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It was the first night of Chanukah. Outside a 

snowstorm raged, but inside it was tranquil 

and warm. The Rebbe Reb Boruch of 

Mezhibuz, grandson of the Baal Shem Tov, 

stood in front of the menorah, surrounded by 

a crowd of his chassidim. He recited the 

blessing with great devotion, lit the single 

mitzvah candle, set the shamus candle in its 

designated place, and began to sing 

"HaNairos Halalu." His face radiated holiness 

and joy; the awed chassidim stared intently at 

him.  The flame of the candle was burning 

strongly. Rebbe and chassidim sat nearby and 

sang "Maoz Tsur" and other Chanukah songs. 

All of a sudden, the candle began to flicker 

and leap wildly, even though there wasn't the 

slightest breeze in the house. It was as if it 

were dancing. Or struggling. And then, it 

disappeared!  It didn't blow out-there was no 

smoke - it just was not there anymore. It was 

as if it flew off somewhere else. The Rebbe 

himself seemed lost in thought. His attendant 

went over to re-light the wick, but the Rebbe 

waved him off.  He motioned to the chassidim 

to continue singing. Several times, between 

tunes, the Rebbe spoke inspiring words of 

Torah. The evening passed delightfully, and 

the chassidim present had all but forgotten the 
disappearing Chanukah candle. 

It was nearly midnight when the harsh screech 

of carriage wheels grating on the snow and ice 

exploded the tranquility. The door burst open 

and in came a chassid who hailed from a 

distant village. His appearance was shocking. 

His clothes were ripped and filthy, and his 

face was puffy and bleeding. And yet, in stark 

contrast to his physical state, his eyes were 

sparkling and his features shone with great 

joy.  He sat down at the table, and with all 

eyes upon him, began to speak excitedly. 

"This isn't the first time I came to Mezhibuz 

by the forest route, and I know the way very 

well. But there was a terrible snow storm this 

week, which greatly slowed my progress. I 

began to worry that I wouldn't get here to be 

with the Rebbe for the first night of 

Chanukah. The thought disturbed me so 

much, I decided not to wait out the storm, but 

to plod ahead and travel day and night, in the 

hope that I could reach my destination on 

time.  That was a foolish idea, I must admit, 

but I didn't realize that until too late. Last 

night, I ran into a gang of bandits, who were 

quite pleased to encounter me. They figured if 

I was out in this weather, at night, alone, I 

must be a wealthy merchant whose business 

could not brook delay. They demanded I 

surrender to them all of my money.  I 

endeavored to explain, I pleaded with them, 
but they absolutely refused to believe I had no  

 

money. They seized the reins of my horses, 

and leapt on my wagon. They sat themselves 

on either side of me to keep me under close 

surveillance, and then drove me and my wagon 
off to meet their chief to decide my fate. 

"While they waited for their leader to arrive, 

they questioned and cross-examined me in 

great detail, searched me and the wagon, and 

beat me, trying to elicit the secret of where I 

had hidden my money. I had nothing to tell 

them except the truth, and that they weren't 

prepared to accept.   After hours of this torture, 

they bound me and threw me, injured and 

exhausted, into a dark cellar. I was bleeding 

from the wounds they inflicted, and my whole 

body ached in pain. I lay there until the 

evening, when the gang leader came to speak 

with me.  I tried to the best of my ability to 

describe to him the great joy of being in the 

Rebbe's presence, and how it was so important 

to me to get to the Rebbe by the start of the 

holiday that it was worth it to endanger myself 

by traveling at night.  It seems that my words 

made an impression in him, or else he was 

persuaded by my adamancy even under 

torture. But whichever it was, thank G-d he 

released me from the handcuffs, saying:  'I 

sense that your faith in G-d is strong and your 

longing to be with your Rebbe is genuine and 

intense. Now we shall see if this is the truth. I 

shall let you go, but you should know that the 

way is extremely dangerous. Even the most 

rugged people never venture into the heart of 

the forest alone, only in groups, and especially 

not in a storm and at night. You can leave and 

try your luck. And I am telling you, if you get 

through the forest and the other terrible 

conditions safely, unharmed by the ferocious 

wild beasts or anything else, then I will break 

up my gang and reform my ways.  If you 

actually reach the outskirts of the city, then 

throw your handkerchief into the ditch next to 

the road, behind the signpost there. One of my 

men will be waiting, and that is how I will 

know that you made it.' 

