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דבר אל בני ישראל לאמר אשה כי “ 12:2

 ”תזריע וילדה זכר

“Speak to B’nei Yisroel saying: When a 

woman conceives and gives birth to a male.”  

Vayikra Rabbah 14:7 “ הדא הוא  –אשה כי תזריע 

תן חלק לשבעה וגם לשמונה: דכתיב ” – “When a 

woman conceives – is that which is written in 

Koheles 11:2  – Give a portion for seven, and also 

for eight.”  “Give a portion for seven,” refers to the 

seven days of Tumas Nidah.  “And also for eight,” 

refers to the eight days of circumcision.  Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu said: If you observed the restrictions of 

the seven days of the Tumah of a Nidah, then I will 

give you a son in reward and you will circumcise 

him at eight days from his birth.  As it says in the 

Posuk, “וביום השמיני ימול בשר ערלתו” – “And on 

the eighth day the flesh of his foreskin shall be 

circumcised.”  The Medrash learns from this Posuk 

that the reward for heeding Tumas Nidah is that a 

baby boy will be born for which the Mitzvah of Bris 

Milah can be performed.  Why is the reward for the 

performance of the Mitzvah of Tumas Nidah a 

Zechus to have a baby boy, and therefore the 

performance of the Mitzvah of Bris Milah? The 

following Divrei Torah will expound on this topic, 

and support the P’shat offered in the closing 

paragraph.  

אשה כי תזריע וילדה “ 12:2 – אדרת אליהו 

 How can the Medrash say that the reward – ”זכר

for heeding the Halachos of Nidah is that one is 

Zoche to have a baby boy, when there are many 

who do not heed Hilchos Nidah, including non-Jews 

who do not have an obligation to, and they have 

baby boys?  Regarding every Mitzvas Aseh that one 

performs, Hakodosh Boruch Hu could say, “ מי

 Who will precede Me, and I will“ – ”הקדימני ואשלם

pay him.”  This means that one is not entitled to 

reward for the performance of his Mitzvos, for it 

was Hakodosh Boruch Hu Who enabled him to 

perform the Mitzvah.  One cannot perform the 

Mitzvah of a Bris Milah without Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu giving him a baby boy, and therefore one 

should not be entitled to reward for it.  This is all 

when Hakodosh Boruch Hu gives the person a baby 

boy for “free.”  However, Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

wants to give us the opportunity to be entitled to 

reward. He, therefore, said that one who heeds 

Hilchos Nidah will be Zoche to a baby boy – in 

other words, one is earning the right to receive the 

baby boy. Being that he is entitled to the baby boy, 

when he performs the Milah on the baby boy, he is 

performing a Mitzvah on that which he has already 

earned, and is therefore entitled to reward for his 

actions.   

וביום השמיני ימול בשר “ 12:3 - מטה נפתלי 

 The blood of Nidah causes damage, as it – ”ערלתו

says in the Ramban in Parshas Vayishlach and in 

Parshas Metzorah.  Therefore, there may be one 

who stays away from the Nidah because of the 

potential damage to him, but is not careful to heed 

all of the days of Nidah according to Halachah.  It is 

only those days when damage can occur that he is 

careful, but not careful when there is no blood and 

the woman is still Tamei, for there is no physical 

danger.  Only one who heeds the Torah is careful 

all the days of Tumas Nidah.  It says in the Moreh 

Nevuchim 3:49 that most of the roots of Ta’avah, 

physical lusts, in a person, is in the Orlah.  Klal 

Yisroel remove their Orlah by the Bris Milah in 

order that they can defeat their Yetzer Hara who 

tries to get them to perform abominable sins.  

Perhaps there are those who circumcise their sons 

so that when they get older they will not have that 

intense desire to sin.  By Avrohom Avinu, the Posuk 

says, Bereishis 17:24 “בהמלו בשר ערלתו”, while in 

the next Posuk regarding Yishma’el it says, “ את

 ”את“ The Medrash tells us, the word  ”.בשר ערלתו

by Yishma’el comes to teach us that something else 

was happening here.  Avrohom Avinu only needed 

to cut off the Orlah because Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

commanded him to, for he had already curbed his 

physical desires.  Yishmael also needed a Bris Milah 

in order to curb his physical lusts.  Parents pass 

along to their children parts of themselves.  The 

Avos and Imahos were barren; by nature they 

should not have been able to bear children. When 

they had children miraculously, that which would 

generally be passed along to the children from the 

previous generations (such as the wickedness from 

Terach and Lavan) is cut off.  If one heeds Hilchos 
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Nidah because the Torah says so, and not because 

of fear of being harmed, then by nature, a child 

born from that union will not have intense physical 

desires even with the Orlah.  Therefore when a Bris 

Milah is performed upon this child, it is being done 

only L’shem Shomayim, for his desires were curbed 

by the Middos he received from his parents.   

