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 פרשת וירא 
This adaptation is dedicated in honor 

of my dear wife, Devorah 

and our dear daughter, Ariella. 

 ולרפואה שלימה: העניא בת פריידל
 

 

 

  

וירא אליו באלני ממרא והוא ישב פתח האהל כחם "
  ), אחי( "היום.

“Hashem appeared to him in the plains 

of Mamre as he sat at the entrance of 

the tent in the heat of the day.” 
 

A person cannot merit the revelation of G-dliness 

in the manner of “Hashem appeared to him” 

unless he sits and waits patiently at the entrance 

of the holy tent for a long time.  He must do so, 

despite all that transpires in the interim – 

enduring the “heat of the day” – i.e. all of the base 

urges that belligerently burn within him.  Yet, he 

does not desert his place, G-d forbid.  Rather, he 

sits and waits patiently near the entrance for as 

long as it takes.1 

 

 
) יח, כדדיקם בתוך העיר" (צ"אולי יש חמשים   

“What if there should be fifty righteous 

people in the midst of the city?” 
 

Avraham Avinu’s generous outlook is 

indescribable.  He even davened for the people of 

Sodom, who were evil - he begged HKB”H to find 

even a bit of good in them – if there would be 

only ten righteous people in the city.  Those 

tzaddikim would be the element of good in all of 

the evil of Sodom and, in their merit, all of the 

citizens of Sodom should be saved.  He merely 

heard about the mission of the angel to overturn 

Sodom and he immediately stood up and poured 

out his heart in supplication before the Creator 

of the World, trying to find some benefit of the 

doubt and thereby nullify the harsh decree. 

 

True, the benefit of the doubt that Avraham 

Avinu tried to find for the people of Sodom did 

                                                           
1
כ"ח רבי נתן, עלים לתרופה מכתב   

not help because they were such egregious 

sinners.  Nonetheless, Avraham Avinu did not 

give up hope - he continued to try to find 

something favorable.  He did his part and HKB”H 

finished it the way it had to end.  We must learn 

from this that a person is never allowed to give 

up – we must continuously  look for the good 

in others, judge them favorably, search for 

something positive in them, daven for them, 

defend them, commend them.  This begins 

with those closest to us because that is where 

disputes, argument, anger and stress are most 

often instigated and we must look positively at 

all of them: at our spouses, children, parents, 

relatives, neighbors, friends – everyone. 

 

That is the message of Avraham Avinu: even if 

someone treats us poorly – we must still look at 

them in a positive way and not immediately 

distance ourselves from them.  And even when 

we must sometimes keep certain people away, it 

must never cause us to think badly of them, talk 

badly about them or push them out of our hearts.  

To the contrary, we must arouse pity for them, 

daven for them, never give up on them and try to 

continuously give them the benefit of the doubt. 

 

A benevolent outlook must begin towards 

ourselves.  If we cannot tolerate ourselves we 

will disqualify everyone else so as to make 

ourselves feel better.  By knocking others we 

feel as if we are not so bad.  That is the height of 

separating from Hashem. 
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Therefore, we must begin to see the good in 

ourselves.  When	 we	 find	 some	 element	 of	

good	in	ourselves	–	we	are	essentially	finding	

G-dliness.	  When we seek a point of good in 

ourselves – we are really looking for where 

Hashem’s Light is shining in us.  When we learn 

to find the good in ourselves and the joy in that it 

is not merely learning how to be in a good mood 

rather than sad – it is learning to connect to the 

Divinity within, to be happy with it and thereby 

cling to the Light of Hashem.  The famous pasuk: 

“I place Hashem before me constantly”2 means 

constantly thinking about our positive aspects – 

seeing them and being happy about them. 

 

A	 benevolent	 outlook	means	 loving	 others	 –	

as	 they	 are.  It means being happy for them, 

judging them favorably, remembering that they 

are Hashem’s creations.  It is the eye that beholds 

something positive in every person - because 

there is no such thing as someone who has no 

positive attributes.  It is a lifelong task – one 

which we must pass on to our children and 

grandchildren – to look kindly at everyone. 