"I then became terrified all over again. The hardships 

I had already endured were seared into my soul, and 

now even more frightening nightmares awaited me. 

But when I thought about how wonderful it is to be 

with the Rebbe at the menorah lighting, I shook off 

all my apprehensions and resolved not to delay 

another moment. My horse was returned to me and I 

set off on my way.  There was total darkness all 

around. I could hear the cries of the forest animals, 

and they sounded close. I feared that I was 

surrounded by a pack of vicious wolves.   I crouched 

down over my horse's neck and spurred him on. He 

refused to move in the pitch blackness. I lashed him. 

He didn't budge.  I had no idea what to do. At that 

moment, a small light flickered in front of the 

carriage. The horse stepped eagerly towards it. The 

light advanced. The horse followed. All along the 

way, the wild animals fled from us, as if the tiny 

dancing flame was driving them away.  We followed 

that flame all the way here. I kept my end of the 

bargain and threw my handkerchief at the designated 

place. Who knows? Perhaps those cruel bandits will 
change their ways, all in the merit of that little light." 

It was only then that the chassidim noticed the 

Rebbe's Chanukah candle had returned! There it was, 

burning in the elaborate menorah, its flame as 

strongly and pure as if it had just been lit.  With the 

conclusion of their comrade's story, the chassidim 

were finally able to understand the mysterious 

disappearance of the Chanukah light of the Rebbe 
Reb Boruch. 

[Translated and retold by Yrachmiel Tilles from 

Sichos HaShavuah #53 (and first published in Kfar 

Chabad Magazine).                                      

Biographical note:  Rabbi Boruch [1753 - 18 

Kislev, 1811] of Mezhibuz, the town of the Baal 

Shem Tov, was the son of R. Yechiel Ashkenazi and 

Adel, the daughter of the Baal Shem Tov. He was 

one of the pre-eminent Rebbes in the generation of 

the disciples of the Maggid of Mezritch and had 
thousands of Chassidim. 

Yerachmiel Tilles is the director of the 

AscentOfSafed.com and KabbalaOnline.org 

websites. His mailing list of 900+ weekly stories 

(editor@ascentofsafed.com) is now in its 19th year. 

“Saturday Night, Full Moon,” the first of a 3-volume 

series of his best stories, is now available in Tzefat at 

Ascent and KabbalaOnline-shop.com, from the 

publishers in Jerusalem, Menorah-Books.com, and in 

Jewish bookstores world-wide.] 

 

  

The Disappearing Candle 

Shabbat  T imes –  Miketz  

 Candlelighting Motze Shabbat 

Jerusalem 4:01 5:15 

Tel Aviv 4:18 5:17 

Haifa 4:07 5:14 

Beer Sheva 4:19 5:18 

 

  

 



And Pharaoh said to Joseph, "See, I 
have set you in charge over all the land 
of Egypt" (Gen. 41:14-41) 

The Jewish people is presently in 
the dungeon of a harsh and bitter 
exile; for many years we have 
been bound and fettered by its 
shackles. But just as Joseph went 
directly from confinement to 
rulership, so, too, our whole 
nation will speedily leave the 
prison of exile and 
simultaneously ascend to the 
status of royalty with the full and 
Final Redemption.                     

(The Lubavitcher Rebbe, Sichot 
Kodesh, 28 Kislev, 5750) 

They bowed before him...and he made 
himself strange (Gen. 42:6,7) 

It was not out of malice that 

Suddenly, seven fat, handsome cows 
emerged from the Nile... Then, just as 
suddenly, seven other cows emerged after 
them, very badly formed and emaciated. 
(Gen. 41:18-19) 

Pharoah's dream, in which he 
dreamt of two opposites, is like 
the exile. In exile we are faced 
with opposites all the time. One 
minute we pursue eternal, spiritual 
goals and the next minute we want 
things that are mundane and 
transitory. When the Redemption 
comes we will no longer feel this 
dichotomy. We will see how the 
purpose of everything in the world 
is purely for holiness and G-
dliness.                                                      

(The Lubavitcher Rebbe) 

Pharaoh sent and summoned Joseph, 
and they rushed him from the dungeon... 

h o m e @ C h a b a d C a r d o . o r g  

In this week's Torah portion of Mikeitz 
we read that Jacob reluctantly acceded to 
his sons' request that they be allowed to 
return to Egypt together with their 
youngest brother, Benjamin. The viceroy, 
whom they did not recognize as their 
brother, Josef, had ordered them not to 
return to Egypt for more grain unless they 
brought Benjamin. Jacob's reply to his 
sons was: "May G-d, Alm-ghty grant that 
the man have pity on you and release your 
other brother and Benjamin." 

