
3  The Chazon Ish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

)יב:ג( והאיש משה עניו מאד מכל האדם אשר על פני האדמה  
Now the man Moshe was exceedingly humble,  

more than any person on the face of the earth (12:3) 
Rebbe Chaim Volozhin (Ruach Chaim 1:1) explains the Posuk in Yeshaya 

 as water covering the seabed”, that knowledge is“ – "כמים לים מכסים" (11:9)
Torah, compared to water covering its seabed. Just as the sea, more water 
covers the lowest point of the seabed, so too a person who is humble and 
low-spirited earns more wisdom and more Torah. The proof of this is Moshe 
Rabbeinu, a”h, who was the Master of the Prophets and the Father of the 
Wise [Chachamim], was only praised for his humility, and all the greatness 
that he earned was only due to his humility. And so, had there been a person 
as humble as Moshe Rabbeinu in our days, surely, he would have merited the 
Torah in its completeness, just as Moshe Rabbeinu did. (Umatok HaOhr) 
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Throughout our travels through the Midbar we 

made multiple stops for different amounts of time 

(ex. 10:33, 12:16). What was the purpose of these 

stops? Rav Eli Mansour shared an idea based on 

the Baal Shem Tov, that these travels reflect the 

experiences each of us has in our lives. 

Throughout life we end up in situations which we 

could never have anticipated, and this is because 

we have a mission to impact the world positively. 

Wherever we end up in our lives, it is always for a 

reason. When we face challenging situations we 

must view them as opportunities to benefit and 

enhance the world, because this is just another one 

of our stops on our personal journey. 
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  Orchos Chaim  
L’HaRosh 

The Rosh’s Guide to Life 
 

19. One should not place himself in a  

position of doubt as to whether Shabbos has started or not. One should warn 

his family regarding observing Shabbos. One should Daven Minchah early on 

Erev Shabbos so that he will be able to accept Shabbos while it is still day. 

Someone once asked the Baal Shem Tov why we go out of our way to have 

delicacies and special food for Shabbos. He said, “Shabbos is meant to be full of 

Ruchniyus. Isn’t it inconsistent to indulge in physical pleasures on a day that is 

supposed to be only spiritual?” The Baal Shem Tov replied with a Mashal. “There 

was once a king who had to send his son out of the kingdom to exile, for behavior 

that was not proper for a prince. When he was sent out, the son was immediately 

remorseful and lived in anguish, waiting to return to the royal palace. After a period 

of time, the prince received a message from his father that he was now welcome to 

return home. The prince’s joy knew no bounds, and he wished to celebrate with 

singing and dancing. He knew, however, that people would think he was insane if he 

abruptly began to sing and dance, so he decided to throw a party with abundant food 

and drink. When the guests were in good spirits and they began to sing and dance, it 

gave the prince the opportunity to finally sing and dance also, but without appearing 

to be crazy, as if he were dancing for no reason. Everyone at the party was dancing, 

but all for different reasons. The guests were happy with all the food and drinks they 

enjoyed, but the prince was rejoicing because he was about to return to his father in 

the palace.” The Baal Shem Tov explained, “The same applies with Shabbos. The 

Neshamah desires to indulge in Ruchniyus, and spiritual delights, but it is trapped 

inside a physical body, and this holds back the Neshamah’s lofty aspirations. 

Therefore, on Shabbos, we give the body some physical pleasures, and that would 

leave the Neshamah free in its quest to reach great heights in Ruchniyus. Of course, 

it is a serious mistake to think that all there is to Shabbos is the food and relaxation. 

That is important, but it is there to be used in order to help our Neshamos properly 

grow. When our bodies get special food and our Neshamos get their ‘delights’— by 

learning Torah and Davening, both aspects will truly enjoy Shabbos Kodesh!” 
 



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Working on our Middos 
Rabbi Scheinbaum writes regarding the Pasuk in Devarim 

