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 I vividly remember standing in the White 
Shul lobby one morning after Shacharis with my 
maternal grandfather, Zaydee Bodner, a”h, when 
he stopped to share with me different vignettes 
from his amazing life. He told me the unbelievable 
manner in which he met my Bubby in Italy while 
fighting in World War II, and how all the pieces 
fit together in a clear orchestration of Hashgacha 
Pratis. In his inimitable way he said to me, “Kid, it 
is all bashert.” 

 Three weeks prior to her petirah, my mother 
shared with me an amazing story about how one 
of her nurses were found in a clear instance of 
Divine providence. Then, using almost the same 
expression as her father’s from so many years 
before, my mother said to me, “You see how it is 
all bashert?” 

 Rav Avigdor Miller zt”l points out a fascinating 
fact. Most of the parshiyos of the Torah begin with 
the letter vav. Moreover if one looks through Tanach 
as a whole one can see just how frequent this letter is 
found at the beginning of chapters or in between 
parshiyos.  

If the letter vav means “and”, why do we find 
it at the beginning of so many of the parshiyos? 

Rav Miller explains: The letter vav means 
“and”; it also means hook. The letter actually resem-
bles a hook. This teaches us that the letter vav makes 
a connection between the parsha in front us and the 
previous one. This means to say that in reality the 
events that took place in Parshas Noach are connected 
to that which took place before it in Parshas Bereishis 
and that which takes place in Parshas Noach must 
have a connection to Parshas Lech Lecha which follows 
it. 

 The chain of events from one to the next opens 
our eyes to the intrinsic reality that every single 
thing that happens in history is divinely directed. 
There is no such thing as a random or isolated event in history; 
every single thing that happens is connected to 
something else. Every occurrence is part of a long 
tapestry of events, the master plan of Hakadosh 

Baruch Hu.  
 “It is all bashert.” This must be the motto of our 

lives: the clear recognition that Hashem is directing 
everything for each and every individual’s ultimate 
benefit and that there is no such thing as happen-
stance. 

 Our Parsha reveals this lesson to us in a most 
amazing way: The Torah tells us how the butler of 
Pharaoh, after two years back on his job, finally 
remembers Yosef and becomes one of the agents of 
Yosef’s salvation. 

 We know that on Purim there is a great empha-
sis, from the Halachic and Hashkafic perspective, 
that one should listen intently to the reading of the 
Megillah in order to really appreciate deeply just what 
Hashem Yisborach did for His children.  

In a similar vein we should really have the 
same avodah when it comes to these parshios; as the 
divine providence is so blatant and absolutely amaz-
ing to behold. The Gemara in Maseches Megillah teaches 
us: Hashem caused one king to get upset at two of his 
servants because of Yosef, and two servants of 
another king (Achashverosh) to become mad at him 
because of Mordechai!  

Chazal connect the story of Purim to our 
parshios, revealing to us just how far divine providence 
goes. One would never have dreamt that the redemp-
tion of Yosef would ever have come about in this 
fashion, yet the whole chain of events leading to 
Pharaoh’s servants going to jail was all just to bring 
Yosef to his destiny. 

 Chazal teach us: “Everything that happens to Yosef 
happens to Tzion”. There is an integral connection 
between Yosef Hatzaddik and Klal Yisrael. When we 
look at the incredible story of his life and are inspired 
by the hand of Hashem Yisbarach that is leading him 
at every step of the way, it must make us aware of the 
indescribable hashgacha pratis that is taking place for 
Klal Yisrael every day of history. 

 Like my mother and her father, we should al-
so have at the tip of our tongues that beautiful phrase 
that seems to define everything: It is all bashert… 

Besiyata DiShmaya. 
 
 


