
 

Books 
 

 1) Is it permissible to read a book that has words stamped on the edges 
of its pages, as is commonly the case with library books?  

Preferably, one should try not to open such books on Shabbos1. It is therefore 
advisable to place a piece of paper between the pages prior to Shabbos. In this 
way, it would be permitted to read the book on Shabbos as the words will not 
be separated when opening the book. However, if it is necessary to read the 
book on Shabbos, and one did not put paper between the pages, one may 
open the book.  - כותב/מוחק -  

 
2) If a written page is ripped into multiple pieces, is it permissible to 
recreate the page by placing the pieces together or conversely, to 

separate the pieces? 

If all the individual letters printed on the page are recognizable when the pieces 
are separated, it is permitted to both place them together and to separate 
them. 

 
3) What is the Halacha regarding reattaching a book’s binding tape if it 

has begun to peel off? 

According to some authorities, pressing down binding tape that has begun to 
curl at the corners of an old Sefer or book may be a transgression of the 
Melocho of Tofer (sewing).  One must be careful not to press and stick the 
adhesive tape back into its place, whether on the cover or individual page(s) of 
a Sefer.   - תופר -  

 
4) If pages of a book are stuck together (due to wetness or food 

residue), may they be separated?  

Yes, it is permissible to separate the pages, as long as no words or letters are 
ripped or erased. 

 
5) May one select and remove a specific Sefer from a pile of Seforim? 

If the Sefer is for immediate use, it is permissible to do so. However, if the 
Sefer will not be used immediately, it is forbidden.   - בורר -  

                                                           
1 Opening such a book is breaking apart words. 
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