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 פרשת כי תצא 
This adaptation is dedicated in honor 

of my dear wife, Devorah 
and our dear son, Eli. 

 ולרפואה שלימה: העניא בת פריידל
 
 

   

)כא, י(      ”When you will go out to war against your enemies, and Hashem, your G-d, will deliver him into your hand“  "כי תצא למלחמה על איביך ונתנו ד' אלקיך בידך"  
 Which war?  The war against the yetzer hora.  A person thinks, “Behold, I have returned in teshuva... that's it, now I will enjoy respite from the yetzer hora.  I am holy.  I no longer have wicked thoughts.  Everything is okay” – but, then, it all begins again and he is broken.  All that work - for what?  He does not realize that it is a 120-year-long war.  

  ”Guard what emerges from your lips“  )כג, כד( "צא שפתיך תשמרומ" 
 Speech has tremendous power.  When used for evil, G-d forbid, it causes horrible damage.  When used for good - it is magnificent good.  It is forbidden to talk ill of others.  Even if it is the truth - if it damages someone’s honor - it is prohibited.  We can lose everything if we fall into it.  How much holiness can apply to our learning, to our prayers - when they are said with the same mouth that, moments earlier, were defiled with words of loshon hora and rechilus?  We must learn from those role models who nurtured yiddishkeit throughout the generations, Jews who were pure minded and so careful never to say a negative word about another person and refrained from listening to anything unsavory about anyone.  Rather than rechilus, we must give other Jews the benefit of the doubt, think good thoughts about them, bolster our love for others and draw hearts close.  If we honestly assess ourselves, we know that we have enough to correct and work on in 

