
 

 

 

We hope that these Divrei Torah, which are 
designed especially for use during the seudos, 

will בע״ה enhance your Shabbos.  
 

To subscribe or unsubscribe please send an 
email to: 

shemetz.taher@gmail.com 

 
Please look out for details of the 
forthcoming book/e-book to be 

published by Kodesh Press 

The Levush writes that on Shabbos we can attain higher 
levels of wisdom as it is a day especially designated for this 
purpose.  Therefore, we should seek ways to increase the 
amount of Torah that we discuss on this holy day. 

 גוט חדש and גוט שבת
ms 

 זכור ושמור בדבור אחד נאמרו

ְוִכי תֹאְמרּו ַמה־ּנֹאַכל ַּבָּׁשָנה ַהְּׁשִביִעת ... ְוִצִּויִתי ֶאת־ִּבְרָכִתי      [25:20-21] 

 ָלֶכם ַּבָּׁשָנה ַהִּׁשִּׁשית
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And if you ask, ‘What shall we eat in the seventh year?’ … I will command My brocho for 
you in the sixth year 

The S’forno notes that our possuk suggests that Hashem only promises to bestow a brocho 

(blessing) on the land following the question, "What shall we eat?"  The implication seems 

to be that were this question not to be asked, the brocho would not be forthcoming.  In 

addressing this, the S’forno observes that there are two categories of Jews.  In the first 

category is the Jew who knows that both the year of shemittah (sabbatical year) and of yovel 
(jubilee year consecutive to a sabbatical year with similar restrictions on working the land) 

are approaching.  He is aware that he will not be planting or sowing for two whole years.  

Yet, he neither frets nor worries about how he will survive, rather he ploughs his energies 

into consolidating his faith in Hashem.  For such a person, the supernaturally large crop in 

the sixth year will not be provided.  Instead, Hashem will perform a different nes (miracle) 

for such a person and that which he earns from the pre-shemittah crop will suffice for his 
needs.  The mark of the fully-committed believer will be that he simply does not need the 

bountiful crop promised in the Torah.  The second type of Jew, continues the S’forno, is one 

who has not managed to reach this optimal level of trust in Hashem.  He is frightened by the 

idea of not planting in the sabbatical years.  To assuage his anxiety, Hashem will indeed 

perform a miracle and will cause his crop to treble.  Though superficially this latter nes may 

seem of grander proportion than the former, the S’forno rebuts such a presumption by 

pointing out that the second category of Jew only receives his brocho through the medium 
of the increased toil needed to harvest three years’ worth of crops in the course of only one 

year. 

 

 

If you will walk in my statutes … I will give your rains in their correct time 

The conjunction of these pesukim raises at least two obvious difficulties.  First, there is the incongruity of the promise of a dovor 

gashmi (a material reward) as recompense for learning Torah (see Rashi), when a dovor ruchni (something spiritual) is more logically 

called for.  Secondly, the Gemoro in Maseches Kiddushin [39b] states that s’char mitzvah b’hai alma lekka – the reward for 

observing mitzvos is in olam habo, not in this world.  How then can the Torah promise rain and peace in this world for toiling in 

Torah?  To answer this question, we must bear in mind another mitzvah in the Torah, referred to as bal tallin, which is the 

prohibition on an employer against withholding the wages of an employee.  Workers must be paid promptly for their efforts.  

