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Now You Know 
My Son theMy Son theMy Son theMy Son the…………    Rabbi?Rabbi?Rabbi?Rabbi?    

When Yaakov was told that Yosef was 
still alive and was the ruler of Egypt, 
the world’s superpower at that time, 
he didn’t believe it. 

He was still mourning for his son 
Yosef until he saw the wagons Yosef 
sent along with those of Pharaoh. 

Rashi tells us that Yosef was signaling 
to Yaakov that he remembered the 

lesson of the last portion of the Torah 
his father had taught him. 

It was upon seeing this that Yaakov 
was revived. 

Those who understand that HaShem 
determines who will be rich or poor, 

and decrees if one will be brilliant or 
dull, are not impressed by the 
success one has in life. 

Seeing Yosef a wealthy prince, ruling 
over millions of people did not excite 
Yaakov. 

However, when he saw that Yosef 
remained true to his faith, and kept 
the mitzvos as his father had taught 
him, he was filled to bursting with 
paternal pride. 

This is what true Jewish “nachas” is 
about.  That our children understand 
what is truly important in life, and that 

they have become good people, not 
just “successful” ones. 

Thought of the week: 

Learning to forgive is one of 
the best things you can do.  
Especially if the person you 
learn to forgive is yourself. 

 (H:HM TYwARB) „.OKYNPL OYQLA YNXLw HYXML YK ...OKYNYEB RXY LAW WBCET LA HTEW‰ 
“And now, don’t be depressed, and don’t be angry that you sold me, for G-d sent me 
before you to sustain you.” (Gen. 45:5) 

When the brothers realized that the viceroy before them was none other than the brother they 
had sold twenty-two years previously, they were dumbfounded.  He told them not to be sad or 
upset about the fact that they had sold him because it was divinely ordained to be this way. 

The Ohr HaChaim points out that the two reactions are actually opposites.  Depression comes 
from a broken heart and spirit, while anger comes from arrogance.  How could the brothers feel 
both?  He explains that Yosef was telling them not to be depressed on his account nor angry at 
themselves.  It was HaShem who had arranged everything with His hashgacha pratis, His 
detailed guidance of every link in the chain of this story. 

This posuk conveys a very important lesson regarding hishtadlus, our efforts, as discussed in 
the sefer Chovos HaLevavos.  In Shaar HaBitachon, the Gate of Trust in G-d, he explains that 
everything that happens is pre-ordained and set in motion by HaShem.  Further, he says that no 
one can help you or harm you if it was not so decreed in Heaven. 

Essentially, our efforts have no real consequence.  We are judged, therefore, not for the action, 
but for the intent and willingness to perform the action.  Yosef told the brothers, you should not 
be sad or upset that you sold me for I would have ended up here anyway.  You caused no 
irreparable harm.  Yes, they would need to repent, but they did not need to feel any long-term 
guilt, nor anger that perhaps they had harmed themselves, for HaShem had actually sent him 
down there to provide for their needs. 

Taking the Ohr HaChaim’s observation into account, we can infer that the posuk is hinting to the 
futility of our personal efforts (though they are a mitzvah as HaShem desires us to take action.)  
One should not be seriously depressed if he hurts someone, nor arrogantly glad if he helps 
them, because he only did what HaShem had ordained he do.  While it doesn’t absolve us from 
punishment for poor choices we’ve made, or the obligation right the wrongs, and we must still 
be regretful, we should not be overly focused and dwell on the past. 

This is not the case regarding spiritual matters, as it says, “Everything is in the hands of Heaven 
but fear of Heaven.”  If we choose to be righteous or to study Torah or do mitzvos, those actions 
were caused by us.  Therefore, that is where we should focus our energies. 

In this case, though the brothers should regret their intentions in the matter, Yosef reassured 
them that one way or another he would have ended up in Egypt. That was G-d’s decree. 

This lesson is meaningful and can help us forgive others, forgive ourselves, and move on when 
we experience difficulties in life.  Knowing that we’re not causing irreparable harm, and that 
when someone hurts us it was orchestrated by our loving Father in Heaven, can help us leave 
the hurt behind and move optimistically into the future. 

At 13, young Chezky Shoenig had leukemia. He had been in remission for 11 years and they thought he 

had beaten it, but it was back.  A fellow approached his father, R’ Elya, and said, “He will be fine.  We 
say every day in davening, ‘Some [trust] in horses; some [trust] in chariots; but we shall recall the 
name of HaShem, our G-d.’ The whole town is davening for him, HaShem will heal him.”  This gave 
the father tremendous reassurance, but sadly, the unthinkable happened and the boy succumbed. 

For months, it troubled R’ Elya that the verse promised salvation that didn’t arrive.  Then it dawned 
on him.  “The posuk isn’t telling us how to fight the battle; it teaches us how to deal with the outcome.  
The next line in that perek of Tehilim is: “They kneel and fall, but we stand and remain firm.”   

Those who rely on their own strength and tactics second-guess themselves and try to figure what 
they could have done differently. We, however, know everything is in HaShem’s hand, so even after 
defeat we can stand tall knowing we did all we could, but could not have changed it; it was G-d’s will.’ 
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This issue dedicated as a merit for a 

Refuah Shelaima for 

IYYRB HQBR TB HZYLE OYRM 
HAL HNYD TB HWX HLAYRBG 

LARsY YLWX RAw VWTB 
May they and all our ill Jewish brethren be 

granted healing in the merit of the Torah 

studied on their behalf. 

 

Your Efforts Will 

Bear Fruit! 

Print, e-mail, and share 
Migdal Ohr with others. 

  You’ll be glad you did.   
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