 

When	we	judge	someone	favorably,	he	feels	it	

in	his	soul,	even	if	we	don’t	say	a	word	to	him.  

It helps him overcome his difficulties.  Looking	

at	 him	 in	 a	 positive	 light	 encourages	 him	 to	

see	 the	 good	 in	 himself	 and	 to	 believe	 in	

himself	–	and	that	can	be	the	beginning	of	his	

transformation.		When	a	person	hears	that	he	

is	 good,	he	 strives	 to	prove	 it	 right	 –	 that	he	

really	is	worthwhile. 

 

A benevolent outlook is the world’s correction, 

the world’s redemption.  When	 the	 “eyes”	 are	

good	–	everything	 is	good	–	 there	 is	blessing	

in	 life.  “He who has a generous eye will be 

blessed.”3  When	 we	 are	 generous	 in	 our	

assessment	of	others	–	Hashem	is	generous	in	

providing	us	with	boundless	abundance. 
	

Dovid Hamelech had wonderful eyes – Shaul 

pursued him, others hunted him but he never 

hurt them back, he never blamed them – he was 

                                                           
2
 שויתי ד' לנגדי תמיד (תהילים טז, ח) 

3
 טוב עין הוא יברך (משלי כב, ט) 

ready to accept the most difficult tribulations 

and withstood all of the challenges – constantly 

looking kindly upon all of them.  “Dovid, King of 

Israel, is alive and enduring”4 because he 

attained the highest possible aspiration: a 

benevolent outlook – there is no greater level 

than that.  We cannot fathom the incredible 

power of not being concerned with the world – 

overcoming our natural inclinations, ignoring, 

foregoing and forgiving everyone. 

 

A	benevolent	 outlook	 leads	us	 to	 a	 pleasant,	

happy	and	satisfying	life.  Whenever something 

bad happens, we understand that it derives from 

our negative outlook, because we see things 

improperly.  We must go off to the side and 

contemplate, we must think about what is 

actually going on - until we reach the conclusion 

that it all depends on us, on our perspective.  

Once we successfully awaken the generous 

outlook, we can proceed forward until Moshiach 

arrives with his refined eyes and magnanimous 

outlook.  In the merit of his positive attitude, he 

merits being who he is. 

 

"Israel, about whom I will boast."5  The Jewish 

people are the only nation about whom Hashem 

can boast.  Hashem created us with a yetzer	hora.  

In	every	minor	area	in	which	a	Jew	overcomes	

the	yetzer	hora	–	Hashem	is	so	proud.  HKB”H 

revels in that unsuccessful child who tries so 

hard – he understands a little but not too much, 

he does a little, but not too much – but he wants, 

he tries.  That is the power of the benevolent 

outlook: it	searches	for	the	point	of	good	that	

is	 hidden	within,	 in	 the	depths	 of	 a	 person’s	

soul.  It cannot be seen and everyone thinks that 

there is nothing positive in this person, he is 

failure, he is rotten – but, to HKB”H, he is good – 

to the tzaddikim, he is good.  We too must learn 

this path of judging everyone favorably, loving 

everyone – that is a generous outlook.  We must 

push everything else aside and see this small 

point and recognize that Hashem is happy with 

it.  It may be so miniscule, like the vial of oil that 

was sufficient for only one day but remained lit 

                                                           
4
 דוד מלך ישראל חי וקים 

5
 ישראל אשר בך אתפאר (ישעיהו מט, ג) 
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for eight days.  Eight is above the natural world’s 

limit of seven – representing limitlessness and 

the eternal.   

 

Hashem wants us to see only the good in others – 

that we act like Him.  Hashem’s	way	is	to	focus	

on	the	good	that	we	do	and,	even	if	there	are	

aspects	 that	 are	 less	 than	 good,	 not	 to	 pay	

attention	to	them, as it states: “He perceived no 

iniquity in Yaakov.”6  All the more so, a person 

must not view his friends as bad, finding only the 

bad and looking for flaws.  To the contrary, we 

must look only at the good. 

 

“As in water, face answers to face, so is the heart 

of a man to a man.”7  Just as we see our reflection 

in the water – so is the heart of a man to a man.  

