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What is the Muktze status of pets and live fish? 

All animals are Muktze, including fish. Therefore, one may not change the water in a 

fish tank on Shabbos. There is a Machlokes HaPoskim whether it is permissible to 

handle the fish tank at all, and according to Rav Moshe Feinstein ztz’l, it is forbidden1.  

Note:  It is forbidden to feed animals on Shabbos unless they are owned by a Jew or 

the food is necessary for their sustenance.2 Therefore, when putting out bread 

for birds on “Shabbos Shira” one should put out the bread before Shabbos.3 

If Muktze was inadvertently left in a garment pocket, is it permissible to wear the 

garment on Shabbos? 

There is a difference between two types of pockets. In the case of a pocket that is 

constructed from the fabric of the garment itself (for example, a shirt pocket), if the 

Muktze item was left in the pocket with the intention that it remain there over 

Shabbos, then the garment itself is considered Muktze. If, however, the Muktze item 

was unintentionally left in the pocket through forgetfulness, then the garment is not 

considered Muktze and may be worn; however, before donning the garment the 

Muktze item should be shaken out of the pocket.  

In the case of a pocket that is sewn on as an attachment to a garment (for example, an 

inner pants pocket), if the Muktze item was intentionally left in the pocket then the 

pocket itself is considered Muktze and should not be used; however, the garment itself 

is permitted to be worn.  If, however, the Muktze item was inadvertently left inside the 

pocket, then neither the garment nor the pocket are considered Muktze and both may 

be used on Shabbos. In any of these two scenarios, it is preferable to shake the Muktze 

out of the pocket before donning the garment.4 

 

 

 

                                                           
 עי' שש''כ כ''ז כ''ז ועי' אג''מ ח''ד ט''ז 1
2 With the exception of dogs which are permitted to be fed.  
 סי' שכ''ד סי''א 3
 סי' ש''י ס''ק ל' 4
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