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Clothing Accessories 

Is it permissible to wear clothing accessories outside if they are not attached to the 

clothing, such as collar stays and pins, if there is no Eiruv? 

It is permissible to wear accessories that are not attached if they have a function, and if 

they are being used in the normal fashion for this function. For example, it is forbidden 

to wear a bobby pin in one’s collar instead of a collar stay, or to wear a straight pin to 

connect parts of one’s clothing, since neither the bobby pin nor the straight pin are 

typically used for those functions.  Further, it is forbidden to wear an unattached 

accessory if it is not serving a function; for example, a broken collar stay or a safety pin 

that is not connecting anything but has merely been left on a garment from a previous 

use.1 

Is it permissible to wear clothing accessories outside if they are attached but are not 

serving any function, if there is no Eiruv? 

Accessories that are attached to clothing, such as buttons, snaps, tags, loops, etc., may 

be worn even if they have no function at all, not even a decorative one, since they are 

considered a part of the garment (for example, a snap missing one of its two halves). 

However, there are two exceptions that forbid this scenario: 

1) If one plans on repairing the item (for example, one intends to replace the 

other half of the snap) the garment should not be worn. Therefore, if one 

wishes to wear the garment, one should make a conscious decision that one 

will not repair the broken/unusable snap, button or loop that is currently 

attached to the garment. Rather, one should intend to replace it with a 

different one instead. 

2) If the accessory is bothersome in its current state, such as a button hanging by 

a thread that is bothersome or a tag located in position that bothers the 

wearer, according to some Poskim the garment should not be worn outside. If 

one intends to remove the accessory in order to replace it and not because it is 

bothersome, the garment is permitted to be worn.2 
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