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Now You Know 
In Pirkei Avos, Elisha ben Avuya says 

that one who learns while he is young is 
likened to ink written on new paper. 

His mind is receptive and will retain what 
he learns like fresh paper clearly holds 
what is written upon it.   

One who learns when he is old, 
however, is likened to ink written upon 

smudged paper, in which the words will 
not be as pristine or clear.  As it has 

previously absorbed other ink, 
everything new will be somewhat 

affected by it. 

While his statement is essentially 

correct, and teaches us the importance 
of training someone properly when he is 
young, it implies that there is not much 

point in learning later in life.  That is not 
true.   

The Gemara relates that at Elisha’s bris, 
his father saw two Chachomim engaged 

in Torah study who became surrounded 
by a holy fire.  His father said, “I will 

teach my son Torah so he may also 
bring down such a fire.” 

Elisha ben Avuya later became a heretic 
and was referred to as “Acher,” the 

‘other’ one. The Gemara tells us that his 
upbringing for ulterior motives tainted 
him. 

When he was urged to repent by R’ 
Meir, he refused, declaring that it was 

too late for him. This was his 
fundamental error.   

Ideally one should follow G-d from the 
outset, but it is never too late to begin 

doing what is right.  

Thought of the week: 

Don’t be afraid to give 
someone a second chance – 
even if that someone is you.  

 (GK:BK ARQYW)  „.HNw OYEBRAW EwT OYNwH TTBw EBw YMY VL WYHW...‰ 
“…and they shall be for you, the days of the seven Sabbatical years, forty-nine 
years.” (Leviticus 25:8) 
In Parshas Behar, the Torah introduces the laws of Shemita and Yovel. Every seven 
years the land would remain unplanted and unworked as if it were ownerless. The 
produce which comes forth during that time has a special holiness and must be treated 
accordingly, and it may not be sold. 

At the end of seven of those cycles, the next year would be designated Yovel, the 50th 
Jubilee year, and it had all the same agricultural laws as the Shemita year. In addition, 
any Jewish slaves would be freed (prompting the inscription on the Liberty Bell in 
Philadelphia) and any land that had been sold would return to its previous owners. In 
essence, the land was leased and could not be sold. 

These last two items reflect HaShem’s ownership of the world and how Mankind are 
HaShem’s servants. Every fifty years, they would proclaim liberty throughout the land 
for all its inhabitants. This was not only physical, but spiritual. It was a reminder that we 
are but temporarily on this world and our ultimate freedom is being connected to G-d. 

Rashi tells us that this posuk teaches that even if you didn’t keep each Shemita, you 
should nevertheless observe the Yovel. Though the time for calculating the Yovel is 
“seven Shemitas” the Yovel is actually after forty-nine years regardless of whether one 
fulfilled the mitzvah of Shemita or not. 

The Kli Yakar makes a comment about the word, “lecha,” for you, which is striking. He 
says that the idea of Yovel is connected to a person’s life, as hinted to by the use of the 
word “yemei, the days of.” Typically, a full life is considered to be seventy years. The 
first twenty years, however, a person is not liable for his sins at the hands of Heaven, 
so Kli Yakar takes these out of the equation. 

That leaves fifty years, the numerical value of the word, “lecha.” Essentially, these are 
the days we need to make count. Like Sefira, with each passing year a person should 
make a calculation and ensure that he has made the most of that time. And this is 
when Rashi’s explanation comes into play. 

He said that if a person had not kept the Shemitas, he should still keep the Yovel. 
Similarly, even if a person hasn’t made the most of his life, the time will come when he 
is ‘liberated’ from this world.  

Therefore, the lesson we should take is that whatever has past has past, and the focus 
should be on whatever you can yet achieve before the bell rings and life is over.  

One night, R’ Yisrael Salanter, the great mussar master, walked past the home of a 
shoemaker. Despite the late hour, the shoemaker was still hard at work by the light of a 
dying candle.  

“Why are you still working,” he asked. “It is very late and soon that candle will go out.” The 
shoemaker replied, “As long as the candle is still burning, it is still possible to accomplish 
and to mend.”  

R’ Yisrael spent the entire night excitedly pacing his room and repeating to himself that 
urgent life lesson: “As long as the candle is still burning, it is still possible to accomplish and 
to mend.” This is a lesson we should remember always. 
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Mazel Tov to  

Yehudah and Debra Inger 
 of New City, NY on the occasion of 

Moshe’s Bar Mitzvah.  

May you have much Yiddishe 

Nachas from him and your 

entire family. 

 

Time is of the 

essence! 

Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 
Ohr with others. 

  You’ll be glad you did.   

E-mail ‘Subscribe’ to 

info@JewishSpeechWriter.com 


