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אלה הדברים אשר דבר משה אל כל ישראל “ 1:1

בעבר הירדן, במדבר בערבה מול סוף בין פארן ובין 

 ”תפל ולבן וחצרות ודי זהב

“These are the words that Moshe spoke to all of 

Yisroel, across the Yarden, in the wilderness, in the Plain, opposite 

the Reeds, between Paran and Tofel, and Lavan and Chatzeiros and 

Di Zahav.”  Rashi explains that when the Posuk says, “אלה הדברים”, 

it means that Moshe was giving Klal Yisroel Tochacha, words of 

rebuke.  The names of places mentioned in this Posuk are not meant 

to delineate locations, rather they are to allude to sins that Klal 

Yisroel transgressed. Due to the honor of Klal Yisroel, Moshe did not 

want to openly mention their sins, rather he alluded to them.  How 

are we to understand this?  There are numerous other times that we 

see Moshe openly rebuke Klal Yisroel.  Why specifically over here is 

there a concern for the honor of Klal Yisroel and that they should be 

rebuked openly?  The following Divrei Torah will expound on this 

topic, and perhaps support the P’shat offered in the closing 

paragraph. 

אלה הדברים אשר דבר משה אל כל ישראל “ 1:1 – מזרחי 

 There are many places in the Torah where Moshe – ”בעבר הירדן

rebukes Klal Yisroel.  The rebuke here is especially embarrassing, for 

it lists several instances in which Klal Yisroel angered Hashem.  It is 

because of the gravity of these sins, that Moshe does not rebuke 

then directly, rather he alludes to them.   

 The first word of each – ”אלה הדברים“ 1:1 – בעל הטורים 

of the Chamisha Chumshei Torah are, “ויקרא“ ,”ואלה“ ,”בראשית”, 

) The Gematria of the final letters  .”אלה“ ,”וידבר“ 'ה',ר', א', ה', ת ) is 

equal to 611, which is equal to that of “יראת” – “fear of”.  “ ראשית

'חכמה יראת ד ” – “The beginning of wisdom is fear of Hashem.”  It is 

also the Gematria of “611 ,”תורה.   

רששמשון רפאל הי' ר   This refers to – ”אלה הדברים“ 1:1 - 

the entire contents of the fifth book of the Torah called Sefer 

Devorim.  The end of the Sefer Bamidbar deals with Hashem’s 

commandments regarding the conquest of the Land, whereas Sefer 

Devorim contains the words that Moshe spoke to his people before 

departing from them; for he would no longer be there to guide them 

in the fulfillment of their mission in the land of which they were 

about to take possession.  The names of the locations listed in this 

Posuk serves to establish where  the people last saw their leader, 

Moshe, and where they heard the words he spoke before his death.  

Every word of these final orations of our leader reflects his heartfelt 

attachment to his people and his concerns for their future welfare.  

In these orations it is as though he imparts to his people his own 

spirit, to enable them to endure the trials that await them.   

 It is bewildering that Rashi – ”אלה הדברים“ 1:1 - דרש משה 

explains that Moshe hints to the sins of Klal Yisroel here because of 

their Kovod, whereas near this Parsha, Moshe publicly denounces 

their actions and rebukes them both in regards to the Meraglim and 

the Eigel.  Why over here did Moshe only allude to their sins?  The 

people who Moshe were speaking to here were not those who 

transgressed those sins, who were actually of the previous 

generation.  To the ones who actually sinned he rebuked them 

publicly.  It was to this generation, those who did not actually sin, 

but their fathers sinned, this is where he alludes to their sins.  They 

needed to know the sins of their fathers and be rebuked for them, 

for they all must know that one can come to sin.  They should not 

think that believing in Hashem and in His Torah will prevent one 

from sin relating to all prohibitions.  Even this person can fall into 

the trap of the Yetzer Hara and sin.  Moshe was telling them softly 

that they must never let up the fight against the Yetzer Hara.  They 

must eradicate all power of evil, and the possible desires to follow 

the wickedness of the Yetzer Hara.  One must fill himself up with 

Torah and Mussar, and must create fences around him as protection 

from any potential sin.  Since they did not actually sin, it is not 

appropriate for them to be publicly rebuked, and that is why Moshe 

Rabbeinu only alluded to the sins of the previous generation so that 

they should learn from their mistakes and insulate themselves from 

the Yetzer Hara.   