Chazal compare Hashem to an employer who has hired workers, Klal Yisroel, to perform his mitzvos.  On this premise, Hashem’s 

promise of reward only in olam habo would appear to be in breach of a Torah command.  The sefer Chanukas haTorah  … page 2 
 

 פרשת בהר־בחוקותי

 ה'תשע''ז
 

ְוָנַתִּתי ִגְׁשֵמיֶכם ְּבִעָּתם ִאם־ְּבֻחֹּקַתי ֵּתֵלכּו ...   [26:3-4]  
 



 

Do not take from him interest or increase 

The Gemoro in Maseches Bava Metzia states that, when making 

a contract for an interest bearing loan, it is tantamount to 

writing out a document that you are a kofer (one who denies the 

existence of Hashem or all/major aspects of the Torah) and then 

had the temerity to get witnesses to countersign it.  The sefer 

Peninim mi’Shulchan Govo'a records that the Chazon Ish was 

once asked why this lav (negative commandment) is considered 

so stringently, amongst many other seemingly more severe 

infractions.  The Chazon Ish answered that an individual’s 

earnings for the coming year are declared by Hashem on Rosh 

Hashono.  By lending money with interest accruing, a person is 

declaring that he does not believe that Hashem can deliver his 

budgeted income to him and it is only through his own 

resourcefulness that he can receive it.  The act of putting these 

sentiments into a contractual document confirms his apikursos 

(heresy) in writing and with witnesses.  The Chazon Ish also 

mentions that Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz had explained that the 

reason for the severity of ribbis (charging interest) is that since 

there is a mitzvah to lend money to another Jew, this mitzvah 

must be done exclusively le’shem shomayim (for the sake of 

heaven) and not for any personal, material gain.  At the moment 

when the lender charges interest, he is seen as taking something 

very holy and pure – imbued with ruchniyus (spirituality) – and 

transforming and degrading it to become a matter of pure 

gashmiyus (mundane materiality).  This, says the Chazon Ish, is 

the greatest crime of all. 

 

השבת-ישראל את-ושמרו בני  

השבת-לעשות את  
 

Har Sinai and shemittah have a fundamental 
attribute in common.  They both symbolise 

that ‘less is more’.  Har Sinai was chosen to host 
matan Torah due to its being the lowest and 

humblest of mountains.  This attribute enabled it 
to be the site of the greatest event in history.  

Similarly, shemittah is a year where we allow our 
fields to remain barren.  We do not help them 
produce any fruit.  Yet, Hashem promises that 
this will spark an abundant crop like no other, 
leading to yields of two to three years from a 

single bumper crop in the sixth year.  With 
this commonality in mind, shemittah is 

the mitzvah selected by Hashem to 
illustrate that the entire Torah was 

given at Har Sinai.  
 

Ben Ish Chai 
 

… answer in reliance on the Gemoro in Maseches Bava 

Metziah [110b] that the issur (prohibition) of bal tallin 

only applies where the employer hires the worker 

himself. However, if the employer engaged a sh’liach 

(agent) to hire the worker, the issur does not apply. 

Hashem did not give the mitzvos directly to Klal 

Yisroel; rather he appointed Moshe as his sh’liach.  

Therefore, Hashem is not contravening bal tallin when 

reserving our reward for olam habo.  There are, 

however, two mitzvos that Hashem did give 

‘personally’ to Klal Yisroel at Har Sinai; they are the 

mitzvos of onochi Hashem elokecho and lo yih’yeh 

lecho – the first two of the Aseres haDibros.  As these 

were given directly to Klal Yisroel, the issur of bal tallin 

does apply to them.  As a result, Hashem does indeed 

provide some reward in this world, which must of 

necessity be physical in nature and it is thus 

understandable that it comes in the form of a dovor 

gashmi.  This concept is alluded to at the very 

beginning of the first perek (chapter) of Pirkei Ovos 

(Ethics of the Fathers).  The introductory paragraph 

states that kol Yisroel yeish lohem cheilek lo’olam 

habo – all Israel has a share in the world to come, 

because Moshe kibeil Torah miSinai – Moshe received 

the Torah at Sinai as agent or intermediary, allowing 

the reward for all the other mitzvos to be stored up 

for us in the World to Come. 
 
 

 

Continued from page 1 

 

 

 

 ַאל־ִּתַּקח ֵמִאּתֹו ֶנֶׁשְך ְוַתְרִּבית  [25:36]

 