וביום השמיני ימול בשר “ 12:3 - מלא העומר 

 The Medrash Tanchuma in Parshas – ”ערלתו

Metzorah says that the reason the Mitzvah of 

Nidah was given to women is because Chava spilled 

the blood of the world through the sin of the Eitz 

Hada’as, and therefore her blood is spilled.  Man, 

Odom Harishon, also had a part in the sin by eating 

from the Eitz Hada’as, which brought death to the 

world, and he also needs a Tikun for it.  Man 

receives a Bris Milah at eight days old, and blood is 

spilled, as a Tikun for his part in the sin of the Eitz 

Hada’as.  Due to the influence of the Nachash, man 

is always born with impurity.  With great Chesed, 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu gathered the Tumah at the 

place of the Orlah, and a Bris Milah is performed to 

cut off that impurity.   

דבר אל בני ישראל “ 12:2 – חכמת התורה 

 is a ”תזריע“ – ”לאמר אשה כי תזריע וילדה זכר

Loshon of “זריעה” – “planting,” which refers to the 

Kiyum Hatorah, as it says in Hoshea 10:12 “ זרעו

 The act of learning Torah and  ”.לכם לצדקה

performing Mitzvos is like planting, for it produces 

fruits in Shomayim. “אשה כי תזריע” – A woman 

who heeds the Torah properly, is careful with the 

Halachos of Nidah, and will therefore be Zoche to 

give birth to a baby boy.  

ילמדנו “ – Parshas Tetzaveh – מדרש תנחומא 

קטן נימול , כך שנו רבותינו? קטן לכמה נימול –רבינו 

כשם שנימול יצחק אבינו, מה טעם –לשמונה  ” – 

“Rabbeinu, teach us – at what age is a child 

circumcised?  So taught our Rabbis, a child is 

circumcised at eight days.  What is the reason for 

this?  For this is when Yitzchok was circumcised.”   

משה באר   וביום השמיני ימול בשר “ 12:3 – 

 – Medrash Tanchuma, Parshas Tetzaveh – ”ערלתו

The Medrash tells us that a Bris Milah is to occur 

when a child is eight days old, the way it was done 

with Yitzchok.  This Medrash is a Peleh, wonder.  

What is the question – the Torah clearly states in 

the Posuk that a child is to be circumcised at eight 

days old?  Even more bewildering, the Medrash 

says that one should perform Bris Milah on the 

eighth day like Yitzchok.  When the command was 

given to Avrohom Avinu regarding Bris Milah, it is 

explicitly says, (Bereishis 17:12) “ ימול לכם כל זכר

 Circumcise every male, throughout“ – ”לדרתיכם

your generations.”  Why say, “The same way that 

Yitzchok was circumcised?”  The intention of the 

Medrash is to teach us that Avrohom Avinu placed 

Kedusha into the performance of the Bris Milah for 

all future generations.  Additionally, there is 

something more important and fundamental to the 

Mitzvah of Bris Milah.  The Medrash says, “ קטן

 A child is circumcised to the“ – ”נימול לשמונה

eight.” It should have said, “לשמיני” – the eight day.  

Bereishis 21:4 “ וימל אברהם יצחק בנו בן שמונת ימים

 ,The Posuk does not say – ”כאשר צוה אותו אלקים

 On the eighth day” Avrohom“ – ”ביום השמיני“

circumcised Yitzchok.  Rather it says that Yitzchok 

was circumcised when he was eight days old.  This 

teaches us that it wasn’t just the eighth day that 

counted, rather it was all the days.  From the 

moment Yitzchok was born, Avrohom yearned to 

perform the Mitzvah.  Therefore, all eight days of 

Yitzchok’s life are included in the Mitzvah of Bris 

Milah.  The Mitzvah of Bris Milah is not on the 

eighth, but is for eight days when performed 

properly.   That is why the Posuk says, “ כאשר צוה

 ”The way Hashem commanded him“ – ”אותו אלקים

– meaning that Avrohom Avinu wanted to perform 

the Milah immediately, though he waited because 

Hashem commanded him to wait for the eighth 

day. The Medrash is teaching us that while the 

Posuk tells us in Parshas Tazria that a Bris Milah is 

to be done on the eighth day, we additionally need 

to learn from the way it occurred with Yitzchok, 

and that the Mitzvah was actually performed for 

eight days.   

