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 Hashem commanded Avrohom to heed Sorah’s demand that he expel Hagar and Yishmael. The 
next morning, Avrohom gave them bread and a flask of water and sent them away. After departing, they 
quickly became lost in the desert and consumed all of their water, at which point Hagar began to cry over 
their plight. Hashem responded by miraculously creating a well of water, from which Hagar filled her flask 
and gave it to Yishmael to drink (Bereishis 21:15-19). 

 In his sefer Ohr Yahel, Rav Leib Chasman points out that the Torah’s statement that Hagar filled 
up her flask with water seems quite self-evident, and it is difficult to understand why the Torah bothered to 
record this information. Addressing this difficulty, the Medrash (Bereishis Rabbah here) explains that the Torah 
is telling us that due to Hagar’s concern about the future, she filled her flask with even more water than was 
needed at that time, which demonstrates a lack of proper emunah.  

The Medrash’s explanation is difficult to understand. A woman and her ill son were lost in harsh 
desert conditions and in grave danger, and Hashem miraculously created for them a source of water. In such 
a situation, wouldn’t it be natural to worry about the future, and to take as much water as possible? Why do 
Chazal view this as a deficiency in Hagar’s emunah? 

Rav Chasman explains that if a person found himself traveling with a compassionate and generous 
king, we would never expect him to prepare food and drink to protect himself against the risk of hunger 
and thirst. Only somebody who was incapable of recognizing the king’s resources and generosity would 
act in such a manner. If we observed a person doing this, we would be shocked by his foolishness, and we 
would be impressed by the king’s patience in tolerating him. 

This parable illustrates how Hashem views a person who is anxious about what he will eat on the 
following day, thereby revealing a lack of emunah. Each of us is traveling through this world together with 
the King of Kings, and we have absolutely no reason to worry. This explains Chazal’s criticism of Hagar, 
who saw that Hashem performed a miracle to sustain her and her son in the desert, and He certainly would 
not abandon them. Just as Hashem provided for them in that situation, so too would He take care of them 
in every future time of need, in which case there was no justification to fill up the flask for future use. The 
Ohr Yahel concludes that this teaches us the meaning of true faith in Hashem, which must reach the level 
at which we are able to sense and perceive that He is with us and caring for us at every moment of our lives. 

This level of trust is demanded of every single one of us, as Chazal say (Sotah 48b): Whoever has 
bread in his basket and wonders what he will eat the following day is deficient in his emunah. Nevertheless, 
it is difficult to understand how this applies to us. Hagar witnessed a tremendous miracle in which a well 
was created for her in the middle of a barren desert, in which case she should have understood that Hashem 
would not allow her to die, and just as He sustained her that day, so would He do in all future times of need. 
We, on the other hand, don’t experience such miracles, so why should there be a complaint against us for a 
lack of emunah if we worry about the future? 



 

The answer to this question is based on a very fundamental concept, which comes from the writings 
of the Ramban at the end of Parshas Bo, where he explains: “From the great and open miracles, a person 
should come to acknowledge the hidden miracles, which are the foundation of the entire Torah. A person 
does not have a portion in the Torah of our teacher Moshe until he believes that everything that happens to 
us is miraculous, and there is no such thing as nature or coincidence, both for the masses and for the 
individual.” 

The Ramban is teaching us that our situations are identical to that of Hagar! Miracles are constantly 
performed for us at every moment of every day, no less than the miracle that was done for Hagar. The 
Ramban adds that if a person does not believe that everything that transpires in his life is a miracle, no less 
miraculous than the greatest miracles in world history, he has no portion in the Torah of Moshe! We must 
understand and internalize that when a person goes to work and supports his family, this is no less 
miraculous than Hashem creating a miracle for Hagar in the middle of the desert. The fact that somebody 
has money with which to go to the grocery store to purchase water to drink is exactly the same as if Hashem 
made a new well for him in the desert. Similarly, every event in our lives is a tremendous miracle, on the 
level of the greatest miracles that we can fathom. 

When we believe and sense that everything in our lives is miraculous, there is no reason to worry 
about the future. When a person sees that miracles are being done for him, comparable to the greatest 
miracles in world history, he will automatically feel how close he is to Hashem, and he will sense that he 
is traveling through life together with the King of Kings, Who constantly performs miracles for him. 
Consequently, there will be no reason to be worried about the future. 

We may derive from here an insight that should bring endless joy and inspiration to every person. 
We should perceive how close we are to our Father in Heaven, how much He personally cares about every 
detail of our lives, and how much He wants to us perceive that He is with us at every second of our lives, 
to the extent that He is disturbed if we are anxious about the future. Hashem is so-to-speak insulted by this, 
as He loves us so much and cares for us so much, yet we still don’t fully trust and believe in Him. Is there 
any greater feeling than knowing that the Master of the Universe loves us and provides for us, to the point 
that He is upset if we worry about the future! Could we possibly be in better hands than the merciful hands 
of our Father in Heaven!? 

 
 
 
 

  
 

If we believe that Hashem controls every detail in the world, there are no questions. 
And if G-d forbid we don’t believe this, none of the answers will help. 
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