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זכור  -פרשת ויקרא   
This adaptation is dedicated in honor of: 

my dear wife, Devorah and 
our dear daughter, Tehilla. 

 ולרפואה שלימה: העניא בת פריידל
 
 

   

 ”He called to Moshe, and Hashem spoke to him from the Tent of Meeting“  )א, א( "ויקרא אל משה וידבר ד' אליו מאהל מועד"
 Just as the “א” in the “ויקרא” is shrunk – Hashem, the Champion of the World, is condensed for every Jew and calls him to return by way of inspiring him with thoughts of teshuva.1  

 
 Call to Holiness קריאה קדושה

 We are compelled to return and live with the Creator of the World.  The only advice for one to navigate life serenely is to live with the Creator.  This week’s parsha deals with the sacrifices, the korbanos.  What is the main aim of the korbanos?  To elevate the animal to the human.  “Therefore, when a person sins and is drawn after the illicit desires of his body, he must bring an animal as a korban - whereby he subjugates his base animalism, the aspect of physicality, and elevates the soul, the element of humanity.  Via the korban, he lifts himself from animal to human.”2  Nowadays, we no longer have korbanos.  What do we have?  Our desires, which lift us up.  We want You, Father.  We want to experience Your Presence.  We do not want concealment.  We want to experience tefilla, to feel for each other, to have a benevolent outlook, a good heart, that there be joy in our hearts – to be so close to You.  Life is a war.  So long as we live – we wage war.  It is frightening and terrifying war against the yetzer hora.  A person thinks, “Okay, I have done 
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teshuva – that’s it, now I will have respite from the yetzer hora.”  Then, it all begins again – it attacks him all over again.  He is broken – what was it all for?  He does not recognize that it is a 120-year war!  It is lifelong!  A person, from the many illicit desires that burn within him, can become completely broken!  How long can I persist?  Hashem answers: Struggle!  Fight!  Overcome!  Do not despair!  Do not accept your lowly status!  Every minor motion down here builds complete worlds above!  You must find the path to connect anew.  That is the call to holiness that emanates from the Mishkan.  Just as Hashem called to Moshe to enter – so, He calls to each and every one of us to enter, to draw near.  If it is too hard, if we do not succeed – we must want it!  We must say repeatedly, “I want, I want, I want.”  We must never give up our desire.  Even if we cannot accomplish – we can always desire.  One who recognizes this and begins to live this – that we are expected to want and we may never reject our desires, under any circumstances – will attain all of the elevated levels in the world!  When a person wants something – he davens for it.  If we want but we do not pray – it is not called truly wanting it.  “Speak to me.  Lift your heads to Me.  Why do you remain with your worries, your lack of counsel, your lack of hope and your confusion?  Talk to Me.  Ask of Me.  For only I can be your hope, consolation 
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counsel and salvation.  With Me, you will find joy.  Everything is with Me.”  The battle with the yetzer hora is the fiercest battle of our lives.  How do we wage it?  Only with tefilla – tefilla from the depths of our hearts.  Without Hashem – there is no hope.  We know that we have a yetzer hora – we must cry out to Hashem, “Master of the World, how long will I chase after transient illicit desires and forego eternal delight?  Master of the World, when will I stop wanting life solely for the purpose of eating and drinking?  When will I start to desire life so that I may perceive Divine Light and reveal the true and unlimited heights of life?”  We must close our eyes to anything that is limited.  If we want spiritual eyes that can see the light of Hashem – we must close our physical eyes.  The soul desires Hashem.  The soul is a portion of the Divine, from above.  The soul wants Divine Light.  Dovid Hamelech said, “But as for me, Hashem’s nearness is my good.”3  Proximity to Hashem is the only key to a good and happy life.  Our problem is that we want to enjoy two worlds, without connecting them.  Hashem must be in both.  People think that they can safeguard their Jewish identity while fully matriculating into the larger, modern world - and leave Hashem out of that world.  This is very dangerous – it appears as if they are doing everything correctly, keeping all of Halacha, there is nothing for which to criticize them – but their souls are elsewhere.  HKB”H cannot tolerate that.  That is the greatest danger that constantly threatens us.  We have opportunities to connect to the broader world – in so many ways – but we risk disengaging from HKB”H if we do not include Him in everything.  We start to derive our vitality from other sources.  We receive pleasure from other places – not from Hashem.  This is a terrifying prospect that threatens our spiritual and physical existence.  People say, “It won’t happen to me.”  Then: it happens to them.  A life of holiness and closeness to Hashem is the only true life. 
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We must sanctify the permissible.  People say, “Leave us alone, let us live.  It is enough that the Torah tells us what is allowed and what is forbidden.  Do you really need to add?”  Are they really living?  Are things really good for them?  Living with the Creator of the World is only possible with modesty and humility.  This is very clear in this week’s parsha.  For every command that HKB”H gave Moshe for building the Mishkan – the Torah testifies that Moshe did exactly as he was instructed.  Therefore, HKB”H said: Moshe made all of this for Me and I am inside while he stands outside?  So, He called Moshe to enter to the inner sanctum – “He called to Moshe.”4  Moshe Rabbeinu, despite being the master of all the prophets, bringing the Jewish people out of Egypt, splitting the Sea, speaking with HKB”H face-to-face, bringing the Torah down from Heaven – still said, “I did it?  Who am I?  Hashem did it, I did nothing.”  That was Moshe’s mindset.  That is what he bequeathed to the Jewish people.  Humility and a modest spirit.  Just as the entire nation stood outside the Mishkan, Moshe too stood outside.  He did not consider himself better or more important than anyone else.  And so, he stood with everyone until HKB”H called for him to enter: “He called to Moshe.”  When it was time to assemble all of the pieces of the Mishkan, no piece fit into its counterpart.  They could not successfully erect it.  Who finally succeeded?  Only Moshe Rabbeinu – the pieces gathered to him and joined together on their own.  All in the merit of humility and modesty.  Modesty and humility lead us to the conclusion that alone we are incapable.  We cannot accomplish anything without HKB”H.  We cannot succeed without HKB”H.  We cannot defeat the yetzer hora without HKB”H.  The opening word of the parsha is ויקרא, spelled 