(28:47) which directs us to serve Hashem with Simchah, 

happiness. “Serving Hashem has to be performed with joy, and 

it should be our reason for being happy. The source of this joy 

is the ability and opportunity to carry out Hashem’s command 

to be His servant. The pain does not hurt; the work is not 

difficult— because it is all for Hashem. This is the true meaning 

of joy. We worry when we lose sight of where we are and Who 

guides us. If we would take into account that everything in our 

lives is directed by Hashem, we would never have any reason to 

worry! It is all in one’s attitude. If one realizes that the 

challenges he encounters in life are directed by Hashem and 

that Hashem will be with him throughout the ordeal, he will 

view the situation through a different prism.” Rav Scheinbaum 

quotes a story from Rabbi Yechiel Spero, about a bus driver in 

Israel for a group of boys who were pretty tough, and driving 

them to school every day was difficult. The respect they 

demonstrated for the bus driver left much to be desired, and the 

driver felt that this job was not appropriate for him anymore. At 

the end of the month, he approached the principal to inform him 

of his decision to seek a job somewhere else. The principal, 

being an understanding man, listened intently and 

commiserated with the driver. He assured him that he would 

speak to the boys, and he even offered him a raise for his 

troubles. The driver, although appreciative of the raise, said that 

he had had enough. It was not because of the money. He said 

the boys were not really bad, they were acting in the manner 

that boys of that age act. He explained that he just wanted a 

change, to do something less stressful. As they were walking 

towards the door to the office, the principal made one last 

attempt, “Would you mind visiting with Rav Bentzion Abba 

Shaul?” The driver agreed, thinking to himself that the great 

Sephardic Rav could not say anything to him that would change 

his mind. They walked together to the Rav’s apartment and sat 

down to talk. The principal explained the situation, how the bus 

driver had served the school faithfully for a number of years, 

and now he had decided that it was time to move on. While it 

would be a great loss to have to replace him, the bus driver 

insisted that he could not go on any longer. Rav Bentzion’s eyes 

sparkled with warmth and sensitivity as he looked at the bus 

driver. In reality, he was focusing on his heart. He said, “My 

dear friend, you think that you are driving a simple bus, but 

actually you are driving a mobile Aron Kodesh! The children 

are not just passengers; they are living Sifrei Torah! When you 

open the door to your mobile Aron Kodesh, you are being 

honored with Pesichah, opening the Aron! Each and every child 

on that bus is precious. He is our future!” When the bus driver 

heard his job being described in this way by the great Rav, he 

felt ashamed that he wanted to leave, and he assured the Rav 

that he would continue to be the driver. The next morning, the 

attitude he displayed to the young boys was visibly different. 

He greeted them, “Good morning boys! Thank you for allowing 

me to have the privilege of driving you to Yeshivah today, so 

that you can learn Torah!” As they got to the Yeshivah and the 

last boy left the bus, he looked up at the driver and said, “Thank 

you.” The driver smiled and said, “No, thank you!”               

Rav Scheinbaum concludes, “It is all in one’s attitude. With the 

right outlook, the opportunity to live and serve Hashem can be 

our ultimate source of joy!” 
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 The Siddur Speaks 
Rabbi Yechiel Spero writes a beautiful story about a survivor of World 

War II. He was speaking to a group of survivors who, like himself, had 

suffered, and were now prepared to go on. He began his short speech in the 

following manner: “During the war, I always thought that the most valuable 

commodity was money, until I came to Siberia and worked eighteen hours a 

day mining gold. I figured that I could always smuggle a little bit into my 

pocket, and in a short while I would be rich. What a fool I was to think that 

my gold had value in Siberia, where money was worthless. It was food that 

we needed, and besides, what good was gold if there was nothing to buy! 

My focus turned to food. The pangs of hunger overwhelmed me until, one 

day, a passing guard walked by smoking a cigarette, and I began to crave 

cigarettes. However, cigarettes became more and more difficult to get. 

While tobacco was not that elusive, the paper in which it needed to be 

wrapped was very scarce, even for the guards. Now, it was no longer gold, 

food, or cigarettes that were of great value. It was plain paper. One day, an 

elderly peasant approached me and asked me if I knew how to read. His son 

was a soldier in the Soviet Union’s Army, and he would periodically write a 

letter to his father. The father could not read, so he made a deal with me— if 

I would read him his son’s letter, he would give me the paper envelope in 

return. I was overjoyed! However, as I looked at the envelope, I noticed that 

there was some lettering on it, which were in Hebrew. Reading it carefully, I 

saw that the writing was from Davening! It had been years since I had 

Davened, but I knew what I was holding. I put the envelope in my pocket 

and brought it to one of the learned men in our group. When I showed him 

my discovery, he excitedly agreed that this was a page from a Siddur. He 

was thrilled! He said Hashem had not forgotten about us, so how could we 

forget about Him? We started a Minyan. Three times a day, a Chazan stood 

up and read from the envelope. Our one-page Siddur gave us tremendous 

Chizuk and strength through Tefilah. We all felt like we now had hope 

again, and that our lives had meaning and purpose. We looked forward to 

Davening together every day. It suddenly occurred to me that I had now 

discovered the most valuable thing in the world. It was not gold. It was not 

food or cigarettes, or even paper. It was Tefilah. The ability to connect with 

Hashem, to reach out and speak to Him, gave us hope. Without hope, we 

had nothing, and with hope, we had everything. There was another aspect of 

this discovery that was mind-boggling. The page of the Siddur contained a 

message that was made specifically for us. The page began with the words 

in Az Yashir of, ‘Hashem Yimloch L’Olam Va’ed!’, ‘Hashem will rule 

forever!’, and ended with the words from the Tefilah of Ahavah Rabbah, 

‘Avinu Av HaRachamim Ha’Meracheim Racheim Aleinu’, ‘Our Father, our 

Compassionate Father, Who is merciful, have mercy on us!’ These precious 

words kept us going and gave us life, and it allowed us to continue until we 

were able to go free. It was clearly Hashem Who did this for us, as He 

showed us that he had not forgotten about His children!” 
 

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
When the Tallis belonging to the Taz became old, the members of the 

Taz’s Shul in Lvov decided that it was unacceptable for such a Gadol to 

wear it, and the Jewish community purchased a new Tallis for him. 

However, he absolutely refused to use it. He thanked them, but he said, 

“My old Tallis can testify before the Bais Din Shel Ma’alah, the 

Heavenly Court, that I Davenend with a pure mind and had no stray 

thoughts during Shemoneh Esrei.  

Therefore, I would like to continue using my old Tallis!” 

 