“ – ”הדברים“ – ”אלה הדברים“ 1:1 - רוקח  דברים -' ה ” – five 

Chumshei Torah.  “הדבורה” – just as a “דבורה” has honey, Torah is 

sweeter than honey.   

 Between different things – ”אלה הדברים“ 1:1 - נאות דשא 

there is always an intermediary which border on both.  There is a 

monkey, which borders between a living creature and one that 

speaks.  The Arizal says that this concept applies in all the worlds.  

Sefer Devorim is the border between the first four Seforim of the 

Chamisha Chumshei Torah, Torah Shebiksav, and Torah Shebal Peh.  

Sefer Devorim is called Mishna Torah, and was said by Moshe 

Rabbeinu.  On the one hand it is like Torah Shebal Peh, that was 

from Moshe, yet it was written down by the “mouth of Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu” to Moshe like the rest of Torah Shebiksav, and therefore 

is the border between the two.   

אלה הדברים אשר דבר משה אל כל “ 1:1 – אך פרי תבואה 

 Moshe spoke to “all of Klal Yisroel” for that was part of the – ”ישראל

rebuke.  One could say, why should it matter to me if my friend is a 

Rasha, Chas V’sholom?  The Zohar Hakodosh says that Olam Hazeh is 

like a boat on water with people on it.  If one person makes a hole in 

the boat underneath him, it affects the entire boat.  Moshe spoke to 

“all of Klal Yisroel”, he was telling them that they must care about 

the actions of their fellow Yid, for they are all on the same boat.   

אלה הדברים אשר דבר משה אל כל “ 1:1 - מגלה עמוקות 

 – ”אבק לשון הרע“ ,is Roshei Taivos for ”אלה“ The word – ”ישראל

traces of Loshon Hara.  Bava Basra 165a – Many people are guilty of 

theft and some are guilty of Gilui Arayos.  Everyone is guilty of the 

types of speech which are considered to be Avak Loshon Hara.  It is a 

sin that everyone commits and there is almost no one who is 

capable of avoiding it.  Being that Moshe was to speak about the sin 

of Avak Loshon Hara, that which applies to all, he spoke to “all of 

Klal Yisroel.” 

ב"רע   – ”אלה הדברים אשר דבר משה אל כל ישראל“ 1:1 - 

Moshe did at some point have to rebuke Klal Yisroel openly and 

directly.  Now that Klal Yisroel had done a complete Teshuva, it was 

no longer necessary to rebuke them openly, rather he alluded to 

their sins.  (The reason he even alluded to them was so that they 

should protect themselves from any potential future sin).  

אלה הדברים אשר דבר משה אל כל “ 1:2 – דברים רבה 

 These words are to be understood in light of what it says in – ”ישראל

Mishlei 28:23 “ אחרי חן ימצא ממחליק לשון מוכיח אדם ” – “One who 

reproves a person, later he will find favor, more than one with a 

flattering tongue.” “מוכיח” is a reference to Moshe.  “אדם” is a 

reference to Klal Yisroel, as it says in Yechezkel 34:31 “ ואתן צאני צאן

 You (Klal Yisroel) are My sheep, the sheep of“ – ”מרעיתי אדם אתם

My pasture, you are man.”  What does the word “אחרי” mean?  

Hakodosh Boruch Hu is the speaker of the Posuk and He was saying, 

“Moshe’s rebuke of Klal Yisroel was for the purpose of bringing Klal 

Yisroel after Me – to follow in My ways.”   

י מבעלזא"מהר   – Devorim Rabbah 1:2 “ אלה הדברים אשר

 The Medrash connects this Posuk to a – ”דבר משה אל כל ישראל

Posuk in Mishlei 28:23 “מוכיח אדם אחרי חן ימצא ממחליק לשון”.  