וביום השמיני ימול “ 12:3 - מעין בית השואבה 

 Menochos 43b – When Dovid – ”בשר ערלתו

Hamelech went into the bathhouse and realized he 

was unclothed, he said woe to himself that he has 

no Mitzvos.  However once he remembered that he 
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had a Bris Milah on his flesh, his distress was 

alleviated.  After he left the bathhouse he said 

Shira, Tehillim 12:1 “למנצח על השמינית מזמור לדוד” 

– He praised Hashem for the Bris Milah which was 

given on the eighth.  Why wasn’t Dovid Hamelech 

distressed when he was lying in bed without any 

Mitzvos – and only became agitated at the 

bathhouse?  In bed one is allowed to have thoughts 

of Torah, which is learning Torah, while in the 

bathhouse it is prohibited to have thoughts of 

Torah.  Bereishis 17:1 “ והיה תמיםהתהלך לפני  ” – 

“Walk before Me and be complete.”  Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu told Avrohom Avinu that he should walk 

before Hakodosh Boruch Hu – that he should 

always remember Hakodosh Boruch Hu through 

the seal of the King that was on his Guf – the Bris 

Milah.  When one does so, “והיה תמים” – he will be 

complete.  Remembering Hakodosh Boruch Hu is 

something that can also be done while in the 

bathhouse as well as in the bathroom.  There are 

many Halachos that are applicable in these places, 

and one should review them, and follow them.  

One must always remember Hakodosh Boruch Hu, 

and that will cause him to always follow the Rotzon 

Hashem.   

ונשא אהרן “ Shemos 28:38 – חכמת התורה 

 Vayikra – ”את עון הקדשים אשר יקדישו בני ישראל

Rabbah 27:7 – “מי הקדימני ואשלם” – “Who will 

precede Me, and I will pay him.”  How can one 

receive reward for performing Mitzvos?  One who 

puts up a Mezuzah, is only able to do so because 

the Ribbono Shel Olam gave him a house.  One 

who performs any Mitzvos with “his” money must 

realize that it is actually the Ribbono Shel Olam’s 

money.  Divrei Hayomim 1:29:14 “ כי ממך הכל ומידך

 Dovid Hamelech says to the Ribbono – ”נתנו לך

Shel Olam, “Everything is from You, and from Your 

hand I gave to You.”  If one is not cognizant of this 

when performing Mitzvos, it is a sin.  This is only 

true if thoughts are not like actions.  However, if 

thoughts of performing Mitzvos are like actions, 

then the thoughts themselves are the Kiyum of the 

Mitzvah.  Thoughts originate from the person, and 

he receives reward for those thoughts.  The Kohen 

Gadol must always have his mind on the Tzitz while 

wearing it.  We learn from this that thoughts do 

count. “לרצון להם לפני ד”, the Koach of the Tzitz is 

that if one performs the actions with the thoughts 

that he really wanted to do the Mitzvah, his 

thought of wanting to perform the Mitzvah is his, 

and it is accepted in front of Hashem. 

אשה “ Vayikra Rabbah 14:7 - חכמת התורה 

תן חלק לשבעה וגם : הדא הוא דכתיב –כי תזריע 

 What is the connection between seven – ”לשמונה

and eight? One would think that a Bris Milah 

should occur on the first day a baby boy is born, or 

at least as soon as it is deemed to be safe for the 

baby boy, for we have a rule that one should 

perform Mitzvos with alacrity, and do it as soon as 

possible.  However, the Bris Milah cannot be 

performed before the child is eight days old.  The 

reason for this is because one cannot take 

something mundane and create Kedusha without 

first preparing for seven days, as we see by the 

Kohen Gadol that he prepares seven days before 

going into the Kodesh Kodoshim.  So too by a child, 

before he is circumcised and receives the stamp of 

the Melech, he needs to wait for seven days.   

ם שיק"מהר  וביום השמיני ימול בשר “ 12:3 - 

 This world is the six days of creation, and – ”ערלתו

the coming of Moshiach is Shabbos.  (The first six 

thousand years are called this world, the seventh 

thousand year is called Shabbos, and the eighth 

thousand year is called Olam Habah).  The eighth is 

Olam Habah, and is the main purpose of man. One 

needs to contemplate what his purpose is in this 

world, and that the true purpose is the eighth, 

Olam Habah.  One should not run after the folly 

and silliness of this world, rather one must learn 

Torah and perform Mitzvos in preparation for the 

eighth.  Tehillim 90:4 “ כי אלף שנים בעיניך כיום

 For a thousand years in Your eyes are“ – ”אתמול

like yesterday” – meaning that one year is like a 

thousand years.  “וביום השמיני” – The Posuk is 

telling us that one should look towards “Shemini” – 

“the eighth”- Olam Habah, that he should cut away 

the Orlah of his heart, and return to Hashem with 

Teshuva.   