our own lives - how can we be busy with others?!  How can we waste the limited precious time that we are given for correcting ourselves?!  Insulting someone else is terrible.  It costs one his share in the World to Come.  He is like a murderer.  The severity is indescribable.  Every Jew is a part of the holy Shechina, of the Divine above.  Therefore, if we humiliate another person - we are harming the glory of Hashem.  A person's honor is his inner light.  When we hurt a person's honor, his insides turn dark.  The color drains from his face.  One Parshas Zachor, the baal kore in R' Shalom Schwadron’s shul was a young boy.  A certain "holier-than-thou" congregant erupted in anger, declaring that this important mitzvah (possibly the only Biblically mandated reading of the Torah) must be performed by someone with a full beard.  He belittled the young man and chased him from the bimah.  R' Shalom reckoned that this man appeared to be a strict adherent to halacha and very particular about mitzvos - while, in reality, he was vicious and corrupt, all under the guise of diligence.  He was willing to crush the skull of another to show how particular he is with his own observance...  The same is true for mockers.  We must flee from ridicule as if from fire.  When we hear someone scoffing at another’s expense - we must object!  When we mock, it does not merely indicate that 
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we feel superior - it shows that all we have to do in life is to make others into laughingstocks.  In Avraham Avinu's generation, the mockers of the generation said that Sarah conceived from Avimelech.  What did HKB"H do?  He made Yitzchak's appearance identical to Avraham's and everyone conceded that Avraham begat Yitzchak.1  This is difficult to understand.  Avraham, who was called “Haivri” because he battled all of the idolaters of his generation and was victorious, of whom it is written "Avraham was one,"2 who served Hashem as if he was alone in the world - when he encountered the mockers, he was weakened?  Suddenly, he required special assistance from HKB"H to change nature and make Yitzchak identical to him to silence the teasers?  Was Avraham so sensitive all of a sudden?  Rather, this was necessary to teach us the diabolical power of mockery, the destruction and poison that it sows.  The world is supported by forgiveness and pardon.  A person who forgives his friend - supports the world.  To pardon someone who has hurt us, caused us pain, made us suffer - is almost impossible.  It is so hard that the Torah commands us: "You shall not take revenge and you shall not bear a grudge."3  Revenge is doing to you exactly as you did to me: just as you hurt me, I will now hurt you; just as you withheld a favor from me, you could have helped me but did not want to, I will also not do you a favor.  Bearing a grudge means doing a favor for someone who had refused us a favor - but we do not forget, we continue to bear a grudge.  We do it, but we remember the affront.  We must pardon, forgive, erase from the heart.  Just as Hashem is compassionate - we too must have compassion.  Just as He is merciful – we too must show mercy.  If HKB”H demands of every Jew to forgive and pardon – it is a sign that we are capable of it.  HKB”H does not act 
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oppressively towards His creations – requiring what is beyond their abilities.  There is truth and there is the absolute truth.  Truth is things that are certainly correct but practically unworkable.  What would happen if we would bring truth to a child and tell him, “Truth demands that you receive smacks and be thrown out of the house?”  He may actually deserve that – but would be the result?  What would become of that child?  We would lose him entirely.  True, he did something wrong – but should we actually throw him out of the house?  It is much better to try to bring him close, to offer him kind words, to tell him that we refuse to give up on him – that is absolute truth.  We believe that, within that child, there lies dormant a hidden, powerful and amazing truth.  We need find it – never despair.  R’ Pinchas ben Yair was headed to fulfill the mitzvah of redeeming captives.  On his journey, he encountered the River Ginai.  He asked the river to split so that he could continue.  After a discussion, the river split and he passed through.  The Gemara comments on R’ Pinchas ben Yair’s greatness – that he was granted a miracle like the one granted to Moshe Rabbeinu and 600,000 Jews – for whom the Sea split.4  One of the students asked how they could walk through the river without worrying that it might close on them.  R’ Pinchas responded: anyone who never once embarrassed another Jew, did not dishonor anyone – can pass without concern.  HKB”H performs open miracles, beyond nature, to those who treat their friends above nature!  We must be careful never to embarrass, cause pain, harm or dishonor any Jew.5  Kind words are so powerful.  One word of encouragement can revive a person – he will not quickly forget it.  “Your son lights up the building” or “your grandson is a pleasure to watch at davening” – do we realize what we just did for that father or grandfather?  The 
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Vishnitzer Rebbe zt”l was famous for his love of every Jew, religious or not.  Someone once asked him why he wasted his time with those who were contemptuous towards religious Jews and he responded that he would rather have to answer, after 120, for having loved unconditionally rather than have to answer for having groundlessly hated.  At R’ Moshe Feinstein’s funeral, a woman, who was unknown to the crowd, wept bitterly, crying, “Rabbi Feinstein, where are you?  Why have you abandoned me?”  When asked if she was related, she said that she was more than family.  She related that for the past 42 years she had called the Gadol Hador every Friday with two questions: (1) what time was candle lighting and (2) what time was Shabbos over.  R’ Moshe never once got annoyed – he always answered her questions, inquired about her health and concluded their two-minute conversation by blessing her with a good Shabbos and a good week.  42 years.  Where does this strength and patience come from?  From his understanding that what she was really asking for was for someone to pay her a little attention.6  Speech, from a broken heart, wholesomely – has such potency.  The Arizal davened with monumental concentration during the Days of Awe.  However, he was shown by Heaven that there was a certain person in a certain town whose davening was better than his davening.  The Arizal travelled to that city and asked the person, “Are you a ben Torah?”  The man replied, “No.”  “Do you know secrets of tefilla?”  “No.”  “What did you do on the Days of Awe,” asked the Arizal.  “Rebbe, I do not even know the entire Aleph Beis – I only know the first 10 letters, from aleph to yud.  When I came to shul and observed everyone davening out loud, with fervor and I could not contribute at all, my heart broke inside me.  So, I started to recite: ‘aleph, beis, gimmel, daled, heh, vav, zayin, ches, tes, yud.  Master of the World, You make words from these letters and put them together as You wish and let the words 
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rise up to cause You delight.’  This is what I said with all of my might – repeatedly.”  And that man’s words were considered superior to the Arizal’s tefillos.7  The Creator of the Word, in His unlimited mercy, constantly creates new opportunities for us: to have mercy, to forego, to forgive, to feel the pain of another.  A Jew must proceed with unlimited and fierce love for every Jew.  We must seek peace, pursue peace and love all people to the utmost.  We must distance ourselves from all discord, controversy and dissension.  We must feel that every Jew is literally our brother.  We are all Hashem’s children - He loves all of us and wants us to be close. He wants to see a lot of forgiveness, love, patience to our spouses, children, friends, neighbors, acquaintances, every Jew.  The goal of the entire Torah and mitzvos is to bring us to good character traits, to love others and not to ever cause anyone pain.  HKB”H is All-Compassionate, pleasant and loving – and that is how He wants us to be.  We face many challenges in life and unpleasant encounters with others – and precisely there, precisely where we know we are right, where we feel like we must be stubborn and stand up for ourselves – precisely there, we must nullify our anger with mercy – we must forego, show sensitivity and be considerate.  A Rebbe and a Principal once came to R’ Shlomo Zalman Auerbach zt”l to tell him that they had to expel a certain boy from their yeshiva due to his numerous behavioral issues.  R’ Shlomo Zalman concurred.  As they were leaving, he asked, “Did you say Tehillim for him?”  “If you said Tehillim and it didn’t help, did you daven for him in “Shomea Tefilla?”  Did you fast for him so that Hashem should help him back on the right path?”  Forbearance is a powerful weapon, beyond measure, creating an aura of pleasantness 
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 תפילה
 Master of the World!  Dveykus (clinging) and connection is when we unexpectedly feel You in our hearts – it is not anticipated, it appears suddenly.  We do not understand how it happened.  We are standing at the grave of a tzaddik – and it suddenly happens – we suddenly cannot stop telling You that we love You.  But, we need to talk about many other things – our desire to fix something so badly and so many other matters.  However, when we merit this dveykus, there is nothing – just love and it comes back with us in the car, during davening, into the house.  And then it disappears.  We land and continue the struggle.  Master of the World, Why?  Why not always?  Do You not want to hear my words of love?  Master of the World!  When people humiliate me, embarrass me, yell at me, especially when others hear it, I want to die.  Even if I recognize that it brings forgiveness of my sins and sweetening of judgment and I should be happy about it and thank them for the “gift” they are giving me – it is so difficult for me.  I cannot truly cleanse my heart and even if I can refrain for several hours without responding – it eventually comes out.  In the end, I tell the person what I think of his behavior.  Master of the World, teach me to cleanse my heart completely – to be truly happy about the humiliation, to remember that I have You, I have to Whom to flee, to where to calm myself, I am not alone in these challenges – You are always with me.  Master of the World!  Do not allow me to become angry about anything.  We ordered a new washing machine and we were promised delivery today, only to discover that it is not arriving today: “What is going on, we paid in full, we were promised, we relied on it, it is not okay, how do you run a business like this, etc.”  We are not interested in any excuses.  In seconds, we can flare up and feel anger and anxiety.  Master of the World, there are so many corrections throughout our day, so many disruptions – things do not always go according to plan.  Please, Father in Heaven, teach us to say, remember, feel and have emuna in the catchphrase of life: THIS IS HOW HASHEM WANTS IT.  