When we look at a friend with a smile, with love, 

with encouragement, praising him even when he 

is acting badly towards us – the evil suddenly 

departs and he unexpectedly smiles back, acts 

nicely.  That very same person, who just 

moments before was treating us so poorly, is 

suddenly so kind. 

 

When we do not find anything good in another 

person – we must continue to explore until we 

do find.  Moshe Rabbeinu could not find the 

sliver of light in the new moon until HKB”H 

helped him and said: “see it like this and sanctify 

it.”  You see this tiny aspect that is so hard to see?  

As	 small	 as	 it	 is	 –	 it	 is	 great,	 it	 is	 amazing	 –	

sanctify	 it	 because	 it	 will	 flourish	 and	 grow	

until	it	becomes	a	great	light. 

 

We are forbidden from feeling superior to others.  

Every Jew contains some element that no one 

else does.  Every	person	is	a	unique	tile	in	the	

huge	mosaic	 that	 is	 the	 Jewish	people.	 	Each	

and	every	one	of	us	has	some	unique	facet	in	

which	 we	 are	 a	 tzaddik.	 	 It is so enjoyable to 

stop thinking of ourselves as better than 

everyone else and start noticing the positive 

qualities of others.  It is so gratifying to see how 

others succeed, even if it is more than we do, and 

to be happy for them.  This	is	sacred	service:	to	
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 לא הביט און ביעקב (במדבר כג, כא) 

7
 כמים הפנים לפנים כן לב האדם לאדם (משלי כז, יט) 

identify	the	good	in	others	and	admire	them.		

We	 connect	 to	 Hashem	 with	 this.  The great 

tzaddikim work on this constantly.  That is how 

they inspire Heavenly compassion – that is how 

they bring the Redemption closer. 

 

This begins with those closest to us.  Just as we 

know how to help a child who is facing difficulty 

– so must we connect to our spouse who is 

struggling.  Instead of focusing on their 

shortcomings (i.e. she’s not so loving, he’s not so 

smart, he’s not so warm, she’s not so perceptive, 

he’s not so thoughtful, she’s not a great listener) 

– we	must	focus	on	their	virtues. 

 

A person can complain about his spouse for 

years or about a particular teacher in school, or 

about a neighbor who blocked his view, or a child 

who drives him crazy – and he is sure that they 

are the cause of his distress.  Then,	he	attains	a	

better	 understanding	 and	 realizes	 that	 his	

trouble	 stems	 from	 within	 him.  If he would 

look at life differently, everything would instantly 

transform – it is not his spouse or his neighbor or 

his children – it is all dependent on his 

perspective.  When	 his	 attitude	 is	 positive,	

when	he	looks	for	the	good	in	others	–	life	is	

different.	  A	 little	 bit	 of	 light	 dispels	 much	

darkness.  Concentrate on the small element of 

good that you see in the other and all the bad 

becomes nonsense.  We must do this vis-à-vis 

others and vis-à-vis ourselves.  The most famous 

teaching of Rebbe Nachman8 speaks of the Divine 

Glory that is found in every Jew.  There	is	no	one	

who	is	completely	bad.  Every	Jew	has	a	holy	

soul.  We can never refer to someone as “secular” 

– as if to say he is attached only to the profane 

and has no connection to holiness.  We must find 

the good and the value in everyone, in every 

place.  Every Jew has some good that no one else 

has – we cannot give up on it.  Our	 path	 to	

holiness	 must	 traverse	 the	 path	 of	

recognition	of	the	virtues	of	every	Jew.	

 

Love	 is	 obligatory.	 	 Unconditional	 love	 will	

bring	 the	Redemption.  The Jewish nation is a 

single entity.  We do not always feel this because 
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 תורה רפ"ב 
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 תפילה
 

Master of the World!  Help me not to immediately disqualify someone who I observe acting improperly, not to be filled with 

contempt for him – to recall that I really know nothing and maybe I didn’t see accurately.  Even if he did what I think he did – 

who knows what he endured beforehand?!  Help me judge favorably, to think that if I had been in his place, I cannot be 

certain that I would have acted any differently – to daven for him, so that he may merit doing teshuva and change his ways.  

