in tabu. renovated to the

highest architectural standards, Near parks,
shopping, Emek Refa'im, shuls & more.

Orna Even Parker-054-621-6069

French Hill - Lovely 5 room terraced home,
beautiful open view from large terrace, open plan
entertainment area. Storage, Close to Hadassah,
Hebrew University, parks. Walking distance to
light rail, Ramat Eshkol. Access to all intercity

highways, ready to move in. 
Only 2,180,000NIS • Nelly -052-476-4356

Heart of Talbieh / City Center
Mendele Street, Luxurious, Bright, spacious

apartment, totally renovated, move in condition,
1st floor, (with elevator), 100m, totally renovated
3 bedroom (4 room) with 3 bathrooms, en suite

master bedroom, kosher kitchen, modern
conveniences, Can sleep up to 10 people.

All furnishings and appliances can remain.
Perfect vacation home or investment

opportunity, Easy walk to Kotel, City Center,
Great Synagogue, OU Center, transportation.

Felicia Mizrachi- 054-240-4082

Kiryat Yovel - Huge Villa for sale on Shemaryahu
Levin, amazingly spacious, built on 3 floors, 20 rms
with 560m, 350m built. Great opportunity with one

of the best return on investment in the market
today: 8 rooms, 4 bathrooms, mamad, 2 private

parking areas, storage-room, need renovation, in
addition there are 4 units of 3 rooms each. gardens

and balconies surrounding the entire house,
excellent location, amazing, pastoral breathtaking

view of Eïin Kerem and the Jerusalem Forest!
Additional building rights optional.

Only 6,900,000NIS • Yossi Levi 050-782-2922

Incredible Investment in French Hill- 4 rooms,
well maintained, amazing price- immediate

occupancy, only 1,500,000NIS
Nelly -052-476-4356

Ramot 06 - Gorgeous Single FamilyVilla, Private
and extraordinary corner property, Great

location, 510m, on a 790m lot. 12 spacious rooms
incl. 2 master bedrooms, gym, office with private
entrance, heated pool, central a/c, security alarm
system, covered parking, huge well kept garden,
luxurious kitchen, spacious living room, private

dining room, walking distance to the shuls,
commercial center, public transport and more,
Available immediately • 7,500,000NIS (flexible)

Aviad Lahav 054-636-0816

Old City - Rare Opportunity, Charming 5 room
apartment in the Old City Jewish Quarter,

Private rooftop and porch with magnificent view
of the Temple mount. Private entrance. 3 floors

Chana Kohler, 058-465-6512

Fantastic Villa, Tzur Hadassah  - your dream
come true. Lovely garden overlooking the green
Judean mountains. Four floors, 2 en-suite units.

infrastructure  for a separate apartment. Well lit,
very quiet, covered terrace. 3 full bathrooms,
Jacuzzi, large open plan, entertainment area

with a modern kitchen + mamad.
Possibility for handicapped needs. Close to

Hadassah Ein Kerem and the Moshavim
Only: 3,380,000NIS • Nelly -052-476-4356
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Shalom Pollack
Tour guide

Experience
Knowledge

Passion
052-235-2724

Shalompollack613@gmail.com
www.shalom pollack tours.co.il

What a country!

Talbieh/Rehavia. Beautiful long term rental,
Fully furnished, luxury three-room apartment,

2 bathrooms, large balcony, 24-hour guard,
private pool with sauna, storage room,

Shabbat elevator, parking. Only 8500NIS/mo
Chana Kohler 058-465-6512

Gorgeous Garden Apt w/large Patio on Mordechai
Elkachi (Armon Hanatziv), Beautiful, Spacious 4

rms with gorgeous garden (in use), Spacious Salon,
Kitchen, 2 full baths, storage rm., Great location,
near Arnona, Buses, shopping, & Tayelet, Only

1,880,000NIS • Lynn Lifshitz 050-688-3988

Great investment in Maalot Dafna - Ground fl,
private entrance, Pastoral split level, 3 room,