Jacob's fear and trepidation was greater 
than that of his children. Although they, 
too, were aware that this whole event had 
unfortunate undertones, as they 
themselves said, "We deserve to be 
punished because of what we did to our 
brother...that is why this great misfortune 
has come upon us," nevertheless, they 
looked upon it as a personal misfortune. 

Jacob, however, saw this event as a 
continuation of his previous hardships. 
Jacob viewed all events that transpired 
with, or were related to, him as a "sign" 
and forerunner of events that will occur 
with later Jewish generations.   

The tribes, however, were only able to 

view them in terms of a personal 
misfortune.   

Since Jacob was on a far superior spiritual 
plane than the tribes, he was able to see 
these events as they transcended the 
boundaries of nature. 

This closely relates to the festival of 
Chanuka. Although the events 
surrounding Chanuka actually came about 
through miraculous means, superficially 
one may think that these miracles were 
bounded by nature. One my be led to 
think so, because the salvation of the 
Jewish people and their deliverance from 
the hands of the Syrian-Greeks involved 
actual physical warfare. 

completely within the realm of nature, he 
should not think that one's only response 
is the natural. His actions must always be 
preceded by prayer to G-d that he should 
succeed in his actions. 

When a Jew acts in this manner he merits 
to see the miracles that are clothed in the 
garments of nature, the miracles that 
totally transcend nature, and ultimately, 
the miracles that will be revealed with the 
coming of our Righteous Moshiach. 

Adapted from the teachings of the Lubavitcher 
Rebbe; Shabbos Table and From our Sages 
reprinted from www.LchaimWeekly.org - LYO 
/ NYC) 

 

 

 

In the beginning of this week's Torah 
portion, Vayeishev, we read about 
Joseph's two dreams, both of which 
revolved around the same theme: that 
Joseph would one day rule over his 
brothers.  

Next week, in Mikeitz, the Torah 
relates the two dreams of Pharaoh, which 
also shared a common message.  

There, however, the Torah tells us that 
the reason Pharaoh had two similar 
dreams was to emphasize that G-d was 
about to fulfill them imminently.  

No reason is given for the repetition 
of Joseph's dreams; we must therefore 
conclude that although the two dreams 
shared a common theme, each one 
alluded to a different matter.  

Let us now compare and contrast the 
dreams of Joseph and Pharaoh in order to 
obtain a better understanding of them.  

In Joseph's first dream his brothers' 
sheaves of grain were bowing down to 
his, alluding to the physical plane of 
existence - ("And behold, your sheaves 
placed themselves round about, and 
bowed down to my sheaf.") His second 
dream involved "the sun and moon and 
the eleven stars," alluding to celestial and 
heavenly matters. 

 In other words, Joseph's second 
dream represented an ascent from the 
material realm to the realm of the 
spiritual.  

Both of Pharaoh's dreams, however, 
referred to the physical plane. 

 The first dream involved the animal 
kingdom (the seven cows), and the 
second dream pertained to the lower level 
of plants (the seven ears of corn). 

 Neither of Pharaoh's dreams had 
anything to do with higher spiritual 
matters at all.  

This underscores the essential 
difference between the Jewish people and 

SUPERNATURAL AWARENESS 

 

 

 

In truth, the victory involved 
nothing less that miracles that 
completely went beyond the realm 
of nature. The reason for this is that 
the victorious Jews overcame vastly 
superior odds - "the mighty into the 
hands of the weak, the many into 
the hands of the few..." (from the 
Chanuka Al HaNisim prayer). 

Whenever a Jew engages in 
something, even if it seems to be 

 

A Love for Torah 
Reb Binyomin Klein relates: “As a mazkir 
(secretary), I saw the Rebbe's love for seforim 
(books). Whenever we would bring in a new 
sefer, the Rebbe would stop all that he was 
doing, and read the sefer from cover to cover.  In 
fact, this often left us in a predicament. We 
would have letters regarding health matters, 
shidduchim awaiting approval, etc., and a new 
sefer that came in. If we would hand in the 
sefer, we knew that it would hold up the Rebbe, 
but our job was to hand in whatever came in. 
And so, we would watch the scene repeat itself; 
the Rebbe would take the sefer, and not let go 
until he finished going through it. I distinctly 
remember once being called into the Rebbe's 
room at 3:05 pm, and on my way, a renowned 
Rov presented me with a new sefer. As 
expected, the Rebbe immediately took it and 
began learning.  Ten minutes later, the Rebbe 
came out for minchah. As the Rebbe walked 
past, the Rov asked the Rebbe to comment on 
the sefer. The Rebbe turned around and replied, 
‘Why do you not mention the Alter Rebbe's 
Shulchan Aruch once in the entire sefer?’ He 
was shocked. This was a thick sefer. How had 
the Rebbe looked through the entire work in ten 
minutes?”  (reprinted from Lma'an Yishme’u, 

www.lmaanyishmeu.com) 
 

