
3  The Chazon Ish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ובדבר הזה תאריכו ימים )לב:מז(
And through this matter shall you prolong your days (32:47) 

The Shach states, sometimes a man will go to a Torah Shiur [class, 
discourse] and he will not understand anything that the one giving 
the Shiur is saying. However, there is a guarantee as it states 
(Mishlei 4:22): 'כי חיים הם למצאיהם ולכל בשרו מרפא' – ‘For they are life to 
he who finds them, and healing for all his flesh.’ Do not read it 
as 'מצאיהם' , ‘who finds them’, rather, read it as  who states‘ , 'למוציאהם'
them’, with his mouth, even if one just says the words verbally – one 
merits life. This is hinted at in this Posuk, ‘and through this matter’ – just 
saying the words, even without understanding what is taught, ‘shall you 
prolong your days’ – you will merit long life. (Umatok HaOhr) 
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ועתלכל זמן   
 

Moshe warned the Nation to remember 

their experience in the Midbar and to teach it to 

their children (32:46). Rav Shimon Sofer 

explains that Moshe was cautioning the Nation 

that in the Midbar it was easy to see Hashem’s 

interaction in their lives with the Monn and 

their ease of Mitzvah observance. However, 

once they would enter Eretz Yisroel, they would 

be responsible to work to earn their food and 

they would face the challenges of daily life. 

Therefore, they had to teach their children of 

this special time that they had in the Midbar, 

and that if a person actually follows the way of 

Hashem, He will provide for them just as He 

provided for the Nation in the Midbar. 
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Rabbi Paysach Krohn describes how when Rav Tuvya Goldstien and his friends 

were young, they were ready to sacrifice their lives for Shabbos. The story takes 

place in a Russian labor camp, in 1943. Rav Tuvya and some Yeshivah Bachurim 

were imprisoned in the camp, and were forced to work even on Shabbos. Their job 

was to take chopped tree trunks and branches and carry them to a nearby river. One 

Shabbos afternoon, the supervisor brought the group to the work area, and told them 

that he would return in three hours to check on their progress. The Bachurim 

thought they would be left unobserved, but the supervisor went to the top of a 

nearby hill and secretly watched them, and what he saw made him very angry.    

Rav Tuvya and his friends felt that if they had to work on Shabbos, they should at 

least minimize the Chilul Shabbos as much as possible. They therefore decided to 

implement two Halachic concepts. One, if two people carry an item that is usually 

carried by one person, it is a Rabbinic violation, not a Torah violation, and second, 

carrying less than four Amos at a time. This too is an Aveirah M’DiRabbanan, not a 

D’Oraysa. All afternoon, Rav Tuvya and his friends carried all the small twigs in 

this manner, two people holding them, walking three Amos at a time until they got 

to the river. The supervisor was furious and he put them all on trial, accusing them 

of sabotaging their war efforts against the enemy. When one of the Bachurim tried 

to defend their actions on religious grounds, the judges did not believe them, and 

called them traitors and spies, and they were taken to jail. Rav Tuvya and the boys 

decided to say Viduy, believing they would not live to see the next day.  
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       B’Kitzur… 
      A Quick Look at Hilchos Tefilah 

If someone happens to be Davening in a 

place without a Sefer Torah, and it is a time for 

Laining, he should read the Laining out loud 

from a Chumash, and everyone else should 

follow along. This is so that the idea of Laining 

not be forgotten. (Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 23:29) 
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Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
Towards the end of his life, Rav Moshe Mordechai Biderman, zt”l, the Lelover Rebbe, 

suffered a tremendous amount of pain, though he never complained about it. His 

doctors could not understand how he could bear it silently, without crying out, and they 

asked him how he was able to do it. His explanation was simple. “If one keeps in mind 

that everything comes from Hashem and that everything that happens reflects Hashem’s 

will, then one can learn to tolerate anything. Furthermore, I wholeheartedly believe that 

Moshiach will arrive at any moment and all pain will disappear. Since I know that my 

suffering will last only seconds longer, it is easy to tolerate!” (Glimpses of Greatness) 
 

Rabbeinu Yonah writes Sefer Sha’arei Teshuvah (3:54), “Man is obligated to come 

up with good and proper counsel that can help his friend. This is one of the primary 

ways of doing Chesed.” There are several ways of helping others and Rabbeinu Yonah 

teaches that one of these ways is by offering counsel and advice to those who might need 

it. The Chazon Ish spent a lot of time guiding people and offering counsel. Someone 

once asked him, “Wouldn’t it be better to learn Torah in this time, than to spend so much 

time talking with other people?” He replied, “If I were wealthy, I would spend time 

distributing money. But I’m not wealthy, so I help people by offering advice when they 

would like it.” Reb Chaim of Brisk also used to speak with people, offering his counsel. 