70m with potential for expansion. walking
distance to kotel, near shuls and playgrounds,

great investment property
Only 1,600,000NIS

Katherine Amrani  050-553-0043

DAIRY FOODS Shavuot is a Yom Tov. On Yom Tov we have the mitzva of Simcha.
One of the traditional forms of Simchat Yom Tov is festive meals with meat and
wine. [Note for vegetarians and others who prefer not eating meat: Meat as Simcha
is subjective - if you don't like meat, then you need not have it on Yom Tov; if you
enjoy eating meat dishes, THEN it is proper to honor and enjoy Yom Tov in that
way. In fact - one's favorite dish takes priority for Simchat Yom Tov over a meat
dish that one likes less (or not at all). In the time of the Beit HaMikdash, Simcha is
associated with the korban called Shalmei Simcha.] 
Additionally, we all know of the custom of eating dairy foods on Shavuot. Some
people will have a dairy meal on Yom Tov night and a meat meal for lunch. This has
a certain logic, since the nighttime is
more Shavuot-specific and the day is
more generically Yom Tov. Other families
will have meat at night and dairy during
the day. Still others will make Kiddush
and HaMotzi, have some dairy dish
(blintzes, perhaps), then bench. Follow-
ing a short break and a change of table
cloth, they will wash again with new
Lechem Mishneh, this time for a meat
meal. Each according to one's custom. 
There are many "reasons" for the custom
of dairy dishes on Shavuot. Some of the
reasons might have produced the
custom, while others might be merely
additional symbolisms after the fact.
Furthermore, some reasons explain why
we eat dairy, while others make sense
only in the context of having BOTH dairy
and meat dishes. 
The pasuk in Shir HaShirim (4:11) alludes
to Torah as "honey and milk under your
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tongue". Some mix honey and milk - yogurt or sour cream do well - to match the
pasuk.
To commemorate the first Shavuot celebrated in the Midbar when our ancestors
ate only dairy dishes. This is because eating kosher meat after receiving the Torah
requires much preparation... (Like a Baal T'shuva subsisting on cottage cheese and
yogurts until he gets new pots and dishes and kashers his kitchen, etc.)
Mount Sinai is called Har Gavnunim (T'hilim 68:16) and the word GAVNUNIM is
similar to G'VINA (cheese).
The numeric value of the word CHALAV (milk) is 40, alluding to the forty days and
nights Moshe spent on Har Sinai receiving the Torah.
Having both dairy and meat dishes as mentioned above requires strict attention to
the laws of separation of milk and meat. These laws, of course, are based on the
Torah's prohibition of "meat in milk" as presented by the phrase "Do not cook a
g'di in its mother's milk". This phrase (twice) follows, in the same pasuk, the
command to bring Bikurim to the Beit HaMikdash. Shavuot, as the beginning of
Bikurim-bringing season, is Yom HaBikurim. Therefore, we eat both dairy and meat
dishes, with proper attention to the strictures of halacha, specifically on Shavuot. 
Halachically (especially when handling food with our hands), it is improper to use
the same loaf of bread for both meat and dairy meals because of the food residue
that might adhere to the bread. Therefore, a dairy meal and a meat meal will
require two loaves of bread, reminiscent of the Two Loaves offering of Shavuot. (In
other words, this reason is primarily associated with the Two Loaves offering, the
dairy aspect is secondary. And this doesn't really take into account having Lechem
Mishneh - two loaves - at each meal anyway.)
Some suggest that having a dairy dish and a meat dish is like the "two cooked
foods" of the Pesach Seder. Shavuot is not only its own Holiday; it is also the
culmination of Pesach - hence, "two foods" on Shavuot as well as Pesach. 
According to our tradition, Moshe Rabeinu was born on the 7th of Adar and was
successfully hidden by his parents for three months. It was on the future Shavuot
that baby Moshe was placed in the basket on the river and found by the daughter
of Par'o. Tradition further tells us that Moshe refused to nurse from an Egyptian
wetnurse. Hence, Miriam's suggestion that Yocheved, Moshe's mother, be hired to
nurse him. He, from whose mouth all of Israel learned Torah, could not drink
"mother's milk" from a non-Jew. We remember this with dairy dishes on the day of
Matan Torah. (Even though mother's milk is not dairy, the symbolism is there.)
It might also be suggested that the day of the receiving of the Torah is like the
birth of the Nation of Israel, and we have milk to symbolize the spiritual infancy of
the People of Israel. 
The Torah commands us to bring in the Beit HaMikdash a Mincha Chadasha
LaShem B'Shavu'oteichem. The initial letters of this phrase spell the word
MEICHALAV - "from milk".
Be it cheese blintzes, 1% cottage, yogurt with honey, cheesecake, lasagna, or ice
cream - dairy dishes on Shavuot provide us with much food for thought as well as
culinary pleasure. 
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Shavuot @ the OU Israel Center
Shabbat, Erev Yom Tov - 5:00pm

