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Bilam was summoned by Balak Ben Tzipor to curse Bnei Yisrael since he felt threatened by them
that  Bnei Yisrael would conquer them as they did other nations. Bilam had a reputation for
cursing nations and thus causing them to be defeated by their enemies. Bilam was a Nabi of the
goyim as the pesukim reveal. ”And the spirit of Hashem came upon him“ – ותהי עליו רוח אלקים
, ׁשֹמֵעַ אמרי א-ל אשר מחזה ש-די יחזה - “He heard the words of Hashem & prophecy of Hashem
he saw”. Rashi explains why Hashem permitted prophecy amongst the goyim, especially with a
rasha; in order that the goyim in the future should not have a claim against Hashem saying, “You
gave the Jews a prophet to guide them, why didn’t you give us a prophet to guide us?”. Now that
they had a prophet, they had no excuse for acting against Hashem.
The question that everyone asks is, how could it be that one who Hashem spoke to and saw the
future through prophecy, could go against Hashem? The answer is, stubbornness, which is a trait
that does not permit one to see the Emet. Once one is set in his opinions & ways of life, it is almost
impossible to convince him otherwise.
By going through the Pesukim, we can see the obstinacy of Bilam. At first Balak sent his
messengers to Bilam, to hire him to curse Bnei Yisrael. His response to the messengers was,
“Wait here this evening & I will request permission from Hashem to go with you”. Hashem
replied, “Do not go with them to curse Bnei Yisrael since they are blessed”. He then told the
messengers that Hashem did not permit him to go with them. Rashi comments that when he was
talking to Hashem & was told, “Don’t go with them”, he said “Okay, I will curse them from here”.
Hashem then told him, “No”. Bilam then said, “Well I will bless them”. Hashem said, “They don’t
need your blessing, they are already blessed”. The messengers left and told Balak what
happened. Balak knew the greediness of Bilam & that he needed a lot of kabod, so he sent much
more dignified messengers to entice him with a fortune of money to pay him. Bilam now was
enticed, but still he needed the consent of Hashem. At this point Hashem told him, “If you are
interested in money then you can go with them, but be careful to say what I tell you”. The next
morning, bright & early, he was up harnessing his Aton – a female donkey. Hashem was furious
at him since his plan was to curse Bnei Yisrael. Now we begin to see the real stubbornness of
Bilam. Hashem sent a Malach to warn him not to continue. The Malach stood in front of the Aton
on the road holding a sword, and the aton swerved from the road into a (Continued on page 2)
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field. Bilam did not take the message & forced the aton back onto the
road. Rashi comments, this Malach was one of mercy, to stop him from

sinning & dying. Hashem then sent another Malach that stood in the middle of a narrow path with
a wall on both sides. The aton caused Bilam to injure his leg, by banging it into the wall. Here again
he did not take the message & became enraged at his aton and started to beat it. Hashem sent a
third Malach & here he stood on a path that the aton could not get through, and it backed down
to the ground. Again he became angered & hit the aton. Here was an astonishing miracle that
would have embarrassed anyone, his aton began to speak & told him “Didn’t I always serve you
faithfully in every way & this is how you treat me?” Bilam said, “If only I had a sword I would have
killed you”. The messengers of Balak were shocked at his foolishness, because Bilam was coming
to curse a whole nation & he could’t even deal with his aton.
All of this was to warn him to return and not curse Bnei Yisrael. Didn’t he see the Malach &
understand his warnings? Stubbornness, money, and honor, were the catalysts to Bilam’s own
failure & death.
We all have these signals from Hashem daily, especially when we are not serving Hashem
properly, but most of us dismiss them as just coincidental, not seeing that Hashem sent & brought
about this situation as a message. Don’t dismiss it, find out what this is all about! problems ,יסורין
in anyway are strong warning signs, dismissing them is urging Hashem to continue with them.
These are merciful acts to correct our improper deeds. A prominent Rabbi told us a story of a
wealthy businessman who went bankrupt. The Rabbi came to his office and saw him a shattered
man. He sat with him & told him, “There must have been a good reason that this happened,
Hashem loves you & is looking for something better for you to do”. The next year he saw him
smiling and pleasant. The Rabbi asked him what happened? The man told him, “I took your advice
& decided to dedicate more time to learning Torah. My business is successful & I found myself
instead of being a slave to my work I became a servant to Hashem”.
If we are stubborn in our ways, and refuse to see the merciful signs that Hashem shows us, we
will only be harming ourselves. By accepting upon ourselves the justness & goodness of Hashem's
actions, we will see that everything that Hashem does is for our benefit, and it will ultimately bring
blessings on us, our families, and Klal Yisrael.

Shabbat Shalom              HaRav Ezra Zafrani

(Continued from page 1)

Stories of Gedolim
The young boy woke up with  a start. Although not yet Bar-Mitzvah age, he still tried
his  best to daven shachrit with a minyan. Being that he had overslept, he would have
to attend the 8:00 minyan in the Forest Park Shul of Lakewood, NJ instead of his usual
7:00 minyan. The boy dressed quickly and hurried to shul. To his delight, an honored
guest was among the  mispalelim, the Rosh Yeshiva of Beth Medrash Govoha, Reb
Yeruchem Olshin shli”ta. The boy ran back home to grab his camera, and informed his
brothers of the guest so they too could join him to  catch the minyan.

A bris of one of R’ Yeruchem’s talmidim had been the cause of the visit. The whole shul
had been invited to participate in the simcha, so the boy and his brothers joined as
well. The boys tried their best to photograph the Rosh Yeshiva but to their dismay,
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BALANCE

Your ears aren't only your organs of hearing. They also help you
keep your balance. In your inner ear is a maze of bony chambers
called the bony labyrinth, which can be divided into three parts.
One section, known as your cochlea, is responsible for your sense
of hearing. The other two, however, contain your organs of balance.