Have an awesome, uplifting, and wonderful Shabbos, Dov Elias 
Notice: The foregoing is based on my limited understanding of the Parsha Sheet, Ohr Ha’Emuna, disseminated by Harav Menachem Azolai Shlita and is not a complete or exact adaptation of Ohr Ha’Emuna and is not necessarily even a reliable interpretation of the ideas presented therein.  Ohr Ha’Emuna is published in Hebrew; in translation, accuracy is always compromised.  Rav Azolai has not reviewed this material - any inaccuracies, omissions or confusion should be attributed exclusively to me.  I still hope you enjoy and it provides some chizuk.  Thank you Mordi Blass for helping with some of the Hebrew expressions. ©Dov Elias 5776.  (973)9-EMUNA-9         תשע"ו י"ד אלול              – September 17, 2016 For previous issues and/or to receive this adaptation by weekly email, visit www.tloe.us or email me at LightofEmuna@dovelias.com 
 

and happiness wherever it is deployed.  It protects peace in the home, resolves feuds between neighbors and connects us to Hashem.  Just as two quarreling children – all their father wants is peace – so is it with our Father in Heaven.  He wants us to forego at home, in shul, with our neighbors – it can spare us from countless unnecessary and insignificant arguments that cause so much baseless hatred.  We must forego our honor to give HKB”H delight, to prevent causing Hashem pain.  We have a natural inclination to focus on the flaws of others and to disregard their virtues.  When we love – we do not see the flaws.  The closer we feel to a friend – the more we ignore their flaws and shortcomings.  We must pray for the entire Klal Yisroel.  We must gently stoke inner coals that every Jew has – because everyone wants Hashem.  A Jew cannot live without Hashem.  We cannot tell someone to open a certain 

sefer to a specific page and read – that he does not need to attend a shiur because it is all in sefarim.  When we speak and convey words of Torah, we are not just conveying what is written, we connect it to our soul.  Essentially, when we stand before an audience and speak – Hashem infuses us with a light and we suddenly feel something, something burns within us.  We are obligated to transmit this light and, in that merit, we will receive more light and more abundance.  That is how we influence and draw more Jews close to Hashem.  Love is our biggest obligation.  We must offer kind words, words that gladden hearts.  Parents must offer warm and loving words to their children.  If other children hurt them, embarrass them - and they come home to support, love – it literally heals them.  The same is true between spouses, neighbors and friends.  We do not have the right not to love others.  We must invest all of our efforts. 