Shiur by Rabbi Sprecher - The Kabbala in Kabbalat Shabbat

Mincha at 6:00pm, followed by a Light Seuda Sh'lishit,
Divrei Torah followed by review of YaKNeHaZ (and more)

8:15pm - Yom Tov Maariv, Candle lighting (after Maariv)
FESTIVE MEAL (with advanced reservations only)

Shiurim throught the night
Each hour on the hour from 11:00pm

Rabbi Yaakov Moshe Poupko
Rabbi George Silfen

Rabbi Ephraim Sprecher
Rabbi Chanoch Yeres

Rabbi Y. Dov Krakowski
Refreshments throughout the night

Walk to Kotel (4:00am) or mini-shiur followed by Shacharit
(across the street or elsewhere by your choice)

Shiur on Yom Tov day (Sunday, 5:00pm) by Rabbi Sprecher
May Ruth say Kaddish for her gentile parents

Last call to reserve for the Yom Tov meal (meat) 140å p.p.
Call Ita Rochel at (02) 560-9125



Notes for Candle Lighting and Havdala
Before lighting candles for Shabbat, one
should light a 24 hr candle so that there will
be a flame to use for Yom Tov candle lighting,
the following evening, since it will then be
forbidden to strike a match.
Friday before Shabbat, candle lighting as
usual for Shabbat. See page 3 in TT for times -
earliest and regular.

Motza'ei Shabbat - Leil Yom Tov
At or after the time to the left under the title
'Candles' one should say BARUCH HAMAVDIL
BEIN KODESH L'KODESH (or daven Maariv and
say VATODI'EINU in the Amida).
Only then is one permitted to do any prepar-
ation for the Yom Tov meal. This includes that
which would be forbidden on Shabbat (e.g.
cooking) or even something not forbidden

Candles SHAVUOT Havdala

8:27* Yerushalayim / Maale Adumim 8:28
8:29* Az a area (Netivot, S'deirot, et al) 8:29
8:27* Gush Etz ion 8:28
8:30* Raanana / Tel Mond / Herz liya / Kf ar Saba 8:30
8:28* Beit Shemesh / RBS 8:29
8:31* Netanya 8:31
8:29* Modi'in / Chashmona'im 8:29
8:29* Rehovot 8:30
8:27* Be'er Sheva / Otniel 8:28
8:30* Petach Tikva 8:30
8:29* Ginot Shomron 8:30
8:28* Gush Shiloh 8:28
8:32* Haif a / Zichron 8:32
8:27* Chevron / Kiryat Arba 8:28
8:28* Giv'at Ze'ev 8:28
8:30* Ashkelon 8:30
8:30* Tz f at / Bik'at HaYarden 8:31
8:29* Yad Binyamin 8:29
8:30* Tel Aviv 8:30

(e.g. setting the table). Some women will light Yom Tov candles first thing after the time
and Baruch HaMavdil; others will wait for right before the meal.