There was a wealthy person who would speak with Reb Chaim every day, seeking his 

advice as to how he should conduct his business. In a similar way, to some extent, 

everyone can help others like this as well, by giving good advice when we can. If one 

knows something that can help others, it is an obligation to share it! 
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As the judges took turns lecturing their audience 

about the great war efforts of the Soviet Union, they 

suddenly stood up as a group of six men from the 

Moscow Interior Central Committee entered the room. 

They usually came once a year to check on the 

conditions of the laborers, but there was no purpose 

for them to come at night, as no one worked at night. 

Why were they here now? The presiding judge, 

seeking to make a favorable impression on his 

superiors, had the supervisor repeat his argument that 

the Bachurim were traitors, and the Moscow officials 

seemed to be pleased, except for one, who stared 

ahead without emotion. He asked permission to speak 

with the boys privately. When the Bachurim entered 

the room with the official, they stood stiffly at 

attention, not knowing what to expect. The officer 

said, “Gut Voch”, and then reassured them that he 

was a Yid. The boys immediately tried to explain their 

story as best as they could, and then the officer told 

them his story. “I am a Jew, but I am also a 

Communist. Before my mother died, she told me that 

she wanted to be able to die in peace, and made me 

promise that someday I will help a religious Jew. I 

believe that now is the time to fulfill my promise, 

because it was a power beyond my control that 

brought me here to you. We never come to these 

camps after dark, but tonight, our car broke down on a 

nearby road. We had no idea where we could stay 

overnight, until we saw the lights of this auditorium. 

We walked over here, right in the middle of your 

trial.” He told the boys, “When we return to them, let 

me speak on your behalf. I will take care of you.” 

When they returned, the officer addressed the judge, 

“You insist that these people are traitors, but how 

have they been working until now?” The supervisor 

quietly said, “Until now they have been loyal.” The 

officer glared at him and the supervisor added, “I 

don't know what happened to them today. In fact, just 

this past Thursday night they were the only ones who 

volunteered to help with a late-night delivery of heavy 

chains.” The officer said, “It is my impression that 

these boys are extremely loyal in our fight against the 

enemy. It’s obvious that just today they changed their 

work habits because of this religion of theirs. It is also 

my impression, just by looking at them, that these 

workers are not being given the amount of food that 

they need. How can they produce effectively when 

they are only given meager portions? Their rations 

must be increased, and then they will be able to work 

even better!” The case was dismissed and no 

punishments were given out! Rav Tuvya finished this 

story and said, smiling with pleasure, “I lived through 

a miracle in which we were saved from imminent 

danger and saw the hidden hand of Hashem revealed! 

It was nothing short of an outright miracle!” 
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 בס"ד

Rav Refael Hillel, zt”l, taught that if you look at the 19 Brachos of Shemoneh Esrei, 

there are many Nuschaos, versions, to these Brachos. There is Nusach Sfard, Nusach 

Ashenaz, Nusach HaAri, and Nusach Teiman, and all of the versions have their roots and 

origins in holiness, and they are all correct for those who follow them. Even in the first 

Brachah of Avos, the first Brachah of Shemoneh Esrei, there are variations. The 

Ashkenazim say V’Koneh Ha’kol, and the Sfarding say Koneh Ha’kol. There is only one 

Brachah in the entire Shemoneh Esrei that there is no dispute over, and all the versions 

have it the exact same way, and that is the Brachah of Hashiveinu. We say: Hashiveinu 

Avinu L’Sorasecha, Bring us back, our Father, to Your Torah, V’Karveinu Malkeinu 

LaAvodasecha, and bring us near, our King, to Your service, V’Hachazireinu BiSeshuva 

Sheleima Lifanecha, and return us in perfect Teshuvah before You. Baruch Atah 

Hashem, HaRotzeh BiSeshuvah, Blessed are You Hashem, Who desires Teshuvah. This 

Brachah is the same for everyone because it discusses things that are the same for 

everyone- the Torah, doing Teshuvah, and everyone together doing Avodah, Service, 

before Hashem. Also, when we request to learn Torah, we say Hashiveinu Avinu 

L’Sorasecha, that You Hashem, our Father, should bring us back to Torah. There is no 

other mention of Avinu, our Father, in the rest of Shemoneh Esrei, except for the Brachah 

of Sim Shalom where we say, Barcheinu Avinu Kulanu K’Echad, Bentch us, our Father, 

all of us as one, and even there we mention the Torah, Ki B’Ohr Panecha Nasata Lanu 

Hashem Elokeinu Toras Chaim, V’Ahavas Chesed, because with the light of Your face, 

Hashem, You gave us the Torah of life and a love of kindness. In all the rest of the 

Brachos, we don’t see the word Avinu. Not in Refaeinu, or in Bareich Aleinu. Only in 

Hashiveinu and Sim Shalom when it appears next to a mention about the Torah. Why is 

this? The Rishonim explain that when we turn to the Ribbono Shel Olam and make a 

request for Torah, we are saying, “You, Hashem, are our Father, and the Halachah is 

that a father is obligated to teach his son Torah.” Therefore, we say Hashiveinu Avinu 

L’Sorasecha, bring us back, our Father, to Your Torah! 
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