Position of your head
Your first organ of balance detects the position of your head. It
consists of two sacs called the utricle and saccule. Within these
sacs are receptors called maculae. They are made of sensory hair cells covered by a gel-like cap with tiny crystals
inside. Whenever you tilt your head, gravity causes the crystals to slide to one side, creating a pull on the gel and
the sensory hairs. This triggers your hair cells to fire nerve impulses along your vestibular nerve to your brain.
Rotation of your head
Your second organ of balance detects rotational movements of your head. It consists of three fluid-filled loops
that are arranged at right angles to each other. Within each of these 'semicircular canals' is a receptor region
called crista ampullaris. It is made of hair cells covered by a gel-like cap. When you begin to rotate your head, the
fluid in the canals lags behind and moves in the opposite direction, thereby bending the gel-like cap. This
stimulates your hair cells, which, in turn, fire nerve impulses along your vestibular nerve to your brain.
Other balance sensors
To keep your balance, you don't only rely on the two sensory organs in your inner ear. Your eyes also deliver
important information about your body's position, as do receptors in your muscles and tendons. Called
'proprioreceptors', they detect how stretched your muscles, tendons and joints are. One takes for granted the
fact that he can stand erect and keep his balance. However, once one begins to study this subject he sees the
great wisdom of the Creator, Hakadosh Baruch Hu!

Rabbi Eliyahu Tobal

נפלאות הבורא
Hashems Amazing World

Stories of Gedolim cont… their view was partially  blocked. As the Rosh Yeshiva
left the hall, he noticed the three little boys who had

been so eager to get his picture. Although R’ Yeruchem had an extremely busy schedule,
he calmly called the boys over.

“Do you boys want to take a picture with me?” he asked. When they replied in the
affirmative he said, “Of course I want to take a picture with boys who learn Torah!”

The boys excitedly posed with the Rosh Yeshiva individually
and then R’ Yeruchem arranged them all together for a
group picture. R’ Yeruchem stroked their cheeks, shook
their hands and proceeded on with his day. The boys ran
home to tell their mother, and show her their precious
photographs. They then hung their special picture in their
room, a reminder of the amazing sensitivity that the Gadol
had shown to the feelings of three little boys.
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הליכות עולם
Weekly Halachot

Selecting from a Mixture (Week 7)
Filtering liquids on Shabbat

1. Water which is drinkable to most people may be
filtered on Shabbat. Therefore, one may use a filter to
filter water from the tap, since tap water is generally
drinkable without being filtered. However if tap
water in a certain place is unclean and must be
filtered before drinking one may not filter such water
on Shabbat.
2. Water that is infested with copepods may not be
filtered on Shabbat. However, if the infestation is
uncertain then some poskim permit one to filter it on
Shabbat.
3. One who does not like the taste of tap water but in
need will drink it, may filter it on Shabbat. However, if
he cannot drink it at all even in a pressing situation or
if it makes him sick he may not filter it on Shabbat.
4. One may filter orange juice to remove its pulp.
5. One may pour food and liquid into a sink that has a
filter that separates the food from the liquid before
going into the drain.

Using a tea bag on Shabbat / ברירה בשקית תה
One may put a tea bag in hot water (k’li shelishi) and
stir it on Shabbat. However, one may not dunk the tea
bag in and hold it over the cup so it can drip in. The
reason for this is that a tea bag serves as a filter to
separate tea liquid from its leaves which are borer. It
is therefore suggested to remove the tea bag with a
spoon.

Removing liquids from solid or solids from liquid
One may not use a filter to separate waste from a
liquid on Shabbat. Furthermore, even without a filter,
one may not remove waste that is mixed into a liquid.
However, one may separate liquid from its waste
under certain conditions; if the waste is on the
bottom of the bottle one may pour out its upper
liquids into another bottle and it is not borer since the
liquid was on top of the sediment and not mixed in.
However, liquid mixed within the sediment can be
removed only for immediate use.

 Wine
A bottle of wine that has sediment at its bottom can
be separated by pouring out the wine, however one
must be careful to stop pouring when the liquid
mixed within the sediment begins to drip out. This
may be done even if the wine will not be used
immediately because the wine that is separated was

never considered mixed with sediment. It is only the
final drops that drip out from the sediment that are
considered borer therefore one can only remove
those drops for immediate use

Coffee
Turkish coffee that has sediment at the bottom of the
cup may be separated by pouring it into another cup
up until the final drops that drip from its sediment.

Tuna fish
Canned Tuna fish mixed with oil or water, one may
pour out the liquid that is above the surface of the
tuna fish, yet one must be careful not to separate the
liquid that is mixed within the tuna fish which is
acknowledged when the liquid is slowly dripping as
opposed to flowing. It is therefore recommended to
either prepare the tuna fish from before Shabbat or
simply remove the tuna fish from the liquid with
spoon.

Peas
A pot of peas mixed with liquid, if the liquid is mixed
within the peas one may not remove its liquid rather
one may remove the peas from the pot for immediate
use.

Large foods mixed with liquid
Large food such as eggs mixed in water are not
considered mixed with regard to the prohibition of
borer therefore one may pour out all its liquid on
Shabbat.  Similarly, one may remove a matza ball from
soup even if it will be eaten at a later time.

Pickles
A pickle jar filled with pickles and brine, one may pour
out all the brine.

Roast beef
One may pour out all the juice from roast beef or
chicken.

Canned vegetables
Canned vegetables such as corn mixed with water,
one may pour out the water yet one must stop before
it begins to drip out. However, with large pieces such
as Chinese baby corn or beets one may pour out all its
liquid.

Rabbi Michael Levy