Candle lighting for Yom Tov is L'HADLIK NEIR SHEL YOM TOV and epigdy.
Preferably, brachot should be said first and then light (rather than the usual Friday
way). Lighting is FROM A PRE-EXISTING FLAME ONLY and without extinguishing
the match or helper candle).
Havdala between Shabbat and Yom Tov is combined with Kiddush in what is called
YAKNEHAZ. That is an acronym for the order of brachot at Kiddush on Leil Yom Tov
which follows Shabbat. One fills a cup and begins with BOREI P'RI HAGAFEN. This is
followed by the Kiddush bracha, which ends with M'KADEISH YISRAEL V'HAZ'MANIM
- Next goes the bracha BOREI M'OREI HA'EISH on fire. One does NOT use a regular
havdala candle because we may not extinguish fire on Yom Tov. Either use the Yom
Tov candles (not necessary to bring two together for a torch-like flame) or one lights
(from an existing flame) a small (prepared in advance) havdala candle made of two
birthday candles or other small thin candles. Remember that whatever you use for
the fire-bracha will have to be in a safe place for it to go out on its own.

Then comes the Havdala bracha - in this case: HAMAVDIL BEIN KODESH L'KODESH.
And finally, one says SHEHECHEYANU.

For your convenience, we have included the text for YaKNeHaZ on the back of this
sheet.
On Sunday, after the time in the Havdala column above, one fills a cup with wine
and says BOREI P'RI HAGAFEN and HAMAVDIL BEIN KODESH L'CHOL only.



h"eile zayl zexp zwlcd
Ÿl'¡̀  'd dŸ ©̀  KExÄ¥d,ml̈Frd̈ K¤l ¤n Epi

,eiz̈F §v ¦n §A EpẄ §C ¦w x ¤W£̀
.zÄ ©W l ¤W x¥p wi ¦l §c ©d §l EpË ¦v §e

For
Shabbat

Ÿl'¡̀  'd dŸ ©̀  KExÄ¥d,ml̈Frd̈ K¤l ¤n Epi
,eiz̈F §v ¦n §A EpẄ §C ¦w x ¤W£̀

.aFh mFi l ¤W x¥p wi ¦l §c ©d §l EpË ¦v §e

Ÿl'¡̀  'd dŸ ©̀  KExÄ¥d,ml̈Frd̈ K¤l ¤n Epi
.d¤G ©d o ©n§G©l Ep«r̈i ¦B ¦d §e Ep«n̈ §I ¦w §e Ep«ï ¡g ¤d ¤W

For
Shavuot

§ii ¦zF` o¥pFg §Y ¤W ,i ©zFa£̀  i ¥dŸl'` ¥e i ©dŸl'¡̀  'd Li¤pẗ §N ¦n oFvẍ i ¦d
z ¤̀ §e (i ¦O ¦̀  z ¤̀ §e i ¦a ῭  z ¤̀ §e i ©zFp §A z ¤̀ §e i©pÄ z ¤̀ §e i ¦Wi ¦̀  z ¤̀ §e)
,mi ¦kEx£̀ ©e mi ¦aFh mi ¦I ©g l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i lk̈ §lE Epl̈ o ¥Y ¦z §e ,i ©aFx §w lM̈
dr̈EW §i z ©C ªw §t ¦l Ep ¥c §w §t ¦z §e ,dk̈ẍ §aE däFh oFx §k ¦f §a Ep ¥x §M §f ¦z §e
,Epi ¥YÄ mi ¦l §W ©z §e ,zFlFc §B zFkẍ §A Ep ¥k §xä §zE ,mi ¦n£g ©x §e
mi ¦pä i¥p §aE mi ¦pÄ l ¥C©b §l i ¦p ¥M©f §e .Epi¥pi¥A L §zp̈i ¦k §W o ¥M §W ©z §e
,z ¤n¡̀  i ¥W §p ©̀  ,mi ¦dŸl'¡̀  i ¥̀ §x ¦i ,'d i¥a£dF` ,mi ¦pFa §pE mi ¦nk̈ ©g
dẍFz §A ml̈Frd̈ z ¤̀  mi ¦xi ¦̀ §nE ,mi ¦w¥a §C 'd©A ,W ¤cŸw r ©x¤f
`P̈ ῭  .` ¥xFA ©d z ©cFa£r z¤k`¤l §n lk̈ §aE ,mi ¦aFh mi ¦U£r ©n §aE
l ¥gẍ dẅ §a ¦x §e dẍÜ zEk§f ¦A ,z Ÿ̀G ©d z¥rÄ i ¦zP̈ ¦g §Y z ¤̀  r ©n §W
x ¥̀ d̈ §e ,c¤rë ml̈Fr §l d¤A §k ¦i Ÿ̀N ¤W Ep ¥x¥p x ¥̀ d̈ §e ,Epi ¥zFO ¦̀  d ῭ ¥l §e