 Moshe is telling Klal Yisroel that they must know that they – ”אחרי“

are before Hashem.  Firstly, know that Hashem knows everything 

and nothing is hidden from Him.  Secondly, when one is ready to 

come forward and do Teshuva, know that it is before Hakodosh 
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Boruch Hu.  He loves all of Klal Yisroel, and when they come forward, 

He will assist them in their Teshuva and in their returning to follow 

in His ways.  One should not think that he has the capabilities to do 

it on his own, rather he must know and rely on Hashem.   

“ – 17b – ראש השנה  וחנון, רחום, קל' ד', ד ” – Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu told Moshe that Klal Yisroel should know that when they 

sin Chas V’sholom, there are the thirteen Middos of Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu that they can say, and Hakodosh Boruch Hu will forgive 

them.  The first two Middos are Hashem, and Hashem. The first 

Hashem is before one sins, and the second Hashem is for after one 

sins.   

י"רש   – Rosh Hashanah 17b – “ 'ד', ד ” – This refers to the 

Midas Harachamim of Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  He says, “I am Merciful 

upon you before you sin, and I am merciful upon you after you sin, if 

you do Teshuva.” 

ש"רא   – Rosh Hashanah 5 - “ 'ד', ד ” – What does it mean 

that Hakodosh Boruch Hu is Merciful before one sins – if he didn’t 

sin yet, there should be nothing that he needs Rachmanus for?  

Although Hakodosh Boruch Hu knows already that one will sin in the 

future, nonetheless he employs the Midah of Rachmanus and only 

judges him “באשר הוא שם” – as he is at that point in time, and not 

for what he will do in the future.  Alternatively, it is speaking about 

the sin of Avodah Zara.  Kiddushin 39b – when one thinks of Avodah 

Zarah, Hakodosh Boruch Hu attaches it to an action, and it is as if the 

person actually served Avodah Zarah.  What we learn here, is that 

even in this case, while the person already did something wrong, he 

will not be punished until he actually performs the action.   

כי ישראל חטאו בכפליים ולקו “ – Eicha Rabbah – משלי יעקב 

  ”.Yisroel sinned double and received double punishment‘ – ”בכפליים

What was the double punishment that they received? Moshol – 

There was a teacher who had two students; one was wise, and the 

other was a simpleton who did not understand anything.  One day 

the wise son began to misbehave.  The teacher warned him time 

and time again to stop misbehaving but to no avail.  Being that he 

did not listen to the teacher, the teacher told the simpleton student 

to hit the wise student.  The wise student began to wail 

uncontrollably.  He said, it would be painful if the teacher hit him, 

for he would understand why he was being hit, and why he needed 

to be punished.  However, now the simpleton is hitting him, he does 

not even know his right from his left, and has no idea why he is 

striking, therefore this beating is a double embarrassment for him.  

This is why I am wailing so.  Nimshol – Klal Yisroel received the 

punishment they deserved, but there was double embarrassment 

for them for they were not hit by Hakodosh Boruch Hu, against Who 

they sinned, Who knows everything.  Rather they were hit by wicked 

individuals, who have no idea why Klal Yisroel deserved the 

punishment.  Therefore the Posuk tells us that Klal Yisroel received 

double punishment; being struck by simpletons and not by 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu.     

