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Being chased by bandits, a man stops short at the edge of a deep ravine.  The other 

side is at least twenty feet away.  From the dust rising behind him, he knows that 
the outlaws will be there any moment.  With no way out and nowhere else to go, he 
raises his eyes heavenward and says, “I don’t know what to do.  Oh L-rd, please give 

me a sign!”   

Suddenly, a fiery hand appears and, with a fiery pen, scrawls the word “J-U-M-P!” in 

large fiery letters over the ravine. 

The man looks down into the deep ravine, then behind him at the cloud of dust 
growing ever-larger.  Then he lifts his eyes again and cries:  

“Oh L-rd – give me ANOTHER sign!” 

As children, we are taught that when the cloud moved through the Sinai desert, the Jewish 
People moved.  When it stopped, they stopped.  It seems pretty straightforward, and could be 
clearly understood, as the verse writes, that they traveled and camped by G-d’s command.   

However, the Midrash says it was not that simple.  When it was time to travel, the cloud would 
fold up over the tribe of Yehuda (the tribe which traveled at the head of the Jewish formation) in 
the shape of a beam.  Then the Jews sounded trumpets, and the cloud remained in place until 
Moshe said, “Arise HaShem, and let your enemies be scattered.” Only then did it move. 

Similarly, when it was time to encamp, the cloud shifted and rose over the tribe of Yehuda.  Yet, 
it did not spread out in the form of a tent or shelter until Moshe said, “Reside tranquilly, 
HaShem, among the myriad thousands of Israel.”  Once again, the cloud, representative of 
HaShem’s presence, waited for Moshe’s intervention, yet is referred to as “the word of G-d.”   

The message here is that G-d’s signs and messages to us are not always clear, and we need to 
seek guidance from our Torah leaders, those sages who have plumbed the depths of HaShem’s 
Torah, live according to it, and love us dearly, as did Moshe Rabbeinu.   

Even when we think we understand the signs, as the Jews undoubtedly did when they saw the 
cloud changing formation, we cannot believe we have final say and complete insight.  As Chazal 
say, “Listen to the Sages even when they tell you your right is your left.”  This means that 
though something may seem obvious to us, we may be wrong. 

In our lives, HaShem sends us signs and signals all the time.  The test is how we interpret 
them.  For example, we may find out about an opportunity to make a killing in business.  
Clearly HaShem sent it our way so we might benefit.  Of course, He might also have sent it as a 
test to see if we will give up the deal to remain honest.   

It may be a simple verse in the Torah which we think we understand, and perhaps disagree 
with, because it seems unkind or “unJewish.” The message we learn from this unusual 
behavior of the cloud is that when we see “signs” from HaShem, we must view them through 
the perspective of Torah and guidance from our Torah leaders, just as they did in the desert. 

Dear Rabbi, 

 



I am troubled by a section of Tehillim. In Chapter 109, verses 8-12, it seems that King David is cursing 
King Saul. Is that really the type of message we want to send when asking G-d for mercy for a sick 
person? Shouldn't we save curses for our enemies and not 
for fellow Jews? Should I just skip this section when praying? 

- Alan 

Dear Alan, 

Thank you so much for asking. 

First of all, do not skip something you don't like. You should 
always say ALL the words of Tehillim. These divinely-inspired 
words contain the cries of the hearts of all Israel. If you have a question about the appropriateness of a 
verse, understand that once a book has been canonized into the 24 books of Tanach, it means it came 
from G-d and is unimpeachable. 

Now, to your question about the verses in which Dovid seems to be cursing Saul. Thankfully, HaShem has 
sent us great teachers who elucidate the true meaning of the words! 

Rashi explains this chapter to be referring to Esav, the Western kingdom which has sought to harm the 
Jews since Yaakov and Esav were born. As you said, curses should be against our enemies and not our 
brethren. 

The Malbim, who DOES say this chapter refers to King Saul, clarifies that these were not King Dovid’s 
requests to HaShem to punish King Saul, but rather a recounting of the curses that had been hurled at 
HIM by the people of King Saul’s entourage. 

By recounting the degradation he suffered, he was casting his lot upon HaShem to be kind to him and do 
whatever needed to be done. 

So, recite the Tehillim with a full heart, and know that nothing in Torah should be taken at face value. 
That is why the Oral Law was given at Sinai, so we can understand what the texts REALLY mean. 

At the end of our Parsha, Miriam, sister of Moshe, gets tzara’as (a spiritual skin disease) for 
speaking of Moshe as being “like the rest of us.” The sin was in demeaning his holy stature and not 
recognizing his uniqueness.  Moshe responded by praying: “G-d, please, heal her please.” He said 
just 5 words, but we learn much from them. 

First, normally one praying for the ill mentions the person’s name and his/her mother’s name.  
However, in the presence of the sick person, one need not mention the name. 

Secondly, says Rashi, we learn that before one asks for something, he should say a few words of 
praise. 

Also, Rashi says that Moshe had to pray a short prayer lest people say, “When his sister is in 
trouble, he does nothing about it, but just stands in prayer.”  Alternatively, they might say, “Look, 
for his sister he prays a long time but if it was one of us, he wouldn’t give it that much attention.” 

From this we learn that we should do what must be done in each circumstance, while being 
sensitive to the impression of others.   

It should not dissuade us from carrying out our mission, but if we can accomplish it without giving 
people room to judge us unfavorably, it is proper to do so. 

Want to sign up to get this Shabbos Table Talk each week?  E-mail us at DoItForDovid@Gmail.com. 

DON’T JUDGE EACH DAY BY THE HARVEST YOU REAP, BUT BY THE SEEDS THAT YOU PLANT. 