Most importantly, prevent me from talking to anyone about him, except for You, Father. 

 

Master of the World!  Help me be amongst those who overcome their innate traits and ignore insults, don’t criticize even 

when something is at the tips of their tongues, who forego and forgive everything.  They even know how to lower their heads 

when necessary and accept humiliation with love.  They almost never get angry.  They never take revenge or bear a grudge 

against those who have hurt them – they don’t even await their tormentor’s downfall or resent their successes.  Only good 

emanates from them, only love for all, only favorable judgments, only kind words, words that gladden the hearts of others.  

Master of the World, grant me this elevated level of “if it is good for a Jew – it is good for me” because I am still so far from 

this.  Help me live a life of giving, chesed and love of all, throughout my entire life. 

 

Master of the World!  Help me know my mission in this world and to be happy with it and thereby be happy with others and 

be impressed with their missions.  Help me see the good in myself and to remember that everything is from You and it is all 

G-dliness.  In that merit, I will be able to see the good in others and the Divinity within them.  When I am suffering a downfall 

and it is hard for me to do anything for Your honor – help me not to become broken, not to cringe when I observe others 

serving You with excitement and inspiration.  When I feel low - watching others so high makes me crazy.  Help me, Father, to 

be patient with myself, to embrace myself in these moments, to remember that this is how You created Your world – with 

ups and downs, good times and bad times.  But we never remain low.  Rather, in the very merit of the downfalls, we earn 

tasting a brand new flavor in our service of You, getting a little closer to You. 

 

Have an awesome, uplifting and wonderful Shabbos, 

Dov Elias 
Notice: The foregoing is based on my limited understanding of the Parsha Sheet, Ohr Ha’Emuna, disseminated by Harav Menachem Azolai Shlita and is not a 

complete or exact adaptation of Ohr Ha’Emuna and is not necessarily even a reliable interpretation of the ideas presented therein.  Ohr Ha’Emuna is published 

in Hebrew; in translation, accuracy is always compromised.  Rav Azolai has not reviewed this material - any inaccuracies, omissions or confusion should be 

attributed exclusively to me.  I still hope you enjoy and it provides some chizuk.   
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there are people who are hard for us to abide.  

But HKB”H is the Father of all of us and we do 

not have the option not to love them all.  We 

must invest all of our efforts in this.  Our love of 

our friends tends to be up to a point, with 

conditions.  But Hashem wants us to follow His 

lead: all chesed.  Hashem loves every Jew, we too 

must want to love every Jew.  We cannot cling to 

Hashem while simultaneously running away 

from people, scowling at them, erasing people 

from our lives for years and acting as if it is 

okay.  “One who is pleasing to his fellow men, is 

pleasing to Hashem.”9  Just as a person must 

fulfill his obligations towards Heaven – he must 

fulfill his responsibilities towards man.  Every 

morning, we say: “Always, a person must be G-d-

fearing”10 – which can also be read: Always be a 

mensch and only then can you be G-d-fearing. 

                                                           
9
(אבות ג, י) הימנו נוחה המקום רוח, והימנ נוחה הבריות שרוח כל   

10
 לעולם יהא אדם ירא שמים (קרבנות) 

Every Jew excels in some aspect of serving 

Hashem: davening, sanctity, chesed, learning.  

When we believe in, cling to and admire 

everyone – we fulfill the mitzvah of clinging to 

Hashem.  We must never speak ill of anyone – 

how can we speak badly about someone Hashem 

loves?!  Hashem loves every Jew – not just our 

group of friends.  Every Jew is a gem in Hashem’s 

crown.  If we disqualify a Jew, we are 

disqualifying Hashem’s crown.  When we see 

their virtues, we embed them in the crown. 

 

Just as a Father loves his children intensely – 

it is innate and automatic – so HKB”H loves 

us, His children.  Just as any father resents 

anyone who hates his child - HKB”H resents 

anyone who hates one of His children.  If you 

love the Father – you love the children. 

 