א מבעלזא"מהר  וביום השמיני ימול “ 12:3 - 

 It says in Shulchan Aruch 231 on the – ”בשר ערלתו
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Posuk, “בכל דרכיך דעהו” - that one must be 

Meyached all of the matters of Olam Hazeh to his 

Avodas Hashem.  When one performs mundane 

acts in order that he be able to serve Hashem 

properly, those mundane acts are in fact Avodas 

Hashem, and not mundane acts.  The Bach in 

Hilchos Milah 265 asks why there are two Brochos 

said by the Bris Milah?  While most times the 

Mohel says one Brocha and the father says the 

other Brocha, if the father is the Mohel, then he 

would make both.  Why would he make two 

Brochos on one Mitzvah?  Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

helps all those who strive to raise themselves in 

Kedusha, as Chazal tell us that Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu helped Avrohom Avinu perform his Bris Milah.  

The Brocha of Al Hamilah is the Brocha made on 

the Mitzvah of the Bris Milah.  The Brocha of 

 is a Brocha made ”להכניסו בבריתו של אברהם אבינו“

for all the days of a person’s life, that Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu will always help him raise his level of 

Kedusha when he puts in the effort.   

א"גר   ”וביום השמיני ימול בשר ערלתו“ 12:3 - 

– Although all the limbs of the body are sullied 

from sin, the royal seal of the Bris Milah remains at 

all times.  It is for that reason that Avrohom Avinu 

does not allow those who have a Bris Milah to 

enter Gehinom (Tikunei Zohar 430).   

וביום השמיני ימול בשר “ 12:3 - קדושת לוי 

 There are times that Hakodosh Boruch – ”ערלתו

Hu, in His infinite Chesed and Rachamim, bestows 

kindness upon Klal Yisroel although they did not do 

anything to deserve it.  The source of the 

Rachamim comes from Above.  Although there are 

times that the source comes from Above, 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu wants the source to come 

from below.  “אשה כי תזריע” – Worlds are called 

 for they are constantly Mekabel life from – ”אשה“

Hakodosh Boruch Hu, when Klal Yisroel are 

Me’orer Rachamim.  “וילדה זכר” – This means that 

the Rachamim that comes is great and strong, a 

male.  The Posuk is telling us that the Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu seeks for Klal Yisroel to perform positive 

acts, so that they are the source – they are Me’orer 

the Rachamim in Shomayim.  Why did Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu create man as an Orel, one who has an 

Orlah and needs a circumcision?  The reason is 

because Hakodosh Boruch Hu wants to be 

Mezakeh Klal Yisroel with as many Mitzvos as 

possible, for He wants Klal Yisroel to be the ones to 

be Me’orer the Rachamim.   

 Perhaps now we can understand the 

connection between seven and eight.  Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu wants Klal Yisroel to be entitled to 

reward. Hakodosh Boruch Hu says that the reward 

for heeding the Halachos of Nidah is that one will 

be Zoche to a baby boy.  When he then performs 

the Mitzvah of Bris Milah, he is entitled to reward, 

for he earned the right have that baby boy by 

heeding the Halachos of Nidah. The blood of Nidah 

came about because of the sin of the Eitz Hada’as, 

a sin where Odom and Chava were given a 

command not to eat something, yet they did.  They 

were given the opportunity to receive reward by 

heeding the command, but did not accomplish it.  

Being that the sin brought death to the world, the 

woman has the blood of Nidah, and the man has 

the blood from the Bris Milah.  However, with this 

blood we can create a Tikun in the sin of Odom and 

Chava.  If we heed Hilchos Nidah, we will be Zoche 

to a baby boy, and be able to perform the Mitzvah 

of Bris Milah in a way that we earned the Mitzvah.  

“Seven” – seven days, represents this world, while 

“eight” – represents the next world.  This world is 

nothing more than a preparation for the next 

world.  We must heed the Torah and perform the 

Mitzvos, so that we will be prepared for the next 

world.  How are we to properly prepare for the 

next world?  We must act in a manner that gives us 

the entitlement to have something, and then use 

that to serve Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  In that way, we 

are really using that which is ours in our service to 

Hashem – which is the highest level of serving 

Hashem.  May we be Zoche to serve Hashem in the 

most optimal manner, so that we are fully 

prepared for the “eighth” – Olam Habah.   
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