.dr̈ ¥WË ¦p §e Li¤pR̈ o ¥n ῭.



Kiddush/Havdala Combo
i ©zFA ©x §e op̈Ä ©x §e op̈ẍn̈ i ¦x §a ©q

.o ¤t«B̈ ©d i ¦x §R ` ¥xFA ,ml̈Frd̈ K¤l«¤n Epi«¥dŸl'¡̀  'd dŸ ©̀  KExÄ

lM̈ ¦n Ep«Ä x ©g«Ä x ¤W£̀  ,ml̈Frd̈ K¤l«¤n Epi«¥dŸl'¡̀  'd dŸ ©̀  KExÄ
'd Ep«l̈ o ¤Y ¦Y ©e .eiz̈Ÿe §v ¦n §A Ep «Ẅ §C ¦w §e ,oFWl̈ lM̈ ¦n Ep«n̈ §nFx §e mr̈
,oFUÜ §l mi¦P ©n §fE mi ¦B ©g ,dg̈ §n ¦U §l mi ¦c£rFn dä£d ©̀ §A Epi«¥dŸl'¡̀
,W ¤cŸ «w `ẍ §w ¦n Ep«¥zẍFY o ©Y ©n o ©n §f ,d¤G ©d zFr ªaẌ ©d b ©g mFi z ¤̀
lM̈ ¦n Ÿ §W «©C ¦w Ep«z̈F` §e Ÿ §x«©gä Ep«ä i ¦M .m ¦i «ẍ §v ¦n z ©̀ i ¦vi ¦l x ¤k«¥f
.Ep«Ÿ §l ©g §p ¦d oFUÜ §aE dg̈ §n ¦U §A L «¤W §cẅ i ¥c£rFnE ,mi ¦O©rd̈

.mi¦P ©n §G ©d §e l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i W ¥C ©w §n ,'d dŸ ©̀  KExÄ

.W ¥̀ d̈ i ¥xF` §n ` ¥xFA ,ml̈Frd̈ K¤l«¤n Epi«¥dŸl'¡̀  'd dŸ ©̀  KExÄ

W ¤cŸ «w oi ¥A li ¦c §a ©O ©d ,ml̈Frd̈ K¤l«¤n Epi«¥dŸl¡̀  ,ï §i dŸ ©̀  KExÄ
mFi oi ¥A ,mi ¦O©rl̈ l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i oi ¥A ,K ¤WŸ «g §l xF` oi ¥A ,lFg §l
z ©X ªc §w ¦l zÄ ©W z ©X ªc §w oi ¥A .d ¤U£r ©O ©d i ¥n §i z ¤W«¥W §l i ¦ri ¦a §X ©d
d ¤U£r ©O ©d i ¥n §i z ¤W«¥X ¦n i ¦ri ¦a §X ©d mFi z ¤̀ §e ,Ÿ §l «©C §a ¦d aFh mFi
.L«¤zẌ ªc §w ¦A l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i L §O©r z ¤̀  Ÿ §W «©C ¦w §e Ÿ §l «©C §a ¦d ,Ÿ §W «©C ¦w

.W ¤cŸ «w §l W ¤cŸ «w oi ¥A li ¦C §a ©O ©d ,'d dŸ ©̀  KExÄ

ÄxEK ©̀Ÿd d' ¡̀'Ÿl«¥dipE «¤n¤lK d̈rFl̈m,
¤W¤d¡g«ïpE §e¦w§I«n̈pE §e¦d¦Bi«r̈pE ©l§G©no ©d¤Gd.


