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The Rav asks that his and other Divrei Torah are not read during Tefillah or the Rabbi's sermon.

Shabbat Shalom,

Nehemiah Klein

The  Yeshiva  would  like  to  express  its  gratitude  to  Richard  and  Anita  Grossman  for  their  ongoing

support  for  the  Yeshiva  in  general  and  specifically  our  computer  center.   This  enables  us  to

communicate this sicha to you each week - "lehagdil Torah ulehaadira".

PARSHAT TOLDOT 5777 

THE DEFINITION OF A BATLAN

We read in this week's parsha: "Yitzchak loved Esav for game was in his mouth, but Rivka loved

Yaakov" (Bereishis 25:28).  The word for loved in the case of Yitzchak loving Esav is written "vaye-

ehav", the word is past tense with the "vav hahipuch", while in the case of Rivka loving Yaakov it is

written in the present tense "ohevet".  The difference can be explained based on a Mishna in Pirke

Avot that teaches us that love which is dependent on something, once that something is gone then

the love is gone, however love which is not dependent on something is lasting.  Yitzchak's love for

Esav  is  dependent  on  his  viewing  him  as  a  tzaddik,  we  see  in  the  parsha  itself  that  the  love

dissipated after a while.

The commentaries explain the word tzayid which on a simple level means to hunt game, can also

mean that he trapped his father with his lies.  He asked how does not remove maser from salt and

straw, knowing full  well  that there was no obligation to do so he just wished to make his father

think that he was a holy person.

The Sabba M'Slobodka explains that this is not to be understood on a simple level, in fact Esav had

true moments of rise in spirituality where he really wanted to know how to take maaser from salt

and straw.  However, such moments do not last as the pasuk states: "the heart of the wicked is

minute" (Mishle 10:20).  For a wicked person, the moments of wishing to grow are fleeting.  During

those moments Yitzchak Avinu was drawn to his piety for that is the impression he gave.

We are told:  "the lads grew up and Esav became one who knows hunting,  a man of  the  field",

Onkelos interprets "knows hunting" as "nachshirchan" and some have the version "nachshidchan"

from the word shadchan - where do we see that Esav was a shadchan.  The word shadchan is an

expression of calm and serenity.  What then is the meaning of shadchan here?

He is calm here means he does not do anything, he does things that are of no value, what we call a

batlan, while Yaakovis a wholesome man abiding in tents".   If  we were to be asked, who is the

batlan, we would say certainly not Esav - he is very active, he feeds his father and hunts animals,

yes he deceives people among other things.  Yaakov is the batlan, he sits all day in the Beis Midrash

with his Gemara and Shach and Taz.  But, according to this, the Torah is saying that it is Esav who

YNA Sicha Parshat Toldot 1



is the batlan and Yaakov is the active one.  The answer is that what Esav is doing has no meaning,

had it not been for the Torah of Yaakov we would never know who Esav was.  Yaakov on the other

hand is  building himself,  the tribes,  the future of  the  Jewish  nation.   Even one who sits  by the

Gemara and the Shach and Taz is  building worlds.   The Gemara says that  every  word of  Torah

creates worlds just as Hashem created the world with one say.  The pasuk says: "and I have placed

My words in your mouth and with the shade of My hand have I covered you, to implant the heavens

and to set a foundation for the earth and to say unto Zion, 'You are My people'" (Yeshayahu 51:16).

 Learning Torah can bring about the redemption.

The question  one can ask  is  whether  Esav  had any free  choice,  after  all  Rivka  was  told  "verav

yaavod tzair", implying that Yaakov would be greater.  I would venture to say that the pasuk can be

interpreted either as the elder shall  serve the younger or the younger shall  serve the elder. Had

Esav chosen the right path perhaps it would have taken on the interpretation that he would be the

greater of the two.  Esav therefore cannot claim that he had no choice, what do you expect from

him.

Another question which can be raised is why all these years Rivka did not inform Yitzchak of Esav's

true character - that Yaakov was the one sitting and learning in the Yeshiva of Shem and Ever.

 Some say that from the time she saw him while on the camel she feared him and was unable to

talk to him about these things - about that which was related to the house, yes, but to tell him that

his son was evil  was another story entirely.  The midrash, which is alluded to in a piyut for Yom

Kippur  writes  that  from the  time  of  the  Akeida,  Yitzchak's  face  illuminated  like  the  sun.   While

Moshe Rabenu's illumination was clear for all  to see, perhaps only those on a high level such as

Rivka were able to see the illumination and she therefore feared him.  Rivka was a wise woman,

even though only  three  years  old.   A  woman called  me not  long ago,  she  has a  three year  old

daughter and wanted to know if she can find her a shidduch, after all we see from the Torah that it

is an appropriate thing to do as in the case of Rivka.  I asked her whether her daughter knows how

to bring water to camels.

Yaakov was  an ish  tam -  a  wholesome man,  one who is  not  used to  deceiving others.   On the

surface it appears that he indeed deceived Yitzchak with regards to the brachot, while it is true that

he was simply following what his mother told him, but it seems so out of character for an "ish tam".

 My Rebbe Harav Dessler explained with the following parable: let us say someone asked me "what

time do you have on your watch", if my watch says 1:00 but I know that it is really 12:30 what

answer  would  he  want?   Clearly  he  has  no  interest  in  what  my watch  says,  he  wants  to  know

whether it is time for Mincha or whether the bus is coming now.  He wants the real time.  By the

same token, Yitzchak wished to bless the righteous firstborn so when he asked Yaakov "who are

you" Yaakov answered "I am Esav your firstborn", meaning I am the one whom you truly want to

bless.

While it may also appear that in the case of the division of the sheep in next week's parsha that he

deceived Lavan, but here as well  Lavan changed the terms one hundred times: "if  he would say

speckled ones shall be your wages then the entire clock bore speckled ones", it was not dependent

on the rods which were placed near the sheep as they came to mate.  The rod did not determine,

but it really was based on what Lavan said, but he changed it so many times. 

Lavan was actually quite successful, from his daughter Leah descended Moshe, Aharon, David and

the Moshiach who will descend from him.  Who knows if he would have given over his daughters had

he been aware of this.

Today is Rosh Chodesh, perhaps we can add something from Hallel.  The pasuk says: "The stone

the builders despised has become the cornerstone" (Tehillim 118:22).  The Gemara states that it

refers to David Hamelech when anointed as king, his brothers despised him.  We can also say that it

refers to Leah whom Yaakov did not want and in the end she was the cornerstone from whom the

Moshiach will descend.  Tamar as well was not wanted by Yehudah and she became the mother of

the kingdom of David.  Ruth as well was not wanted by the redeemer and she is referred to as "ima

shel malchut".
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