with a little א.  The little א gained Moshe entry, 
by hinting to his modesty and humility.  
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The Korban Mincha also contains hints.  This korban is more precious to HKB”H than all the others.  Why?  This is the korban of the pauper, who has no animals to offer.  Therefore, he takes the little wheat that he was to sustain his family with - grinds it, makes flour and brings it as a korban.  When discussing an animal korban, the Torah says, “When a man (אדם) brings an 
offering.”5  However, when referring to the Korban Mincha, the Torah says, “When a person/soul (נפש) offers.”6  This pauper is left 
with nothing – so the Torah considers it as if he sacrificed himself, his very soul.  Our primary mission is to never throw up our hands and allow ourselves excuses.  “I cannot do anything today, but I do not absolve myself.  I know that Hashem exists; I know that holiness exists; I know that I am obligated to sanctify myself.  Maybe I will not do anything today because I simply cannot, not in action nor in speech, but I can feel, I can want, I can wish, I can love.”  Even if we cannot do great things – we must do something small.  We must daven for the ability to do more tomorrow.  If we do even only a hairsbreadth, Heaven considers it to be a great deal.  Every small bit of a Jew overcoming his yetzer hora provides Hashem with so much pride in us.  If a person vigorously uproots himself from evil, even only a little bit, that small action is deemed tremendous.  Every one of our, even minimal, motions towards holiness, towards good, is never lost.  “Returning to live with Creator is only feasible by nullifying our own self-serving desires.  How do we do that?  By having strong desires, yearnings and longings for Hashem and His will while at the same time accepting everything that Hashem does to us – including all of the things that we cannot comprehend as good and all of the suffering – accepting them fully.  That is what it means to nullify our own self-interests.  When a person nullifies his own desire in favor of Hashem’s will - Hashem fulfills his desires.  When a person wants what Hashem does – 
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Hashem does what that person wants.  When a person wants everything that happens to him because it is all from Hashem – if he wants it truly and with real joy, accepting everything with love – Hashem does everything for him.”7  The main war is the war against the yetzer hora.  There is no greater pleasure than defeating the yetzer hora.  When a person faces a challenge and withstands it, he feels an exquisite joy and pleasure – a pleasure that relates to the soul – no physical pleasure comes close.  When a person is faced with a challenge and breaks his personal will so as to do Hashem’s will – he experiences bliss, things are good, he reveals himself to be greater than he had been previously.  However, if G-d forbid, he does not withstand the challenge – he feels degraded and weak – but, he may never despair.  It is forbidden to lose hope.  We must refortify our holy desires, begin anew and know that this too is from Hashem and it too is for the best.  If we desire strongly – we will attain.  Rebbe Nosson merited more than all of Rebbe Nachman’s other students because, after every shiur that he heard, he ran to the fields and screamed out to Hashem all night to be able to fulfill every word that he had heard.  Thus, he merited who he became.  His desire was stronger than those of the others were.  This war lasts 120 years – it is lifelong!  The yetzer hora constantly tells us: You cannot overcome; you need to satisfy your base urges.  We must attach ourselves to tzaddikim, whose light is pure and clear and which can penetrate into our materialism.  More than the Torah he brings, a tzaddik, brings light into the world.  The body is merely a box for the soul, so that it does not ascend to Heaven before its time.  There are those who spend all day worrying about the box, maintaining the box, shining the box – while they ignore the diamond inside!  The diamond is what is important!  Shine the diamond!  You are a piece of G-dliness!  The Torah says, “See – I have placed before you today the life and the 
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 תפילה
 Master of the World!  How is it that I know that everything here is temporary, that whatever we do here is only to prepare eternal delight and life – and yet I do silly things, I do not invest my entire self in this effort, the World to Come is not in front of my eyes constantly in whatever I do?  When we were younger, it seemed so distant, but now we all know that it is inevitable – yet I still invest too much in matters of this world and I do not manage to overcome my issues?!  Help me, Father, to feel and see the true purpose, constantly before my eyes.  Master of the World!  Help me not forget You in times of brokenness, worry, depression, darkness.  It takes me time until I remember that only with You, Father, can I find hope, consolation, encouragement, joy.  I need only raise my head to You and ask: Master of the World, grant me the knowledge that even this is from You and for the best.  And, if I also remember to say “thank You” repeatedly – I feel how joy returns and enters my bloodstream, reaching all parts of my body.  It is such a miracle and such compassion that from this darkness we can once again reach light.  All because we strive to remember that everything is from Hashem and for the very best.  Allow me, Father, to never forget You, not even for a second, especially in those most difficult moments during which I lose my composure.  Precisely then to remember You, Father, and to turn to You.  Master of the World!  Grant me the strength to focus on one change or challenge at time and to pray over it each day for at least half an hour, with heart, to beg You to help me change, to overcome, to triumph.  I usually start with enthusiasm and I experience great joy that I worked and merited to recognize this path that tzaddikim outlined for us and promised us that, with it, we will win the war.  But, I cool off in the process; I do not keep to the half hour of prayer commitment.  Help me invest my entire self into defeating my illicit desires, correcting my character traits, adding holiness to my life and drawing close to You, Father.  Grant me strength.  Help me.  Alone, it is too hard.  

