
3  The Chazon Ish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 וגם את הגוי אשר יעבדו דן אנכי )טו:יד(
And also the nation that will enslave them, I will punish (15:14) 
The Mashgiach of Mir, Rebbe Yerucham, zt”l, said an amazing thing based 

on this Posuk: Look at the implication of these two words of HaKadosh Baruch 
Hu: “I will punish” [I will judge]; there were ten plagues in Egypt, fifty plagues by 
the sea, and some say that there were fifty plagues in Egypt and two hundred by 
the sea. How many blows were delivered to Egypt from the power of those two 
words: “I will punish”! Now, if we only had a little foresight to the benefit of the 
coming redemption, we would determine for ourselves how much goodness 
there will be for us then! (Umatok HaOhr) 
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 לכל זמן ועת
 

Avram was given the Mitzvah of Bris Milah at the age of ninety-nine (17:1). The 

Medrash Rabbah (46:2) explains that this was to enable every person to have hope that no 

matter how old they are they can still change their ways. Rav Leibele Eiger (Toras Emes) 

adds, we do not have any details regarding the time and date of Avraham’s Bris, and this is to  

teach us that every instant is opportune. We can choose  

any moment we like to enact change and enhance our  

lives. Similarly, we have no definitive time and date for  

receiving the Torah, as Shavuos does not have a date in  

the Torah, and it is only based on counting from the  

second day of Pesach. This shows that Torah learning is  

not restricted to particular days. One can choose to start  

learning and ‘receive’ the Torah any day and any time! 
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 The Rosh’s Guide to Life— Orchos Chaim L’HaRosh 
1. Distance yourself from Ga’avah— pride, arrogance, and haughtiness, 

as much as possible 
Rav Yechezkel Levenstein commented that the reason the Rosh began with this is 

because Ga’avah is the root and basis for all bad traits, and by removing pride from 

ourselves we can grow in all areas of good Middos. Pride is the greatest source of 

everything impure and it contains all the corrupting qualities of evil and Aveirah. The 

Ponovezher Rav commented that we find the topic of Ga’avah many times in Orchos 

Chaim, and this is because one of the main interests people have is their pride and honor. 

However, if one clings to this, he will not accomplish anything or grow very much in 

Ruchniyus. The Sefer Orchos Tzaddikim writes in the introduction to the first Sha’ar that 

Ga’avah is the door to many evils. Sefer Orach Yesharim comments that this is why 

distancing ourselves from pride must be the first step in one’s spiritual growth. The 

Ramban states that the opposite of Ga’avah is Anavah, humility and modesty, and this is 

the greatest of all Middos. When one removes pride from his heart, humility will 

immediately take its place. 

Rav Moshe Feinstein, zt”l, exemplified the Middah of humility. He was once 

walking down the sidewalk in the Lower East side of New York, when someone a short 

distance away started to call out to his friend who had the same name as the Gadol, 

“Moshe! Moshe!” Rav Moshe turned around as if it were he that was being called. Who 

would have the Chutzpah to call the Gadol Ha’dor, the great leader of the generation, by 

his first name? When Rav Moshe saw that someone else was being called, he turned back 

and continued on his way. It was clear that the man was calling his friend named Moshe, 

but it never entered Rav Moshe’s mind that the man was not calling him. Rav Moshe had 

reached such a great level of humility that it didn’t occur to him that no one would 

address him like that! 
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 B’Kitzur… Hilchos Tefilah 
If a mistake is found in a Sefer Torah and the word 

is still able to be read properly, however, the meaning is 

changed, for example like in Parashas Terumah, if 

instead of the word ''רחבו , the word  'רחבה' is written, 

this is considered a ‘serious error’ and the Torah may 

not be used for Laining. (Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 24:1) 
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 L’Maaseh      
Rav Reuven Karelenstein relates that there was once a Rav that 

gave a set Shiur, and a man would regularly attend that Shiur. This 

man was not yet Jewish, but he was preparing to become a Ger. He 

took the Shiur very seriously and never missed coming to it. It was 

clear that he was serious about becoming a true Ger with all his heart 

and soul. After many weeks had passed, this man approached the Rav 

and said that he changed his mind and he no longer desires to convert 

and accept on himself to be a Ger. The Rav said, “It is as you choose. 