 

Joseph didn't want his brothers to 
recognize him immediately. On the 
contrary, it was because of his great 
love for them that he tried to postpone 
the moment of truth for as long as 
possible, for he knew his brothers 
would surely be humiliated to see how 
his dreams had been fulfilled.                       

(Rabbi Levi Yitzchak of Berdichev) 

    



h o m e @ C h a b a d C a r d o . o r g  Lighting Chanukah Candles 

Once, some chassidim of Reb Levi Yitzchak of Berditchev were 

chatting when suddenly the tzaddik approached them and asked 

what they were discussing. Having been involved in idle talk, they 

were embarrassed to divulge the subject. When the Rebbe asked 

again, they were compelled to reveal that they had been speaking 

of the wealth of a certain poritz, who would indulge in everything 

he wished. In fact, even when he decided to sled in the summer he 

had his servants cover a field with mounds of sugar. Hearing this, 

the tzaddik asked, "Does he light Chanukah licht (lights)?" 

Surprised, the chassidim replied that he did not, and he probably 

did not even know what Chanukah is. Replied Reb Levi Yitzchak, 

"If he doesn’t light Chanukah licht, then he does not have true 

enjoyment in this world!” (Bnei Bina) 

After kindling the Chanukah licht, the Rebbe Rashab would sit 

near them for half an hour and learn, though at a slight distance, in 

order not to benefit from its light. He would learn Gemara, 

wherever he was holding in his learning of Shas. The Rebbe 

explained that this practice highlights the special connection of 

Torah – to light, and is a lesson for everyone.  Chanukah is a time 

to increase one's learning. Furthermore, since the Yevanim 

(Greeks) wished to prevent us from studying Torah, we increase 

our study.  (Reshimot HaYuman, pg. 323, Torat Menachem, 5742, 

vol. 2, pg. 618) 

The Power of the Lights 

In Haneiros Halalu we say that we have no permission to use the 

lights, only to look at them ("elo lir'oison bilvad"). This can mean 

that gazing at the lights is actually a benefit, healing any damage 

the eyes have incurred from seeing improper images, and protects 

one for the future. In fact, many tzaddikim would sit and gaze at 

the licht as they burned.  ( ראפשיץ –קודש שו"ת שב יעקב סי' כב, זרע )   

One man, in a severe state of depression sought out a cure by the 

Rov of Apta and was advised to gaze at the burning Chanukah licht. 

The man did as he was told, and the next morning he awoke a 

cheerful man. (Binat Yisroel) 

Once at the kindling of the menorah the Rebbe Maharash said, "One 

should 'look' and 'hear’ what the lichtelach are 'telling' us.” The 

Rebbe explains that we must each contemplate and draw a lesson 

from the inner meaning of the licht and internalize it. Aside from the 

general message of Chanukah, there is a unique 'message' on each 

day, which is alluded to in the krias hatorah (Torah reading) of that 

day.  (Sefer HaSichot, 5706, pg. 22, Torat Menachem, 5749, vol. 2, 

pg. 47) 

When Reb Yechezkel of Shiniva, the son of the Divrei Chayim of 

Sanz, was a young boy, he was seriously injured when a loaded 

wagon ran him over. His father Reb Chayim asked many tzaddikim 

to daven for his well-being.  When the tzaddik, Reb Naftali of 

Ropshitz heard of the boy's predicament, he sent some leftover 

Chanukah oil to smear on the boy. Reb Yechezkel later recalled that 

when the oil was applied, he felt his body returning to its normal 

form, and he regained his health. (Yalkut Mikraei Kodesh)  