Have an awesome, uplifting and wonderful Shabbos, Dov Elias 
Notice: The foregoing is based on my limited understanding of the Parsha Sheet, Ohr Ha’Emuna, disseminated by Harav Menachem Azolai Shlita and is not a complete or exact adaptation of Ohr Ha’Emuna and is not necessarily even a reliable interpretation of the ideas presented therein.  Ohr Ha’Emuna is published in Hebrew; in translation, accuracy is always compromised.  Rav Azolai has not reviewed this material - any inaccuracies, omissions or confusion should be attributed exclusively to me.  I still hope you enjoy and it provides some chizuk.  Thank you Mordi Blass for helping with some of the Hebrew expressions. ©Dov Elias 5776. (973)9-EMUNA-9                                                                ט' אדר ב' תשע"ו – March 19, 2016 For previous issues and/or to receive this adaptation by weekly email, visit www.tloe.us or email me at LightofEmuna@dovelias.com 
 
 

good, and the death and the evil.”8  Does a person really need to be told to choose life over death?  The Torah is reminding us that everything in this world is reversed: death seems to be life, physicality and illicit desires appear to a person as “the good life.”  While life - Torah and holiness – sometimes can seem like death.  Therefore, the Torah warns us: what you think is life may very well be death – be careful!  We were created in this world to delight in Hashem, to cling to Hashem, both of which we cannot do if we remain with our negative character traits and base urges.  The substitute for the false pleasures and illusions of this world that the Torah offers us is to live a life of giving and chesed, of loving others, of truly connecting with people.  Love vs. base urges, giving vs. taking, loving others vs. self-love.  
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יט)  -... ובחרת בחיים (דברים ל, טו  

We only come close to Hashem and holiness by making the right choices.  This week is Shabbos Zachor.  It is a positive commandment to remember what Amalek did.  What was Amalek’s terrible crime that HKB”H proclaimed an eternal all-out war?!  Amalek tried to damage the most important element that a Jew has – his desire!  “He happened (קרך) upon you on the way.”9  קרך also means to 
cool – they attempted to cool our hearts.  They tried to instill doubt in our hearts: “Maybe the Splitting of the Sea was a natural phenomenon and not a miracle at all.”  This critical call to remember what Amalek did, like the holy call to Moshe to enter the Mishkan, is essentially a call to each of us: “Come, draw near to Me, connect to Me, to all the good and beauty in life.  If you went far away – return!”    
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