There is nothing making you become a Ger and no one is forcing 

you. This totally has to be your decision.” The Rav did not want to 

push him as he knew the Halachah that one is not supposed to 

encourage someone to become a Ger unless he is just about to 

convert. But the Rav was curious and asked him what had changed 

with this person that made him change his mind. For such a long time 

he had been so serious about his pursuit to become Jewish. The man 

explained, “I will tell you what happened to me. I have been 

attending your Shiur regularly for a very long time, but I sometimes 

also go to another Shiur in a different part of the city, and this Shiur 

is in Gemara. To this day, after going to that Shiur for so long, I 

don’t understand a single word that has been taught. I thought that 

maybe this Shiur was taught on a very high level, and the topic 

material is too deep for me to understand yet, and that would have 

been fine with me. I know it takes time to grow in learning. However, 

sometimes young boys attend this Shiur as well, and they understand 

it very well! They ask good questions and they answer questions with 

good answers. Are these boy’s heads better than mine? And as hard 

as I tried, I could never get it. I have therefore come to the conclusion 

that I am not cut out for this, and the Torah is not suitable or 

appropriate for me. I understand your Shiur because it is about how 

Jews should act or about doing the Mitzvos, but if I can’t understand 

the Torah, what would I be converting for? Only to do Mitzvos and 

not to learn Torah? It seems to me that it is not for me.” The Rav said 

to him, “You have said something that is not for me to respond to 

you, as you need someone much greater than me to answer you. If 

you would like an answer to this, I suggest that you travel to Bnei 

Brak and ask one special Rav named Rav Chaim Kanievsky.” The 

man said that he would be interested in going to see him, but asked if 

this Rav would come along with him. The Rav agreed. They traveled 

together to see Rav Chaim, and the Rav said to Rav Chaim, “I give a 

Shiur, and this man that is with me is currently a goy, and he attends 

my Shiurim. However, aside from learning the Mitzvos, he desires to 

learn Torah. He very much wants to join the Jewish Nation with all 

his soul, but he thinks it is not for him because he doesn’t understand 

a word of a simple Torah Shiur.” Rav Chaim said to the man, “How 

can you expect to understand Torah? You have no teacher!” The Rav 

was surprised and said that he was one of this man’s teachers. Rav 

Chaim explained. “For Am Yisroel there is a Teacher. Moshe 

accepted the Torah on Har Sinai and Hashem revealed Himself to us, 

and to this day, Hashem continues to be the Teacher to each person 

through all the generations. This is the meaning of the Brachah, 

Baruch Atah Hashem HaMelameid Torah, because Hashem is the 

Teacher. However, who is Hashem the teacher for? This is only 

L’Amo Yisroel, for the Jewish people. Whoever is not part of Yisroel, 

Hashem is not his Teacher.” Rav Chaim said to the man, “If this is 

so, why is it a wonder that you don’t understand the learning? You 

have no Teacher to explain it to you. When the time comes and you 

become a Ger, you will be part of Am Yisroel. At that time you will 

have a Teacher and you will understand, because Hashem Himself 

will be teaching you!” 
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 בס"ד

Sefer Yechi Reuvein writes that we learn in the Mishnah in Avos: 

Rabbi Chalafta Ish Kfar Chananya says that when ten people sit and learn 

Torah, the Shechinah of Hashem dwells among them. The same is true if 

five people are learning, three people are learning, two people are 

learning together and even one person learning by himself. This is not 

just a figure of speech or a nice piece of advice, but this Mishnah is 

teaching us that when we learn Torah, the Shechinah of Hashem is 

actually opposite us! We have to internalize what Chazal have taught us 

in this Mishnah and make it real for us, that when we learn Torah we are 

in the presence of Hashem. What does the Shechinah do while we learn? 

The answer is taught in Tanna D’vei Eliyahu, that when a person learns 

Torah, HaKadosh Baruch Hu teaches him that Torah as he learns it! If 

one is reading the words of this Dvar Torah, the Shechinah of Hashem is 

with them teaching the very material they are learning at this moment! It 

is for this reason that one should try very hard to not interrupt his 

learning, like it says in the Gemara in Chagigah, ‘one who interrupts his 

learning and talks about nonsense in the middle of his learning, he should 

be fed burning coals.’ This is because Hashem is sitting opposite him and 

teaching him the material at that time that he is learning Torah. We know 

this is so because we say the Brachah in Birchas HaTorah: Baruch Atah 

Hashem HaMelameid Torah L’Amo Yisroel, Hashem Who teaches 
Torah to Klal Yisroel. How can one interrupt his learning when Hashem 

is teaching him at that very moment?  
 

       The Siddur Speaks 

A Closer Look at Davening 

V’halachtah B’drachav 
The Ways of Hashem 
Working on our Middos 

Rebbe Mordechai of Zvhil, zt”l, was known for the power of his 

Brachos, even when he was still young and did not yet have a very large 

following as a Rebbe. One time, someone who was suffering an illness 

came to visit him and asked for a Brachah for a Refuah Sheleimah, and 

gave him a large amount of money. Rebbe Mordechai gave him a 

Brachah, and shortly afterwards, the man was healed. Thirty years later, 

that man’s illness returned to him. By that time, Rebbe Mordechai was 

known as the Zvhiller Rebbe. The man once again took a lot of money 

and went to get a Brachah from the Rebbe, and requested that the Rebbe 

please Daven on his behalf. The Rebbe replied, “I have a suggestion for 

you. I know someone who is struggling because he is very poor. Why 

don’t you take the money you are offering me and give it to him instead? 

He will also Daven for you, and with Hashem’s help, you will have a 

complete recovery.” The man said, “Rebbe, thirty years ago, I was sick 

with the same illness, and my Refuah came when I gave money to you 

and you Davened for me, and now I would like to do the same thing and 

give you money again.” The Zvhiler Rebbe responded, “Thirty years ago, 

I was a very poor man myself. When you gave me the money back then 

and had a complete recovery, it was in the merit of giving Tzedakah that 

you were healed. But now, Baruch Hashem, I don’t need the money. 

Therefore, I advise you to give your money to the poor. The merit of 

giving Tzedakah will surely help you recover once again, and I will 

surely Daven for you again!” The man listened as he was advised by the 
Rebbe, and shortly after, he was completely healed! 
 