Celebrating Chanukah 

Since the primary nes (miracle) of Chanukah was a ruchniyusdike 

(spiritual) one, annulling the decrees of the Yevanim against the 

observance of Yiddishkeit and the offering of korbanos (sacrifices), 

we commemorate it in a ruchniyusdike way, by saying Hallel and 

praising HaShem. However, it is also customary to make one's 

meals finer during Chanukah in order to recall the nes of winning 

the war and to commemorate the completion of the Mishkan on 

chaf-hei Kislev (25th of Kislev). During such a seuda (meal), one 

   CHANUKAH – THE HOLINESS OF THE LIGHTS 

Increase in Holiness 
 

Each night of Chanuka, we 

add a new candle. Even 

though the previous night, we 

carried out the mitzva 

(commandment) in the fullest 

and most complete manner 

possible, tonight another 

candle has to be lit, for "one 

must always proceed further 

in holy matters." A parallel to 

this concept applies regarding 

our behavior. When we carry 

out G-d's mission we must 

realize that G-d both 

commands and grants the 

potential for us to "proceed 

further in holy matters," 

generating more light, each 

day according to the light that 

existed the day before. This 

course of behavior will lead 

to the time when G-d will 

"show us the candles of 

Zion" and we will dedicate 

the third Holy Temple. 

(The Rebbe, first day of 

Chanuka, 1980, to the 

Children of Tzivos Hashem) 

 

Reprinted from 

www.LchaimWeekly.org – 

LYO / NYC) 

 

should sing praises to HaShem for His nissim (miracles), 

thus making it a seudas mitzvah.  ( שו"ע או"ח סי' תע"ר )

 ובהשלמה לשוע"ר שם

It was customary for the Tzemach Tzedek, as it had been 

for the Alter Rebbe and the Mitteler Rebbe before him, to 

hold a gathering on one of the evenings of Chanukah with 

his family including his daughters-in-law. This was called 

a “latkes ovent”, a latkes evening. At this gathering the 

Rebbes would tell stories, some of which were repeated 

year after year. The Rebbe Rashab would also set aside 

time during Chanukah to speak to the children.  (HaYom 

Yom, 28th of Kislev, Reshimat HaYuman Chanukah, 

5693) 

There is a minhag (custom) to give children Chanukah 

gelt, and the Rebbe Rashab would do this on the fourth or 

fifth night. The Rebbe once noted that the main reason for 

this minhag is to enable the children to give tzedaka, for 

what else does a child need money for…? (Torat 

Menachem, 5749, vol. 2, pg. 63) 

 (reprinted from L’maan Yishme’u, 

www.lmaanyishmeu.com) 

 

 

One Step Translations 

  



 

A meeting between Rabbi Yoel Kahn, the preeminent 

Chabad scholar, and the Belzer Rebbe, Rabbi 

Yissachar Dov Rokeach, is being portrayed as the 

start of the reconciliation between both chassidic 

communities.  People present at the encounter which 

took place on Motzoei Shabbos (Vayeshev) in the 

Belzer Rebbe's home in Jerusalem said it was "very 

friendly," despite years of separation. 

 

"There has been a disconnect between Chabad and 

Belz for 27 years, since 5748," said Binyomin Lipkin, 

a Chabad author and editor of the Hamevaser frum 

daily newspaper, who coordinated the meeting.  He is 

referring to the national elections in Israel when 

incitement against Chabad and the Rebbe led the 

Litvish community to establish a rival party to the 

chassidic Agudas Yisroel. Belz sided with the Litvish 

party Degel Hatorah.  Belz have since returned to 

caucus with Agudah, but many refused to forgive 

them for helping split the frum community in Israel. 

In many Chabad homes, food with the Belzer kosher 

certification Machzikei Hadas isn't welcome.  These 

strained relations were a far cry from the "great 

friendship between Chabad and Belz which was 

reflected in two yechidus encounters of the Belzer 

Rebbe by the Rebbe in 5733 and 5741," Lipkin said. 

 

The second meeting, on 4 Adar II, 5741 (March 10, 

1981), was held at 770 Eastern Parkway in Brooklyn, 

NY. After conversing for approximately an hour, the 

Rebbe escorted his esteemed visitor to the door.  

During that meeting, the Rebbe told the Belzer Rebbe 

Chabad and Belz Break the Ice 

 

that he has been reading the Belzer 

newspaper Hamachane Hacheredi and 

noticed that they started printing chassidic 

teachings, in addition to reporting about 

happenings.  "If you are now providing the 

laymen with regular doses of chassidus, 

perhaps it's also time to provide the yeshiva 

students with regular study sessions in 

chassidus," the Rebbe said. "Many 

important innovations have been introduced 

in our generation, for when new 'illnesses' 

arise, new 'medicines' must be 

administered." 