“ Eicha 2:5 – נחמת ציון  כאויב בלע ישראל בלע כל ' היה ד

וירב בבת יהודה תאניה ואניה, ארמנותיה שחת מבצריו ” – “The Lord 

became like an enemy, He consumed Yisroel; he consumed all of her 

citadels, He destroyed its fortress. He increased within the daughter 

of Yehuda moaning and groaning.”  The Posuk is a Remez to the 

great love of Hakodosh Boruch Hu towards Klal Yisroel, and the 

reason for crying on Tisha Ba’av.  The Loshon of “בלע” is from a 

Loshon of “הסתיר” – “hidden.”  Hakodosh Boruch Hu had great 

mercy on Klal Yisroel and although He was like an enemy to Klal 

Yisroel, He did not hand them over to the enemies to destroy and 

eradicate them.  Not only that, Hakodosh Boruch Hu even hid their 

 their citadels” – the Bais Hamikdash.  During the time“ – ”ארמנותיה“

of the destruction of the Bais Hamikdash, Hakodosh Boruch Hu hid 

the Heichal and the Azaros, so that the enemies could not control 

them.  If so, why do we cry and mourn over the Bais Hamikdash each 

year if the Bais Hamikdash was not really destroyed, it was just 

moved and hidden?  To that the Posuk answers, “שחת מבצריו” – 

while it is true that the Bais Hamikdash was hidden and the enemies 

did not lay their hands on it, nonetheless, where is it?  It was here 

before, and it is no longer here.  It is somewhere, but where is it?  It 

was destroyed from in front of our eyes and is hidden from us.  For 

this we cry, for it is lost from us.  “ ה ואניהוירב בבת יהודה תאני ” – 

therefore, each year our crying and groaning increases, for while the 

Bais Hamikdash is stored and hidden, nonetheless we are not Zoche 

to have it with us.   

וביום פקדי ופקדתי עליהם “ Shemos 32:34 – עבודת ישראל 

 And on the day I make My account, I shall bring their sin“ – ”חטאתם

to account against them.”  Hakodosh Boruch Hu is saying here that 

He will remember the Chet of the Eigel.  Can it be that Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu, the all Merciful One, our Father in Heaven who forgives 

us for our sins, always remembers the Chet Ha’eigel?  If one were to 

grow up with the Torah, and always heed it, it is not necessarily a 

great feat for the Torah always returns to its host.  Conversely, one 

who comes from a home that does not heed the Mitzvos of the 

Torah, and does not toil in the study of Torah, and he rises above it 

all and becomes a true G-d fearing person, he should be 

commended more so for accomplishing that.  We are children of 

Avrohom, Yitzchok, and Yaakov.  Although Klal Yisroel said  נעשה

 it does not seem so great a feat, for they were just following ונשמע

in the path of their illustrious forefathers.  Then Klal Yisroel 

transgressed a great sin, the sin of the Eigel.  They showed that by 

nature they had desires for evil, and therefore when they do good 

they are to be commended.  That which Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

remembers the Chet Ha’eigel is a Chesed for Klal Yisroel, for this 

makes their Kabolas Hatorah and their following in the path of 

Hashem much greater.   

 Perhaps now we can understand why here Moshe rebukes 

indirectly, while other times he rebuked them directly.  Moshe was 

soon going to pass on from this world, and needed to prepare Klal 

Yisroel for the future.  His rebuke was not stated openly, for it was 

rebuke for what they would do in the future, not for past sins which 

they themselves did not do, but their parents did.  Moshe was telling 

them that they should never think that they are impervious to sin, 

and that they need not protect themselves against possibly sinning.  

Klal Yisroel needed to know that nothing is hidden from Hashem, yet 

He is ready and willing to accept our Teshuva.  We must know that 

He is all Merciful, and does everything for us.  When we are in pain, 

it is for our benefit.  He hid the Bais Hamikdash so that the evil 

enemies should not completely destroy it, and He did not allow for 

them to destroy us.  Nonetheless, the sting is great, for we are not 

Zoche to have the holy Bais Hamikdash.  It is for that which is hidden 

that we must cry and mourn.  That which we did sin can be used to 

our advantage because of the great Mercy of Hakodosh Boruch Hu, 

for it shows what we must overcome in order to follow the Rotzon 

Hashem.  Moshe Rabbeinu was teaching us that that which is hidden 

from us, is something to mourn over.  As the day of Tisha Ba’av 

approaches we must truly think about the loss that we currently 

have.  We must cry and mourn this year more than last year over 

what we are missing, for the greater the introspection the more we 

will recognize what we are missing.  May we be Zoche to do a 

complete Teshuva, and be Zoche to see the Binyan Bais Hamikdash, 

 !במהרה בימינו אמן