 

"Tonight, at the home of the Belzer Rebbe, 

history was made," Lipkin stated. This 

wasn't the first meeting between the Belzer 

Rebbe and Chabad figures, but most 

certainly the highest profile one. The Belzer 

Rebbe participated in the funeral for the 

victims of the terror attack on Chabad of 

Mumbai, and 6 years ago he hosted Rabbi 

Naftali Rot and Rabbi Shimon Elituv of 

Chabad in Jerusalem.  "I have no doubt that 

this visit will have a lasting effect," Lipkin 

said. "On the eve of Yud Tes Kislev, the 

Baal Shem Tov and the Maggid surely have 

much nachas because of the peace and unity 

among their students."  (Adapted from 

Collive) 

 

 

“Ask Dr. Yosef” 

Question:  Since moving to Israel, I feel my 

husband is not learning like he used to.  What can I do 
to encourage him to find a mashpiah and have a regular 
learning seder? 

Dr. Yosef replies:  It sounds like you have 

recently made aliyah and some of your expectations are 
not being realized, primarily in regard to your husband’s 
learning, where there has apparently been a decline.  
Lacking specific information (as usual), I will guess that 
you are retirees, that any children are grown and out of 
the house, and you have sufficient income from savings 
and pensions.  Further, in the “old country” your 
husband probably had a friendly and warm relationship 
with a Rabbi and a group of colleagues who studied 
together on a regular basis.  One would have 
reasonably expected that in Israel, the Holy Land, he 
would not only continue his learning schedule, but even 
increase it considerably.  Unfortunately, it’s not that 
simple.  Despite the fact that there are a vast number of 
yeshivos, kollelim, learning programs and mashpiim 
available here, he needs to find the “right match”, as it 
were, and has to fit in with that particular group.  He 
may sorely miss his old Rabbi and mashpia and have a 
hard time forging a new relationship.  While you want to 
help him and encourage him, I do sense a certain 
impatience on your part, which may be 
counterproductive.  He may need more time to deal with 
his aliyah which, for most people, is an emotionally 
complicated process.  He may be missing some of the 
familiar comfortable things he had to give up in making 
the move and is experiencing culture shock.  His facility 
with Hebrew will also be a factor in terms of overall 
adjustment.  Give him time and have patience and I 
believe he will soon find the right place.  Meanwhile, 
why not use the multitude of learning programs 
available on the internet, etc.; that is something useful 
even after he connects with a mashpia and a learning 
seder.  Although you only mention the change in your 
husband’s learning schedule, I am wondering if the 
move to Israel has resulted in other changes which 
have also affected you.  If so, perhaps you and your 
husband could talk about what the move has meant for 
both of you; and how your expectations have 
materialized.  Good luck and a positive “absorption” 
soon.  Dr. Yosef Halbfinger, Personal, Marriage (Sholom 
Bayis) & Family Issues–English, Hebrew, Yiddish– Halachic 

Advisor:  HaRav Chaim Sholom Deitsch, shlita. (02) 571-4532  

Halacha Corner 

It is minhag Chabad to light the menorah 

immediately after shkiah between mincha and 

maariv. However, if for whatever reason, one did 

not light before maariv time, he should first daven 

maariv and then light the menorah. 

 

This is based on the principle "tadir vesheino tadir 

todir kodem” - when faced with two mitzvos, one 

should fulfill the one practiced more frequently 

first. In addition, when davening maariv, one 

fulfills the mitzvah mide’oraisa (from the Torah) 

of reciting krias shema, which takes precedence 

(according to some) over lighting the menorah 

which is miderabonon (from the Rabbis).  

 

However, one only should daven maariv before 

lighting if he can do so with a minyan. If there 

will only be a minyan later, or he is currently 

unable to leave his home to go to a minyan, he 

may first light the menorah and daven maariv 

later. The reason for this: The principle of "tadir 

vesheino tadir todir kodem" only applies when 

one is ready and able to fulfill both mitzvos 

immediately, in which case, he is required to do 

the more frequent mitzvah first. However, in a 

situation where (for whatever reason) he is not 

about to fulfill the more common mitzvah, he 

need not wait and should fulfill the mitzvah for 

which he is ready. (by Rabbi Chaim Chazan, 

reprinted from Lma'an Yishme’u, 

www.lmaanyishmeu.com) 

 

 

 


